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^ ^ CHAPTER I. 



Of the earliest state of Greece* 

uj • 

O !• The first notices ^e have of every country are fabulous 
. ^ and uncertain. Among an unenlightened people every impos- 
i ture b likely to take place, for ignorance is the parent of credu- 
JD Ihy. Nothing, therefore, which the Greeks have transmitted to 
^ us concerning their earliest state can be relied on. 
^^ 2. Poets were the first who began te record the actions of 

V meir countrymen, and it is a part of their art to strike, the im- 
agination even at the expense of probability. For this reason, 
in the earliest accounts of Greece, we are presented with the 
machinations of ^ods and demi^-gods, the adventures of heroes 
and giants, the ravages of monsters and dragons, and all the po- 
tency of charms and enchantments. Man, plain historical 

'i man, seems to have no share in. the picture, and while tlie reader 
J^ wanders through the most delightful scenes the imagination can 

V oflfer, he is scarce once presented with the actions of such a be- 
^ ing as himself. 

f3. It would be vaih, therefore, and beside the present purpose, 
to give a historical air to accounts which were never meant to be 
transmitted as true. Some writers, indeed, have laboriously un- 
j dertaken to separate the truth from the fable, and to give us an 
C unbroken narrative fi-om the first dawning of tradition to the, 
CJ display of undoubted history 5 they have levelled down all rny*^ 
J5 tbology to their own apprehensions : every fa])le is made to look 
3 with an air of probability. Instead of a golden fleece, Jason 
'<«5 goes in pursuit of a great treasure 5 instead of destroying a chimte- 
^ ra, Bellerophon reclaims a mountain; instead of a hydra,. Her- 
<Jz cides overcomes a robber. 
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4 THE HISTORY 

4. Thus the fanciiul pictures of a stnmg iinagiiiatimi are 
taught to assume a serious severity, and tend to decdve the 
reader still more, by ofiering, in the garb of truth, what had 
been only meant to delight and allure him. 

5. The fabulous age, therefore, of Greece must have no 
place in history. It is now too late to separate those parts 
which may have a real foundation in nature from those which 
owe their existence wholly to the imagination. There are no 
traces left to guide us in that intricate pursuit* The dews of 
the morning are past, and it is in vain to attempt continuing the 
chase in meridian splendour. It will be sufficient, therefore, fo^ 
us to observe, that Greece, like most other countries, of whose 
origin we have any notice, was at first divide into a number of 
petty states, each commanded by its own sovereign. 

6. Ancient Greece, which is now the south part of Turkey in 
Europe, is bounded on the east by the Egean sea, now called 
the Archipdago; on the south by the Cretan or Candian sea; 
on the west by the Ionian sea; and on the north by Illyria and 
Thrace. Of such very narrow extent, and sq very cont^upti- 
ble with regard to territory was that country which gave birth 
to all the arts of war and peace; which produced me greatest 
generals, philosophers, poets, painters, architects, and statua- 
ries that the world ever boasted ; which overcame the most 
powerful monarchs, and dispersed the most numerous armies 
that ever were brought into the field, and at last became the in- 
structer of all mankind. 

7* It is said in scripture that Javan, the son of Japeth, was | 
the father of all those nations that went under the general de- 
nomination of Greeks. Of his four sons, Elii^, or Elias, is 
said to have given name to the Eaacmc, a general name by which 
the Greeks were known. Tharsis,.the second son, is thought 
to have settled in Achaia; Chtttim settled in Macedonia; and 
Dodanim, the fourth son, in Thessaly in ^pirus. How they 
p<Nrtioned out the country, what revolutions they experienced, 
or what wars they msuntained, are utterly unknown. And in- 
deed the history of petty barbarous states, if known, would 
hardly recompense the trouble of inquhy. 

S. In those early times, kingdoms were but inconsiderable'; a 
angle city, with a few lei^gues of land, was often honoured with 
^t magn^cent amellation ; it would therefore embarrass his- 
tory to enter into the domestic privacy of every little state, as 
it wotdd be rather a subject for the economist than the politician. 
ft vnH suffice to observe, that Sicyon is said to have been the 
most ancient kingdom of Greece. The b^inning of this petty 
sovereignty is placed by historians in .the year of the world, one 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF GREECE. 5 

thousand nine hundred and fifteen ; bef<H« Jesus Christ, two 
thousand eightyniine ; and J>efore the first Olympiad^ one 
thous^d tluree hundred and thirteen. The first king was 
^gialeus. Its duration is said to have been a thousand 
years. 

9* The kingdom of Argos,ia Peloponnesus, began si « ir* 
thousand and eighty years before the first Olympiad, 2*148 
in the time of Abraham. The first king was Inachus. 

10. The kingdom of ]V!yca?n« succeeded. The seat o* 
government was translated thither from Argos by Perseus, the 
grandson of Acnsius, the last king of that country, whom Per- 
seus unfortunately slew. The kings who reigned at Mycaenai 
after Porseus, were Etctryon, Sthenelus, and Eurystheus ; the 
latter of whom was driven out by the Heraclidae, or the de- 
scendants of Hercules, who made themselves masters of Pelo- 
ponnesus* 

1 1 . The kingdom of Athens was first founded by Ce- * , t 
crops, an Egyptian. ^Fhis prince, having settled in At- c,'aao' 
Hca, divided the whole country subject to him into 
twelve districts, and also established a court for judging causes, 
ent^ed the aieopagus« Amphictyon, the third king of Athens, 
procerred a confederacy among the twelve states of Greece, 
which assembled twice a year at Thermopylce, there to offci 
up conuncJh sacrifices, and to consult for the common interests 
of the association. Theseus, one of the succeeding kings 
of this state, united the twelve boroughs of Cecrops into one 
city. 

12. Codrus was the last of this line ; he devoted himself to 
death for his people. The Heraclidae having made an irrup- 
tion as far as the gates of Athens, the oracle declared tliat they 
should be conquerors whose king should fall in tliis contest. 
To take the earliest advantage, therefore, of ilii^ answer, Co- 
drus disguised himself in the habit of a peasant, and provoking 
one of die enemy's soldiers, was killed by him. Whereupon, 
the Athenians sent a herald to demand the body of their kmg, 
which message struck such a damp into the enemy, that tliey 
departed without striking another blow. 

13. After Codrus, the title of king was extinguished among 
the Athenians. Medon, his son, was set at the head of the 
commonwealth, with the title of archon, which signifies chief 
governor. The first of this denomination had nheir places for 
life, but the Athenians growing weary of a government which 
repressed their love of freedom, they abridged the term of the 
arehon's power to ten years, and at last made the office elective 
every year, 
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6 THE HISTORY 

A ^ 14. The kingdom of Thebes was first founded by 
^ ' ' Cadmus. This hero cojping by sea from the coast of 
Phoenicia, settled in that part of the country which was 
afterwards called Boeotia. He iJiere built the city of Thebes, 
which, from his own name, he called Cadmsea, and ther^^fixed 
bis seat of power and dominion. The adventures of his unhap- 
py posterity, Laius, Jocasto, Oedipus, Eteocles, and Poljmices, 
make a shining figure among the poetical fictions of that period. 

15. The kingdom of iSp^rta or Lacedsemon, is supposed to 
have been first instituted l^ Lelia. Helena, the tenth in suc- 
cession from this monarch, is equally famous for her beauty and 
infidelity. She had not lived above three years with her hus- 
band, Menelaus, before she was carried off by Paris, the son of 
Priam, king. of Troy. This seems to be the first occasion in 
which the Greeks united in one commoti cause. The Greeks 
took Troy, after a ten years' siege, much about the time that 
Jephthah was the judge in Israel. 

16. Corinth began later than the other cities above mention- 
j^ »l ed to be formed into a state, or to be governed by its 
2628 ' ^^^' ^* ^^^ ^' ^^' subject to Argos and Mycsenae ; 

but Sisyphus, the son of ^olus, made himself mfister 
j^ -fjt of it ; and when his descendants were dispossessed, 
20S0 * ^^*^^s assumed the reins of power. The government 
' after this became aristocratical, a chief magistrate being 
annually chosen by the name of prytanni. At. last Cypselus 
having gained the people, usurped the supreme authority, which 
he transmitted to his son Periander^,jiPho was ranked among the 
seven wise men of Greece, from the Jove he bore to learning, and 
his encouragement of its professors. 

17. The kingdom of Macedonia was first governed by Cara- 
nus, descended from Hercules, and subsisted from his time till 
the defeat of Perseus by the Romans, a space of six hundred 
and twenty-six years. 

18. Such is the picture Greece offers in its earliest infancy. 
A combination of little states, each governed by its respective 
sovereign, yet all uniting for their mutual safety and ^neral ad- 
vantage. Still, however, their intestine contentions were car- 
ried on with great animosity ; and as it happens in all petty 
states under the dominion of a single commander, the jealousies 
of the princes were a> continual cause of discord. From this 
distressful situation, those states, by d^rees began to emerge ; a 
different spirit began to seize the people, and, sick of the conten- 
tions of their princes, they desired to be free. A spirit of liber- 

' ty prevailed all over Greece; and a general change of govern- 
ment was effected in every part of the country except in Mace-. 
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OF GREECE. ^ 

donia. Thus monarchy gave way to a repoblican government^ 
which, however, was diversified into as many various forms as 
there were different cities, according to the dUTerent genius and 
peculiar character of each people^ 

19* All these cities, though seemingly different from each 
other in their laws and interest, were united with each other by 
one common language, one religion, and a national pride that 
taught them to consider all other nations as barbarous and fee- 
ble. Even Egypt itself, from whence they had derived many 
of their arts and institutions, was considered in a very subordi- 
nate light, and rather as a half barbarous predecessor, than an 
enlightened rival. 

20. To make this union among the states of Greece still 
stronger, there were games instituted in different piotrts of the 
country, with rewards for excellence in every pursuit. These 
sports were instituted for very serious and useful purposes : they 
afforded an opportunity for the several states meeting together ; 
they gave them a greater zeal for thdr common religion ; tliey 
exercised the youth for the purposes of war, and increased that 
vigour and activity which was then of the utmost importance in 
deciding the fate of a battle. 

21. But their chief bond of union drose from the council of 
the Amphictyons, which was instituted by Amphictyon king of 
Athens, as is already mentioned, and was appointed to be held 
twice a year at Thermopylae, to deliberate for the general good 
of those states of whose deputies it was composed. The states 
who sent deputies to the council, were twelve, namely, the 
Thessalians, the*Thebans,the Dorians, the loaians, the Perhaa- 
beans, the Magnates, the Locrians, the Oetans, the Pthiotes, the 
Maleans, the Phocians, and the Dolopians. 

22. Each of those cities which had a right to assist at the 
Amphictyonic council, was obliged to send two deputies to 
every meeting. The one was entitled the hieromnemon, who 
took care of the interests of religion, the other was called the 
pylagoras, and had in charge the civil interest of his communi- 
ty. Each of these deputies, however differing in their functions, 
enjoyed an equal power of determining all affairs relative to tlie 
general interests of Greece. 

23. But, althoi^h the number of deputies seems to have been 
settled originally so as to answer the number of votes which each 
city was allowed, yet in process of time, or some extraordinary 
occasions, the principal cities assumed a power of sending more 
than one pylagoras to assist in a critical emergency, or to serve,^ 
the purposes of a faction. 

24. When the deputies, thus appointed,' appeared to execute 
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8 THE HISTORY 

their commission^ after ofiferiog up sacrifices to Apollo, Dianay 
JLatoiui, and Minerva, they took an oath, impljring, that they 
would never subvert any city of the Amphictyons, never stop 
the course of waters, either in war or peace, and that they would 
oppose any attempts to lessen the reverence and authority oi 
the gods, to whom they had paid their adoradon. Thus, all 
offences against religipn, all instances of impiety and profana- 
tion, all contests between the Grecian states and cities, came 
under ^e particular cognizance of the Amphictyons, who had a 
right to determine, to impose fines, and even to levy forces, and 
to make war gainst those who offered to rebel against their 
sovereign audiority. 

25. These different motives to confederacy united the Greeks 
for a time into«a body of great power, and greater emulation. 
By this association, a country not half so large as England, was 
able to dispute the empire of the earth with the most powerful 
monarchs of the world. By this association, they net only 
made head against the numerous armies of Persia ; but dispers- 
ed,, routed, and destroyed tbera, reducing their pride so low, as 

. to make them submit to conditions of peace as shaineful to the 
conquered as glorious to the conquerors. 

26. But among all the cities of Greece there were two that by 
their merit, their valour, and their wisdom, particularly distin- 
guished themselves from the rest, these were Athens and Lace- 
dsemoih As these cities served as an example of bravery or 
learning to the rest, and as the chief burden of every foreign war 
devolved upon them, it will be proper to enter into their particu- 
lar history with greater minuteness, and to give the reader some 
idea of the genius, character, manners, and government of their 
respective inhabitants. 

CHAPTER n. 

Of the Government of Sparta, and the Laws of Lycurgus, 

1. Although thekingdomof Lacedaemon was not so consider- 
able as that of Athens, yet as it was of much earlier institution,^ 
it demands our first attention. Lacedaemon, as observed be- 
fore, was in the beginning governed by kings, of which thirteen 
held the reins of power in succession, of the race of the Pelo- 
pidae. As, during this dark interval, there was no fixed laws 
to limit the prerogative, and no ideas of true government among 
the people, it does not appear that there were any considerable 
encroachments made either on the side of the king or that of 
the people. 
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OF GREECE. ! 

2. Under the race of the Heraclicke, who succeeded, instead 
of one king, the people admitted two, who governed with equal 
authority. The cause of this change seems to have sprung from 
a very particular accident; for Aristodemus dying, left two 
sons, Eurysthenes and Procles, twins, so much alike that it was 
hardly possible to distinguish them asunder. From hence the 
hint was taken by the mother, of fixing the crown upon both ; 
so that when the Spartans came for a king, she was either una- 
ble or unwilling to decide which of them was first bom, oi 
which had the justest pretensions. This form of government 
continued for several succeeding centuries, and although the one 
was almost ever at variance with his associate en the throne, yet 
the government remained entire. 

3. It was during this succession that slavery was first insti- 
tuted in Sparta. Eurysthenes and Procles, having granted the 
countrymen of Sparta the same privileges with the citizens, 
Agis reversed what his predecessors had done in fa\t)ur of th<i 
peasants, and Imposed a tribute upon them. The Helates were 
the only people that would not acquiesce in this impost, but rose 
in rebellion to vindicate their rights : the citizens, however, pre- 
vailed, the Helotes were subdued and made prisoners of war. As 
a still greater punishment, they and their posterity were con- 
demned to perpetual slavery ; and to increase their miseries still 
more, all other slaves were called by the general name of Helotes. 

4. It would appear from hence that this little state was gov- 
erned with turbulence and oppression, and required the curb of 
severe laws and rigorous discipline. These severities and rigor- 
ous discipline were at last imposed upon it by Lycurgiis, one of 
the first and most extracNrdinary legislators that ever appeared 
among mankind. 

5. There is, perhaps, nothing more remarkable in profane his- 
tory, yet nothing so well attested, as what relates to the laws and 
government of Lycurgus. What indeed can be more amazing 
than to behold a mutinous and savage race of mankind yielding 
submission to laws that controlled every sensual pleasure, and 
every private afiection ; to behold them give up, for the good of 
the state all the comforts and conveniences of private life, and 
making a state of domestic privacy more severe and terrible 
than the most painful campaigns and the most warlike duties. 
Yet all this was effected by the perseverance and authority of a 
single legislator, who gave the first lesson of hard resignation in 
his own generous example. 

6. Lycurgus was the son of Eunomus, one of the two kings ^ 
Who reigned together in Sparta. The two kings dyhig without 
apparenf issue, the right of succession rested la I.ycurgus, 
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10 . THE HISTORY 

rfao accordingly took the adminiBtratioii upon him. But an 
unexpected eirent came tq interrupt his promotion; for the 
queen, his sister-in4aw, proving inth child, his right became 
doubtful. A man of less probity would have used every pre- 
caution to secure himself upon the throne ; and a proposal which 
was made him by the queen seemed to secure his pretensions. 
She offered to destroy the birth upon condition that he would 
marry her and take net into a shive of power. 

7* Lycurgus wisely smothered his resentment to so unnatural 
a proposal ; and fearful that she might use means to put her 
project^in execution, assured her, that as soon as the child was 
bom, he would take upcrn himself to remove it out of the way. 
Accordingly she was delivered of a boy, which Lycurgus com- 
manded should be brought to him, as he was at supper with the 
mi^strates ^ to them he presented the child as their king, and to 
testify his own and the people's joy, gave him the name of Cha- 
rilaus. Thiis Lycurgus sacrificed his ambition to his duty ; and 
still more, continued j^s regency,not as king, but governor. How- 
ever, dreading the resentment of the queen, and finding the state 
in great disorder, he resolved by travelling to avoid the dangers 
of the one, and to produce a remedy for the defects of the other. 

8. Thu£; resolving to make himself acquainted with all the im« 
provements of other nations, and to consult the most experienced 
persons he could meet with in the art of government, he began 
with the island of Crete, whose hard and severe laws were very- 
much admired. In this island the.handicraft trades ^re brought 
to some degree of perfection. There they wrought in copper 
and iron, and made armour, in which they danced, with a con^ 
fused noise of bells, at the sacrifices of their gods. It is from 
them that the art of navigation was first known in Greece, and 
from them many legislators derived the principles of their re- * 
spective institutions. 

d. From Crete Lycurgus passed over into Asia, where he still 
found new information, and is said to have first mad^ the discov'^ 
ery of the works of Homer. From thence he went imp Egypt^ 
and is said by some to have had confereiu:e& with the gymnoso- 
phists of India. But while thus employed abroad, his presence 
began to be greatly wanted at home. All parties conspu^d ta 
w^ his coming. And many messages were sent to hasten his 
return. The kings themselves importuned him to that effect, 
and let him know, that the people were arrived at such a pitch . 
of disorder, that nothing but his authority could control then: 
licentiousness. In fact, every thing tended to the unavoidable 
destruction of the state, and nothing but his presence was wished 
to check its mcreasing dissolution^ 
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10. LycHTgus at length persuaded to return, found the people 
wearied out with their own importunitiesy and ready to receive 
any new unpressions he might attempt. Wherefore the corrup- 
tion being general, he found it necessary to change the whole 
form of the government ; sensible that a few particuiar laws 
would produce no ^at effect. But considering the efikacy oi 
religion in promoting every new institution, he went first to con- 
sult the oracle of Apollo at Delphos, where he met a reception 
that might flatter his highest ambition, for he was saluted by the 
priestess as the friend of the gods, and rather as a god than man. 
As to his new institution also, he was told that die gods heard 
his prayers, and that the commonwealth he was going to estab<* 
lish, would be the most excellent and durable upon earth. 

11. Thus encouraged, on his return to Sparta, Lycurgus first 
communicated his designs to his particular friends, and then by 
degrees gained over the leading men to his party, until things 
being ripe for a change, he ordered thirty of the principal men 
to appear armed in Uie market-place. Charilatts, who was at 
that time king, seemed at first wUling to oppose this revolution, 
but being intimidated by a superior force, he took shelter in the 
temple of Minerva ; •whence, being pre^/ailed upon by his sub- 
jects, and being also of a flexible temper, he came forth and 
joined the confederacy. The people soon acquiesced under a 
set of institutions which were eviden|h calculated for their im- 
provement, and gladly acknowledge^ubmission to laws which 
leaned with equal weight upon every rank of society. 

12. To continue the kings^ still with a shadow of power, hf* 
confirmed them in their right of succession as before, but dimin- 
ished their authority by instituting a senate, which was to serve 
as a counterpoise between their . prerogative and the people. 
They still, however, had all their former marks of outward dig- 
nity and respect. They had the chief seats in every pubRc as- 
sembly ; in voting, they were allowed firs{ to give their opinion ; 
they received ambassadors and strangers, and overlooked publir 
buildings and highways. In the field they were possessed of 
greater power; they conducted the armies of the state, and 
were attended by judges, field-deputies^ and a general of the 
horse. However, they were not entirely at liberty even in war, 
as they received their orders from the senate, which, though for 
the most part, discretionary, yet they were sometimes forced to 
march agsunst the en^ny, or returti home when they least de- 
ifired to retreat. 

13. The government hitherto had been unsteady, tending at 
ope time towards despotism, at another to democracy ; but the. 
senate instituted by Lycui^u^ served aa a check upon both, and 
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12 THE HISTORY 

kept the state tudanced in tranquillity. This bo<fy, which 
composed of twenty^^ight members, founded tbdr chief policy 
m siding with the lungs when the people were grasping at too 
much power ; and on the other hand, m espousing tiie interest 
of the people, whenever the kings attempted to carry their au* 
thority too far. 

14. The aeosAors were composed of those who assisted Ly;- 
cuigus in his de«gns, as well as of several of the citizens remark- 
able for their private virtues ; but none were eligible titt sixty 
years of age. They were continued^for life, except upon any 
notorious crime ; and this, as it prevented the inconveniences of 
too frequent a change, so it was a lasting reward to the old^ and 
a noble incentive to the young. These formed the supreme 
court of judicature ; and though there lay an appeal from them 
to the people, yet as they were only convened at the pleasure of 
the senate, and as the senatop were not responsible for any 
wrong juc^ent, their decrees generally passed without an appeal. 

15. Indeed, for several ages, sadti was the caution and such 
the integrity of this tribunal, that none seemed desirous of seek- 
ing farther justice, and both parties acquiesced in the justice of 
their decree. However, the great poWef which the senate was 
thus possessed of, was about a century af^er tempered by the 
erection of a superior court, called the court of the ephoriy which 
consisted of but five in gtaiber, and the members were chosen 
annually into their office. They were elected from the people, 
and had a power of arrestii^and imprisoning even the persons 
of their kings, if they acted unbecoming their station. 

16. The people also had a nominal share in the government. 
They had their assemblies consisting of citizens only ; and also 
their great convention of all persons who were free of the state. 
But tnis power of conv^ng was but a mere matter of form, as 
the senate ahme was permitted to call them together, and as it 
was in the option of that body to dismiss them at pleasure. 
The subject of deliberation also was to be of then* proposal, 
while the people, denied the privilege of debatii^ or diiscussing, 
could only reject or ratify widi laconic decision. To keep them 
still more helpless, they were left out of ail offiees of the state, 
and were considered merely as machines^ which fhe^ wiser fel- 
low-citizens were to Conduct and emfkay^ 

17. So smaU a degree of power granted to the people might 
be apt to destroy these institutions in their infancy; but to 
reconcile them to the change, Lycurgus boldly resolved to give 
them a share in those lands of which, by the increasing riches of 
some, and the dissipation of others, they had been deprived; 
To keep the people inpleoty wd dependence, seems to have 
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hem one of the most refined strokes ia this philosopher's legis- 
lation. 

18. The generality of the people were at that time so poory 
that they were destitute of every kind of possession, whilst a 
small number of individuals were possessed of all the*^ lands and 
the wealth of the country. In order, therefore, to banish the 
uisolence, the fraud, and the luxury of the one, as well as the 
misery, the repining, and the factious despair of the others, he 
p^vuaded the majority, and forced the rest, to give up all their 
lands to the c<Mnmonwealth, and to make a new division of them, 
that they might aU live together in perfect equality. Thus all 
the sensual goods of life were equally distributed among the 
governors and the governed; and superior merit alone conferred 
superior cBstinction. 

19* Lycurgus accordingly divided all the lands of Laconia 
into thirty thousand parts, and those of Sparta into nine thou« 
sandy and these he ptNrtioned out to the respective inhabitants of 
each district. Each portion was sufficient to maintain a family 
in that frugal jnanner he proposed ; and, diough the kings had 
a larger share assigned them to support theur dignity, yet their 
tables had rather an air of decency and competency, than of 
superfluity or profusion. 

20. It is said that some years after, as Lycurgus was return- 
ing from a long journey, observing ho«AquaJly the com was di- 
vided in all parts of the country, he n^Pheard to observe,^ smil- 
ing on those next him, Do€8 not Laconia look like an estate 
tohich several brothers have been dividing amongst them. 

21. But it would have answered no permanent purpose to di- 
vide the lands, if the money wefe still suffered to accumulate. 
To prevent, therefore, all other distinction but that of merit, he 
resolved to level down aU fortune to one standard. He did not 
indeed strip those possessed of gold or silver of their property; 
but, what was equivalent, he cried down its value, and suffered 
nothmg but uron money to pass in exchange for evety commodi^ 
ty. 'uus coin also he made so heavy, and fixed at so low a rate,., 
that a cart and two oxen ware requned to carry home a sum of 
ten minas, or about twenty pounds English, and a whole house 
was necessary to keep it in. 

22. This iron money had no currency among any other of 
the Grecian states, who, so iar from esteeming it, treated it with 
the utmost contempt and ridicule. From the neglect of foreign- 
ers, the Spartans themselves began to despise it, so that money 
was at last brouglu into dbuse^ and few troubled themselves 
with more than was hardy sufficient to supply their necessities. 
Tlius not only riches^ but their attendant train of avarice, fraud^ 
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rapine, and luxury, were Banished from this simple state ; and 
the people found in ignorance of riches a happy substitute for 
the want of those refinements they bestow. 

23. But these institutions were not thought sufficient to pre- 
vent that tendency which mankind have to private excess. A 
third regulation was therefore made, commanding that all meals 
should be in public. He ordained that all the men should eat 
in one common hdl without distinction; and lest strangers 
should attempt to corrupt his citizens by their example, a law 
was expressly made against their continuance in the city. By 
these means frugality was not only n^essary, but the use of 
riches was at once abolished. Every man sent monthly his 
provision to the common stock, with a little money for other 
contingent expenses. These consisted of one bushel of flour^ 
eight measures of wine, five pounds of cheese, and two pounds 
and a half of figs. 

24. The tables consisted of fifteen persons each, where lione 
could be admitted but by the consent of the whole company. 
Every one, without exception of persons, was obliged to be at 
the common mesd; and a long time after, when. Agis returned 
from a successful expedition, he was punished and reprimand- 
ed for having eaten with his queen in privtite. The very chil- 
dren eat of these meals, and were earned thither as to a school 
of temperance and wi^m. 

25. At these homd^ repasts no rude or immoral conversa- 
tion was permitted, no loquacious disputes or ostentatious talk- 
ing. Each endeavoured to express his sentiments with the ut- 
most perspicuity and conciseness ; wit was admitted to season 
the banquet, and secrecy to give it security. As soon as a 
young man came into the room, the oldest man in company 
used to say to him, p<Hnting to the door, ^< Nothing spoken here 
must go that way.^* 

26. Black broth was their favourite dish; of what ingre- 
dients it was made is not known, but they used no fiesh in their 
entertainments. It probably resembled those lenten soups 
which are still in use on the continent. Dionysius, the tyrant, 
found their fare very unpalatable ; but, as the cook asserted, the 
broth was nothing without the seasoning of fatigue and hunger. 

27* An injunction so rigorous, which thus cut off all the deli- 
cacies and refinements jof luxury, iivas by no means pleasing to 
the rich, who took every occasion to insult the lawgiver upon 
his new regulations. The tumults they excited were frequei^t; 
and 'in ope of these, a young fello^, whose name was Alexander. 
struck out one of JLycurgus's eyes. But he had the majority of 
the people on his side, who, provoked at the otztrage, delivered 
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the young man into his hands to treat him with all proper se- 
verity. * 

28. Lycurgus, instead of testifying any brutal resentment^ 
won over his aggressor by all the arts of affability and tender- 
ness, till at last^ from being/one of the proudest and most turbu- 
lent men of Sparta, he l^came an example of wisdom and 
moderation, and an useful assistant to Lycurgus in promoting 
his new mstitutions. 

29* Thus, undaunted by opposition, and steady in his de- 
signs, he went on to make a thorough reformation in the man* 
ners of his countrymen. As the education of the youth was one 
of the most important objects of a legislator's care, he took care 
to instil such early principles, that children should in a manner 
be bom with a sense of order and discipline. His grand princi- 
ple was, that children were properly the possession of the state, 
and belonged to the community more than to their parents. To 
this end he began from the very time of their conception, making 
it the mothei^s duty to use such diet and exercise as might fit 
her to produce a vigorous and healthy offspring. 

30. As during this period, all institutions were tinctured with . 
the savageness of the times, it is not wonderful that Lycurgus 
ordained that all such children as, upon a public view, were 
deemed deformed or weakly, and unfitted for a future life of 
vigour and fatigue, should be exposed to perish in a cavern near 
mount Taysetus. This was considered as a public punish* 
ment upon Ae mother; and it was thought the readiest way ta 
ligh{en the state of future incumbrance, 

31. Those infants that were bom witJiout any capita] de* 
fects, were adopted as children of the state, and delivered to 
their parents to be nursed with severity and hardship. From 
their tenderest age they were accustomed to make no choice in 
their eating, nor to be afraid in the dark, or when left alone, not 
to be peevish or fretful, to walk barefoot, to lie hard at nights, 
to wear the same clothes winter and summer, and to fear nothing 
from their equals. 

32. At the age of seven years tbey were taken from their 
parents, and dehvered over to the classes for a public educa- 
tion. Their discipline there was little else than an apprentice- 
ship to hardship, self-denial, and obedience. In these classes, 
one of the boys, More advanced and experienced than the rest, 
presided as captain to govern and chastise the refractory. Their 
very«sports and exercises were regulated according to the exact- 
est discipline, and made up of labour and fatigue: They went 
barefoot, with theu: heads shaved, and fought with one another 
naked. 
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S3. While they were at table it was usual for the masters to 
instruct' the boys, by askii^ them questions concerning the na- 
ture of moral actions, or the different merits of the most noted 
men of the time. The boys were obliged to give a quick and 
ready answer, which was to J>e accompanied with their reasons 
in the concisest manner, for a Spartan's language was as sparing 
as his money was ponderous and bulky. 

$4, All ostentatious learning was banished from this simple 
commonwealth, their only study was to obey, their only pride 
was to suffer hardship. Every art was practised to harden 
them against adventitious danger. There was yearly a custom 
of whipping them at the alts^r of Diana, and the boy that 
bore this punishment with the greatest fortitude, came off vic- 
torious. 

35. This was inflicted publicly before the eyes of their pa- 
rents, and in the presence of the whole city ; and many were 
known to expire under the severity of the discipline, without 
uttering a single groan. Even their own fathers, when they 
saw them covered with blood and wounds, and ready to expire, 
exhorted them to persevere to the end with constancy and reso^ 
lution. Plutarch, who says that he has seen several children 
expire tmder this cruel treatment, tells us of one who having 
stolen a fox, and hid it under his coat, chose rather to let it tear 
his very bowels than discover the theft. 

36. Every institution seems tending to harden the body, and 
sharp^i the mind for war. In order to prepare them for strata- 
gems and sudden incursions, the boys wer^ permitted to steal 
from each other ; but if they were caught in the fact, they were 
punislied for their want of dexterity. Such a permission, there- 
fore, was litde better than a prohibition of theft, since ike pun- 
ishment followed, as at present, in case of detection. In fact, 
by this institution, negligence in the possessor was made jusdy 
liable to the loss of the possessions, a consideration wluch has 
not been sufficiently attended to by subsequent legislators. 

37* At twelve years old, the boys were removed into othw 
classes^ of a more advanced kind. There, in order to crush the 
seeds of vice, which at that time began to appear, their labour 
and discipline were increased with their age. There they had 
their instructer from among the men, called Psedonomus, and 
under him the Irens, young men selected from their own body, 
to exercise a more constant and immediate command over 
them. 

38. They had now their skirmishes between parties, and 
their mock fights between larger bodies. In these they often 
fought with hands, feet, teeth^ and nails, "with such obstinacy, 
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tliH it was common to see them 1(^ their eyes, and often their 
lives^ before the fray determined. Such was die constant dis- 
cipline of the minority, which lasted till the age of thirty, before 
which they were not permitted to marry, to go into the ttooips, 
or to bear any office in the state. 

39* With regard to the vir^ns, their discipline was equally 
strict with the former. They were inured to a constant course 
of labour and industry until they were twenty years old, before 
which time they were not considered marriageable. They had 
also their peculiar exercises. They ran, wrestled, pitched the 
bar, and performed all these feats naked before the whole body 
of the citizens. Yet this was thought no way indecent, as it 
was supposed that the frequent view of the person would rather 
check than excite any looser appetite. 

40. An education so manlike did not fail to produce in the 
Spartan women corre^)onding sentiments. They were bold, 
frugal, and patriotic, filled with a sense of honour, and a love 
of military glory. Some foreign women, in conversation with 
the wife of Lieonidas, saying that the Spartan women alone 
knew how to govern the men, she boldly repUed, ^ the Spartan 
women alone bpng forth men." 

41* A mother was known to give her son, who was going to 
battle, his shield, with this remarkable advice : Return with ity 
or return upon if. Implying, that rather than throw it from 
him in flight, he should be borne upon it dead to hb friends in 
Sparta. 

42. Another hearing that her son was killed in fighting for 
his country, she answered without any emotion, ^^ It is for that 
I brought him into the wwld." After the bauttle of Leuctra, 
the parents of those who died in the action, went to the temples 
to thank the gods, that their sons had done thdr duty^ while 
those wtiose children survived that dreadful day, seemed incon- 
solable. 

43. Yet it must not be concealed, that in a city where the 
women were inspired with such a passion for miUtary glory, 
they were not equally remarkable for connubial fidelity. In 
fact, there was no law against adultery, and an exchange of hus* 
bands was often actually practised among them. This was al- 
ways by the mutual consent of parties, which removed the 
tedious ceremonies of a divorce. One reason assigned for al- 
lowing tins mutual liberty, was not so much to gratify licentious 
desire, as to improve the breed of citizens, by matching such as 
were possessed of mutual inclination. In fact, in many of the 
laws of Lycurgus he seems to admit that private vices may be- 
come public benefits, and this among the number. 
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44. Besides these constitutioiial regulations, there were many 
odier general maxims laid down, that obtained the force of laws 
among them. They were forbid to exercise any mechanic art. 
The diief occupations of the Spartans were bodily exercises or 
hunting. The Helotes, who had lost their liberty some cen- 
turies before, and who had been condemned to perpetual slave- 

. ry, tilled their lands for them, receiving for their labour a bare 
subsistence. 

45. The citizens, thus possessed of competence and leisure, 
were mostly in company in large common halls, where they 
met and conversed together. / lliey passed little of their time 
alone, being accustomed to live like bees, always together, al- 
ways attentive to their chiefs and leaders. The love of their 
country and the public good was their predominant passion : 
and all self-interest was lost in the general wish for the welfare 
of the community. Pedaratus having missed the honour of 
being chosen of the three hundred who had a certain rank in 
the city, converted his disappointment into joy, that there were 
three hundred better men in Sparta than he. 

46. Among the maxims of their legislator, it was forbidden 
them to make frequent war upon the same ^lemies. By this 
inhibition they were restrained from lasting and immoderate 
resentment, tliey were in no danger of teaching their discipline 
to those they made war upon, and all their alliances were thus 
more frequently renewed. 

47. Whenever they had broken and routed the enemies, they 
never pursued them farther than was necessary to make them- 
selves sure of victory. They thought it sufficiently glorious 

' to overcome, and were ashamed of destroying an enemy that 
yielded or fled. Nor was this without answering some good 
purposes : for an enemy, conscious that all who resisted were 
put to the sword, often fled, as they were convinced that such 
a conduct was the surest means of obtaining safety. Thus 
valour and generosity seemed the ruling motives of this new in- 
stitution. Arms were their only exercise, and their life was 
much less^austere in the camp than In the city. 

48. The Spartans were the only people in the world to 
whom the time of war was a time of ease and refreshment : be- 
cause then the severity of their manners was relaxed, and the 
men were indulged in greater liberties. With them the first 
and most inviolable law of war wias never to turn their backs on 
the enemy, however disfnroportioned in force, nor to deliver up 
their anns until they resigned them with life. 

49. When the poet Archilochus came to Sparta he was 
obliged to ^uit the city for having asserted in one of his poems, 
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that it was better for a man to lose his arms than his life. Thus 
resolved uppn conquest or death, they went cahnly forward 
with all the confidence of success, sure of meeting a glorious 
victory, or, what they valued equsdly, a noble death. 

50. Thus depending upon their valour alone for safety, their 
le^slator forbid walling the city, it washls maxim that a wall 
of men was preferable to a wall of bricks, and that confined 
valour was scarce preferable to cowardice. Indeed, a city, in 
which were tliirty thousand fightii^ men, stood in little need 
of walls jto protect * it ; and. we have scarce an instance in 
history, of their suffering themselves to be driven to their last 
retreats. 

51. War and its honours was their employment and am- 
bition. Their Helotes, or slaves, tilled their grounds, and did 
all their servile drudgery. These unhappy men were in a 
manner bound to the soil; it was not lawful to sell them to 
strangers, or to make them free. If at any time their increase 
became inconvenient, or created a suspicion in their fierce mas- 
ters, there was a diabolical cryptiay or secret act, by which they 
were permitted to destroy them; 

52. From this barbarous severity, however, Lycuigus is ac- 
quitted by Plutarch ; but it is plain, that hts institutions were 
not sufiicient to restrain the people from such baseness and cru- 
elty. It was by this abonunable act allowed for several com- 
panies of young men to go out of the city by day, and, conceal- 
ing themselves in the thickets, to rush out in the night upon 
their slaves, and kill all they could find in their way. Thucy- 
dides relates, that two thousand of these slaves disappec^-ed at 
once without ever after being heard of. 

53. It is truly amazing, how a people like the Spartans, re- 
nowned for lenity to the conquered, for submission to their su- 
periors, for reverence to old age, and friendship for each other, 
should yet be so horriWy brutal to those beneath them, to ipen 
that ought to be considered in every respect as their equals, as 
their countrymen, and only degraded by an unjust usurpation. 
Yet nothing is more certain than their cruel treatment : they 
were not only condemned to the ihost servile occupations, but 
oftjeri destroyed without reason. They were frequently made . 
drunk and exposed before the children, in order to deter them 
from so brutal a species of debauchery. 

54. Such was the general purport of the institutions of Ly- 
cui'gus, which, frpm their tendency, gained the esteem and ad- 
miration of all the siuTOunding nations. The Greeks were 
ever apt to be dazzled rather with splendid than useful virtues : 

d praised the laws of Lycurgus, which at best were calculated 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



20 THE HISTORY 

to make men more warlike than happy, and to substitute insen— 
sibility to enjoyment. 

55. If considered in a ppliticallight, the city of Lacedaemon 
was but a military garrison, supported by the labour of a nu- 
merous peasantry that were slaves. The laws, therefore, by 
which they were governed, are not much more rigorous than 
many of the military institutions of modern princes. The same 
labour, the same discipline, the same poverty, and the same 
subordination, is found i» many of the garrisoned towns of 
Europe that prevailed for so many centuries in Sparta. 
«» 56, The only difference that appears t^ me between a soldier 
of Lacedaemon, and a soldier in garrison at Gravelines, is, that 
the one was permitted to marry at thirty, and the other is 
obliged to continue single all his life : the one lives in the midst 
of a civilized country, which he is supposed to protect ; the 
otlter lived in the midst of a number of civilized states, which he 
had no inclination to offend. War is equally the trade of both : 
and a canvpaign is frequently a relaxation from the more rigor- 
ous confinement of garrison duty. 

57* When Lycurgus-had tbusMU)mpleted his mjjitary institu- 
tion, and when the form of government he had' established 
, seemed strong and vigorous enough to support itself, his next 
care was to give it all the permanence in his power. He, there- 
fore, signified to the people that something still remained for 
the completion of his plan, and that he was under the necessity 
of going to consult the oracle at Delphos for its advice. In the 
mean time, he persuaded them to take an oath for the strict ob- 
servance of all his laws till his return, and then departed with a 
full resolution of never seeing Sparta more. 

58. When he was arrived at Delphos, he consulted the oracle 
to know whether the laws he had made were sufficient to render 
the Lacedaemonians happy : and being answered, that nothing 
was wanting to their perfection, he sent his answer to Sparta, 
and then voluntarily starved himself to death. Others say, that 
he died in Crete, ordering his body to be humed, and his ashes 
to be thrown into the sea. The death of this great lawgiver 
gave a sanction and authority to his laws which his life was 
unable to confer. 

59* The Spartans regarded his end as the most glorious of 
oil his actions, a noble finishing of all his former services ; they 
considered themselves as bound by every tie of gratitude and re- 
ligion to a strict observance of all his institutions ; and the long 
continuance of the Spartan government is a proof of their per* 
severing resolution. .. 

€0, The Lacedaemonians thus constituted, seemed only "de- 
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siroos of an opportunity of displaying the superiority of their 
power among die neighbouring states, their rivals. The war 
between them and the Messenians soon taught them to know 
the advantages of their military institutions ; but as I am hasten- 
ing to more important events, I will touch upon this as concitely 
as lean. 

61 • There was a temj^e of Diana common to the Messe- 
nians and Lacedaemonians, standing upon the borders of either 
kingdom. It was there that the Messenians were accused of 
attempting the chastity of some Spartan virgins ; and of killing 
Teleculus, one of the Spartan kings, who interposed in their d^ 
fence. Tlie Messenians, on the odier hand, deniefd the charge, 
and averred that these supposed virgins were young men i&a 
dressed up with daggers under their clothes, and placed there 
by Teleci:dus with an intent to surprise them. 

62. To the mutual resentment occasioned by this, another 
cause of ao^mosity was soon after added : Polychares, a Mess^ 
nian, who had won the prize in the Olympic games, let out 
some cows to pasture to Euphfienus, a Lacedaemonian, who was 
to pay himself for their keeping with a share of the im^ease. 
Euphaenus sold the cows, and pretended they were stolen from 
him. 

63. Polychares sent his son to. demand the money; hut the 
Lacedsemoman, to a^ravate his crime, killed the young man, 
and persuaded his countrymen to give no redress. Polychares, « 
therefore, undertook to do himself justice, and killed all the 
Lacedaemonians that came in his way. Expostulations passed 
between both kingdoms, till at last the affair came to a genend 
war, which was carried on for many years, with doubtful succeits* 

64. In this situation the Messenians sent to consult the oracle 
of Delphos, who required the sacrifice of a virgin of the family 
of J£p3rtus. Upon casting lots among the descendants of thtf 
prince, the chance fell upon the daughter of Lycisus : but being ^ 
thought to be suppositious, Aristodemus offered his daughter, 
whom all allowed to be his own. Her lover, however, attempt- 
ed to avert the blow, by asserting that she was with child by 
him, but her father was so enraged that he ripped up her belly 
with his own hand publicly to vindicate her innocence. 

65. The enthusiasm which this sacrifice produced, served for 
a while to give the Messenians the advantage ; but being at last 
overthrown and besieged in the city of Ithoe, Aristodemus find- 
ing all things desperate, slew himself upon his daughter's grave, 
mth him fell the kingdom of Messenia, not without a most ob- 
stinate renstance, and many a defeat of the Sparta^ army^ 
which they held dius engaged for above twenty years. 
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66. Nor must we oimt one memorable transaction of the 
Laceddemonians during this war : having drained their city of all 
its male inhabitants, and obliged themselves by oath not to re- 
turn until their designs were accomplished ; their women in the 

«mean time, remonstrated, that from their long absence all pos- 
terity would be at an end. 

67. To remedy this inconvenience, they detached fifty of 
their most promising young men from the army to go to Sparta, 
and to lie promiscuously with all the young women they fancied. 
The offspring of these virgins were, from them, called Parthe- 
niae ; who finding themselves contemned and slighted by the 
Spartans on their return, joined some years after, in an insur- 
rection with the Helotes^ but were soon suppressed. Being 
expelled the state, they went under the conduct of their captain^ 
Philanthus, and settled at Tarentum, in Italy. 

68. After a rigorous subjection of thirty-nine years, the Mes- 
senians, once more, made a vigorous struggle for freedom, being 
headed by Aristomenes, a young man of great courage and ca- 
pacitv. The success of the first engagement was doubtful ; and 
the Lacedaemonians being advised by the oracle to send for h 
general from among the Athenians, this politic state sent them 
Tyrtaeus, a poet and schoolmaster, whose chief business was to 
harangue and repeat his own verses. 

69. The Spartans were little pleased with their new, leader j 
but their veneration for the oracle kept them obedient to his 
commands. Their success, however, did not seem to improve 
with their duty : they suffered a defeat from Aristomenes, who 
l^ing his shield in the pursuit, their total overthrow was pcie- 
vented. 

70. A second and a third defeat followed soon after ; so that 
the Lacedaemonians, quite dispirited, had thoughts of concluding 
a peace upon any terms' 5 but Tyrtaeus so inflamed them by his 
orations and songs in praise of military glory, that they resolved 
upon another battle, in which they were victorious ; and soon 
after, Aristomenes was taken prisoner in a skirmish, with fifty 
of his followers. 

71. The adventures of this hero deserve our notice. Being 
carried prisoner to Sparta, he was thrown into a deep 'dungeon, 
which had been used for the execution of malefactors^ and his 
fifty soldiers with him. They were aM killed by the faU, except 
Aristomenes, who finding a wild beast at the bottom preying 
upon a carcass, he secured the animal's mouth, and continued 
to hold by the tail, until the beast made directly to its hole. 
There, finding the issue too narrow, he was obliged to let go 
his hold 5 but following the track with his^eye^ he perceived 

\ 
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a glimmering from above, and at length wrought his way 
out. 

72. After this extraordinary escape, he repaired immediately 
to his troops ; and, at their head, made a successful sally by 
night, against the Corinthian forces. Nevertheless he was once 
more, shortly after, taken by some Cretans ; but his keepers 
being ma^e drunk, he stabbed them with their own daggers, and 
returned to his forces. 

73. But his single valour was not sufficient to avert the ruin 
of his country ; although, with his own single prowess, he had 
thrice earned the Hecatomphonia, a sacrifice due to those who 
had killed •ne hundred of the enemy hand to hand in battle. 
The body of his forces being smaU, and fatigued with continual 
duty, the city of Eira, which he defended, was taken ^ and the 
Messenians were obliged to take refuge with Anazilas, a prince 
of Sicily. 

74. As for Tyrtaeus, the Lacedaemonians made him a -mm 
free of their city, which was the highest honour they had 334Q* 
in their power to bestow. By the accession of the Mes- 
senian country to the territory of Sparta, ^is state became one 
of the most powerful of all Greece, and was second only to 
Athens, which state it always considered with an eye of jealousy. 

CHAPTER in. 

Of the Gavemment of Athens j the L(w>$ of Soloriy dnd the 
History of the Republic from the time of Sohn to the. com^ 
mencement of the Persian war, 

1. Ws now return to Athens. Codrus, the last king of this 
state, having devoted himself for the good of his country, a 
ma^strate, under^the title of archon, was appointed to succeed 
him. The first who bore this office was Medon, the son of the 
late king, who being opposed by his brother Nileus, was prefer- 
red by the oracle, and accordingly invested with his new digni^. 
This magistracy was at first for life : it was soon reduced to a 
period of ten years, and at last becaune annual } and in this- state 
it continued for near three, hundred years. 

2. During this inactive government, little offers to adorn the 
ps^e of history ; the spirit of extensive dominion had not as yet 
entered into Greece, and the citizens were too much employed 
in their private intrigues to attend to foreign concerns. Athens, 
therefore, continued a long time incap£d)le of enlar^ng her 
power; content with safety amidst the contending interests of 
aspiring potentates and factious citiseos. 
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S. A desire of being governed by written laws, at last made 
A M ^^y ^^' ^ ^^^ change in government. For more tlian a 
3380 ' ^®"^*"y ^^®y ^*"^ ''^^ ^^ S^^ eflBects of laws in the regu- 
* lation of the Spartan commonwealth ; and, as they were 
a more enlightened people, they expected greater advantages 
from a new institution. In the choice, therefore, of a legisla- 
tor, they pitched upon Draco, a man of acknowledged wisdom 
and unshaken integrity : but rigid even beyond human sufferance. 

4. It does not appear, that any state of Greece was possessed 
of written laws before his time. However, he was not afraid to 
enact the most severe laws, which laid the same penalties on 
the most atrocious and the most trifling offences. •These laws, 
which punished all crimes with death, and which were said not 
to be written with ink, but with blood, were too cruel to be duly 
and justly administered. Sentiments of humanity in the judges, 
compassion for the accused, when his fault was not equal to his 
suffering, the unwillingness of witnesses to exact too cruel an 
atonement, their fears also of thje resentment of the people ; all 
these conspired to render the laws obsolete, before they could 
well be put into execution. Thus, the new laws counteracted 
their own purpose; and their excessive rigour paved the way 
for the. most dangerous impunity. 

5. It was in tUs distressful state of the commonwealth, that 
Solon was applied to for his advice and assistance, as the wisest 
and just^t man of all Athens. His great learning had acquired 
liim the reputation of being the first of the seven wise men of 
Greece ; and his known humanity procured him the love and 
veneration of every rank among. his fellow-citizens. 

6. Solon was a native of Salamis, an island dependent on 
Athens } but which had revolted, to put itself under the power 
of the Megareans. In attempting to recover this island, the 
Athenians had spent much blood and treasure; until, at last, 
wearied out with such ill-success, a law was made rendering it 
capital ever to advise the recovery of their lost possession. 
Solon, however, undertook to persuade them to another trial ; 
and feigning himself mad, ran about the streets, using the most 
violent gestures and language; but the purport of aU was, up- 
braiding the Athenians for Sieir remissness and effenunacy in 
livine up their conquests in despair. 

7*^ short, he acted his part so well, by the oddity of his 
manner, and the strength of his reasoning, that the people re- 
solved upon another expedition against Salsunis ; and by a strata- 
gem of his contrivance, in which he introduc^ several young 
men upon the island in women's clothes, the place was sur- 
prised, and added to the dominicm of Athens. 
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8. But this was not the only occasion on which he exhibited 
superior address and wisdom. At a time when Qreece had 
carried the arts of eloquence, poetry, and government, higher 
than they had yet been seen among mankind, Solon was con- 
sidered as one of the foremost in each perfection. The sages 
of Greece, whose fame is still undiminished, acknowledged his 
merit, and adopted him as their associate. 

9« The correspondence between these wise men was at once 
instructive, friendly, and sincere. They were seven in number, 
namely, Thales the Milesian, Solon of Athens, Chilo of Lacedse* 
mbn, Pittacus of Mittilene, Periander of Corinth, Bias and 
Cleoboius, whose birth places are not ascertained. Those sages 
^ often visited each other; and their conversations generally turned 
upon the methods of instituting the best form of government^ 
or the arts of pri^te happiness. 

lO. One day when Solon went to Miletos to see Thales, the 
first thing he said was to express his surprise that Thales had 
nev^r desired to marry, or have children. Thales made him 
no answer then, but, a few days after, he comrived that a stran- 
ger, supposed to arrive from Athens, should join tfaieir company. 
Solon, hearing from whence the stranger came, was inquisitive 
after the news of his own city ; but was only informed that a 
young man died there, for whom the whole place was in the 
greatest affliction, as he was reputed the most promising youth 
in all Athens. <* Alas 1^ cried Solon, " how much is the poor 
father of the youth to be pitied ? pray what was his name?'' « I 
heard the name,'' replied the stranger, who was instructed for 
the occasion, ^ but I have forgot it : I only remember that all 
people talked much of his wisdom and justice." 
'11. Every answer ;afibrded hew matter of trouble and terror 
to the inquisitive father; and he had just strength enough to 
ask, *^ if the youtli was not the son of Solon ?" " The very 
same," replied the stranger. At which word, Solon showed 
all the marks of the most inconsolaUe distress. This was the 
ojpportunity iiri^ich Thales wanted, who took him by the hand 
and said to him, with a smile ; ^ Comfort yourself, my friend, 
all that has been told yeu is mere fiction, but may serve as 
a very proper answer to yow question, why I never thought 
proper to marry." 

12. One day, at the Court of Feriamier of Corinth, a question 
• was proposed ; which was the most perfect popular government ? 
« That," said Bias ^ « where the law has no superior." " That," 
said Thales, " where the inhabitants ate neither too rich nor 
too poor." « That," said Anacharsis, the Scythian, "where 
virtue is honoured and vice always detested." " That," said 
B . 
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Cleobolus, ^^ where the citizens fear blame more than punish- 
ishment." " That," said Chilo, " where the laws are more re- 
garded than the orators." But Solon's opinion seems to have 
3ie greatest weight, who said, " where an injury done to the 
meanest subject, is an insult upon the whole constitution." 

13. Upon a certaun occasion, when Solon was conversing 
with Anacharsis, the Scythian philosopher, about his intended 
reformation in the state ; " Alas !" cried the Scythian, " all your 
laws will be found to resemble spiders' webs j the weak and 
small flies will be caught and entangled, but the great and pow- 
erful will always have strength enough to break tibrough," 

14. Solon's interview with Croesus king of Lydia, is still 
more celebrated. Thi^ monarch, who was reputed the richest 
of all Asia Minor, was willing to make an ostentatious display 
of his wealth before the Greek philosopher ; and after showing 
him immense heaps of treasure, and the greater variety of other 
ornaments, he demanded whether he did not think the possessor 
the most happy of all mankind. " No," replied Solon, ** I 
know one man more happy, a poor peasant in Greece, who is 
neither in affluence or poverty, has but a few wants, and has 
learned to supply them by his labour." 

15. This answer was by no means agreeable to the vcun 
monarch, who, by his question only hoped for a reply that 
would tend to flatter his pride. Willing, therefore, to extort one 
still more favourable, he asked, " whether at least he did not 

-think him happy ?" *^ Alas !" cried Solon, " what man can be 
pronounced happy before he dies ?" 

16. The integrity and wisdom of Solon's replies appeared in 
the event. The kingdom of Lydia was invaded by Cyrus, the 
empire destroyed, and Croesus himself taken prisoner. When 
he was led out to execution, according to the barbarous man- 
ners of the times, he then too late recollected the maxims of 
Solon, and could not help crying out, when on the scaffold, upon 
Solon's name : Cyrus hearing him repeat the name with great 
earnestness, was desurous of knowing the reason ; and being in- 
formed by Croesus of that philosopher's remarkable observa- 
tion, he b^an to fear for himself; pardoned Croesus, and took 
him for the future into confidence and friendship. Thus, Solon 
had the merit of saving one king's life, and of reforming another. 

17. Such was the man to whom the Athenians applied for 
assistance in reforming the ^verity of their government ; and 
instituting a just body of laws. Athens was, at this time, di- 
vided into as many factions as there were different sorts of in- 
habitants in Attica. Those that lived upon the mountains 
were fond of exact equality ; those that lived in the low country 
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were for the dominion of a few ; and those that dwelt on the 
sea cpasts, and were consequently addicted to commerce^ were 
for keeping those parties so exactly balanced, as to permit 
neither to prevail. 

18. But, besides these, there was a fourth party, and that by 
much the most numerous, consisting wholly of the poor, who 
were grievously harassed and oppressed by the rich ; and loaded 
with debts which they were not able to discharge. This un- 
happy party, which, when they know their own strength, must 
ever prevail, were now determined to thiow off the yoke of their 
oppressors ; and to choose themselves a chief who should make 
a refornaation in government, by making a new division of lands. 

19. As Solon had never sided with either, he was regarded 
as the refuge olrall : the rich liking iiim, because he was rich : 
the poor, because he was honest. Though he was, at first, un- 
willing to undertake so dangerous an employmeiit, he, at last, suf- 
fered hunself to be chosen archon, and to be constituted supreme 
legislator, with the unanimous consent of all. 

20. This was a situation in wiiich nothing could be added to 
his power ; yet many of the citizens advised him to make him- 
self king ; but he had too much wisdom to seek after a name 
which would render him obnoxious to many of his fellow citizens, 
wlule he was, in fact, possessed of more than regal authority. A 
tyranny y\ie would say, resembles a fair garden; it is a beaiutiful 
spot while toe are within : but it wants a way to get out at. 

21. Rejecting, therefore, the wish of royalty, he resolved 
upon settling a form of government-that should be founded on 
the basis of Just and reasonable liberty. Not venturing to med- 
dle with certain disorders which he looked upon as incurable, 
he undertook to bring about no other alterations but such as 
were apparently reasonable to the meanest capacity. In short, 
it was his aim to give the Athenians, not the best of possible 
constitutions; but the very best they were capable of receiving. 

22. His first attempt was, therefore, in favour of the poor, 
whose debts he abolished at Once, by an express law of insol- 
venqy. But to do this, with the least injury he could to the 
creditor, he raised the value of money in a moderate proportion, 
by which he nominally increased their riches. But his manage- 
ment, on this occasion, had IHce to have had very dang»*ous 
consequences, for some of his friends, to whom the scheme had 

. been previously communicated, took up vast sums of money 
while It was low, in order to be possessed of the difierence when 
it became of greater value. 

23. Solon himself was suspected of having a hand in this 
fraud: but to wipe off all suspicion, he remitted his debtors 
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five, or as others say, fifteen talents; and thus regamed the 
confidence of the people. 

24. His next step was to repeal all the laws enacted by' 
Draco, except those against murder. He then proceeded to the 
regulation of offices, employments, and magistracies, aH which 
he left in the hands of the rich. He distributed the rich citi- 

,zens into three classes, ranging them according to their incomes. 
Those that were found to have five hundred measures yearly, 
as well in corn as in liquids, were placed in the first rank 5 those 
that had three hundred were placed in the second, and those 
that had but two hundred made up die third. 

25. All the rest of the citizens whose ihcome fell short of two 
hundred measures, were comprised in a fourth and last class ; 
and were considered as unqualified for any employment what- 
ever. But, to compensate for this exclusion, he gave every 
private citizen a privilege of voting in the great assembly of the 
whole body of the state. This, indeed, at first, might appear a 
concession of small consequence: but it was soon fpund to 
contain very solid advantages : for, by the laws of Athens, it 
was permitted, after the determination of the magistrates, to 
appeal to the general assembly of the people ; and thus, in 
time, all causes of weight and moment came before them. 

26. Ii^ some measure to counteract the influence of a popular 
assembly, he gave greater weight to the court of Areopagus, 
and also instituted another council consisting of four hundred. 
The Areopagus, so called from the place where the court was 
held, had been established some centuries before, but Solon re- 
stored and augmented its authority. To this court was com- 
mitted the care of causing the laws to be observed and put in 
execution. Before hb time, the citizens of the greatest probity 
and justice were made judges of that tribunal. 

27' Solon was the first who thought it convenient that none 
should be honoured with that dignity but such as JBad passed 
through- the oifice of archon. Nothing was so a^;ust as this 
court ; and its reputation for judgment and int^rity became so 
very great, that uie Romans, sometimes, referred causes, which 
were too intricate for their own decision^ to the determination 
of this tribunal. 

28. Nothing was regarded here but truth; that tio extomal 
objects might prevent justice, the tribunal was held m darkness ; 
and the advocates were denied all attempts to work upon the 
passions of the judges. Superior to thb, Solon instituted the 
great council of four hundred, who were to judge upon appeals 
from the Areopf^;us ; and maturely to examine every question, 
before it came to be debated in a general assembly of thepeojde. 
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29' Such was the reformation in the general institutions for 
the good of the state ; his particular laws k^ di^[)ensing justice 
were more numerous. In the first place^ all persons, who m 
public dissensions and differences espoused neither [Murty, but 
continued to act with a blameable neutrality, were declared in- 
famous, condemned to perpetual punishment, and to have all 
their estates confiscated. 

30. Nothing could mqre induce mankind to a spirit of patriot- 
ism than this celebrated law. A mind, thus obliged to take 
part in public concerns, learns, from habit, to make those con- 
cerns its principal care, and self>interest quickly sinks before 
them. By this method of accustoming the minds of the people 
to look upon that man as an enemy tlu^t should appear indiffer- 
ent and unconcerned in the misfortunes of the public, he pro- 
vided the state with a quick and general resource in every dan- 
gerous emei^g^cy. 

31. He next permitted every particular person to espouse the 
quarrel of any one, that was injured or insulted. By this means, 
every person in the state became the enemy of him who did 
wrong; and the turbulent were thus overpowered by the num- 
ber of their opponents. 

3%, He abolished the custom o£ giving portions in mahriage 
with young women; unless they were only daughters. The 
bride was to carry no other fortune to her husband than three 
suits of clothes, and some household goods of little value. It was 
his aim to prevent making matrimony a traffic ; he considered 
it as an honourable connexion, calculated for the mutual happi- 
ness of both parties, and the general advantages of the state. 

33. Before this lawgiver's time the Athenians were not al- 
lowed to make their wills ; but the weakh of the deceased natu- 
rally, and. of course, devolved upon his children. Solon'allowe4 
every one that was childless to dispose of his whole estate as he 
thought fit ; preferring, by that means, friendship to kindred^ 
and choii^ to necessity and constraint. From this institution ^ 
the>ond between the parents apd children became more solid 
and firm : it confirmed the just authority of the «ne, and in- 

« creased the necessary dependence of the other. 

34. He made a regulation to lessen the rewards to the victors 
at the Olympic and Isthmian games. He considered it as unjust, 
that a set of idle people, generally useless, oflen dangerous to^ 
the state, should be allotted those rewards which should go to 
the deserving. He wished to see those emoluments go to the 
widows and families of such as fell in the service of their coun- 
try J and to make the stip^d of the state honourable, by being 
conferred only on the brave. 
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35. To enccMirage industry, the Areopagus was charged with 
the care of examining into every man's method of living ; and 
of chastising all who led an idle life. The unemployed were 
considered as a set of dangerous and turbulent spirits, eager 
after innovation, and hoping to amend their fortunes from the 
plunder of the state. To discountenance all idleness, therefore, a 
son was not obliged to support his father in 6ld age or necessity, 
if the latter had neglected giving him some trade or occupation. 
All illegitimate children were also exempted from the sanie 
duty, as they owed little to their parents, except an indelible 
reproach. - 

36. It was forbidden to give ill language in public ; the magis- 
trates, who were not eligible till diirty, were to be particularly 
circumspect in their behaviour ; and it was even death for an 
archon to be taken drunk. It is observable that he made no 
law against parricide, as supposing it a crime that could never 
exist in any community. 

37. WiA regard to women, he permitted any man to kill an 
adulterer, if he was taken in the fact. He allowed of public 
brothels; but prohibited mercenary prostitutes from keeping 
company with modest women ; and, as a b^dge pf distinction, to 
wear flowered garments. The men also, who were notorious for - 
frequenting their company, ware not allowed to speak in public^ 
and he who forced a woman incurred a very heavy fine. 

38. These were the chief institutions of this celebrated law- 
giver; and although neither so striking, nor yet so well author- 
ised as those of Lycurgus, they did not fail to operate for several 
succeeding ages ; and seemed to gather strength by observance. 
After he had framed these institutes, his next care was to give 
them such notmiety that none could plead ignorance. 

39. To this end transcripts of them were hung up in the city 
for every one to peruse, while a set of magistrates, named thes- 
mothets, were appointed to revise them carefully ; and distinct- 
ly repeat them once a year. Then, in order to perpetuate the 
statutes, he engaged the peopk? by a public oath, to observe 
them religiously, at least for the term of an hundred years. And 
thus having completed the task assigned him, he withdrew from 
the city to avoid the importunity of some, and the captious petu- 
lance of others. For, as he well knew, it was hard if not im- 
possible to please all. ^ 

40. Solon being thus employed on his travels in visiting 
Egypt, Lydia, and jseveral other countries, left Athens to be- 
come habituated to his new institutions ; and try by experience 
the wisdom of their reformation. But it was not easy for a city, 
long torn by civil dissensions, to yield implicit obedience to any 
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laws how wisely soever framed. Their former animosities be- 
gao to revive^ when the authority was removed, which alone 
could hold them in subjection. 

41. The factions of the state were headed by three different 
leaders, who inflamed the animosity of the people against each 
other, hoping by the subversion of all 4>rder to indulge their own 
private hopes of aspiring. A person named Lycui^us, was at 
the head of the people that inhabited the low country ; Pisistra- 
tus declared for those who lived in the mountains, and Megacles 
was the leader t)f iheinhahitants upon the sea coast. 

42. Pisistratus was of these the most powerful. He was a 
well bred man ; of a gentle and insinuating behaviour ; ready to 
succour and assist the poor, whose cause he pretended to es- 
pouse. He was wise, and moderate to his enemies ; a most 
artful and accomplished dissembler, and was every way virtu- 
ous^ except in his inordinate ambition. His ambition gave the 
appesuance of possessing qualities which he really wanted ^ he 
seemed the most zealous champion for equality among the citi- 
zens, while he was actually meditating for a change. The gid- 
dy multitude, caught by these appearances, were zealous in 
seconding his views ^ and, without examining his motives, were 
driving headlong to tyranny and destruction. 

43. It was just at the eve of success, and upon the point of 
being indidged in its utmost ambition, that Pisistratus nad the 
mortification of seeing Solon return, after an absence of ten 
years, apprised of his designs, and willing to subvert his schemes. 
Sensible, therefore, of his danger, and conscious of the penetra- 
tion of this great^ lawgiver, the aspiring demagogue used all his 
artifice to conceal all his real des^s ; and, while he flattered 
him in public, used every endeavour to bring over the people to 
second his interests. 

44. Solon, at first, endeavoured to oppose art to his cunning; 
aiid to foil him at his own weapons. He praised him in his 
turn ; and was heard to declare what might have been true ; 
Uiat, excepting the immoderate ambition of Pisistratus, he knew 
no man of greater or more exalted virtues. Still, however, he 
set himself to counteract his projects ; and to defeat his designs, 
before they were ripe for execution. 

43. But in a vicious commonwealth, no assiduity can warn, 
no wisdom protect. - Pisistratus still urged hht schemes with 
unabating ardour j and every day made new proselytes by his - 
pFpfessions and his liberalities. At length, finding his schemes 
ripe for open action, he gave himself several wounds ; and in 
that condition, with his body all bloody, he caused himself to 
be carried in his chariot to the market-place ; where by his com- 
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pUnts and eloquence he so inftnned the populace, that they 
considered him as the victim of their cause ; and as si^fering such 
cruel treatment in" their defence. An assembly of the people 
was, therefore, immediately convened, from whom, he demand- 
ed a guard of fifty perscms for hb future security. 

46# It was in veun that Solon used all his authority and elo- 
quence to oppose so dangerous a request. He considered Ins 
sufferings as merely counterfeited. He cpmpared him to Ulysses 
in Homer, who cut himself with shnilar designs : but he alleged^ 
that he did not act the part right, for Om ^d«Mgir of XJlysses was 
to deceive his enemies; but that of Pisistratus was levelled 
against his friends and supporters. He upbraided the people 
with their stupidity, telling them that for his own part, he had 
sense enough to see through his design^ but they only had 
strei^th enough to oppose it. 

47. His exhortations, however, were vain, the party of Pisis- 
tratus prevailed ; and a guard of fifty men was appdnted to at- 
tend him. This was all he mmed at ; for now having the pro- 
tection of so many creatures of his own, nothing remained but 
insensibly to increase their number. Thus, every day, his hire- 
lings were seen to augment, while the silent fear of the citizens 
increased in equal proportion. But it was now too late^ for 
having raised die number to put hun beyond the danger of a re- 
pulse, he at lei^h seized upon the citadel, while none was leA 
who had courage or conduct to oppose. 

48. In this general consternation, which was the result of 
folly on the one hand, and treachery on the other, the whole city 
was one scene of tumult and disorder; some fiying, others only 
complaining, others preparing for slavery with patient submission. 

49* Solon was the only man, who, without fear or shrinking, 
deplored the folly of. the times, and reproached the Athenians 
with their cowardice and treachery; ^* You might,*' swd he, 
^^ with ease have crushed the tyrant' 4^ UiV bud : but nothing now 
remains, but to pluck hun up by the iroots;" As for himself, he 
had at least the satisfaction of having discharged his duty to his 
country and the laws ; and, as for the fest, he had dothing to 
fear, and now upon the destruction of his country, his only con- 
fidence was in his great age, which gave him hopes of not being 
a long survivor, In fact, he did^not survive the liberty of his 
country ^bove two years : he died at Cyprus, in the eightieth 
year of bis age, lamented and achnired by every state of Greece. 

50. Besides his skill in legislation, Solon was remaricable ibr 
several other shii^ng qualifications. He understood eloquence 
in so high a degree, that from him Cicero dates the origin of 
eloquence in Athens. He was successful also in poetry; and 
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Plato asserts, that it was only^ibr want of due application^ that 
he did not come to dispute the prize with Homer himself. 

51. The death of Solon only served to invidve Athens in new 
troubles and commotions. Lycurgus and Megacles, the leaders 
of the two opposite factioBs, imHing, drove Pbistratus out of the 
city^ but he was soon afler recalled by Megacles, who gave 
him hia- daughter in marriage. 

52. New disturbances arose. Pisistratus was twice deposed/ 
and twice found means to reinstate himself, for he had art to ac- 
quire power, and moderation to mamtain it. The mildness of his 
government, and his implicit submission to the laws, made the 
people forget the means by which he acquired h'ls power ; and, 
caught by hb lenity, they overlooked his usurpation. His gar- 
dens and pleasure grounds were free to all the citizens ; and he 
is said to he the first who opened a public Jibraiy at Athens. 

53. Cicero is of opinion, that Pisistratus first made the Athe^ 
nians acquaimed with the books of Homer; that, he dbposed 
tbein in the order in which they now remain, and first caused 
them to be read at the feast called Panathanea. His justice i% 
not less remarkable than hb politeness. 

54. Being accused of murder, though it was in (he time of his 
tyranny, he went in person to plead Ms cause before the Arec^ 
pagus, where hb accuser would not venture to appear. In short, 
he was master d many excellent qualities ; and perverted them 
IKK farther than as they stood in competition witfi empire. Noth*- 
ing could be objected to him but his having greater power thaa 
the Jaws ; but by not exerting that power, he almost reconciled 
the citizens td^ royalty. Upon these accounts lie was deservedly 
opposed to usurpers of fewer virtues', wad there seemed such a 
resemblance between him and a more successful invader of his 

. CQuntty-s freedom, that Juliuii C^sslr was called the Pisistratus 
of Rome. 

55. Pisistratus, dying in tranquillity, transmitted the soeve^ 
reign power to his sons, Hippis^ and Hipparchus, who seemed 
to inherit all their lather's viij^ues. 4 passion for learning and 
its ptofessors, had for some time prevailed in Atliens j and thb 
city^ which b^d already fat' outgone ail its contemporaries In all 
the arts of refinement, seemed to submit tamely to kings, who 
made learning their pride and their profession. Anaidreoa, Si« 
monides, and'others, were invited to their courts, and richly re- 
warded. Schools were instituted foi* the improvement of youth 
in the leanwd professiims ; and Mercuries were set up in all the 
l^ghwaytf, ^ith moral sentedces written u{K»n them, for the in« 
straction of ttie lowest vulgar. Their reign, however, lasted 
tat eighleeo ycais^ and ended upciBi the foUpwi^g occasion, 
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56. Harmodius and Aristogiton, both citizens of Atheoat, had 
contracted a very strict frien<&hip for each other ; and resolved 
to revenge the injuries which should be committed against eith^, 
with common resentment. Hipparchus being naturally amo- 
rous^ debauched the sister of Harmodius ; and afterwards pub- 
lished her shame, as she wa» about to walk in one of the sacred 
processions ; alleging, that she was not in a condition to assist 
at the ceremony. 

!ST' Such a complicated indignity naturally excited the re- 
sentment of two friends, who formed a fixed resolution of de- 
stroying the tvrants, or falling in the attempt Willing, how- 
ever, to wait the most favourable opportunity, they deferred their 
purpose to the feast of die Panathanea, in which the ceremony 
required that all the citizens should attend in armour. 

58. For their greater security, they admitted pnly a small 
number of their friends into the secret of their design ; conceiv- 
ing, that upon the first emotion they should not 'want for abet^r 
tors. Thus resolved, the day being come, they went early into 
the market-place, each armed with a dagger, and stedfastto his 
purpose. 

59. In the'mean time, Hippias wai seen issuing' with his fol- 
lowers fi-om the palace, to g^ve orders, widiout the city, to the 
guards for tlie intended ceremony. As the two friends con- 
Snued to follow him at a little distance, they perceived one of 
those to whom they had communicated the design, talking very 
famiUariy with him? which made them apprehend their plot was 



Eager, therefore, to execute their designs, they were pre- 
paring to strike the blow, but recollected that the real aggressor 
would thus go unpunished. They once more, therefore, returned 
into the city, willing to begin thehr revenge upon the authcnr «f 
their indignities! 

61. lliey were not long in quest of Hipparchus : they met 
him upon their return, and rushing upon faim, despatched htra 
wkfa their daggers without delay ; but were, soon alter, Aem- 
selves slahd in the tumult. Hippias hearing of what was done, 
to prevent farther disorders, got all those disarmed wIkmu he m * 
the least suspected of being privy to the design ; and then me^- 
tated revenge. 

62. Among the friends of the late assertors of freedom, was 
one Leona, a courtezan, who, by the charms d" her beauty, and 
her skill in playing on the hurp, had captivated some of the 
conspirators, and was supposed to be deeply engaged in the de- 
sign. As the tyrant, for such the late attempt had rendered 
him, was conscious that nothiiig was concealed from ttds w«h 
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man, he ordered her to be put to the t(«tiire, in order to extort 
the names of the accomplices. Bat she bore all the cniehy of 
their torments with invincible constancy ^ and, lest she should 
in the agony of her pain be induced to a confession, she bit off 
her own tongue wad spit it in the tyrant's face. 

63. In this manner she died, faithful to the cause of liberty, 
showing the world a reoiarkable example of constancy in her 
sex. The Athenians would not suffer tl)e memory of so heroic 
an action to pass into oblivion. They erected a statue to her 
memory^ in which a lioness was represented without a. tongue. 

64. In the mean time Hippias put no bounds to his indigna* 
tion. A rebellious people ever makes a suspicious tyrant. Num* 
bers of citizens were put to death ; and to guard lumself for the 
future ageunst a like enterprise, he endqivoured to establish his 
power by foreign alliances. He gave hjs daughter in marriage 
to the son of the tyrant of Lampsacus ; he cultivated a corres- 
pondence with Artapbernes, governor of S^db, and he en- 
deavoured to gain the friendship of: the Lacedaemonians, who 

were at the time the most powerful people of Greece, 

6^. But he was supplanted in th<Kse very alliances from which 
he hoped tfae greatest assistance. The family of the Alcmae- 
onidae, who from the beginning of the revolution had been ban- 
ished from Athens, endeavoured to undermine his interests at 
Sparta, and they at length succeeded. Being possessed of great 
riches,' and also very liberal in their distribution, among other 
public services, they obtained liberty to rebuild the temple at Del- 
phos, which they fronted in a most magnificent manner with 
Parian marble. So npble a munificence was not without a 
proper acknowledgment of gratitude from the priestess of 
Apollo, who, willing to oblige them, made her oracle the echo of 
their desires. 

66. As there was nothing, therefore, which this family so 
ardently desired as the downfal of regal power in Athens, the 
priestess seconded their intentions; and whenever the Spartans 
came to consult tbe oracle, no promise was ever made of the 
gods' assistance but upon condition that Athens should be set 
free. This order was so often repeated by the oracle, that the 
Spartans at last resolved to obey. Their first attempts were, 
however, unsuccessful f the troops they sent against the tyrant 
were repulsed with loss. 

67. A second effort succeeded. Athens was besieged ; and 
the children of Hippias were made prisoners, as they were se-^ ' 
cretly conveying them to a plar^ of safety out of the city. To 
redeem these from slavery, the father was obliged to come to an 
accommodation; by whidi he consented to give up his preten* 
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itofaissovcrdgnpoweri mdtDifepwtoiitofdieAAfeiiiaft 
tt n i tcic i e* in five dayt. 

68. Thu% Athens was onee OKHeset finee ironi its tyratts; 
aadobtained its liberty die vmy same year that die kii^ were 
A M ®^P^^^ ^'^^ Rome. The family of Akaenum were 
^J?* chwiy iastraaeirtal $ but the people seemed fimder of 

^ acknowledging their obligations to die two fneads who 
strudithefiml^ow. 

69. The names of Haimodins and ArisCogiton were held in 
thehif^iest rei^iectinallsuceeeffii^ages; and scarce conmler- 
ed in&ior even to the gods thenvelves. llieir statues were 
erected indie maricet^ace, an honour which had never been 
rendered to any before; and^ gaaung upon these^ dw peopte 
caught aknre for fr ee dom ; and a detestadon for tyraany, wMch 
neither dme nor terrors awld ever after remove. 



CHAPTER IV- * 

AtkcrtSmvey of the State of Qreecejprmmu to the Persian 

1. HiTnaro we have seen the states of Greece in constant 
Anctnation ; different states rising, and odiers disappearing; one 
pc^ pec^e opposed to another, and both swaUowed c^ by a 
third. Every tky emerging from the ancient form of govern* 
ment, which was origindly imposed up6a it ; and, by degrees 
acquiring greater freedom. We have seen the introduction of 
written kws ; and the benefits they produced, by giving staUhty 
to government. 

2. During these stru^les for power among their nei^bour- 
ii^ states, and (ot freedom at home, the moral sciences, the arts 
of eloquence, poetry, arms, were maJdng a rapid prepress amoi^ 
di^m : and thoise insdtiltions which they originally borrowed from 
the £gypdaas, were eveiy day receiving signal im|nrovements. 

3. As Greece was now composed oi several small republics 
iHffdering upon each other,and diifering in their laws, characters^ 
and customs, this was a continual source of emulation ; and every 
eity was not only desurous of wariike superiority, but also of ex* 
ceiling in all the arts of peace and r^iement. Hence, they - 

^ were always under arms; and «ondnoally exercised in wart 

while their philosi^rfiers and poets traveled from citv to aty; 

and by their exhortadons and songs, warmed them with a love 

of virtue, and with an ardour of military glory. 

4* These peaeefiil Mid ndfiteuy accomplishments raised tfai^ 
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tdf their ^hesc pitch of i^nadQiv^ttMi dMy 11^ 
enemy wcvthy of their arms to show die woM their superiority. 
The Pernan monarchy, the greatest at that time in the world, 
soon cttexed itself as their «ppoiiaBrt; and the costesl ended with 
it» focal sabvecsioo. 

5. Bm as Greece was con^mudly changing not only its goT- 
erameBt, bat its customs; as in one century it presented a very 
different picture from wtot it offered in the preceding, it will be 
necessary to take a second viewed tUs confederacy of little re- 
publics, previous to their contests with Persia : as by comparing 
tiieir strength widi that of their opponent, we shall find how 
moch wuflom, ^Bsciplino and valour, are superior to numbcfs, 
wenhh and ostentation. 

6* Foremost ki this confederacy we OMy reckon the city ai 
Athens^ commaadii^ the little state of Atdca, their whole d»> 
Boiinioos scarce exceeding the largest of odr English counties in 
cireomierence. . But what was wanting m e^ctent was made up 
by the citizens bdng inured to war and hnpr^sed with the hi^ 
est ideas of their own superiority. 

7' Their orators, their philosophers, and their poets, had al* 
ready given lessons of politeness to numkind f and their gene< 
rals, though engaged only in petty conflicts widi their nelgh- 
bcRvs, had begtm to practise, new stratagems in war. There 
were three kinds of iohalntaats in Athe^ : citizens, strangers, 
and servants. Their number usually amounted to twentyK>ne 
thousand dtias^ns, ten thousand strangers, and from forty to 
threenscore thousand servants* 

8. A citixra could oidy be such by birth, or «ftdeptian. To 
be a niatural citizen of Athens, it was necessary to be bom of a 
father and mother both Athenians, and both free. The people 
could confer the freedom of the city upon stnmgers : and those 
whom they had so adopted, enjoyed ahnost the same r^fats^and 
privileges as the natural cittzetts. 

9* The quidity of a citizen oi Athens was, sometisBies granted, 
in honour and gratitude, to those who merited well of the j^jp^te^ .. 
as to Hippocrates the physician : and even kings sometunes 
canvassed that title for tfaemsdves and their chiidrea. When 
the jeimg men attained die age of twenty, th^ were enrolled 
upon the list of dtiasns, after having taken an oadi, ^and in vic^ 
tne of this they became members of the state. .. « 

10. Strao^^ers, or. foreigners, who came to settle at Atheasy^ 
for the sake of cooimerce, or of offircising any trade, had no 
ifaare in government, nor votes in the assemlrfles of the people. 
They put theaosehes under the protecticm of some citizen; an^ 

upon the accoa&t, were obliged to render him ssrtain duties and 
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services. They paid a yeti^ ti^ote to the state of twelve 
dsadnaas; and in delault of payment w««inade slaves, and 
' exposed to sale. 

11. Of servants, there were some ftee^aadothenslavesy who 
had been taken in war, or bought of such, as trafficked In thnn. 
the Athenians were as remarkable for their lenity to these un- 
happy men, ta the Spartans were noted for their fierceness and 
rigidity. There was even an asylum for slaves where the 
bones of Theseus had been interred ; mid that asylum subsisted 
for near two thousmid years. 

12. When slaves were treated with too much rigour and in* 
humanit;^, they might bring thdr masters to justice : who, if the 
fact were sufficiently proved, were obliged to sdi them to another 
master. They could even ransom th^isdves against theiif mas- 
ter's consent, when they had laid up money enough for that pur- 
pose ; for, out of what they got by their labour, after having 
paid a certain proportion to thdr masters, they kept the remain- 
der for themselves ^ and made a stock of it at thdr own disposal. 

13. Private persons, when they were satisfied with their ser- 
vices, often gave them their liberty ; and when the necessity of the 
times obliged the state to make their greatest levies, tliey were 
enrolled among the troops ; and from thence were ever after free. 

14. The revenues of this city, according to Aristophanes, 
amounted to two thousand talents, or about iJaxet hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling. They were generally gathered from tlie 
taxes upon agricuhure ; the sale of woods ; the produce of mines ; 
the contributions paid them by their allies ; a ca{Htu]ation levied 
upon the inhabitants of the country, as well natives as strangers, 
and from fiBes laid upon difier»it mbdemeanors. 

15. The application of these revenues was in paying the 
troops^ both by l«id and sea; buikliag and fitting out fleets; 
keeping up and repairing public buildings, temples, waUs, ports, 
and citadels. But in the decline of the republic, the greatest part 
was cobsumed'in frivolous expenses, games, feasts, and shows, 
which cost immense sums, and were of no manner of utility to 
the state. 

16. But ^ greatest gkry of Athens, was its being the school 
and abode of polite learning, arts, and sciences^ The stucty of 
poetry^ eloquence, philosophy, and mathematics, began them, 
and came almost to their utniiost perfection. The yoong peo|^ 

^ were sent first to learn grammar, under masters, i^o taught 
them reguhurly, and upon the principles oi tiieir own language. 

17* EkniucQce was studied with still greater littention, as in 
that popular government it opened the way to the highest em* 
payments. To the stiidy of rhetoric was aaaMXcd th^ of phi- 
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lotopbyy wbidi comprised all the tciences; and in these there 
were many oMStersy very conversanty but^ as is coBidKniy Uieir 
vanity still greater than their pretensions. 

18. AU the siribordlnale stales of Greece seemed to make 
Atfaens^the^ect of their iBMtation; and thouf^h inferior to it 
upon the whoiey yet each produced great scholars, and remarkar 
w warriors in its turn. Sparta alone took eacampie from no 
other state ;-but still rigoronsly attached to the institutions of its 
great lawgiver Lycoipis, it diadatned all the arts of peace^ 
which, while diey polnhed, served to eaervale the nund; and, 
formed only for war, tiiey looked forward to campaigns ami bat- 
tles, as scenes of rest and traaqnilHty. 

19- All Oie laws <^. Sparta, luid all the institntions of Lycu^ 
gus, seemed to have no odier object Aan war; all other-em- 
ployments, arts, polite learning, sciences, trade^ and evoi has- 
bandiy^itself, were prohibited amon^ than. 

20. The citiaens of Lacedaemon were of two sorts, either 
those who inhabiled the dty of Sparta, and, who for that reason 
were called Spartans, and those ^o inhalMted the ooimtry de- 
pendent Uiereon. In the times of Lycurgus the Spartans amount- 
ed to nine thousand men ; the countrvmen to thirty thousand. 
This number was rather diminished than increased in succeeds 
ing times ; but it still composed a formidable body, that often 
gave laws to the rest of Gx«ece.^ 

21. The Spartan soldiers, properly so caUed, were consider-^ 
ed asthe flower of the nation; and we may judee<tf their esti* 
mation by the anxiety the republic expressed, when three hun- 
dred iiiibem were once taken prisonei^s by the Athenians. 

22. But notwithstandii^ the great valour 1^ the ^aartan state, 
it was formed rather for a ddfensive than an offensive war. 
They were always careful to spare the troops of their country ; 
and, as they had very little mmiey, were not in a capacity to 
send their armies upon distant expeditions. 

23. The armies, both of Sparta and Athens, were composed 
of four sorts of troops : citizens, allies, mercenaries, and slaves; 
The greatest number of troops in the two republics were com- 
posed of allies, who were paid by the cities who b&a them. 
Thqee which received pay from their employers, were styled 
mercenaries. The number of slaves attaiding on every army 
was very great; and the Helotesin panicular were emf^oyed 
as Ught ii&ntry. 

24. The Greek infantry consisted of two kinds of soldiers ; the 
one heavy armed, and carrying great shields, spesurs, and scimi- 
tars; the other light armed, carrying J9.veliiis, bows, and dngs. 
These were commonly placed in the front of the battle, or upon 
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iIm wingi) to shoot their anows, or lOing their jaTeBni fUid 
alB i m at thocBemyy and tiiep retire throagh die tnfqrvals behind 
the raaks, to dart oiit oocasioiially iqMSi & retiribg eii^y. 

tS* The Athcniaiis ureve prel^ much fftraagnrs to cavalry; 
aad tiie Lacedemoniani did not begin the nieml irfler die war 
wiA Maweiia. They rmed tiidr hone princely in a snaB 
oty^ not far from LacedaemoBy caHed Sdvos ; and they were al^ 
ways {ikboed on the eitreiaity of ^e left wing, niiich post they 
fh^ned as thofar riglitiul station. 

26. But to recompense this defiKt of cavahry^ the Adtefiians^ 
in naval affiuvs, liad a great si^ieriority over all the states of 
Greece. As tbey had an extensive sea coast, and as the prol^- 
sitti fd a merchant was hdd reputable among tfaera^ th^ navy 
inaieased ; and was at length suiBcl^itly powerful to inthnidate 
the fleets of Persia. 

27. Such were the two states, that in some measure engrossed 
all the power of Greece to themselves ; and though several petty 
kingdoms still held their governments in independence, yet they 
ow^ dieir safety to the mutual jealousy of these powerful ri- 
vals ; and always foimd shelter from the one against the oppres- 
sioos ctf the other. Indeed, the dissimilarity of their habits, 
manners, and edoeation, served as well to divide these two 
slates,, as their political ambition. 

28. The Lacedaemonians were severe, and seemed to have 
somethiii^ almost brutal in their character. A government too 
rigid, and a life too laborious, rendered their tanpers haughtily 
sidlea and untractable. 

29. 'Ae Athenians were, naturally, obliging and agreeable, 
cheerful ammig each other, and humane to their inferiors : but they 
were resftless, unequal, timmtjus friends, and capricious protectors. 

80. From hence, ndther republic could sut&ciently win over 
the smaller states of Greece to their interests ; and although thdr 
ambition would not suffer the country to remain in repose, yet 
thar obvious defects wiere always a bar to the sprea^ng of their 
dominion. Thus the mutual jealousy of these states kept them 
both in constant readiness for war, while their common defects 
kept the lesser states independent. 

CHAPTER V. 

From the Expulsion of Hippias to the Death of Darius. 

1. It was in this dispo^tion of Athens and Sparta, and of 
the kiser states, their neighbours, that the Persian monalrcti^ 
began to int^est itself in their disputes; and made itself an 
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umpire in their contentions for lyMrty, only to seiae upon the 
liberties of aU. It has been already related, that Hippias being 
besieged in Athens, and his children being taken prisoners $ in 
order to release them, he consented to Abdicate the sovereign 
power, and to leave the dominioh of A^ns in ftve days. 
Athens, however, in recovering its liberty, did not enjoy that 
tranqoillity, which, freedom is thought to bestow. 

2*. Two of the principal citizens, Calisthenes, a favourite of 
the people, «nd Isagoras, who waa Mipported by the rich, began 
to contend for that power which they had, but a Httle before, 
joined in depressing. The former, who was become very perpu^ 
lar, made an alteration in the form of their establishment ; and, 
instead of four tribes, whereof they before consisted, enla^^ 
their numbers to ten« 

3. He also instituted the manner of giving votes byOatnb- 
cism, as it was called. The manner of p^onnii^ tbb, was for 
eveiy citizen, not under sixty years old, to give m a naaae 
written upon a die, or oystershell, (from whence the method of 
votii^ had its name) and he upon whom the majority fell, was 
pronounced banished for ten years. These laws, evidently cal- 
culated to increase ihe power of the people, were so d]ifrih»a«g 

\to Isag<Hna, that, rather than submit, he had recourse to CIco« 
menes king of Sparta, who undatook to espouse his quarrel. In 
fact, the l^tcedsmonians only wanted a favourable pretext for 
lessening and destroying the power of Athens, which, in coBse« 
quence of the command of the oracle, they had^so lately rescued 
from tyranny. 

4. Cleomenes, therefore, availii^ himself of the divided sttite 
of the city, entered Athens, and procured the banishment of Ca^* 
listhenes, with seven hundred families more, who had sid^ with 
him in the late commotions. Not content with this, he endeav- 
oured to new model the state ; but being strongly exposed by 
the senate, he seized upon the citadel, from wbence, however, 
in two days he was obliged to retire. Calisthenes perceiving the 
enemy withdrawn, returned with his followers; and fiiiding it 
vain to make any further attempts for power, restored the gov* 
emment as setded by Solon. 

5. In die mean time, the Lacedaemonians repenting the ser* 
vices they had rendered their rival state, and perceiving the im- 
posture of the oracle, by which th^ were thus impell^ to act 
against their own-interests, began to think of ^reinstating Hippias 
on the throne. But previous to Aeir attempt, they judged it 
prudent to consult die subordinate states of Greece, and to see 
what hopes they had of their concurrence and approbation. 
Nothing, however, could be more mortifying than the universal 
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detestatioa with which theif propos^ was received bj the depu- 
ties of the state» of Greece^ 

6. The deputy of Corinth expressed tlie utmost indignatimi 
at the design ; and seemed astonished that the Spartans, who 
were the avowed enemy of tyrants, should thus espouse the in- 
terests of one noted for crufelty and usurpation. Th^rest of the 
states warmly seconded his sentiments, and the Lacedaemonians, 
covered ?nth confusion and remorse,- abandoned Hippias and 
his cause for ever after. 

7. Hippias, being thus frustrated in his hopes of exciting the 
Gredcs to second his pretensions, was resolved to have recourse 
to one who was considered as a much more powerful patron. 
Wherefore, taldng his leave of the Spartans, he applied himself 
to Artaphemes, governor of Sardis, for the king of Persia, whom 
he endeavoured by every art to engage in a war against Athens. 

8. He represented to him the divided state of the city ; he 
enhurged upon its riches, jand the happmess of its situation for 
trade : he added the ease with which it mightbe taken, and the 
glory that would attend success. Influenced by these motives, 
^e pride and the avarice of the Persian court were inflamed^ 
and nothing was so ardendy sought as the pretext of a dispute 
with the Athenians. When, therefore, that city sent to the Per- 
sian court to vindicate their proceedings, alleging that Hippias 
deserved no countenance from so great a people ; the answer 
returned was, That if the Athenians would he safe they must 
admit Hippias for their king. 

9. Athens having so lately thrown off the yoke, had too lively 
a sense of its past calamities to accept safety upon such base 
c<mditions : and resolved to suffer to the last extremity, rather 
than open their gates to a'tyrant. When Artaphernes, therefore, 
demanded the restoration of Hippias,, the Athenians boldly re- 
turned him «a downright and absolute refusal. From this arose 
the war between Greece and Persia, one of the most glorious 
and the most remarkable that ever graced the annals of kingdoms. . 

10. But there were more causes than one tending to make a 
breach between these powerful nations, and producing an irre- 
condleable aversion for each other. The Greek colonies of Ionia, 
JEtAwLy and Carla, that were settled for above five hundred years 
in Asia Minor, were at length subdued by Croesus, king^ of 
Lydia; and he in turn, sinMng under the power of Cyrus, Jiis 
conquests of course fell in with the rest of his dominions. 

11. The Persian monarch, thus possessed of a vast extensive 
territory, placed governors over the several cities that were thus 
subdued ; and as men bred up in a despotic court, were likely 
enough to imitate the example set them at home, it is proba- 
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hie enough they abused their power. Be tlus as it may, ia all 
the Greek cities they were called tyrants; and as th^ little 
states had not yet lost all idea of fteedom^ they took every op- 
portunity to recover their liberty^ and made m^y bold, but un- 
successful stru^les in that gl<Nrious cause. The loniaas particulate 
ly, who bore l^e greatest sway among them, let no occasion slip 
which promised the smallest hopes of shaking off the Persian yoke. 
' 12. That which favoured their designs upon the present occa- 
sion, was the expedition of Darius in^ Scy thia, into which coun* 
try he sent a numerous army, laying a brii^ over the river Isther 
for that purpose. The lonians were appointed to guard this im- 
portant pass ; but were advised by Miltiades, whom we shall af- 
terwards find performing nobler exploits, to break down the bridge, 
and thus cut off the Persian retreat. The lonians, however, rejected 
his counsel ; and Darius returned with his army into Eun^, where 
he added Thrace and Macron to the number of his conquests. 

13. Histiasus, the tyrant of Miletus, and the person who op- 
posed the advice of MUtiades, being of an ambitious and in- 
triguing disposition, was willing to lessen the merit of all his 
contemporaries, in order to enhance his own ; but he was de- 
ceived in his expectations of success : from these schemes Darius, 
justly suspecting his fidelity, took him with him to Susa,*under 
pretence of using his friencbhip and advice, but in r^ity of 
preventing his future machinations at home. But Histiaeus saw 
too clearly the cause of his detention, which he regarded as a 
specious imprisonment : and therefore took every opportunity 
of secretly exciting the lonians to a revolt, hoping that himself 
might, one day, be sent to hnng them to reason. 

14. Aristagoras was at that time statesman's deputy at Mile- 
tus, and received the instructions of his master to stir up the Io- 
nian cities to revolt with the utmost alacrity. In fact, from a late 
failure of this general upon Naxos, his credit was ruined at the 
Persian court; and no sdtemative remained for him, bat to com- 
ply with the sbdvice of Histiaeus in stirring up a revolt ; and of 
trying to place himself at the head of a new confederacy. 

15. The first step AristagiMras took to engage the affectiops of 
the lonians, was to throw up his power in Miletus, where he 
was4Q|Mity, and to reinstate that little place in all its former 
freedom. He then made a journey through, all Ionia, where, . 
by his example, his credit, and perhaps his menaces, he induced 
every other governor to imitate his example. 

16. They all complied the more cheerfully, as the Persian 
power, since the check it had received in Scythia, was the less 
able to punish their revolt, or to protect them in their continued 
attachment. - Having thus united all these little^states by the 
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coBtkHi s nesi of one common offence, he then ihsew off the 
flMsky dechuringr himaelf at the head of the confederacy^ land bid 
defiance to the power of Persia. 

17* To enaUe himself to carry on the war with more vigour^ 
lie went, in ttie beginning of the following year, to Lacedaemon^ 
in Older to engage that state in his interests ; and engage it in 
war with a power, that seemed every day to threaten the gene- 
ral liberty of Greece. Ckomenes was at tliat time king of 
SipagUkj and to him Aristi^ras applied for assistance, in what 
Ke represented as the common cause. 

18. He represented to him^ that the lonians and Lacedaemo* 
Dians were countrymen ; that it would be for the honour of Spar- 
ta taconcur with him in the design he had formed for restoring 
the lonians to their liberty ; that the Persians were enervated 
byhizury; that their riches would serve to reward the con- 
querors, while nothing was so easy as their overthrow. Con* 
ndering the present spirit of the lonians, it woifid not be diffi- 
cidt, he said, for the victorious Spart&ns to onrry their arms even 
to the gates of Susa^ the metropc^s of the Persian empire ; imd 
thus give laws to those who presumed to call themselves the 
aovereigns of the world. 

19/ Cleomenes desired time to consider this proposal ; and 
being bred up in Spartan ignorance, demanded how far it was 
from the Ionian sea to Susa ? Aristagoras, without considering 
the tendency of the question, answered, that it might be a jour- . 
oey of three months. Cleomenes made no answer, but turning 
his back upon so great an adventurer, gave orders that before 
sunset Ire should quit the city. StiU, however, Aristagoras fol- 
lowed him to his house ; and finding the inefficacy of his elo- 
quence, tried what his offers of wealth could do. 

20. He at first offered him ten talents ; he then raised the sum 
.to fifteen ; and it is unknown what effect such a lai^ sum might 
have had upon the Spartan, had not his daughter, a child of nine 
yean old, who was accidentally present at the proposal, cried out, 
Ffy father f or this stranger mil corrupt yoa. This advice, given 
in the moment of suspense, prevailed : Cleomenes refused his 
bribes; and Aristagoras went to sue at other cities, where elo- 
quence was more honoured, and wealth mcM« alluring. t 

21. Athens was a city where he expected a more favourable 
receptum. Nothing could be more fortunate for his interests than 
his arrival at the very time they had received the peremptory 
message from the Persians to admit their tyrant, or to fear the 
consequences of their disobedience. The Athenians were, at that 
time, all in an uproar ; and the proposal of Aristagoras met with 
^ most favourable reception. It was njuch easier to impose 
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upon a multitude than a single person^ Utie whole bod^ of citi- 
zens engaged immediately to furnish twenty sliips to onisl his 
designs; and to these, the Eretrians and Eubaeans added five wion» 

22. Aristagoras, thus supplied, resolved to act with vigour | 
and having collected all his forces together, set sail for Efimai: 
where leaving his fleet, he entered the Persian frootioni, and 
marched by land to Sardis, the capital city of Lydia. Artaptow 
nes^ w^ho resided there as the Persian viceroy, finding the city 
untenable, resolved to secure himself in the citadel, wliich he 
knew could not easily be forced. As most of the hooses of tUt 
city were built with reeds, and consequently very combustii»ley 
one of the houses being set on fire by an Ionian soldier, tha 
flames quickly spread to all the rest. Thus the whole town was 
quickly reduced to ashes, and numbers of the intetbttaati stain, 

23. But the Persians were soon avenged for this unnecesfaiy 
cruelty; for, either recovering themselves front their fomer 
panic, or being reinforced by the Lydians, they diaifed liw 
lonians in a body, and drove them back with great sluiglilcr. 
Nor was the pursuit discontinued even as far as Ephestn; where 
the vanquished and the victors arriving together, a great car- 
nage ensued ; and but a small part of ^e routed army escaped, 
which took shelter aboard the fleet, or in the neighbouring cities. 
Other defeats followed after this. 

24. The Athenians, intimidated with such a commencemeht 
of ill success, could not be persuaded to continue the w^* Tlie 
Cyprians were obliged once more to submit to t&e Persian ycjbe* 
The lonians lost more of their towns one kfter tiie otiier$ and 
Aristagoras flying into Thrace, was ctit ofi" by the inhabitaiita 
with all his forces. 

25. In the mean time, Histiaeus, who was the original cause 
of all these misfortunes, finding that he began to be suspected in 
Persia, left that court, under a pretence of going to quell tliose 
troubles which he had all along secretly fomented : but hjg du- 
plicity of conduct rendered him now suspicious to dtlier party. 
Artaphernes, the Persian viceroy, plainly accused him Of treache- 
ry ; while his own Milesians refused to admit him as their master. 

26. Thus wavering, uncertain, and not knowing where to 
turn, having picked up a few scattered remains of the routed ar- 
mies, he fell in with H^jrpagus, one of the Persian generals, who 
routed his forces, and made Histiseus himself a prisoner. Being 
sent to Artaphernes, that inhuman conunander immediacy 
caused him to be crucified ; and ordered his head to be sent to 
Darius, who received the present with that disgust which evhMd 
his superior humanity. He wept over it with a friendly sonrow j 
and ordered that it should receive honourable interment. 
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• 27" In the meatt time^ the affairs of the Ionian confederacy 
every day became more desperate. The Persian generals find- 
ing that Miletus was the city which they chiefly depended on; 
« resolved to march thither with ail their forces ; concluding, that 
having carried that city, aH the rest would submit of course. 
The lonians having intelligence of this design, determined in a 
general assembly, to make no opposition by land, where the 
Penians were too powerful ; but to fortify Miletus, and exert 
all their efforts by sea, where they hoped for the advantage from 
their superior skill in naval evolutions. 

' 28. They accordingly assembled a fleet of three hundred ships, 
at a little island over agamst Miletus,, and on the superiority of 
Mb fleet they placed their whole reliance. But the Persian gold 
effibeted what their arms were unable to compass. Their emissa*- 
ries having secretly debauched the greatest part of the confede* 
rates, and engaged them to desert, when the^two fleets came to 
eags^, the ships oJT Samos, Lesbos, and several other places, 
saikd off, and returned to then: own country. Thus the remaining 
part of the'fleet, which did Qot amount to more than an hundred 
sMps, was quickly overpowered, and almost totally destroyed. 

29« A Aer this, the city of Miletus was besieged, and was easily 
taken. All the other cities, as well on the continent as among 
the islands, were forced to return to their duty. Those who con- 
tinued obstinate, wa% treated with great severity. The hand- 
somest of the young men were chosen to serve in the king's 
palace, and the young women were all sent into Persia. 

30. Thus ended the re volt-of the lonians^ which continued six 
, ^ears from its first breaking out under Aristagx)ras ; and this was 

the third time the lonians were obliged to undergo the yoke of 
~forei|n dominion ; for they inherited a natural love of freedom, 
which all the Greeks were known to possess. 

31. The Persians having thus subdued the greatest pari of 
Asia Minor, began to look towards Europe, as offering con- 
quests worthy their ambition. The assistance given the lonians 
by the Athenian fleet, and the refusal of that state to admit 
Hippias as their king ; th^ taking of Sardis, and the contempt 
they testified for the Persian power, were sdl sufiicient niotives 
for exciting the resentment of that empu«; and for marking 
out all Greece for destruction. 

32. Darius, therefcN^, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, 
having recalled all his other generals, sent Mardonius, the son 
of Gobryas, a young nobleman who had lately married one of 
thekin^s daughters, to command in chief throughout all the 
maritime parts of Asia ; and particularly to revenge the bum^ 
ing of Sardis. This was an offence which that monarch seemed 
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peculiarly to resent ; aad from the time of that cooflagntioo, he 
had given orders for- one of his attendants, every time he sat 
down to table, to cry out, Remember the Athemam, 

S3. Mardonius^ willing to second his master's animosity^ 
quickly passed into Thrace at the head of a large army, and so 
terrified the inhalntants of that coumry,that they yielded implicit 
obedience to his power. From thence he set sail for Macedonia $ 
but his fleet attempting to double the cape of Mount Athos in 
order to gain the coasts of that countiy, they were attacked^ by 
so violent a tempest, that upwards of three hundred ships were 
sunk^ and above twenty thousand men perished in the sea, 

34. His land army, that took the long^ way about, met, at 
the same time, with equal distresses; for being encamped in a 
place of no security, the Tbracians attacked them by night, and 
made a great slau^ter among the enemy. Mardonius himself 
was wounded, and finding his army unable to maintain the field, 
returned to the Persian court covered with grief and confusion, 
having miscarried both by sea aod land. 

35. But the ill success of one or two campaigns was not suffi- 
cient to abate the resentment, or the ardour of the king of Per- 
sia. Possessed as he was of resources almost inexhaustible, 
wealth widiout end, and armies^that seined to increase from de- 
feat, he only grew more determined from every repulse, and 
doubled his preparadons in proportion to his former failures. He 
now perceived, that the youth and inexperience of Mardonius 
were unequal to so great an undertaking : he therefore displaced 
him, and appointed two generals. Dads, a Mede, and Artapher- 
nes, the son of liim who was late governor of Sardis, in his stead. 

36, His thoughts were eam^y bent on attacking Greece 
vnth all his forces ; he wished to take a signal revenge upon 
Athens, which he considered as the principal cause of the late 
revest in Ionia : besides Hip]»as was still near him to warm his 
ambition, and keep his resentment alive. Greece, he said, was 
now an object for such a ccmqueror ; the world had long beheld 
it with an eye of admiration ; and if not soon humbled, it might 
in time supplant even Persia in the homage of the world. 

37, Thus excited by every motive of ambition and revenge, 
Darius resolved to bend all his attention to a war with Greece. 
He had, in the beginning of his reign, sent spies with one De- 
mocedes, a Greek physician, as their conductor, to bring him 
information with respect to die strength aild situation of all the 
states of Greece. This secret deputation failed ; he was, there- 
fore, willing once more to send them under the character of 
heinalds, to denounce his resentment 5 and at the same time to learn 
how the different srtates of the country stood affected towards him. 
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3S. Tlie form used by the Persians^ when they expected sub- 
mission from lesser states, was to demand earth and wat^ in 
the mon^rch^s name : and such as refused were to be considered 
as opposers of the Persian power. On the anival, therefore, of 
the heralds amongst the Greeks, manyK>f the cities, dreading 
the Persian power, complied with their demands. The iEgine- 
tans, with some of the islands also, yielded a ready submission; 
and almost all, but Athens and Sparta, were contented to ex- 
change their liberties for safety. 

39* But these two noble repdirfics bravely disdained to ac- 
knowledge the Persian power; they had felt the benefits of 
freedom 5 and were resolved to maintain it to the last. Instead, 
therefore, of offering up earth and water, as was demanded, they 
threw the heralds, the one into a well, the other into a ditch ; 
and addii^ mockery to insolt, desired them to take earth and 
water from thence. This they probably did to cut off all hopes 
of a reconciliation; and to leave no safety but in perseverance 
and despair. 

40. Nor were the Athenipns content with this outrage : but 
resolved also to punish the iE^netans, who by a base submis- 
sion to ^e Persian power had betrayed the common cause of 
Greece. They acovdin^y represented the affair to the Spar- 
tans with all its aggravating circumstances, and heightened with 
that doquence for which they were famous. Before such 
judges it was not likely that cowardice or tunidity would find 
many defenders: the Spartans immediately gave judgment 
against the people of ^^na, and sent Clecmienes, one of their 
kings, to apprehend the t^ithors of so base a concession. 

41. The people of iEgina, however, refosed to deliver them, 
under pretence that Cleomenes came without his colleague. 
This colleague was Demaratus, who had himsdf secretly for- 
ni^ed tliem with that excuse. As soon as Clecmienes was re- 
turned to Sparta, in order to be revenged on I>emaratus, f^ thus 
counteractii^ the demands of his country, he endeavoored to get 
him deposed, as not being of the royal family. . In fact, Dema- 
^ratus was bom only seven months after manriage, and this was 
supposed by many to be a sufficient proof of his bastardy. 

42. This accusation, therefore, being revived, the Pythian 
oracle was appointed to determine the controversy, and the 
priestess being privately suborned by Cleomenes, an answer 
was given against his colleagues just as he had dictated. De- 
maratus thus being declared illegitimate, and unable to endure 
so gross an injury, banished himself from his country, and re- 
tired to Darius, who received him with great fiiendship, and 
gave him a considerable settlement in Persia. 
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43. He was succeeded in the throne by Leotycliides, who 
concurring with the views of CleomeneSy ponished the iEgine* 
tans by placing ten of the most guilty citizens in the hands of the 
Athenians : while Cleomenes, some time after, being detected oi 
having suborned the priestess^ slew himself in a fit of despur. 

44. On the other hand, the ^ginetans complained of the se- 
verity of their treatment ; but finding no likelihood of redress, 
they resolved to obtain that justice by force, which was refused 
to their supplications. Accordingly they intercepted an Athe- 
nian ship, which in pursuance of an annual custom ever since 
the times of Theseus, was going to Delos to offer sacrifice. This 
produced a naval war between these two states : in which, after 
a variety of fortunes, the JE^ginetans was worsted, and the Athe- 
nians possessed themselves of the sovereignty of the seas. 

45. Thus these civil discords, which seeined at hrst to favour 
the designs of the common enemy, turned out to- the general ad- 
vantage of Greece. For the Athenians, thus acquiring great 
power at sea, were put in a capacity of facing the Persian fleets, 
and of cutting off those supplies which were continually carry- 
ing to their armies on land. * - 

46. In the mean time, the preparations on both sides for a 
general war, were carried on with the greatest anin^ity and des- 
patch. Darius sent away his generals, Datb and Aftapliemes, 
whom he had appointed in the room of Mardonius, to what he 
supposed a certain conquest. They, were furnished with a fleet 
of six hundred ships, and an army of a hunched and twenty 
thousand men ; their instructions w^re to give up Athens and 
Eretria, a little city which had joined in the league against him, 
to be plundered ; to burn all the houses and temples of both, 
and to lead away all the inhabitants into slavery. The country 
wad to be laid desolate, and the army was provided with a suffi- 
cient supply of chains and fetters for binding the conquered nations. 

47* To expose thh formidable invasion, the Athmiuns had 
only their, courage, tlieir animosity, their dread of slavery/ their 
discipline, and about ten thousand men. Then: civil cofflmotions 
with the otlier states of Greece, liad given them a spirit of war 
and stratagem, while the genius of their citia&ens, continually ex- 
cited and exercised, was arrived at its highest pitch, ax^ fitted 
them for every danger. 

48. Athens bad long been refining in all those arts whiclt 
qusdify a state to extend, or to enjoy conquest ; every citizen 
was a statesman and a general, and every soldier considered 
hiiDself as one of the bulwarks of his country. But in this little 
state, from whence first flowed all those improvements that have 
since adorned and civilized society, tUere were at that time three 
C 
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men who were considered as superior to all die rest ; all re- 
markable for their abilities in war, and ^eir integrity in peace ; 
for those qualifications that can advance the glory of states, or 
procure the happiness of the individual. 

49. Of these, Miltiades, as being the most experienced, was 
at that time the most known. He was the son of Cimon, and 
nephew of Miltiades, an illustrious Athenian, who accepted the 
government of Doloncy, a people of the Thracian Chersonesus. 
Old Miltiades dying without issue, he was succeeded in his gov- 
ernment by Stesagoras, his nephew, and he also dying, young 
Miltiades was chosen as his successor. 

50. He was appointed to that government the same year that 
Darius undertook his unsuccessful expedition against the Scythi- 
ans. He was obliged to attend that prince as far as the Isther 
with what shipping he was able to supply ; but, ever eager to 
throw off the Persian yoke, it was he who advised the lonians 
to destroy the bridge, and leave the army of Darius to its fate. 

51. When the affairs of the contine&t began to decline, Mil- 
tiades^ rather than live in dependence, resolved to return once 
more to Athens ; and thither he returned with five ships, which 
were all that remained of his shattered fortune. 

52. At th^ame time, two other citizens, younger than Mil- 
tiades, begdfn to distinguish themselves at Athens, namely, Aris- 
tides, and Th^mistocles. These were of very different disposi- 
tions ; but from this difference resulted the ^eatest advantage 
to their country, 

53. Themistocles was naturally inclined to a popular govern- 
ment, and omfhed nothing that could render him agreeable to 
the people, or gain him friends. His complaisance was bound- 
less, and his desire to oblige sometimes outstepped the bounds 
of duty. His partiality was often conspicuous. Somebody talk- 
ing with him, once on the subject, told him he would make an 
excellent magistrate if he4iad more impartiality : Qodforbidy 
repHed Ae, that I should ever aii upon a tribunal, Ufhere my 
Jriends should find no more favour than strangers, / 

54. Aristides was as remarkable for his justice and integrity. 
Being a favourer of aristocracy, in imitation of Lycurgus, he was 
friendly, but never at the expense of justice. In seeking honours, 
he ever declined the interest of his friends, lest they should, in 
turn, demand his interest when his duty was to be impartial. 

55. The love of the public good was the great spring of all his 
actions, and with that in view, no difficulties could (ktunt him, 
no success or elevation exalt. On all occasions he preserved 
his usual calmness of temper, being persuaded that he Was en- 
tirely his country':?, and very little his own. One day M^ien an 
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actor was repeating some lines from ^schylus on the stage, 
coming to a passage which described a man as not desiring to 
appear honest, but to be so, the whole audience cast their eyes 
on Aristides, and applied the passage. In the administration 
of public offices, his whole aim was to perform his duty without 
any thought of enriching himself. 

56. Such were the characters of the illustrious Athenians that 
led the councils, of the state, when Darius turned his arras against 
Greece. These inspired their fellow citizens with a noble con- 
fidence in the justice of their cause ; and made all the prepara- 
tions against the coming invasion, that prudence and deliberate 
valour could suggest. 

57 » In tlie mean time. Da lis and Artaphernes led on their' 
numerous forces towards Europe ; and-^fter having made them- 
selves masters of the islands in the iEgean sea without any op- 
position, they turned their course towards Eretria, that city 
which had formerly assisted tha lonians in their revolt. 

58. The Eretrians, now driven to the last extremity, saw no 
hopes of meeting their enemy in thfe field, wherefore they sent 
back four thousand men that the Athenians had supplied them 
with, and resolved patiently to stand a siege. For six days t!ie 
Persians attempted to storm the city, and were repulsed witli 
loss ; but on the seventh, the city, by the treachery of some of 
the principal inhabitants, being b<etrayed into their hands, tliey 
entered, plundered, and burned it. 

59. The inhabitants were put in chains, and sent as the fruits 
of the war to the Persian monarch ; but he, contrary to their 
expectations, treated them with great lenity } ant gave them a 
village in the country of Cissa for their residence, where Apol- 
lonlus Tyanseus found their descendants six hundred yeai*s 
after. 

60. After such splendid success at Eretria, nothing now re- 
mained but the apparently easy con(}Uest of Greece. Ilippias, 
the expelled tyrant of Athens, still accompanied the Persi^m ar- 
my ; and led them by the safest marches into the heart of the 
country 5 at length, flushed with victory, and certain of success, 
he conducted them to the plains of 5larathon, a fertile valley - 
-but ten miles distant frona Athens. From thence they sent to 
summon the citizens, acquainting them with the fate of Eretria, 
and informing them that not a single inhabitant had escaped 
their vengeance. 

61. But the Athenians were not to be intimidated by any vi- 
cinity of danger. They had sent, indeed, to Sparta to implore 
succour against the common enemy, which was granted without 
deUberation^ but the superstition of the times rendered their as- 
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sistance ineiTectual } for it was an established law among the 
Spartans, not to begin a march before the full moon. 

62. They applied also to other states, but they were too much 
awed by the power of Persia to move in their defence. An army 
^of a hundred and twenty thousand men, exulting in the midst 
of their country, was too formidable for a weak and jealous con- 
federacy to oppose. The inhabitants of Platea alone furnished 
them with a thousand soldiers, and they were left to find all 
other assistance in their courage and their despair. 

63. In this extremity they were obliged to arm their slaves 
for the safety of all, and their forces, thus united, amounted to 
but ten thousand men. Hoping, therefore, to derive froni their 
discipline what they wsgited in power, they placed their whole 
army under the conduct of ten generals, of wj^oni Miltiades was 
chief; and of these, each was to have the Command of the 
troops day about in regular succession. 

64. An arrangement, in itself so unpromising, was still more 
embarrassed, by the generals themselves disputing whether they 
should hazard a battle^ or wait the approach of the enemy with- 
in their walls. The latter opinion seemed for* awhile to prevail ; 
it was urged that it would be rashness itself to face so powerful 
and well appointed an army with a handful of men. 

65. It was alleged that the soldiers would gather courage from 
their security behind the walls, and that the forces of Sparta 
without, might make a diversion in case of a sally from within. 
Miltiades, however, declared for the contrary opinion, and 
showed that ^he only means to exalt the courage of their own 
troops, and to strike a terror into those of the enemy, was to 
advance Jboldly towards them with an air of confidence and des- 
perate intrepidity . 

. 66. Aristides also strenuously embraced this opinion, and 
exerted all his masculine eloquence to bring over the rest. The 
question being put, when the sufirages came to be taken, the 
opinions were equal on either side of the argument. It now, 
therefore, remained with Callimachus^ the polemarch, who had 
a right of voting as well as the ten commanders, to give his 
opinion, and decide this important debate. 

67* It was to him Miltiades addressed himself with the ut- 
most earnestness, alleging that the fate of his country was now 
in his power ; that his single vote was to determihe whether his 
country ishould be enslaved or free ; that his fame might now by 
a single word, be made equal to that of Harmodius and Aristogi- 
ton, who were the authors of Athenian liberty. 

68. Thus exhorted, Callimachus did not long debate, but 
gave his voice in favour of an open engagemeiit 5 and Miltiad«s<, 
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thus seconded^ prepared to marshal up his little army for the 
great encounter. 

69- In the mean time, it appeared that so many leaders com- 
manding in succession, only served to perplex and counteract 
each other. Aristides perceived that the command, which 
changes every day, must be incapable of projecting or ex- 
ecuting any uniform design ; he therefore gave it as liis opinion 
that it was necessary to invest the whole power in one single 
person, and to induce his colleagues to conform, he himself set 
the. first example of resignation. 

70* When the day came on which it was his turn to com- 
mand, he resigned it to Miltiades, as'the more able and ex- 
perienced general 5 while the other commanders, warmed by so 
generous a preference, followed his example. 

"f 1. Miltiades, thus vested in tJie supreme command, whicli 
ivas now the post of highest danger, like an experienced general, 
endeavoured by the advantage of his ground, to make up his de- ^ 
ficiency in strength and numbers. He was sensible that by ex- 
^tending his front to oppose the enemy, he must weaken it too 
much, and give their dense body the advantage. 

72. He therefore drew up his army at the foot of a mountain, 
so that the enemy should not surrouxid him cr charge him in the 
rear. On the flanks on each side, he caused large trees to be 
thrown down, which were cut down for the purpose, and these 
served to guard Irim from the Persian cavalry, that generally 
wheeled on the flanks in the height of a» engagement. 

73. Datis, on his side, was sensible of this advantageous dis- 
position ; but relying on his superiority of numbers, and unwilling 
to wait till the Spartan reinforcements should arrive, he deter- 
mined to engage. And now was to be fought the fir^t great bat- 
tle which the Greeks had ever engaged in. It was not like any 
of theb former civil contests, arising from jealousy, and termi- 
nating in an easy accommodation : it was a battle that was to 
be decided with the greatest monarch of the^arth, with the most 
numerous army that had been hitherto seen in Europe. 

74. This was an engagement that was to decide the liberty 
of Greece ; and what was infinitely of greater moment, the future 
progress of refinement among mankind. Upon the event of this 
battle depended the complexion which the manners of the wesl 
were hereafter to assume^ whether they were to adopt Asiatic 
customs with their conqu^ors, or to go on in modelling them- 
selves upon Grecian refin^nsents, as was afterwards the case. 
This, therefore, may be coti^dered as one of the most important 
battles that ever was fought 5 and the event was as little t<^^ be 
expected as the success tras glorious^ 
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75. The signal was no sooner given, than tlie Athenians^ 
without .waiting the Persian onset, rushed in upon their ranks 
with desperate rapidity, as if wholly regardless of safety. The 
Persians regarded this iirst step of the Athenians as the result Qf 
madness, ami were more inclined to despise them as maniacs, 
than oppose them as soldiers — However, they were quickly un- 
deceived. 

76. It had never before been the custom of the Greeks to run 
on with this headlong valour; but comparing the number of 
their own forces with that of the enemy, and expecting safety 
alone from rashness, they determined to break through the 
enemy^s ranks or fall in the attempt. The greatness of their 
danger added to their courage, and despair did the rest. 

77. The Persians, however, stood their ground with great 
intrepidity, and the battle was long, fierce, and obstinate. Mil- 
tiades had made the wings of his army exceeding strong, but had 
left the main body more weak, and not so deep ; for having but 
ten thousand men to oppose to such a numerous army, he sup- 
posed the victory could be obtained by no other means than 
strengthening his^anks, not doubting but when his wings were 
once victorious, they would be able to wheel upon the enemy^s 
main b«dy on either side, and thus put them easily to the rout. 

78. The Persians, therefore, finding the main body weakest, 
attacked it with their utmost vigour. It was in vain that Aris- 
tides and Themistocles, who were stationed in this post of dan- 
ger, endeavoured to keep their troops to the charge. Courage 
and intrepidity were unable to resist th^ torrent of increasing 
numbers, so that they were at ladt obliged, to ^ve ground. But, 
in the mean time, the wings were victorious : and now, just as 
the main body were fainting under the unequal encounter, these 
came up, and gave them time to recover their strength and order. 

79. Thus the scale of victory quickly began to turn in their 
favour ; and the Persians, from being the aggressors, now began 
to give ground in turn, and being unsupported with fresh forces, 
they fled to their ships with the utmost precipitation. The con- 
fusion and disorder was pow universal ; the Athenians followed 
them to the beach, and set many <>f their ships on fire. 

80. On this occasion it was, that Cynsegyrus, the brother of 
the poet ^schylus, seised with his hand one of the ships that 
the enen^ was pushing off from the shore. The Persians within, 
seeing themselves thus arrested, cut off his right hand that held 
the prow: he then laid hold of it with his lef%, which they also 
cut off j at last he seized it with his teeth, and in that manner 
expu«d. 

St. Seven of the enemy's ships were taken, above six tliou- 
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sand Persians w^re slain, without reckoning those who were 
drowned in the sea as they endeavoured to escape, or those wHo 
were consumed when the ships were set on fire. 

82. Of the Greeks, not above two liundred men were killed, 
among whom was Caliimachus, who gave his vote for bringing 
on the engagement. Hippias, wlio was the chief incendiary ok' 
the war, is also thought to have fallen in this battle, though some* 
say he escaped, and died miserably at Lemnos. , 

83. Such was the famous battle at Marathon, wliich the Per- 
sians were so sure of gaining, that tliey had brought marble into 
the field, in order to erect a trophy there. Just after the jsattle, 
an Athenian soldier, whose name was Eacles, still covered all 
over with blood and wounds, quitted the army, and ran to 
Athens, to carry his fellow-citizens the news of the victory. HIk 
strength just sufficed to^reach the city $ and throwing himself 
into the door of the first house he came to, he uttered thretr 
If ords, Rejoiccy we triumphy and instantly expired. 

84. While a part of the army marched forward to Athens to 
protect it from the attempts of the enemy, Aristides remained 
upon the field of battle, to guard the spoil and the prisoners ; 
and €dthough gold and silver were scattered about the enemy's 
deserted camp in abundance, though their tents and galleys were 
full of rich furniture and sumptuous apparel, he would not per- 
mit any of it to be embezzled, but reserved it as a common re- 
ward for aU who had any share in obtaining the victory. 

85. Two thousand Spartans also, whose laws would not per- 
mit them to march until the full of the moon, now came into the 
field ; but the action being over the day before, they only had 
an opportunity of paying due honours to those who gained so 
glorious a victory, and to bring back the news to Sparta. Of the 
marble the Persians had brought with them, the Athenians made 
a trophy, being qarved by Phidias into a statue, in honour of 
the goddess Nemesis, who had a temple near the field of battle. 

86. In the mean time, the Persian fieet, instead of sailing di- 
rectly back to Asia, made an attempt to surprise Athens, before 
the Greek forces could arrive from Marathon. But the latter 
had the precaution to move directly thither ; and performed their 
march with so much expedition, that though it was forty miles 
from Marathon, they arrived there in one day. In this mauner 
the Greeks not only expelled their enemies, but confirmed their 
security. 

87. By this victory, the Grecians were tadght to know their 
own strength, and not to tremble before an enemy terrible only 
in name. This taught them through the whole of succeeding 
ages to Imitate their ancestors with an ardent emulation, and in- 
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spired them with a wish of not degenerating from the Grecian 
glory. 

88. Those Athenians that were slain in battle, had all the 
honour immediately paid them that was due to their merit. Il- 
lustrious monuments were erected to them in the very place 
where the battle was fought, upon which their names, and the 
tribe to which they belonged, were inscribed. There were three 
distinct sets of monuments set up 5 one for the Athenmns, one 
for the Plataeans, and a third for the slaves who had been en- 
rolled into their troops upon that urgent occasion. 

89< But their gratitude to Miltiades spoke a nobleness of 
nnnd, that far surpassed expensive triumphs, or base adulation. 
Sensible that his merits were too great foi: money to repay, they 
caused a picture to be painted by Polygnotus, one of the most 
celebrated artists, where Miltiades was represented at the head 
of the ten commanders, exhorting the sol<tiers, and setting them 
an example of their duty. This picture was preserved for many 
ages, with other paintings of the' best masters, in the PcMtico, 
where Zeno afterwards instituted his school of philosophy. 

90. An enulation seemed to take place in every rank ofjife ; 
Polygnotus valued himself so much upon the honour of being 
A M ^PP^^^^^^ ^^ paint this picture, that he gave his labour 
3514 ^^^ nothing. In return for such generosity, the Amphic- 

tyons appointed him a public lodging in the city where 
he might reside during pleasure. 

91. But though the gratitude of the Athenians to Miltiades 
was very sincere, yet it was of nO long continuance. This fickle 
and jealous people, naturally capricious, and now more than 
ever careful of preserving their freedom, were willing to take 
every opportunity of mortifying a general, from whose merit 
they had much to fear. 

92. Being appointed widi seventy ships to punish those kl- 
ands that h^ favoured the Persian invasion 5 and having raised' 
the siege of Paros, upon a false report of the arrival of the ene- 
my's fleet ; he returned, unsuccessfully to Athens, where he was 
accused, by one Xantippus, of having taken a bribe from Per- 
sia. As he was not in a condition to answer this charge, being 
confined to his bed by a fall he received at Paros, the accusa- 
tion took place against him, and he was condemned to lose his 
life. 

93. The manner of executing criminals found guilty of great 
qffences, was by throwmg them info the Barathrum, a deep pit, 
from whence none were ever seen to return. This sentence was 
pronounceed against him ; but his former services were such as 
to have this punishment commuted into a penalty of fifty talents^ 
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tbe sutn which it had cost the state in fitting out the late unsuc- 
cessful expedition. 

94. Not being rich enough to pay this sum, he was throwtj 
into prison, where the bruise on his thigh growing worse, from 
bad air and confinement, it turned at last to a gangrene, and put 
an end to his life and misfortunes. 

95. Cimon, liis son, who was at that lime very young, sig- 
nalised his piety on this occasion. As this ungrateful city wonltl 
not permit the body of Miltiades to be buried until all his debt«i 
were paid, this, young man employed all his interest among h\% 
friends, and strained his utmost credit to pay the fine, and pro>- 
cure his father's body an honourable interment. 



CHAPTER VI. 

From the Death of MiUiades to the Retreat of Xerxef <ntt or 
Greece. 

1. The misfortunes of Darius only served to Increase bis re* 
^entment, and give spirit to his perseverance. Finding the ill 
success of his generals, he resolved to try the war in person : 
and despatched orders throughout bis whole dominions for fresh 
preparations. ' 

2. However, a revolt in Egypt for a while averted his re^ 
sentment ; a contest among his sons about nominating his suc- 
cessor, still farther retarded his designs 5 and at last, when he 
had surmounted every obstacle, and was just preparing to take 
a signal vengeance, his death put an' end to all his projects^ and 
gave Greece ajqpger time for .'preparation. 

3. Xerxes, his son, succeeded, who, with the empire, inherit- 
ed also his fatiier's animosity against Greece. Having carried 
on a successful expedition against Egypt, he expected the same 
good fortune in Europe. Confident of victoiy, he did not* 
choose, he said, for the future to buy the figs of Attica ; he 
would possess himself of the country, and thus have figs of his own. 

4. But, before he engaged in an enterprise of that importance^ 
he thought proper to assemble his council, and collect the 
opinions of the principal officers of his court. In his speech at 
opening the council he evidently showed his desire of revenge, 
and his passion for military glory. 

5. The best way, therefore, to pay court to this youne mon- 
arch, was by flattering him in his favourite pursuits, and giving 
hu impetuous aims die air of studied designs* Mardotiius, 
SK^wn neither iriser nor less ambitious by his own bad success, 

V Ct 
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S|8ii by extolling Xerxes above all other kings that had gone 
ore ; he urged the indispensible necessity of avenging the dis- 
honour done to the Persian name $ he represented the Greeks as 
cowards, that were accidentally successful, and was firmly of opin-- 
'ion. that they would never moie stand even the hazard of a battle. 

a A discourse that so nearly coincided with his own senti- 
ments, was very pleasing to the young monarch ; and the rest 
of the company, by their lociks and their silence, seemed to ap- 
plaud his impetuosity. But Artabanus, the king's uncle, wno 
had long learned to reverence courage, even in an enemy, and 
presuming upon his age and experience to speak his real senti- 
ments, rose with an honest freedom to represent the intended 
expedition in its true Ught. 

7. " Permit me, Sur," said he, " to deliver my sentiments uj>- 
on this occasion with a liberty suitable to my age and your in- 
terest. When Darius, your father and my brother, first thought 
of making war against the Scythians, I used all my endeavours 
to divert him from it. The people you are going to attack arc 
Infinitely more formidable than they. If the Athenians alone 
could defeat the numerous army commanded by Darius and Ar- - 
taphernes, what ought we to expect Yrom an opposition f>( all 
the states of Greece united ? 

S. ^' You design to pass from Asia into Europe by laying a 
bridge over the sea. But what if the Athenians should advance 
and destroy this bridge, and so prevent our return ? Let us not 
expose oundves to such dangers, as we have no sufficient mo- 
tives to compel us to face them ; at least let us take time to re- 
flect upon it. When we have maturely deliberated upon this 
a^air, whatever happens to be the success of it, we have 
nothing to regret. Precipitation is imprudent^ and is usually 
unsttccessfuL * 

9. " Above ail, do not suffer yourself, great prince, to be 
dazzled with die splendour of imaginary glory. The highest 
and the most lofty trees have the most reason to dread the thun- 
der. God loves to humble the ostentatious, and reserves to 
himself alone the pride of importance. As for you, Mardonius, 
who so earnestly urge this expedition, if it must be so, lead it 
forward. But let the king,, whose life is dear to us all, return 
back to Persia. 

10. ^ In the mean time let your children and mine be given 
up as a pledge to answer for the success of the war. If the is- 
sue be favourable, I consent that mine be put to death ; but if it 
prove otherwise, as I well foresee, then I desire that you and 
your children may meet the reward of nisliness.'' 

1 X. This advice, which was rather sincere than palatable, was 
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received by Xerxes with a degree of rage an J resentment. 
" Thaiik die gods," cried he, " that thou art my father's 
brother ; iverc it not for that^ thou sliould this moment meet the 
just reward of thy audacious behaviour. But you shall have 
your punishment ; remain here behind among the women } the$e, 
you but too much resemble in your irowardiqe and fear. Stay < 
here whiie I march at the head of my troops, where my du^' 
and glory calls me." 

J2. Upon cooler .thoughts, however, Xerxes seemed bettor 
reconciled to his uncle's opinion. When the first emotions oi 
his anger were over^ and he had time to refiect on his pillow up- 
on the different counsels that were given hlm^ he confessed the 
rashness of lits former rebuke ; and Ingenuously ascribed it to 
heat of youth, and the ardour of passion. He offered to comt- 
over to bis opinion, at the same tin>e assuriag the council, that 
from his dreams he had every encouragement to proceed with 
this expedition. ^ 

13. So much condescension on the one hand, and such fa- 
vourable omens on the other, determined the whole council to 
second his inclinations. They fell proftn^ before him, eager 
to show their submission and tbdr joy. A monarch tiius sur^ 
rounded by flatterers, all striving which shoidd most gratify his 
pride and passions, could not long contimie good, though natural- 
ly incUned to virtue. 

14. Xerxes, therefore, seeiUs a charader thus mined by 
power, exerting his natural justice and wisdom at short inter- 
vals *y but then giving way to the most culpable and extravs^ant 
excesses. Thus the council of Artabanus beuig rejected, and 
that of Mardonius fayouraUy recekcd, the most extensive 
preparations were made for carrying on die war. 

15. The greatness of these preparations aeesned to show the 
high sense wluch the Persians had of their enemy. Xerxes^ 
that he might omit nothing conducive to success, entered into an 
alliance with the Carthi^nians, who were, at that time the 
most potent people of the West ; with whom it was stfpulated, 
that while the Persian forces should attack Greece, the Oartha- 
genians should awe the Greek colonies, dispersed over the Medi- 
teranean, from coming to their assistaoce. 

16. Thus having drained all the £U»t to compose his own 
army, and the West to supply that of the Carthagenians J ^ 
under Amilcar, he set out from Susa, tn ordei' to enter 0523* 
upon this war, ten years alter the batde of M$uratho«i. 

17. Sardis was Uie place where the various nations diat were * 
compelled to his bamier were to BasajoMe, His fleet was to ad* 
vftnce aloog the coasts of Asia JM^&or towanb the HetlesDont* ' 
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Bui in doubling the cq>e of Mount Athos, many ^iipwrecks 
were sustained; he was lesolved lo cut a passage diroug^ ^at 
' neck of land which joined the mountain to the contment, and 
thus give his shifting a shcurter and safer passa^. 

18. This canal was a mile and a half long, sod hollowed^iut 
from a high mountain; it reqiuired immense labour to perforai 
so great a work, but his numbers and his ambition were suf- 
ficient to surmount all di^culties. 

19* To urge on the undertaking the faster, he treated his la« 
bourers with the greatest severity, while, with all the ostenta- 
tion of an eastern prince, he gave his commands to the moun- 
tain to sink before ham i^-^AtkoSy thou proud aspiring mountain^ 
that liftest up thy head %mto the heacens, be not eo audaeious 
ae to put obetacUe m my way. If ihou givett tliem that 4ippo^ 
eition, I will cut thee l^lto thepktm^ai^d throw thee heatUong 
into the ^ea, 

20. As this monarch passed on, in his march to the place of 
general destination, he weill through Cappadocia, crossed die 
river Halys, and came to Calene, a city of Phrygia, near the 
source of the river Meander. He w^& there met by Pythias, a 
Lydiim prince, who, by the mtast extreme parsimony and op- 
pression, had become> nelU to Xerxes, the most oppulent man 
in all the Pam^ emfHse. His treaainres, liowever, were not 
sufficient to buy off the attendance of his eldest son, whem he 
requested mi§^t be perwtted to remmn with Inm, as he wa» oh! 
and helpless. 

21. Hel^ belbreoffisred hb nMmey, which amounted ta 
albout four miUioBs sterling, f6r the monarch's use ; but this 
Xerxes had refused, and new, inding the young^pnnce wHHn^ 
to remain with his father, he was so mnraged that iie commanded 
him to be put to d^h beloie his fadier^s eyes. Then causing 
the dead body to be cut in two, and one part of it to be placed 
on the rif^t, and ^e other on the left, he made the whole army 
pass between them, to terrify them from a rductance to engage, 
by his example^ 

22. From Phrygia, Xerxes marched to Sardis, and, in the 
openii^ of spring, directed hb march down towards the HeUes« 
pont, where his fleet lay in all its pomp, expecting his arrival. 
Ho^ being arrived, he was denrdus of takii^ a survey of all his 
forces, If lw:b coofiosed an army which was never equalled either 
before or since. It was composed of the most powerful nadons 
oftfaeEast, and of people searce known to posterity except by 



2$. Ti» re m o teot India coiOributed its sinvplies, wlule the 
eQldesttractiofScytUaseotthdraarislafice. Medes, Persian^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF GREECE. 6i 

Bactriansy Lydians, Assynans, Hyrcannos, and a faundred other 
countries of various fonns^ oompiexioiis^ ImagmgeBf dttut$p and 
armies. The land army, which he broufght out of Asia, con- 
sisted of sevesteai huncb^ thousand foot, and four score thou- 
sand horse. Tbree hundred ^MMisaiid mote that were added, 
upon crossii^ the Hdlespont , made all his btad forces together 
amount to aiK>ve two miUions of men. 

24* His fleet, wiien it set out from Asia, eonsisted of twelve 
hiuidred and seven "vessels, each curying two fanmired men. 
The Europeans augmented his fleet with a hundred and twen- 
ty vessels, eadk of which carried two hundred men. Besides 
these, there w^ two thousand smaller vessels, fitted for 
carrying proviuons and stores; the men contained in these, 
with the former, amounted.to sax hundred thousand, so that the 
whole army might be said to amodnt to two miiiions and a half, 
which, with the women, slaves, and suttlers, always accompany- 
ing a Persian army, might make the whole above five millions 
of soiils ; a number, if rightly condacted, capable of overturning 
the gresitest monarchy, biH beii^ commanded by presumption and 
ignorance, they only served to obstruct and embarrass each other. 

25. Lord of so many and such various subjects, Xerxes found 
a pleasure in reviewii^ his forces, and was desirous of beholding 
a naval engagement, S which he had not hitherto been a specta-y 
tor. To this end, a throne was erected for him npcm an eminence,, 
and in that situation, b^oldmg all the earth covered with his 
troops, and all the sea crowded with hb vessels^ he felt a seeret 
joy diffuse itself through his finme, from the consdodsness of 
his own superior power. 

26. But all the workings of this monarch's mind were in ex- 
treme, a sudden sadness took place of his pteasm-e ; and cKssoly* 
ing in a sb<>wer of tears, he gave himself up to a reflection that 
not one of so many thousand would be alive a hundxed years after. 

27. Artabanus, whoni^lected no opportunity of moralising 
upon evoy oeeunrence, tod^ this occasion to disa^urse with him 
upon the shortness and miseries oi inimao Ufe. Finding this 
HHH^ chstant subf ect attended to^ he spcJoe mere doaety to the 
present occasion, insinuated his doubts of tlie success of the ex 
peditkm ^ urged the loaay inoonvenlences theavmy had to sofler^ 
if not from £e enemy, at least firom their own numbers. He 
alleged, that pkgues^ famnie, and codfoaion, were tlie necessary 
attendants of sixh nngovenmhle multitiides by land, and that 
^npty fame was the only reward of success. 

28. But it was now too late to turn this young monarch frOBk 
Vm purpose. Xera6s h^Drmed dus moiHtory that grcai actions 
wm always attendM v^ {HropoEtionaldansfsrf andttol if Us 
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predecessors had observed such scrupulous and timorous rules 
of condttct, the Perstan empire would never have attained to Its 
present height of g^oty. 

29. XerxeSy ia the mean time, had given orders for bailding 
a bridge of boats across the Hellespont, for the transportii^ his 
army into Europe. This narrow strait, which now goes by the 
name of the Dardanelles, is near an English mile over. But 
«ooQ after the completion of this work, a violent storm arising, 
the whole was broken and destroyed, and the labour was to be 
undertakes anew. < 

SO. The fury ctf Xerxes upon this disappo^tment, was at- 
tended with equal extravagance and cruieity. His vengeance 
knew no bounds f the workmen who had undertaken the task^ 
had their heads struck off by his order ; and that the sea itself 
aba might know its duty^ he ordered it to be lashed as a delin- 
quent, and a p«ur of fetters to be thrown into it, to curb its fu- 
ture irrwilarities. 

31. Thus having given vedt to his absurd resentment, two 
bridges ware ordored to be built in the place of the former ; one 
for £e army to pass over, and the other for the baggage and 
beasts of burden. The workmen, tiow warned by the late of 
their {H«decessors, undertook to give their labours greater sta- 
bility I they placed three hundred and sixty vessels across tlie 
strait, some of tiiem having three banks of oars, and others fifn 
oars a piece. They then cast anchors into the water on both 
sides, in cnrder to fix these vessds against the violence of the 
winds and the current. They then drove large piles into the 
earth, with huge rings fastened to them, to which were tied she 
vast cables which went over each of the two bridges. Over all 
these they laid trunks of trees, cut purposely for that use ; and 
flat boots again ov«r them, fastened and joined together, so as to 
serve for a floor or solid bottom. 

32. When the whole work was thus completed, a day was 
appointed for their passing over ; and as soon as the first rays of 
the sun began to a[^)eor, sweet odours of all kinds were abun- 
dantly scattered over the new work, and the way was strewed 
with myrtk. 

33. At the sane time, Xarxes poured out libations i»to 
the sea, and tumiag his face towards the east, worshi{>(^(i 
that bright luminary which is the god of the F^sians. Then 
throwing the vessel which had held hb libttion intd the sea, tcv 
gether with a golden cup and Persiao scimhar^ he went tbicword 
and gave orders for the army to follow. -r*^ . 

34. This immense train were no les^than seven days ntid 
^9vtik «%hts passing over, wlitle those wlm w«9ii appointed to 
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conduct the march^ quickeaed the troops by lashine than along ; 
for the soldiers of. the East, at that time and to this very day, 
are treated like slaves. 

35. Thus this immense army havii^ landed in Europe, and 
being joined by the several natioiis that acknowledged the Per- 
sian power, Xerxes prepared for marching directly forward into 
Greece. J^esides the generab of every nation, who each of 
them commanded the troops of their respective countries, the 
land army w^ commanded by six Persian generals, to whom all 
the rest were subordinate. These were Mardonius, Tirintatech- 
mus, Sinerdonius, Massistus, Gergis, and .Megafayzus» Ten thou- 
sand Persians, who were called the Immortad tUmd, were com- 
manded by Hydarnes, while the cavalry and the :fleet had their 
own respective commanders. 

36. Besides those who were attached to Xemes from {Hinci- 
ple, there were some Greek princes, who, either from motives of 
interest or fear, followed him in this expedition. Among these 
were, Aitemisia, queen of Hallicamassus, who, after the death 
of her husband, govemedthe kingdom for her son. She had 
brought, indeed, but a trifling succour of five ships, but she made 
ample amends by her superior prudence^ courage, and conduct. 

37' Of this number also was Demaratus, the exiled king of 
Sparta, who, resenting the indignity put upon him by his subjects, 
took refuge iu the Persian coivt, an indignant spectator of its 
luxuries and slavish submission. Being one day asked by Xerxes, 
if he thought the Grecians would dare to wait his approach, or 
would ventmre an engagement with armies that drank up whole 
rivers in their march. " Alas I great prince,^ cried I>emaratu5r^ 
<^ Greece, from the beginning of time, has been trained up aiul 
accustomed to poverty 5 but the defects of that are amply recom- 
pensed by virtue, which wisdom cultivates, and the laws support 
in vigoiu". As for the Lacedaemtmians, as they have been bred 
up in freedom, they can never submit to be slaves. 

3S. '^ Though all the rest of the Greeks sliould forsake them, 
though they should be reduced to a baud of a thousand men, yet 
still they would face every danger to preserve what they hold 
dearer than life. They have kws which they obey with more 
implicit reverence than you are obeyed by your subjects. By 
these laws they are forbid to fly in battle, and they have only 
the alternative to conquer or to die." 

39« Xerxes was not offended with jthe liberty of Demaratus ; 
but smiling at his blunt sincerity, ordered his army to march for- 
ward, while he had directed his fleet to folbw him along the 
coast, and to regulate their course by his motions. 

40v In this manner he pursued tfis course without any inters 
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lOplicNii every nation near which he approaclied sending him all 
the marks of homage and subjection. Wherever he cacne^ he 
found provisions and refreshments prepared before hand, pur- 
suant to the orders lie had given. Every city he arrived at, ex- 
hausted itself in giving him ^ most magnificent reception. 

41. The vast expense of these, feasts gave- the poor Thracian 
an oppcHtunity of remarking, that it was a peculiar favour o* 
the godsy that Xerxes could eat but one meal a day. Thus did 
he continue his march thnmgh Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessa- 
ly, every knee bending before" him, till he came to the straits of 
Thermopylse, where he first found an army prepared to dispute 
his passage. 

42. This army was a body of Spartans, led on ty Leonidas 
their king, who had been sent tliither to oppose hira. As soon 
as it was known in Greece that Xerxes was preparing to invade 
tiiat country, and that an army of millions were coming on with 
determined resdution to tuin it, every state seemed differently af- 
fected in proportion to its strength, its courage, or its situation. 

43. The Sicilians refused tl^ir aid, being kept in awe by 
Amilcar, the Carthagenian. The Corey reans pretended they 
were wind-bound, and would not let their ships stir from the 
harbour. The Cretans, havii^ consulted the Delphic oracle, 
absolutely determined to remain inactive. The Thessalians ami 
Macedonians^ from their situation, were obliged to submit to the 
conqueror, so that no states were found bold enough to face this 
formidable army but Athens and Lacedsemon. 7 

44. These states htid received intelligence of the Persain de- 
signs from I>emaratas, long before they had been pot into exe- 
cuti<Hi. They had also sent spies to Sardis, in order to have a 
more exact infonuRtiOa of the number and quality of the enemy's 
forces. The s|Hes, indeed, were seized, but Xerxes ordered them 
to be conducted through his army, and to give an exact account 
of what they had seen at' their return. 

45. They had sent deputies to all the neighbouring states to 
awaken their ardour ; to apprise them of their danger, and to 
urge the necessity of figging for their common safety. But aFl 
their remonstrances were vain : fear, assuming the name of pru- 
dence, ofiered frivolous excuses, or terms which were inadmissible. 

46. Relying therefore on their own strength, these generous 
states resolved to face the dai^er with joint forces, and conquer 
or fall in the cause of freedom. ^ Having summoned a general 
council at the istfaanis^they there solemnly resolved to wave all 
private qoanrels or pretenuons, and jom against the commou 
dknger. 

47* Oaf cauiot} wilhoiit a8t<»i$faiBem reflect on the hitre^ 
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pidity of the Greekau who determined to face the iiuiumerable 
army of Xerxes widi siicli disproportioned forces. All theu* 
forces joined together amounted only to eleven thousand two 
hundred men. But they were all soldiers, bred amidst fatigue 
and danger, all determined to a man either to conqu^ or die. 

48. Their iirst care, however, was to appoint a general. It 
was then that the most able and experienced captains, terrified 
at the danger, had taken the resolution of not presenting them- 
selves as candidates. Epicydes, indeed, a man of ignorance, 
avarice, and presumption, was ready to lead them on, and under 
his guidance, mrtliing could be hoped for but confusion and dis- 
appointment. 

49. Ill this pressing juncture, therefore, Themistocles, con- 
scious of his own capacity, and warmed with the love of glory, 
which was great in proportion to danger, resolved to use every 
art to get himself appointed to the command. For tliis pur- 
pose he used all his interest, and even distributed bribes to re- 
move his competitor, and having gratified the avarice of Epy- 
cides, which was his ruling passion, lie soon found himself ap- 
pointed to the command^ which was the darling object of his 
ambition. 

50. But in this pressing exigence, it was incumbent on the 
Athenians to avail themsdve^ of every person that might be ser- 
viceable, however obnoxious he might appear to their resent- 
ment* There were many useful citizens whom they had, on 
some factious discontents, sent into banishment, and these they 
now repentingly wished to restore. 

51. Among this nu;nber was Aristides, tJiat brave and just 
man, who had, at the battle of Mamtfaon, and upon other occa- 
sions, been instrumental in gaining their victories, and who had, 
upon all occasions, improved them by the disinterestedness and 
integrity of his example. This magistrate having had many 
contests with Themistocles, who was his' rival in power and fame, 
and always wished to supplant him, was at length condemned to 
go into banishment by the power of the prevailing faction « 

52. It was on that occasion diat a peasant, w1k> could not 
write, and did not know Aristides personally, applied to himself, 
and desired him tp write the name of AristJ.de^ upon the shell 
by which his vote was given against him. ^^ (las he done you 
any wrong/' said Aristides, ^^ that you are for condemning him 
in this manner ?" " No," replied the peasaat, " but I hate to 
hear him praiaed for hisjustice,^^ Aristides^ ydthout saying a 
word more, calmly took the shell, wrote down his own v&^^ 
upon it, and contentedly retired into benishiiieat. 

53. But the present distresses of his country were now an ob- 
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ject that strongly solicked his return. Even Themistocles, Jiis 
rival was so far from remembering bis old resentments, that^ie 
'^ow ardently desired the assistance 6f bis counsd ; an<l gave 
up all bis private resentments' to the good of the state. The 
hatred of these greai men bad nothing in it of that bitter and 
implacable spirit which prevailed among the Romans, in the 
latter times of die republic ; or perhaps the desperate situation 
of tiheir country might only occupy their thoughts at that time. 

54. But the preparations by land aldne were not sufiicient to 
repel the growing danger. JS the' Greeks had trusted to theii 
land armies without furUier succour, they must have been undone. 
Themistocles, who saw that the victory of Marathon must be 
followed by many more, before safety could be ascertained, had 
prudently caused a hundred galleys to be built ; and turned all 
his thoughts to give Athens a superiority at sea. 

55. The oracle had declared, some time before, that Athens 
should only defend herself with wooden walls ; and he took the 
advantage of that ambiguity to persuade his countr3Fmen, that 
by such walls Was meant oidy her shipping. He had the ad- 
dress to pi^ocure .some money annually coming in from silver 
mines, which the Athenians had in their district, to the purposes 
of equipping and manning this fleet ; and now, upon the ap- 
proach of Xerxes, the confederates found themselves at the 
head of a very powefful squadron of two hundred and eighty 
«ail ; the command of which was conferred upon Euryblades, a 
Lacedaemonian. 

56. All measures being token that this brave confederacy 
could devise, it next remained to settle in what place they should 
first meet the Persians in the field, in order to dispute their en- 
trance into Greece. The people of Thessaly represented, that 
as they were most exposed, and first liable to be attacked by the 

. enemy, it was but reasonable that their security should be the 
first object of attention. 

57. The Greeks, willing to protect all who would declare in 
their quarrel. In pursuance of this request, resolved to sefnd then- ^ 
chief force to guard the passage which separates Macedonia 
from Thessaly, near the river Peneus. But Alexander, the son 
of Amyntas, representing that post as untenable, they were 
obliged to change their measures ; and at last resolved to send a 
body of men to guard the pass aft Therm<^ylae, where a few 
were capable of acting against numbers. 

58. Thermopylae was a narrow pass of twenty*five feet 
broad, between Thessaly and Phocis, deft^ded by the remains 
of a wall, with gates to it, formerly built by the Phocians, to se- 
cure them against the incursions of their neighbouring enemy. 
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Prom> these g^tes and some hot baths, which were At the entrance 
into the pass, the strait had its name. This was pitched i^ion, 
as well Ibr^the narrowness of the way as for its vicinity to the 
sea, from whence the land forces could occasionally receive as- 
sistance from the fleet. 

59. The command of this infportant pass was given to Leoni- 
das, «ne of the kings of Sparta, who led thither a body o( six 
thousand men. Of these, three hundred were Spartans, the rest, 
consisfihg of Boeotians, Corinthians, Phocians, and Arcadians, 
all such as in the present exigency were prepared for the field, 
and were not afraid of the nqmbei*s of the enemy. Each of 
these had particular commanders of their own, but Leonida^ had 
the conduct of the whole. 

60. But though the determined. resolution of tliese troops was 
incapal^le of being shaken, little was expected fi:om the nuture of 
their destination. They were all along taught to look upon them- 
selves as a foriorn hope, only placed there to check the progress 
of the enemy, and give them a foretaste of the desperate valour 
of Greece ; nor we^e even oracles wanting to check their ardour. 

61. It had been declared, that to procure tlie safety of Greece, 
it was necessary that a king, one of the descendants of Hercules, 
should die. This task was cheerfully undertaken by Leonidas ; 
and as he marched out from Lacedaemon, he considered himself 
as a willing victim offered up for the good of his country : how- 
ever, he joyfully put himself at the head of his little band ; took 
possession of his post, and with deliberate desperation waited at 
Thermopylae for the coming up of the Persian army. 

62. Xerxes, in the mean time, approaching with his nume- 
rous army, flushed with success, and confident of victory. Ilis 
camp exhibited all the marks of Eastern magnificence and Asiatic 
luxury. He expected to meet no obstruction on his way to 
Greece : he led on his forces rather to terrify Uie enemy than to 
fight them ; great, therefore, was his surprise, to find that a few 
desperate men were determined to dispute his passage. 

63. He had all along flattered himself, that on the first hearing 
of his arrival, the Grecians would betake themselves to flight; 
nor could he ever be persuaded to believe what Demaratus had 
assured him, that at the first pass he came to, his whole army 
would be put to a stand. He, himself, took a view of their camp 
and entrenchments. 

64. The LacedsenK)nians were some of them calmly amuting 
themselves with military ex^cises, others were combing their 
long hair. He inquired the reason of this conduct, and he was 
informed, that it was the Spartan manner of preparing them- 
selves for battle. Still, however, entertaining some hopes of 
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their flight, he waited four days to give them time to reflect on 
the greatness of their danger, but they still continued gay and 
onconcemed, as men who regarded death as the end of labour. 

65. He sent to them to deliver up their arms. Lebnidas, with 
truly Spartan contempt, desired him to come and take them* He 
ofi*ered, if they would lay down their anns, to receive them as 
friends, and to give them a country much larger and better than 
what they fought for. No country, they replied, was worth ac- 
ceptance, unless "won by virtue; and that for their arms, tliey 
should want them, whether as his friends or enemies. 

^. Upon this, the monarch addressed himself to Demaratus, 
asking if these desperate men could expect to outrun liis horses ? 
Demaratus answered, that they would fight it out to the last, and 
not a man of them would survive his country's freedom. Some 
men were heard to say that the Persians were so numerous that 
their darts would darken the sun. Diences, t Spartan, replied, 
^* Then we shall fight in the shade." 

67- Xerxes, thus treated with contempt, at length ordered a 
body of Medes to advance ; desiring such as had "lost any o. 
their relations at the battle of Marathon, to take their revenge 
upon the present occasion. Accordingly they began the onset, 
but were repulsed with great loss. The number of the assailants 
only served to increase their confusion ; and it now began to 
appear that Xerxes had many followers, but few soldiers. 

68. These forces being routed by the Grecian troops^ the 
Persian immortal band was brought up, consisting of ten thou- 
sand men, to oppose them. But these were as unsuccessful as 
the former. The charge was renewed the next day, Xerxes en- 
deavouring to inspire his troops with the promises of rewai*d, 
since he found they were dead.to the sense of shame. But though 
their charge was violent, it was unsupported ; and the Greeks. 
standing closely connected in a body, withstood the shock, and 
filled the way with Persian carcasses. 

69. During these unsuccessful assaults, Xerxes was a specta- 
tor, sitting upon his throne, placed upon an eminence, and di- 
recting the order of battle, impetuous in his pride and resent- 
ment, and now and then seen to leap from his seat when he be- 
held his troops in confusion, or offering to gjve way. 

70. Thus did the Greeks keep their ground for two davs, and 
no power on earth seemed capable of removing them from their 
advantageous station. Xerxes, out of all hopes of being able to 
force a passage, appeared under the greatest consternation 5 but 
he was relieved from his embarrassment by the appearance ol' 
Epialtes, a Trachlnian, wiio had deserted from the enemy, and 
undertook to show his troops a secret path that led through the 
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defiles of the mountains, and throngh which a body of fotccM 
might be led to fall upon the Grecians in the rear. 

71* He quickly, therefore, despatched a body of twenty thou- 
sand men thither, who, marching all night, arrived at the break 
of day at the top of the mountajn, and possessed themselves of 
that advantageous post. 

72. The Greeks were soon apprised of this misfortane, and 
Leonidas seeing that his post was no longer tenable, advised the 
troops of his allies to retire, and reserve themselves for better 
times, and the future safety of Greece. As for himself and hb 
fellow Spartans, they were obliged by their laws not to fly ; that 
he owed a life to his country, and that it was now his duty to 
fall in its defence. 

73. Thus having dismissed all but his three hundred Spar- 
tans, with some Thespians and Thebans, in all not^ thouwnd 
men, he exhorted his followers in the most cheerful manner to 
prepare for death. ^* Come, my fellow-«oldiers," says he, *' let 
U8 dine cheerfutty kere^for topflight we tkaU tup with PhUoJ* 

74. His 'men, upon hearing his determined purpose, set up a 
loud shout, as if they had been invited to a banquet, and resolved 
every man to sell his life as dearly as he could. The n^ht now 
began to advance, and this was thought the most glorious op' 
portunity of meeting death in the enem3r'8 camp, where the si- 
lence would favour desperation, and hide the smaliness of their 
numbers. ' 

75. Thus resolved, they made directly for the Persian tents, 
and, in the darkness of the night, had almost reached the royal 
pavilion, with hopes of surprising the king. The obscurity ac^ 
ded much to the horror of the scene, and the Persians iaOing mea 
each other without distinction, rather assisted the Gveciaoa than 
defended themselves. Thus, success seemed to crown the rash- 
ness of their enterprise, until the morning beginning to dawn^ 
the light discovered the smaliness of their numbers. 

76. They were soon, therefore, surrounded bythePanian 
forces, who, fearing to fall in upon them, flung their javelins 
from every quarter; till the Greeks, not so much conquered, as 
tired with conquering, fell amidst heaps of the slaugfat^ied eae** 
my ; leaving behind them an example of intrepidity never known 
before. Leonidas was one of the first that fell ; and the en- 
deavours of the Lacedaemonians to defend his dead body vMe 
incredible. It was found after the battle, buried under a moun* 
tain of the dead, and was nailed to a cross, by way of inDunyi 
by the brutal victor. 

77' Of all die train, two only escaped, whose navies were 
Aristodemus and Paoiles. The tatter, upon his return to SpaitS) 
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was branded with infamy, and treated with such contempt, that 
he killed himself. Aristodemus reserved himself for another oc- 
casion : and by his bravery, at the battle of Platan, recovered 
that honour which he had lost. Some time after tliis transac- 
tion, the Amphictyons ordered a magnificent monument to be 
erected over these brave defenders of their country, and Si- 
monides, the poet, wrote their epitaph. 

78. Xerxes, in the battle, is said to have lost twenty thousand 
men, among whom were two of his brothers. But to conceal the 
greatness of his loss from the army, he caused all but a thousand 
of those that were slain, to be buried in holes indiscriminately ; 
however, his stratagem had very bad success, for when the sol- 
diers of the fleet were curious some time after, in taking a sur- 
vey of the field of battle, they discovered the artifice ; tod urged 
it as an act of flagrant impiety against him. 
' 79' Dismayed at an obstinacy in the enemy that cost him so 
dear^ Xerxes was for some time more inclined to try his fortune 
at sea, than to proceed immediately into the country^ where he 
had learned from Demaratus that eight thousand Spartans, such 
as he had but lately fought with, were ready to receive him. 

80. Accordingly, the very day of the battle of Thermopylae, 
tliere was an engagement at sea between the two fleets. The 
<]rrecian fleet consisted of two hundred and seventy'one vessels. 
That of the enemy had lately lost four hundred vessels in a ship- 
wreck, but was still greatly superior to the fleet of the Grecians. 

81. To repair this loss by a victory, two hundred Persian 
vessels had orders to take a compass, and sd*prise the Grecians 
lying In the straits of Euboea *, but the Grecians being apprised 
of their designs, set sail by night, and so, by a counter surprise, 
fell in with them, while they were thus separated from their 
main squadron ; took and sunk thirty, forced the rest to sea ; 
and there, by stress of weather, they were all soon after either 
sunk or stranded. 

82. Enraged at these disappointments, the Persians bore 
down the next day with their whole fleet, and drawing it up in 
form of a half moon, made an offer of battle, which the Greeks 
as readily accepted. The Athenians hsiving been reinforced 
with three and fifty sail, the battle was very obstinate and bloody, ' 
and the success near equal on both sides; so ttiat both parties 
seemed content to reture in good order. 

' 83. AH tliese actions, which passed near Artemisia, though 
at that time indecisive, yet served not a little to animate and in- 
spire the Athenians, who were now taught to think that there 
was nothing either formidable in the numbers, or useful in the 
size of die Persian ships. Thus strengthening themselves with 

Digitized by VjCfOQlC 



OF GREECE. 71 

the hopes of more splendid engagements, they s^kd away from 
Artemisia, and stopped at Salamis, where they might most con- 
veniently assist the Athenians. 

84. In the mean time, Xerxes having entered with his nume- 
rous army into the country of Phocis, burning and plundering 
every town tlirough which he passed, the inhabitants of Pelo- 
ponnesus, who w^e naturally defended by theur inaccessible 
situation, as their country was joined to the continent only by a 
peck of land, thought it the most prudent way to defend the . 
isthmus by a wall, to take shelter behind that rampart, and to 
leave the rest of Greece to the mercy of the conqueror. 

85. The Athenians, however, whose country lay without the 
isdmius, remonstrated loudly against this desertion, and endeav- 
oured to persuade the Greeks to face the enemy in the plain. 
But prudence prevailed, and Themistocles gave them to under- 
stand that though their country should be for a while overrun by 
the invader, yet they had still their wooden walls to rely on, for 
their fleet was ready to transport them to such of their settle- 
ments as they thought proper. 

86. At first, however, this advice was the most hateful that 
could be imagined. The people thought themselves inevitably 
lost, if they should once abandon ttie temples of their gods, and 
the tombs of their ancestiars. But Themistocles, using all his 
eloquence and address to work upon their passions, represented 
to them that Athens did not consist either of its waUs or its 
houses, but of its citizens, and that the saving of these was the 
true preservation of the state. 

87. A decree, therefore, was passed, by which it was ordain- 
ed, that Athens for a while should be given up in trust to the 
gods, and that all.the inhabitants, whether in freedom or slave- 
ry, should embark on board the fleet \ 

88. In this calamitous desertion, Cimon, though very young, 
was seen encouraging the citizens by his words and example. 
Bearing in his hands a part of his h<»rse's furniture, he went to 
offer it as now useless in the temple of Minerva, and then going 
down to the water side, was the, first that cheerfully went on 
board. When he was followed by the rest of the city, so mov- 
ing and melancholy a sight drew tears even from the most ob- 
durate. 

89. A brave, generous, polite and ancient people, now forced 
from their native seats to undergo all the vicissitudes and dan- 
gers of the sea, to implore a retreat from foreign states, and give 
tip theur native lands to the spoiler, was a most moving specta- 
cle. Yet the steadiness an<i courage of some, and the pious re* 
signation of all, demanded the utmost admiration. _30gle 
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90. The young an<l adventurous embarked fur Salamis, the 
old, the women, and children, took shelter at tlie cUy of Tre- 
zene, the inhabitants of which generously offered tliem an assy- 
kmtr They even allowed tliem a muinteuaBce at the ex))ense 
of the |)ublic 5 permitted their children to gather fruit wherever 
they pleased, and appointed masters for their instructimi. 

91. But ill this general desertiou, that which extren»ely raistnl 
the compassion of all, was the great numbers of old meu xhey 
were obliged to leave iu the chy, on account of their age and in- 
lirniities. Many also voluntarily remained behind, believing 
that the citadel which they had fortified with wooden ramparts, 
was what the oracle pointed out for general security. 

92. To heighten this scene of general distress, the matrons 
were seen clinging with fond affection to the places in which 
they had so long resided ; the wives filled the streets with loud 
lamentations, aivd even poor domestic animals seemed to take a 
part in the general concern. 

93. It was impossible to see these poc^r creatures run howling 
and crying after their masters, who were going on sliip4xiard, 
wi^ut being strongly affected. Among these, the faidifulness 
of a particular dog is recorded, who jumped into the sea after 
his master, and continued swimming as near as he could to the 
vessel till he landed at Salamis, and died the moment after upon 
the ^ore. 

94 JThose few inliabitants that remained behind, retired into the 
citadd, where, literally interpreting the oracle, they fortified it as 
well as they could, and patiently waited the invader's approach. 

95. Whibt Xerxes was eontinuitig his mmrch, he was told 
thai the Gjreciaiis were empk)yed in seeing the games and com- 
bats t^n celebrating at Olympia. It was iK)t witliout indigna- 
tion that he found his power so little able to terrify his enemies, 
Of interrupt their amusements. 

96. Having sent off a considerable detachment of his army 
to plunder the temple at Delphos, with the rest he marched 
down into Attica, where he found Athens deserted of all but a 
few in the citadel, lliese men despairing of succour, and uth* 
willing to survive the loss of their country, would listen to no 
terms of accommodation : they boldly withstood the first iis- 
sault, and, warmed by the enthusiasm of religion, began to hope 
for success. But a second assault carried their feeble out^works, 
they were all put to the sword, and the eitadeh reduced to ashes. 

97- flushed 'with this success, Xerxes immediately despatch- 
ed a messenger to Susa with the news of his victories ; and, at 
the same lime, sent a number of pictures and statues^ amon^ 
which were those of Harmodius and AnstojgHoB.^ 
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98. In the mean time, the coofedrate Greeks summoned a 
council of war to consult upon' the proper manner, and place of 
opposing this barbarous inundation. With respect to the ope- 
raticMi by land^ it was universally determined to defend the isth« 
mus by a wall, and Cleombrotus, the brother of Leonidas, was 
appointed to command that station ; but as to the operations at 
sea, these were not so generally agreed on. Euribyades, the 
Spartan, who was appointed to the command of the fleet, was 
for having it in advance near the isthmus/ that it might co-ope- 
rate with the army on land ; but Themtstocles was entirely of 
another opinion, and asserted, that it would be the most manifest 
error to abandon so advantageous a post as that of Salamis, 
where they were then stationed. 

99- They were now, he said, in possession of the narrow 
seas, where the nmnber of the enemy could never avail them ; 
that the only hope now left the Athenians was their fleet, and 
that this must not be capriciously given up by ignorance tp the 
enemy. 

100. Euribyades, who considered himself as glanced at, could 
not contain his resentment, but offered to strike Theraistocles 
for his insolence. Strike mc, cried, the Athenian, gtrike me, but ^ 
hear me. His moderation and his reason prevailed ; the gene- 
rals were reconciled to each other, and the result of the council 
was, that they should prepare to receive the Persians on the 
isthmus by land, and in the straits of Salamis by sea. 

101. Mean while Xerxes, after having demolished and burnt 
Athens, marched down towards the sea to act in conjunction with 
hb fleet, which he had determined should once more Oome to an 
engagement with that of the enemy. This was what Themis- 
tocles most ardently desired in his present situation ; but he was 
fearful his confederates would not have courage to abide the en- 
counter. Their thoughts were still bent upon sailing toward^ 
the igthmus, and assisting their army in case of distress. 

_ 102. Themistocles, therefore, in this exigence, was obliged to 
ha^e recourse to one of those stratagems which mark superiority 
of genius ; he contrived to let Xerxes privately understand that 
the confederates were now assembled at Salamis, preparing for 
ffigfat, and that it woukl be an easy task to attack and destroy 
them. This information was attended with the desned success. 
Xerxes gave orders to his fleet to-surround Salamis by night, in 
order to. prevent an escape which he so much dreaded. 

103. In this manner the Grecian fleet was blocked up, and 
no safety remained but in intrepidity and conquest. Even The- 
mistocles himself was not apprised of the situation of his own 
forces and Aat of the enemy 5 all the narrow straits were btock- 
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ed up, and the rest of the Persian fleet was sent for, to make 
every passage impracticable. 

1:04. In this exigence, Aristides, in whose bosom the love of 
hks country always prevailed over every private revenge, was 
resolved to venture all, in order to apprise Themi^tocles of his 
situation and danger. He was then at Egina, where he had 
some forces under his co/nmand, and with very great danger yen- 
, tured in a small boat through all tlie fleet of the enemies by night. 

105. Upon landing, he made up to the tent of Themistocles, 
and addressed him in the following manner : " If we are wise, 
Themistocles, we shall henceforth lay aside those vain and pue- 
rile dissensions which have hitherto separated us.. One strife, 
and a noble emillation it is, now remains for us, which of us shall 
be most serviceable to our country. It is yours to command as a 
general, it is mine to obey as a subject, and happy shall I be, if 
ray advice can any way contribute to your and my country's glory." 

106. He then informed him of the fleet's real situation, 
nd warmly exhorted him to give battle without delay. The- 

uiistocles felt all the generous gratitude which so disinterested a 
conduct demanded; and, eager to show^a^ew return of noble 
friendship, let him into all his projects and aims, particularly 
this last, of suflering himself to foe surrdunded. After this, di^y 
used their joint authority with the other commanders to per- 
suade them to engage; and accordingly both fleets prepared 
themselves for battle. 

107. The Grecian fleet consisted of three hundred and eighty 
ships; the Persian fleet was much more numerous, l^ut what- 
ever advantage they had in numbers, and the size of their ship- 
ping, they fell infinitely short of the Greeks in their naval skill, 
and their acquaintance with the seas where they fought ; but it 
was particularly in their commander that the Greeks had the 
advantage. 

108. Euribyades had nominally the conduct of the fleet ; but 
Themistocles in reality conducted all their operations. NoUiing 
escaped his vigilance; and he knew how to improve every in- 
cident to the greatest advantage. He, therefore, deferred the 
onset until a wind, which at that time of the year was periodi- 
cal, and which he knew Nvould be favourable, set in. As soon 
as this arose, the signal was given for battle ; and the Grecian 
fleet sailed forward in exact order. 

109. .Xerxes imputing his former ill success at sea to his own 
absence, was resolved to be a witness of the present engagement 
from the top of a promontory ; wRere he caused a throne to be 
erected for that purpose. This seived, in some measure, to ani- 
mate his fcM-ces, who, conscious of their king's observance, re- 
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served to merit his applause. The PeniajiSi tl^erefore, advanced 
with such courage and impetuosity, as struck the enemy with ter- 
ror ; but their ardour abated when the engagement became closer. 

1 10. The numerous disadvantages of their circumstances and 
situation then began to appear. The wind blew directly in 
their facte ; the height and heaviness of their vessels rendered 
them unwieldy and useless ; even the number of their ships in 
the narrow sea where they fought, only served to emfiarrass 
them and increase their confusion. 

111. The lonians, whom Themistocles had implored, by 
characters engraven along the rocks of their coast, to remember 
from whence they derived their original, were the first who be- 
took themselves to flight. In the other wing the contest was for 
some time doubtful ; until the Phoenicians and Cyprians being 
driven on shore, the rest retired in great disorder, and fell foul 
of each other in their retreat. 

112. In this total defection, Artemisia alone seemed to stop 
the progress of victory ; and, at the head of her five ships, per- 
formed incredible acts of valour. Xerxes, who was a spectator 
of her conduct, could not help crying out that his soldiers be- 
haved like women in the conflict, and the women like soldiers. 

113. As this queen, from her signal intrepidity, was become 
very obnoxious to the Athenians, a price had been set on her 
head : sensible of which, as she was on the point of falling into 
their hands, by a hicky turn of thought, she pretended to desert 
from her own party, and to fall foul of one of their ships : the 
Greeks thus concluding, that she either belonged to them, or 
was a deserter, permitted her to escape. 

114. In the mean time, the confederates pursued the Persian 
fleet on every side ; some were interested at the straits of Atti- 
ca ; many were sunk, and more taken. Above two bundled 
were burnt ; all the rest were dispersed ; and the allies, dreading . 
the resentment of the Greeks, as well as of the Persian king, 
made the best of their way to their own country. 

115. Such was the success of the battle of Salamis, in whicli 
the Persians. had received a severer blow than they had ever 
hitherto experienced from Greece. Themistocles, in a secret 
conversation with Aristides, was, or pretended to be so elated, 
us to propose breaking down the bridge by which Xerxes had 
made his way into Europe. Whether Themistocles was really 
sincere in the proposal, remains a doubt, but Aristides used all 
his powers to persuade his coadjutor from such an undertakiag. 

11 6. He represented to him the danger of reducing so ||ow- 
erful an enemy to desperation, and asserted that it was hi^ mh 
t« be reBeved from such an intruder with all possible despatch. 
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Theimstocles at once acquiesced in his reasons ; and in order to 
hasten the king's departure^ contrived to have him secretlj in- 
formed that t}ie Grecians designed to break down the bridge. 

117- The situtition of Xerxes was such, that the smallest re- 
pulse was sufficient to wean him from his dading expedition. 
Astonished at the late overthrow, and alarmed at this new in- 
formation, he only wanted a decent opportunity to retreat, when 
Mardonius came conveniently to Extricate him from his embar- 
rassments. He began by extenuating the late loss, and the many 
expedients that remained to relieve their situation ; he laid all 
the blame of their defeat upon the cowardice of the auxiliaries, 
and their insincere attachment to his kingdom. 

118. Lest the fame of his ill success, which always represents 
things worse than they are, should occasion any commodons.in 
his absence, he engaged, if he would leave him three hundred 
thousand of his choice troops, to subdue all Greece with glory. 
On the other hand, if Uie event proved otherwise, he would take 
all the blame of miscarriage, and suffer in person, if it were to 
retrieve the honour of his master. 

119. This advice was very well received by Xerxes, who, 
thinking enough had been given to glory, when he had made 
himself master of Athens, prepared to return to Persia at the 
head of a part of his army ; leaving the other part of it with 
Mardonius : not so much with the hope of reducing Greece, as 
through the fear of being pursued. 

120. These resolutions were communicated in a council held 
soon after the fight ; and the night following the fleet set sail ii^ 
great confusion towards the Hellespont, and took up their winter 
quarters at Curaa. The king himself leaving the generals to 
take care of the army, hastened with a small retinue to the sea 
side, which he reached forty-five days after the battle of Sakmis. 
When he arrived at the place, he found the bridge broken down 
by the violence of the waves in a tempest that had lately hap< 
pened there. 

121. He was, therefore, obliged to pass the strait in a small 
boat ; which manner of returning, being compared to the osten- 
tatious method in which he had set out, rendered his (tisgrace still 
more poignant and afflicting. The army which he had cnrdered 
to follow him, having been unprovided with provisions, suffered 
great hardships by the way. 

122. After having consumed all the com they %oald find, 
they were obliged to live upon h^rbs, and even upon the bark 
and leaves of trees. Thus harassed and fiattigued, a pestilence 
began to complete their misery ; and after a fatiguing journey 
of forty-five days, in which they m^ oursued rather by vnl 
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tures and beasts of prey, than by men, they came to the Helles- 
pont, where they crossed over, and marched from thence to 
Sardis. Such was the end of Xerxes* expedition into Greece. 
A measure begun in pride, and terminating in infamy. 

123. It is to be observed, however, that we have all this ac- 
count from the Greek writers only, who no doubt have been par- 
tial to their countrymen. I am told, that the Persian historians 
represent this expedition in a very different light, and say* that 
the king was recalled in the midst of his successes, to quell an 
insurrection at home. Be this as it will, the affairs of Persia 
seemed, after ths^, to go backward until the time when Alexan* 
der led a conquering army of Greeks to invade them in turn. 



CHAPTER VII. 

From the Retreat of Xerxes to the Peace concluded between 
tlie Greeks and the Persians, 

1. The earliest object the Greeks took care of, after the bat- 
tle of Salamis, was to send the first fruits of the rich a ,. 
spoil they had taken from the Persians to Deiphos. o.-^.' 
Considered in a confederated light, they were ever at- ^ ' 
tentive to the duties of religion ; and though the siects and opin- 
ions in philosophy, taught mankind to entertain but Very mean 
ideas of the objects of public worship, yet it was religion that 
formed their bond of union ; and, for a while, held them feebly 
together. 

2. When that bond came to be broken, and the council of 
the Amphictyons became rather a political than a religious as- 
sembly, the general union no longer prevailed ^ and the different 
states fell a sacrifice to their own contentions. 

3. The joy of the Greeks upon this victory was general and 
loud ; every commander had his share of honour, but the glory 
of Themistocles eclipsed that of all the rest. It was a custom 
in Greece, that after a battle, the commanding officers should 
declare who had distinguished themselves most, by writing the 
names of such as merited the first and second^rewards. 

4. On this occasion, each officer concerned adjudged tiie 
first rank to himself, but all allowed the second to Themb- 
tocles, which was, iii fact, a tacit superiority. This was farther 
confirmed by the Lacedemonians, who carried him in triumph 
to Sparta ; aiid having adjudged the rewards of valour to their 
own countryman, Euribyades, adjudged that of wisdom to The- 
mistocles, They crowned him with olive 5 presented him with 
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a rich chariot, and condncted him with three hundred horse to 
the confines of their state. 

5. But still there was a homage paid him that flattered his 
pride yd more : when he appeared at the Olympic games, the 
spectators received him with uncommon acclamations. As soon 
as he appeared, the whole assembly rose up to do him honour ; 
nobody regarded either the games or the combatants ; Themis- 
tocles was the only spectacle worth their attention. Struck with 
such flattering honours, he could not help observing, that he 
that day reaped the fruits of an his labours. , 

6i After the Grecians were returned from pursuing the Per- 
sian fleet, Themistocles sailed to all the islands that had espoused 
their interests, in order to levy contributions. The first he ap- 
plied to was that of Andros, from whose inhabitants he required 
a considerable sum. I comCy said he, to youj accompanied hy 
two very powerful divinities^ Persuasioh and Necessity. Alas / 
replied they, we also have diviniHes on our side^ Poverty and 
Impossibility. 

7. In consequence of this reply, he blocked them up for some 
time ^ but finding them too well fortified, he was obliged to re- 
tire. Some other islands, however, were neither furnished witli 
so much reascm or so much power. He exacted large sums 
from all such as were incapable of opposition; and these con* 
tributions he chiefly converted to his own private advantage, 
thus showing in his own character two very oddly assorted 
qualities, avarice and ambition. 

8. In the mean time, Mardonius, who remained in Greece,, 
with a body of three hundred thousand men, passed the winter 
in Thessaly ; and in the beginning of spring led them down into 
the province of Bceotia. From thence he sent Alexander, king 
of Macedonia, with a splendid retinue to Athens, with proposals 
for an accommodation ; ^md to endeavour to make them separate 
their interests from the gei|eral cause of Greece. He offered to 
rebuild their city ; to give them a considerable sum of money : 
to sufier them to enjoy their laws and constitution, and to give 
them the government of all Greece. 

9. Aristides was at that time in the highest oflice, being prin- 
cipal archon at Athens. It was in his presence that the king of 
Macedon made his proposals ; and that the deputies from the 
ather states of Greece endeavoured to avert the force of them. 
But Aristides wanted no prompter, but the natural dictates of 
6is own heart, to give them an answer. ^^ To men,'' said he« 
'^ bred up to pleasure and ignorance, it is natural to profier great 
rewards ; and to hope by bribes to buy ofi* virtue. Barfaariansy 
who make silver and gold the chief objects of their esteem, may 
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be excused for thinkiilg to corrupt the fidelity of every people : 
but that the Lacedaemonians, who came to remonstrate against 
these ofiers, should suppose they could prevail, was indeed sur- 
prising. 

10. " The Athenians have the common liberty of Greece en- 
trusted to theircare, and mountains of gold are not able to shake 
their fidelity. No : so long as that sun which the Persians adore, 
continues to shme witli wonted splendour, so long shall tho 
Athenians be mortal enemies to the Persians ; so long shall the^^ 
pursue them, for ravishing their lands, for burning their houses, 
and polluting their temples : such is the answer we return to 
the Persian proposal ; and you," continued ^ he, addressing 

' himself to Alexander, " if you are truly their friend, refrain, for 
the future, from being the bearer of such proposals 5 your honow, 
and perhaps even your safety demands it." 

11. All treaty being thus broke up, Mardonius prepared to 
jsict with vigour, and invaded Attica, which the Athenians were 
once more obliged to desert and leave to his fury. He entered 
Athens ten months after it had been taken by Xerxes, the in- 
habitants having again conveyed themselves to Salatnis, and 
other neighbouring^laces. 

12. In that state of exile and want, they contmued contented 
with all their sufierings, since repaid by freedom. Even Lycidas, 
a senator, who attempted to propose a submission, was stoned to 
death, while his wife and children met with the siame fate from 
the women, so strong was the aversion which the Athenians had 
conceived against all communications, with Persia. 

13. In the mean time, the Spartans, whose duty it was to co- 
operate with the Athenians with equal ardour, unmindful of the 
general cause,* only thought of making preparations for their 
own security ; and resolved to fortify the isthmus, in order to 
hinder the enemy from entering into Peloponnesus* 

14. This the Athenistns considered as a base and ungrateful 
defection, and sent deputies to remonstrate against the Spartan 
conduct. These had orders to say, that if Sparta would persist 
m its partial method of seeking security, the Athenians would 
follow their example ; and instead of suffering all for Greece;, 
would turn with their fleet to the Persians, who, being thus mas- 
ters of the sea, could invade the territory of Sparta whenever they 
should think proper. These menaces had so good an efiect, 
that five thousand men were privately despatched, each attended 
with seven Helotes, and wew^ actually upon their march before 
the Spartans gave the Athenian deputies any answer. 

15. Mardonius had left Attica at this time, and was on his re» 
turn to the country of ^ceotia, where he resolved to await the 
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approach of the enemy, as he could there draw iipkia forces 
with greater ease than in the hilly parts of Attica, where a few 
might be opposed to numbers with greater success. He encamp- 
ed by the river Asopos, along the banks of which his army ex- 
tended, consisting of three hundred thousand fighting mem 

16. Great as this army was, the Greeks, wi& much inferior 
forces, resolved to meet it in the field. Their forces were by 
this time assembled, and amounted to seventy thousand men. 
Of these, five thouszmd were Spartans, attended by thirty-five 
thousand Ilelotes. The Athenians amounted to eight thousand^ 
and the troops of the allies made up the remainder. In the right 
wing of this. army the Spartans were placed, commanded by 
Cleombrotus ; in the left wing the Athenians, with Aristides at 
their head. 

17. In this order they followed Mardonius into Boeotia, deter- 
mined on trying the fate of a battle ; and encamped at no great 
distance from lum at the foot of mount CythdenHi. Here they 
continued for some sime, awsuting in dreadful suspense a battle 
that was to determine the fate of Greece. Some skirmishing be- 
tween the Persian cavalry, and the wing of the Grecian army, 
in which the latter were successful, seemed to give a presage of 
future victory, which, however, for ten days neither side seemed 
willing to strike for. 

18. While the two armies were thus opposed, waiting^the 
most favourable opportunity of engaging 5 the Greeks, by thdr 
mutual dissensions, were upon the point of losing their freedom 
in satisfying their mutual jealousy. The first dispute that arose 
in the army was began by the Tegeans, who contended with the 
Athenians upon the point of precedence. They willingly allow- 
ed the Spartans the command of the right wing, as they ccmstant- 
ly had it : but they insisted on having the left, ailing that they 
had earned it by former acts of valour and well-known success. 

19. The dispute ran high ; a nnitinous disposition began to 
prevail in all parts of the army : and the enemy were likely to 
become victorious without a blow. ^ 

20. In this general spirit of dissension, . Aristides alone ap- 
peared unmoved. Long noted fcr his impartiality and justice, 
all parties fixed their eyes upon him as the only moderator from 
whom they could expect satisfaction. Wherefore, turning him* 
self to the Spartans, and some of the rest of the confederates, he 
addressed them ia the following manner : ^^ It is not now a time, 
my friends, to dispute of the merit of past services, for all boast- 
ing is vain in the day of danger. Let it be the brave man's 
pride to rest assured, that it is not the post or station which 
pves courage, or which can take it away. I head the Athenj- 
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ans, whatever post you shall assign us we will maintaiu it : and 
make our station, wherever we are placed, the post of true 
honour ^nd military glory. 

21. "We are conie hitlier not to contend with our friends, 
but to figlit with our enemies ; not to boast of our ancestors, but 
to imitate them. This battle will distinguish the particular merit 
of each city, each commander, and even the lowest sentinel will 
share the honour of the day.'^ This speech determined the 
council of war in favour of the Athenians, who, thereupon, 
were allowed to maintain their former station. 

22. A fatal conspiracy in the midst of the Athenians threat- 
ened consequences still more dangerous, as they were unseen. 
Some of tlie best and richest families, who had wasted their for- 
tunes in the war, and lost their credit in the city, entered into a 
confederacy to deliver up Greece into the hands of the Persians. 
Aristides, however, still watchful in the service of the state, was 
early informed of their machinations, and instantly laid their 
schemes before the general council. Notwithstanding he was 
contented with having eight of the conspirators arrested ; and 
of these, two only were reserved for trial. 

23. Yet his lenity, or, to call it by a truer name, his pru- 
dence, would not permit him to act rigorously even against these ; 
as he knew that severity in times of general danger would but 
depress the ardour of the army, he permitted them to escape ; 
and thus sacrificed public justice to public security. 

24. Both armies had now continued for ten days in sight of 
each other, in anxious expectation of an edo^agement ; both wil- 
ling to begin, yet afraid to strike, as the aggressor was to engage 
at a disadvantage. But Mardooius beino- naturally of an impa- 
tient, fiery disposition, grew very uneasy at so long a delay. Be- 
sides, he had not much provisions left for l\is army, and the Gre- 
cians grew every day stronger, by the addition of fresh supplies. 

25. He, therefore, called a council of war, to deliberate 
whether he should give battle 5 Artabazus, a person of singular 
merit and great experience, was of opinion, chat they should not 
hazard a battle ; but that they should retire under the wails of 
Thebes J while the enemy, formed of various troops, and subject 
to different leaders, would destroy each other by iheir own dissen- 
sions; or might be partly corrupted to give up ihe common cause. 

26. This opinion was tlie most reasonable ; but Mardonius, 
spurred on by his natural impetuosity, and wearied witii a pro^ 
tracting war, resolved to engage 5 nor had the rest courage to 
contradict hk resolution. The result, therefoie was, that they 
should give battle the next day. 

27 > This being resolved on the side of Persia, the Greeks 
D2 
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were not less prepared for the engagement, for they had beet 
secretly apprised the night before by Alexander, king of Mace- 
don, of the result of the Persian councils. Pausanius, therefore, 
gave orders to his army to prep^ themselves for battle : and 
drawing up his forces, placed the Athenians on the right, as 
being better acquainted with the Persian manner of fighting, and 
flushed with former success. 

28. Whether it was iear or prudence that suggested this 
change to the general, the Athenians took the post of honour 
with exultation : nothing was heard among them but mutual 
exhortations to bravery, and a steady resolution to conquer or 
fall. But Mardonius hearing of this alteration in the disposition 
of the Grecian ar|ny, made an alteration also in his own. This 
also once more produced a change in the disposition of the 
Greeks ; by tins changing and re-changing the order of battle, 
nothing farther was done for that day. 

29*. At night, the Greeks held a council of war, in which it 
was resolved, that they should decamp from their present situa- 
tion, and march to another more conveniently situated for water. 
As their removal was to be performed in the night, much dis- 
order ensued ; and in the morning, Mardonius perceiving them 
scattered over the plain, he supposed that they were flying 
rather than retreating^ he, therefore, resolved to pursue them 
with his whole army. 

30. The Greeks perceivmg his design, soon collected their 
scattered forces, which the darkness had dispersed but not in- 
timidated, and halting near the little city of Plataea, there deter- 
mined to await the shock of their pursuers. The barbarian 
forces soon came up to the engagement with their accustomed 
howlin*g, expecting rather to plunder than to iight.^ 

31. The Lacedaemonians, who closed up the rear of the Gre- 
cian army, were the first who supported the shock of the assail- 
^nts. They were in some measure separated from the rest of 
the army, by the obstinacy of one of their own regiments, wfio 
<;onsidered their retreat as contrary to the idea of Spartan disci- 
pline, but still consisting of a formidable body of men, they were 
in a capacity of making head against the invaders. Collecting 
themselves into a phalanx, they stood impenetrable and immove- 
able to all the assaults of the enemy. 

32. In the mean time, the Athman troops, who •were ap- 
prised of the attack, quickly turned back,.in order to assist their 
allieis ^ but the Greeks, who were in Persian pay, to the numoer 
of ^ve thousand, intercepted thehr return. Thus, the battle was 
divided into two, and foi;^ht with great ardour in various parts 
^i( the field. But nothing could resist the weight of the Spartan 
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phalanx, who, after some time, broke in upon the Persian forces, 
and put them into disorder. 

33. In this tumult Mardonius, in attempting to restore the or- 
der of battle, and rushing into the midst of the carnage, was killed 
by Aimnestus, a Spartan ; and soon after, all his army betook 
themselves to flight. The other Greek troops soon followed the 
brave example set them by Sparta, and the rout became general. 

34. Artabazus, who commanded a body of forty thousand ' 
Persians, fled with them towards the Hellespont : while the rest 
fortified tlieniselves in their camp by wooden ramparts. There 
tliey were attacked by the Spartans, but being not well skilled in 
tliat part of war, the Athenians soon came up to their assistance, 
and soon effected a breach in this hasty rampart. 

35. It was then that the slaughter of the enemy was indis- 
criminate and terrible. Of all the Persian army that had taken 
refuge there, not four thousand men escaped. Above a hundred 
thousand men were put to the sword ; and the conquerors, williog 
to rid their country at once of their terrible invaders, refused to 
give quarter. Thus ended the Persian invasions of Greece, nor 
ever after was the Persian army .seen to cross the Hellespont. 

S6. The carnage being at last over, the Greeks buried their 
dead, which at most did not amount to teik thousand men ; and 
soon after, as a testimony of their gratitude t6 Heaven, they caused 
a statue of ^fupiter to be made at the general expense, which 
they placed in his temple at Olympia. The names of the seve- 
ral nations of Greece that were present in the engagement, were . 
engraven on the right side of the pedestal of the statue, the Spar- 
tans first, the Athenians mext, and all the rest in order. 

37. In the mean time, while success attended the Grecian 
arms upon land, they were not less fortunate at sea. The 
greatest part of the Persian fleet, after the defeat at Salamis, 
wintered at Cumae ; and in the spring moved to Samos, both to 
guard and awe the coasts of Asia. The Grecians, in the mean 
time, were refitting their ships at iEgina, and being importimed 
6y the Samians, they put to sea under the conduct of L^otichy- 
des,the Spartan, and Xanthippus, the Athenian. 

38. The Persians, apprised of their approaching, and having 
long experienced their own inferiority, would not venture to op- 
pose /them at sea, but dfew up their ships upon land at Mycale, 
a promontory of Ionia, where they fortifiecl them with a wall 
and deep trench, while they were also protected by an army of 
sixtv thousand foot under the command of Tigranes. 

39. This, however, did not deter the Greeks from venturing 
to attack th«n. Leotichydes having endeavoured to make the 
Ibnians i«yolt, landed his forces, wid the next day prepared foi 
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the assault. He drew up hia army in two bodies ; the one con- 
sisting chiefly of Athenians and Corinthians, kept the plain, 
whilst the other, of Lacedaemonians, marched over the hills and 
precipices, to gain the highest ground. 

40. The bfl^le being joined, great courage and resolution was 
B&own on both sides, and the fortune of the day continued for a 
long time in suspense. The defection of the Oreek auxiliaries in 
the Persian army, turned the fate of the battle 5 the Persians were 
soon routed and pursued ^th great slaughter to their very tents. 

41. The Athenians had made themselves masters of the field 
before the Lacedaemonians could come to their assistance, so 
that all the share these had m the action was to disperse some 
Persian troops which were attempting to make a regular retreat ; 
soon after their lamparts were forced, and all their vessels burnt, 
so that nothing could be more complete than the victory at My- 
cale. Tigranes, the Persian genera], and forty thousand men Oi 
his army, lay dead on the field of battle ; the fleet was destroy- 
ed ; and of -the great army brought uito Europe by Xerxes, scarce 
one remained to bring badL the tidings. 

42. l^iiHiattle of Plataea was fought in the moriflng, and that 
of Mycale in the evening of the same day. But what is very 
extraordinary, it is universally affirmed, Uiat the victory at Pla- 
Caea was known at Mycale before the battle began, though it i:s 
a passage of several days from one place to the other. It is 
most probable that Leotichydes made use of the report to en* 
Courage his army,^and incite them to emulate their associates in 
thecause of freedom. 

43. During these misfortunes, Xerxes, who had been the cause 
of all, lay at ^ardis, expecting the event of his expedition ; but 
every hour coming loaded with the news of some fatal disaster, 
finding himself unable to retrieve his afiairs,'he retired farther 
into the country ; and endeavoured to drown in luxuiy and riot 
the uiMsasy reflections of his unsuccessful ambition. 

4i. To the want of success abroad, was added the contempt 
of his subjects at home ; and this brought on a train of treasons, 
insurrections, sacrilege, murder, incest, and cruelty j so that the 
latter part of his reign was as scandalous as the first part of it 
had been unfortunate. 

4^. The Grecian fleet, after the battle of Mycale, set sail to- 
wards the Hellespont, in order to possess themselves of the bridges 
which Xerxes had built over that strait ; but finding them already 
destroyed by the tempestuous weather, they returned home. 
From this time all the cities of Ionia revolted from the Persians, 
and havmg entered into the general confederacy, roost of tfaem 
preserved their liberty during the time that emnire subnsted. 
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46. The treasures which the Persians had hrooght into Greece 
were very great 3 and these of consequence became a prey to 
the conquerors. From this period, the Greeks began to lose 
their sphit of iiardy and^laborious virtue ; and to adopt the re- 
fined indolence, the captious petulance, and the boundless love 
of pleasure, which extreme wealth is ever known to produce. 

47* The former equality of the people now began to be 
broken ; ^md while one part of the inhabitants rioted in opu- 
lence and luxury, another was seen pining in want and despair. 
It was in vain that philosophy reared its head to stop these ca- 
lamities ; its voice reaches but to a few ; the grea^, and the tittle 
vulgar, are equally deaf to its dictates. 

48. From this time we are to view a different picture ; and 
instead of a brave and refined people, confederating against tyr- 
anny, we are to behold an enervated and factioas populace, a 
-corrupt administration among those in power, and wealth aioiic 
making <Ustinction. 
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CHAPTER Vin. ^^^^^^ 



From the Victory at Mycaie^ to the beginning of the Pelopon- 
nesicM War. 

1. No sooner were the Greeks freed from the appre- ^ ,* 
hensions of a foreign invasion, than they began to enter- 0596* 
tain Jealousies of each other. Indeed, these petty ani- 
mosities had all sdong subsisted among them ; but they were 
kept under by the sense of general danger. As this collection 
of republics was composed of states entirely dissimilar in man- 
ners, interests, and inclinations, it was no ways surprising to 
find its parts ever at variance with each other. 

2. The first marks of jealousy upon the destruction of the 
Persian army, exhibited themselves between the Athenians and 
Spartans. The one, a refined ambitious state, unwUling to ad- 
mit a superior in the general confederacy ; the other, a hardy 
unpolished race, which could never think of admitting a feebler 
state as an equal. The Athenians, with their families, being re- 
turned to their own country, began to. think of rebuilding their 
city, which had been almost destroyed during the Persian war. 

3. As every new foundation aims at improving the old, they 
laid a plan of strengthening and extending their walls ; and 
giving their city at once, more mikgnificence and security. 
This was but nattural : however, the Lacedaemomans conceited 
a jealousy at this nndertaking *, and h^gan to think that Athens, 
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from being mistress of the seas, would soon attempt usurping ail 
authoritv upon land. 

4. They, therefore, sent an embassy to the AtheniaiKffto dis- 
suade them from this undertaking, giving as an ostensible rea- 
son, the danger i^ch fortifications would be of to the general 
confederacy, if they should ever fail into the hands of the Per- 
sians. This message at iirst appeared reasonable, and the Athe- 
nians put an immediate stop to their undertaking } "but Themis- 
tocles, who since the battle of Salamis, continued to guide in the 
assemblies of Athens, easily saw through the pretext; and advised 
the council to meet their dissimulation with similar address. 

5. He, therefore, answered the Spartan ambassadors, that the 
Athenians would soon send an embassy to Lacedsmon, in which 
they would fully satisfy all their scruples. Having thus gained . 
time, he procured himself to be elected for that important nego- 
ciation ; and took care to draw out the treaty by studied delays. 
He had previously desired that his colleagues should follow one 
after another, and still he alleged at Lacedseraon that Jie only 
waited*for^dieir andval to dctermi ne the affair at a #i§^|J^ience . 

6. Durmg Sirtnis time the work was carried on at T^ens 
with the utmost vigour and industry ; the women and chilclren, 
jstrangers and slaves, were all employed in it, nor was it inter- 
rupted for a single day. 

7" It was in vain that the' Spartans complained of this pro- 
cedure ; it was in vain that they urged Themistocles to hasten 
his business ; he stedfastly denied ^e fact, and entreated them 
not to give any credit to loose and idle reports. He desired 
they would send again and inquire into the truth of the matter ; 
and, at the same time, advised the Athenians to detain the Spar- 
Cans' envoys until he and his colleagues should return. 

8. At last, finding all his pretence for delay exhausted, he bold- 
ly demanded an audience ; and knowing that the work was fin- 
ished, he no longer kept on the mask. He then informed the 
Spartans in full council, that Athens was now in a condition to 
keep out any enemy, whether foreign or domestic ; that what his ' 
countrymen had done was conformable both to the law of n<v 
tions and the common interests of Greece. 

9. Every city had a right to consult for its own safety, witli- 
but submitting to the voice or control of its neighbours ; that 
what had been done was entirely in consequence of his advice : 
and, in short, that whatever injury they offered him, they must 
expect it would be returned upon their own ambassadors, who 
were still detained at Athens. 

10. These declarations extremely displeased the Lacedsemo- 
nians j but either sensible of their truths or unwiiliflg to come to * 
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an open rupture^ they dissen^bled their resentment ^and the am- 
bassadors on both sides, having all suitable honours paid them, 
retumfft to their respective cities. Themistocles was received 
with as much joy by his fellow-citiaens as if he had returned 
from a triumph ; and he was of a disposition to feel those 
hondurs with ^ hig^st delight. 

11. Having thus taken proper precautions for securing the 
city, his next care was to strengthen the port, and form a har- 
bour at once spacious and secure. He likewbe obtained a de- 
cree, that evc^y year they should build twenty vessels to con- 
tinue and augment their force by sea ; and in order to engage 
the greater number of workmen and sailors to resort to Athens^ 
he caused particular privileges and immunities to be granted in 
their favour. 

12.^ His design was to render Athens entirely a maritime city, 
in trhich he followed a very different system of politics frooi 
their former governors, who bent all their efforts to alienate the 
mindis of the people from commerce and naval affairs. 

13. But as succei^ in one part is apt to lead oh to designs still 
mor^ extensive, Themistocles was willing to outstep the bounds 
of justice in the prosecution of his darling projects. He even 
forraed a plan of supplanting Sparta, and ntaking Alliens the 
unrivalled mistress of Greece. On a certain day, therefore, he 
declared in a full assembly of the people, that he had a very im- 
portant design to^propose ; but which could not be comniunicat- 
ed to the public, as the execution required secrecy and despatch. 

14. He, therefore, desired they would appoint a person to 
whom he might explain himself^ one whose judgment might di- 
rect, and whose authority might confirm him in his design. To 
direct in a matter of this importance, it was not easy to mj^s the 
wisest and the best man of the state : and Aristides was unani- 
mously chosen by the whole assembly as the properest person to 
weigh the justice as well as the utility of the proposal. 

15. Themistocles, therefore, taking him aside, told him that 
the design he had conceived was to burn the fleet belonging to 
the rest of the Grecian states, which then lay in a neighbouring 
port 5 and thus procure Athens an undisputed sovereignty of the 
sea. Aristides, inwardly displeased at the proposal, made no 
answer; but returning to the assembly, informed them, thart 
nothing could be more advantageous for Athens than what The- 
mistocles had proposed ; but nothing could be diore unjust. 

16. The people, still po^essed of a share of remaining vir-^ 
tue, unanimously declined the^ proposal without knowing its con- 
tents ; and conferred the surname of Just upon Aristides ; a ti- 
tle stitl more flattering, as he had so well deserved it. 
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17. Thas Athens being restored to peace and security, onice 
more began to apply to tliose arts that adorn life, and secure 
freedom. The people began to assume a greater share in the gov- 
ernment of the state than they had hitherto aspired at ; and steps 
were every day taken to render the constitution entirely popular. 

18. Aristides perceived this; and justly dreaded the conse* 
quences of a demodratic government ; he, therefore, procured oi 
decree^ that the archons, who were the chief magistrates of the 
state, should be chosen indiscriminately from all ranks of Atheni- 
ans without distinction. Thus, by indulging the citizens in a part 
of their wbhes, he secured a legal subordination among the whole. 

19* In the mean time, the Grecians, encouraged by their for- 
mer victories, resolved to send a fleet to deliver their confede- 
rates, who still groaned beneath the Persian yoke. Pausanias 
commanded the Spartan fleet, while Aristides and Cimon, the 
son of Miltiades, were appointed to conduct the fleets of Athens. 
This was the first time the latter, who was yet very young, was 
placed in a sphere for the exhibition of his virtues. 

20. He had formerly suffered himself to be imprisoned to- 
wards the satisfying of his father's fine, and his piety upon that 
occasion gave the most favourable presage of his future great- 
ness. When set at liberty, his services in war soon became con- 
spicuous ; and it was seen that he acted with the courage of his 
father, the judgment of Themistocles, and with more sincerity 
than either. The ingenuous openness of his temper being easily 
seen, he was opposed in the state as a counterpoise to the craft 
and subtlety of Themistocles } and thus advanced to the highest 
employments both at home and abroad. 

21. Under these commanders, the allied . fleet first directed 
tlieir course to the isle of Cyprus, where they restored all the 
cities to their liberty ; then steering towards the Hellespont, at- 
tacked the city of B3rzantium, of which they made themselves 
masters ; and took a vast number of prisoners, many of whom 
were the richest and most considerable families of Persia. 

22. Th^ success of this expedition was not more flattering to 
the Greeks, than in the end prejudicial to them. A deluge ot 
wealth pouring in, corrupted the simplicity, and tainted tho 
manners of every rank of people. The Athenians, . already 
skilled in the arts of politeness and efieminacy, concealed their . 
change for a time; but it soon broke out among the Spartans^ 
and Pausanias himself, their commander, was the first infected 
with the contagion. 

23. Being naturally of a haughty and imperious temper, aod 
still iQCMre impressed with the gloomy austerity of Sparta, he set 
so bounds to his ambition ; he treated his ofikers and even thi 
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confederate generals, with severity, arrogance, and disdain ; and 
so much alienated the minds of the soldiers, that he was forsaken 
by all the confederates, who put themselves under the command 
and protection of Aristides and Cimon. 

24. These generals had ever preserved a contrary conduct : 
affable, courteous, and obliging, they tempered their authority 

.with mildness ; and won, by their manners, such as they could 
not engage by their benefits. An opposition, so mortifying, 
could not but be displeasing to Pausanias ; it was m vain kliat 
he attempted to keep up his authority by pride and ostenta- 
tion 5 his importance sunk with his unpopularity; and lie be- 
came contemptible even to those that still acknowledged his 
command. 

25. Perhaps it was from these motives, tliat he resolved tu 
sacrifice his country to his ambition ; and give up to the Per- 
sians, a state where he could no longer expect to dictate. Be thi$ 
as it will, he made overtures for gaining the favour of Xerxes ; 
and, in order to ingratiate himself at the court of that monarch, 
he sufiered some of his more exalted prisoners to make their 
escape by night, commissioned with letters to Xerxes, wherein 
he offered to deliver up Sparta and all Greece, on condition that 
he would give him his daughter in marriage. 

26. Xerxes readily hearkened to the proposal, and referred 
him to Artabazus, his governor, to concert measures with him 
for putting it in execution. He also furnished him with a large 
sum of money to be distributed among such of the Grecian states 
as would join in the conspiracy. 

27. How long this treaty continued secret, we are not told 5 
but it was discovered at Sparta, before it could be put into exe- 
cution ; and Pausanias was ordered home to take his trial for 
the ofience. The proofs, however, against him were not sufiV* 
cient for conviction, as the ephori had made it a rule never to 
convict a man but upon the plainest evidence. But his com- 
mand was taken from him ; and he retired, still meditating re- 
venge and destruction to his country. 

28. It was not long, however, before he received a second 
summons to appear before the ephori for fresh crimes, and a 
number of his own slaves were found to depose against him. 
Still, however, he had the fortune to come ofi*, the mildness of 
the Spartan laws, and the authority of his regal office, which he 
still possessed, cdhspiring to protect him. 

29. Pausanias, having in this manner twice escaped the jus- 
tice of his country, would not, however, abandon his base pro- 
jects, or sacrifice his resentment to hi* safety. Immediately 
upon his being acquitted, he returned to the sea-coasts, without 
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any authority from the state, and sdll continued to carry on hh 
correspondence with Artabazus. 

30. He now acted with such little reserve, that his conduct 
was known to the ephori, and they only wanted information to 
convict him. • While they were thus perplexed for want of evi- 
dence, a certain slave, who was called the Argillian, cleared their 
doubts, and came with prooib which could not be resisted. 

31. This man had been employed by Pausanias to carry a 
letter to Artabazus, and he accordingly prepared himself for the 
expedition ; but reflecting that many of his fellow<4laves had 
been sent on similar messages, and seeing none of them return, 
he was induced to open the packet of which he was the bearer, 
and there he discovered the mystery, and his own danger. 

32. It seems that Pausanias and the Persian governor had, 
agreed to put to death all the messengers they mutually sent to 
each other as soon as their letters were delivered, so that there 
might be no possibility left of tracing out or discovering the cor- 
respondence. This letter he delivered to the ephori, who were 
aow cdnviced ^at Pausadiias was* guilty; but for a more 
thorough confirmation they were willing to have it from himself. 

33. For this purpose, they contriv^ that the slave should 
take saaCtuary in the temple of Neptune, as for safety and pro- 
tection ; and, under a pretence of supplicating the deity, for the 
infidelity he had committed. The instant Pausanias was in- 
formed of his slave's behaviour, he hastened to the temple to in- 
quire the reason ; where the slave informed him, that having 
opened hi» letter, he found the contents ^atal to .himself; and, 
therefore, took this method of averting the danger. ^ 

34. Pausanias, instead of denying the fact, endeavoured rather 
to pacify the slave, and promised him a large reward to bribe 
his future secrecy. But during this interview, the ephori had 
privately posted persons to overhear the conversation, and they 
soon divulged his guilt. 

35. The moment, therefore, he was returned to the city, the 
ephori resolved to seize him, and from the aspect of one of these 
magistrates he plainly per'ceived his danger: he therefore flew to 
take sanctuary in the temple of Minerva, und got thither before 
his pursuers could overtake him. 

36. As the religion of the state would not permit his being 
taken forcibly firom thence, the people stopped up the entranci^ 
with great stones ; and tearing ofi" the roof, left him exposed to 
the inclemency of the weather. After a short stay he was starv- 
ed to death ; and in this miserable manner died the general who 
kadled on the victorious troops to the field of Plataea. 

37. The fate of Pausanias soon after involved that of The- 
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mistocles, who had some time before been banished^ and lived 
in great esteem at Argos. A passionate thirst of glory, and a 
strong desire to command arbitrarily over the citizens, bad made 
him very odious at Ath«u(. 

38. He had built near his house a temple in honour of Di* 
ana, under this title, ^' To Diana, the goddess of good counsel,^ 
as hinting at his own counsels upon several important occasions, 
and thus tacidy reproaching his fellow-citizens of having forgot 
them. This, though a small offence, was sufficient to expel him 
from so fluctuating and jealous a state as that of Athens ; but he 
was now accused of having participated in, and having been 
privy to the designs of Pausanias. 

39* In fact) Pausanias had communicated to him all his de- 
signs ; but Themistocles had rejected his proposals with the ut- 
most indignation. But then he concealed his enterprises ; either 
thinking it base to betray the ^crets trusted to his confidence, 
or imagining it impossible for such dangerous and ill-concerted 
schemes to take effect. 

40. 6e this as it will, upon the downfal of Pausanias, it ap- 
peared that a correspondence had been carried on between them ; 
and the Lacedaemonians declared themselves his accusers before 
the assembly of the people of Athens. Such of the citizens as 
had long either envied, or feared Themistocles, now joined in 
the general accusation, and urged his death with great acrimony. 

41 . Aristides alone, who had long been his open opposer, re* 
fused to join in this base confederacy against him, and rejected 
so mean an opportunity of revenge, being as little inclined to 
delight in the misfortunes of his adversary, as he had before been 
to envy his successes. It was in vcdn that Themistocles answer- 
ed by letters to the calumnies laid against him ; it was in vain 
that he alleged that a mind like his, disdaining slavery at home, 
could think of wishing for it in exile; the people, too strongly 
wrought upon by his accusers, sent persons to seize and bring 
him befere the council of Greece. 

42. Fortunately, however, he had timely notice of their de* 
sign, and wen^ to take refuge in the island of Corcyra, to the in- 
habitants of which he had A)rmerly done signal services. From 
thence he fled to Epirus, and finding himself still pursued by the 
Athenians, grown at length desperate, he fled to Admetus, king 
of the Molossians, for refuge. There he first practised all the 
abject arts of a man obliged to sue to a tyrant for succour. 

43. He had, upon a former occasion, been instrumental in 
preventing the Athenians from granting aid to this monarch ; 
and this was now severely remembered against him. Admetus 
was from home^t the time Themistocles came to implorci^ pro- 
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tection: and, upon his return, he was surprised to find his old 
adversary, who had come to put himself under his protection. 

44. As soon as the king appeared, Themistocles took that 
monarch's young son in his arms, and seating himself amidst 
the household gods, informed him of the cause of his arrival^ 
and implored his clemency and protection. Admetus, surprised 
and moved with compassion, at seeing the greatest man of 
Greece a humble suppliant at his feet, raised him immediately 
from the ground, and promised him protection. Accordingly, 
when the Athenians and Lacedaemonians came to demand him, 
he refused absolutely to deliver up a person who had made his 
palace an asylum, in the firm persuasion that it would afford 
bim safety and protection. 

45. Thus, continuing to spend the close of his life in indo- 
lence and retirement, having learned to pardon and despise the 
ingratitude of his country, he expected at least their forgiveness. 
But the Athenians and Lacedsemonians, would not suffer him 
to live.in peace, and still insisted on having him delivered up. 
In this exigence, as the king found himself unable to protect his 
illustrious guest, he resolved to promote^ his escape. 

46. He was, therefore, put on board a merchant ship, which 
was sailing to Ionia, and his quality concealed with the utmost 
precaution. A storm having carried the ship near the Island of 
Naxos, then besieged by the Athenians, the imminent danger he 
was in of falling into their hands, compelled him to discover 
himself to the pUot, and prevailed upon him to steer for Asia ; 
where, arriving at Cum^e, a city of iEolia, in Asia Minor, he was 
from thence sent under a strong guard, and in one of those 
covered chariots, in which the Persians were accustomed to con- 
vey their wives to the court at Sardis. 

47* When the unfortunate exile was arrived at the palace of 
the voluptuous monarch of the country, he waited on the captain 
of the guard, requesting, as a Grecian stranger, to have permis* 
sion to speak with the king. The officer informed him of a 
ceremony, which he knew was insupportable to some Greeks : 
but, without which, none were allowed that honour. This was 
to fall prostrate before the Persian monarch, and to worship 
him as me living image of the gods on earth. 

48. Themistocles, who was never scrupulous of the means of 
obtaining what he sought, promised to comply, and falling ou 
his face before the king, in the Persian manner, declared his 
name, his country, and misfortunes. " I have done," cried he, 
" my, ungrateful country services more than once, and I am 
now come to offer those services to you. My life is in your 
hands 5 you may now exert your demency, or display 3'our veu- 
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geonoe. By the fonner, yoa will preserve a faithful suppfiaati 
by the latter, you will destroy the greatest enemy to Greece." 

49* The laag made him no answer at this audience, though he 
was struck with admiration at his eloquence and intrepidity, but 
he soon gave a loose to his joy for the event. He told his cour- 
tiers, that he considered the arrival of Themistocles as a "very 
happy accident, and wished that his enemies would for ever pur- 
sue the same destructive methods, of l^ishing from among 
them all the good and wise. 

50. Even his satisfactions were continued in a dream. At 
night, he was seen^to start from his sleep, and three times to cry 
out, ^' I have got Themistocles the Athenian." He even gave 
him three cities for his support, and had him maintained in the 
utmost affluence and splendour. It is said, that such was his fa- 
vour at the Persian court, and so great was the consideration in 
which he was hdid by all ranks of mankind, that one day at . 
table, he was heard to cry out to his wife and children, that were 
piaced there, "Children, we should have been certainly ruined, 
if we had not been formerly undone." 

51. In this manner, he lived in affluence and contented slave- 
ry, until the king began to think of emploving his talents in 
sending him at i£e head of an array against Athens, Although 
Themistocles professed himself an open enemy to the state, jret 
he still -harboured a latent affection for it, which no rese ntm e nt 
could remove. The consciousness that he should be instrumei^ 
tal in ov^tuming a city which had been made to flourish by his 
counsels, gave him inexpressible pain. 

52. He found himself at last, unable to sustain the coniict 
between his gratitude to the king, and his love to his country; 
and, therefore, res<dved upon dying, as the only means of e»- 
caping from his perplexity. He, therefore, prepared a solemn 
sacrifice, to which he invited all his friends, when, after embrs^ 
cing them all, and taking a last farewell, he swallowed poison, 
which soon put an end to his life. He died at Ma^esia, aged 
three-score and five years, the greatest part of which he had 
sp^st in the intrigues and bus^s of active employment. 

53. Themistocles seemed to unite in himself all the promi- 
nent features of the Greek character, sagacious, eloquent, and 
brave, yet unprincipled, artful, and mercenaiy, with too many 
virtues ever to be mentionied as a despicable character, and too 
many defects ev» to be omsidered as a great one. 

54. In the mean time, while Themistocles was thus become 
the sport of fortune, the just Aristides attempted a nobler path 
to glory. "It has already been observed, that the command of 
Greece had parsed from Sparta to the Athenians ; and h was 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



94 THE HISTORY 

agreed among the body of the stales, that their conunon treasure 
for carrying on the expenses of the war, should be lodged in the 
island of Delos^ under the custody of a man of a clear head and 
an uncomipt heart. 

55. The great question, therefore, was, where to find a man 
to be trusted with so important a charge, andystedfastly known 
to prefer the public interest to his own. In this general disqui- 
sition all p^es cast their eyes on Aristides, of whom Themis - 
todes used jestingly to say, that he had no other merit than that 
of a strong box, in keeping safely what was committed to his 
charge. 

^^. The conduct of Aristides in his discharge of this duty 
only served to confirm the great opinion mankind had formed of 
his integrity. He presided over the treasury with the care of a 
father pver his family ; and the caution of a miser over what he 
holds dearer than himself. No man complained of his adminis- 
tration ; and no part of' the public money was exhausted in vain. 
He, who thus contributed to mak^ government rich, was himself 
very poor ; and so far was he from being ashamed of poverty, 
that he considered it as glorious to him as all the trophies and 
victories he had won. 

^J, It happened upon a certain occasion, that Callias, an in 
timate friena and relation of Aristides, was summoned before 
the judges for some offence ; and one of the chief objections al- 
leged against him was, that while he rolled in affluence and lux- 
ury, he suffered his friend and relation Aristides to remain in 
poverty and want. Upon this occasion Aristides was called up- 
on, when it appeared that Callias had often offered to share his 
fortune with him, but that he declined the , benefit \ asserting, 
that he only might be said to want who permits his appetites to 
transgress the bounds of his income, and that he who could dis- 
pense with a few things, thus rendered himself more like the 
gods, that want for nothing. 

58. In this manner he lived, just in his public, and indepen- 
dent in his private capacity. His house was a public school for 
virtue ; and was open to all young Athenians who sought wis- 
dom, or were ambitious of power. He gave them the kindest 
reception \ heard ihem with patience ; instructed Uiem with fa- 
miliarity, and endeavoured above all thmgs, to give them a just 
value for ^themselves. Among the rest of his £sciples, Cimon, 
who afterwards made such a distinguished figure in the state, 
was one of the foremost. 

59. History does npt mention the exact time or place of his 
death, but it pays the most glorious testimony to his disinterest- 
ed diaracter, in telling us that he who had the absolute disposal 
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of all the public treasures died poor. It is even asserted, that 
he did not leave m<»iey enough behind him to pay the expenses 
of hb funeral ; but that Ihe government was obliged to bear the 
charge of it^ and to maintain his family. 

60. His daughters were' iharried, and his son si^sisted at the 
expense of the public ; and some of his grand-children were sub- 
sisted by a pension equal to that Which such received as had 
been victorious at the Olympic games. But the greatest honour 
which his countrymen paid io his memory, was in giving him 
the title of Just*, a character far superior to all the empty titles , 
of wisdom or conquest ; since fortune or accident may confer 
virisdom or valour, but all the virtues of morality are solely of 
our own making. 

61 . Athens being in this manner deprived of the counsels and 
integrity of her two greatest magistrates, room was now made 
for younger ambition to step forward ; and Cimon, the son of 
Miltiades, promised to fill the scene with dignity and honour. 
Cimon had spent his youth in excesses, from whence it was 
thought no effort could extricate him. When, he first offered to 
gain public favour, he was so ill received by the people, preju- 
diced agmnst him by his former follies, that he suffered the most 
cruel neglect. 

62. But though he was possessed of courage and abilities, he 
began to lay a^de al^ thoughts of the public, contented with on- 
ly humbler satisfactions. But Aristides perceiving that his dis- " 
solute turn of mind was united with many great qusdifications, he 
inspired him with fresh hopes : and persuaded him once more 
to renew the onset. 

63. He now, therefore, entirely changed his conduct, and lay- 
ing aside his juvenile follies, aimed at nothing but what was great 
and noble. Thus, he became not inferior to Miltiades in cour- 
age, to Themistocles in prudence, and was not far surpassed by 
Aristides in integrity. 

64. The first expedition of any note to the command of 
which Cimon wa»«ppointed, was of the fleet destined to scour 
the Asiatic seas. When he was arrived at Caria, all the Gre- 
cian cities upon the sea-coast immediately came in ; and the rest, 
which were garrisoned by the Persians, were taken by storm. 
Thus, by his conduct, as well as by his intelligence, the whole 
country from Ionia to Pamphylla declared against the power of 
Persia ; and joined in the association with Greece. 

65. The capture of the city £lion is too remarkable to be 
passed over in silence. Boges was governor, who held it for 
his master, the king of Persia, with a firm resdiution to save it, 
or perish in its fall. 
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€&, ft w«s in his power to have cafMtuIated vatk tbe besi^- 
ers ; wad CimoB had often oiered him v«iy adyaatageout teems : 
hut preferring his honour to his safety, he dediaed all treaty, 
and defended his station with incredible fury, till he found it. no 
longer poi^ible to continue this defence. Being at last in the ut- 
most want of provisions, he threw all his treasures from the 
wails into the river Strynion ; after which, killing liis wife and 
children, he laid them upon a pile which he haderected for that 
pmpoae, and then setting fire to the whole, rushed and expired 
in the midst of the flames. 

€T. Cimon, thus proceeding from one conquest to another, 
was at last informed that the whdie Persian fleet was anchored 
at the mouth of the river Eurjrmedon ; where they expected a re- 
inforcement of ships from Phisnicia, and therefore deferred an 
engagement till then. The Athenian general, however, resolved 
if possible to prevent this junction ; and ranged his gallies in 
such a posture as to prevent it, and yet compel the enemy to an 
engagement. It was in vtun tiiat the Persian fleet retired far- 
ther up the HK)utli of the river, the Athenians still pursued them 
until they were obliged to prepare for battie. 

68. The Persians, having the supeiiority of a hundred sail, 
maintained the conflict for some time with great intrepidity ; but 
being at last forced on shore, they who came first threw them- 
selves upon land, leavuig their empty vessels to the enemy. Thuis, 
bendes what was sunk, the Athenians took above two hundred 
ships ;^ and following their Mow upon land, the Greek soldiers 
jumping from theur s^ps, and setting up a shout, ran furioqsly upon 
the enemy, who sustained the first shock with great resolution. 

69* Btk, at lengtii, the Grecian valour aurmounted the ene- 
mjr's desperation i a total rout of the Persians ensued ; numbers 
were made prisoners ; and a great quantity of plunder seised, 
whiclr was found in their tents. Thus the Gred^s obtained a 
double victory by sea and land upon the ssune occasion. 

70. Cimon, having returned successful from this expedition, ' 
resolved to expend those treasures idiich he had taken in war, 
in beautifying and adorning his native city. A taste for archi- 
tecture had for some time been entering into Greece, and the 
Athenians gave the wcH-ld examples in this art, that surpass all 
others to this very day. 

71.' Victories so very humiliating to die prjde of Persia, in- 
duced that empire at last to thii& of peace ; and after some 
time a treaty was concluded, in which the ierms were very 
honeundbie on the side of Greece. It was stipulated, that the 
Grecian cities in Asia should be left in quiet enjoyment of tboir 
liberty j and that both the land and sea forces of the Persians 
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dhould be kept at sueli a distance f)rom the Grecian seas as not 
to create die sttiallest sospidon. 

72. Thus entirely ended the Persian war, which had k^ 
the Grecian states united, and called all their abilities into exer- 
tioQ ; from that time forward these enmities which were dissipa- 
ted upon the common foe, began to be turned upon each other : 
they lost all warlike spirit in petty jealousies; and entirely soft« 
ened by the r^nefments and luxuries of peace, prepared them* 
selves for submission to the first invader of their freedom. 

73. 'About this time the study of philosophy was carried from 
Ionia to Athens, by Athenugoras, jhe Clazomenian. Poetrv 
was, af the same time, cultivated by ^monides, of the island ol 
Ceos, who sung the exploits of his country in a styl^ becoming 
their valour. His writings, however, have not had merit enough 
to preserve them from dbliWon ^ and it may be asserted, that 
mankind rarely suffer any work to be lost which tends to make 
them more wise or more happy. 

CHAPTER IX, 

From the Peace toith Persia to the Peace of Nicias^ 

ft The state of Athens being thus in a great measiure freed 
from its fear of a foreign enemy, began to cherish intestine ani 
mosities ; and its citizens laboured with every art, to supplant 
each other in aiming at places of trust and authority. Besides 
Cimon, who by general consent had been appointed to conduct 
the fleet ai^d army, oth^^ endeavoured to take the lead at home^ 
and to govern with less hazard the operations of the state. 

2. The foremost in this attempt was Pericles, who was mucl! 
younger than Cimon, •and of a quite dffierent eftmracter* Peri 
cles was descended from the greatest and most illustrious fami 
lies of Athens : his father, Xanthippus, defeated the Persians at 
Mycale, and his mother, Agarlsta, was niece to Calisthenes, 
who expelled the tyrants, and established a popular goverttment 
in Athens. He had early thoughts of rising in the state ; and 
took lessons from Anaxagoras, in the philosophy of natare. 

3. He studied politics with great assiduity ; but particularly 
devoted himself to.eloquence, which, in a popular state, he con- 
sidered as the -fountain of all promotion. His studies were 
crowned with success ; the poets, his contemporaries, affirm, 
that his eloquence was so powerful, that, like thunder, he shook 
and astonished all Greece. He had the art of uniting force and 
beauty^ thei^e was no resisting the strength of his argumemS) 
or the sweetness of his delivery. 

E 
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4. Thucydidcs, his great opponet^ was often heard to say, 
that though he had often overthrown him, the power x>f his per- 
suasion was such, thai the audience could never perceive him 
fallen. To this eloquence he added ako a thorough insight in- 
to human nature, as well as a perfect acquaintance with the dis- 
position of his auditors. It was a constant saying with him to 
himself, ^^ Remember, Pericles, thou art going to speak to men 
bom in tlie arms of liberty \V and still he took care to flatter 
them in their ruling passion. 

5. He resembled the tyrant Pisistratus, not only ia the sweet- 
ness of his voice, but the features of his face, and his wliole air 
and manner. To these natural and acquired graces, he added 
those of fortune ; he was very rich, and had an extensive alli- 
ance with all tlie most powerful fainilies of the state. 

6. The death of Aristides, the banishment of Themistocles, 
and the absence of Cimon, gave opportunities to Ins growing 
ambition. Yet he at first concealed his desagns with the most 
cautious reserve, till finding the people growing more and more 
in his interest, he set himself at their head ; and opposed the prin- 
cipal men of the state with great appearance of disinterested virtue. 

7. The diief obstacle to his rise was Cimon, whose candour 
and liberality had gained him a numerous party of all ranks and 
denominations. In opposition to him, Pericles called in popular 
assistance ; and by expending the pubUc motkey in bribes, lar- 
gesses, and other distributions, he easUy gained the multitude to 
espouse his interests. 

8. Thus, having laid a secure foundation in popularity, he next 
struck at the council of Uie Areopagus, composed of the most 
respectable persons of all Athens \ and, by the assistance of 
Ephialtes, another popular champion, he drew away most causes 
from the cognisance of that court.; and bi^ught the whole order 
into contempt. 

9. In this manner, while Cimon wag permitted to conduct the 
war alN*oad, he managed all the supplks at home ; and, as it 
was his interest to keep Cimon at a distance, he took care to 
provide him with a sufficiency of foreign employment. 

10* In this state of parties at Athens, an insurrection of the 
Hdots, Lacedaemonian slaves, gave an opportunity of trying 
the strei^tb of either. These men, who had for several centu- 
ries groaned under the yoke of then: countrymen ; and had been 
excluded from all hopes of preferment, merely by the influence 
of an unjust precedent to tiieir prejudice, at last took up arms 
against their masters, and threatenedno less than the destruc- 
tion of the Spartan state. In this extremity the Lacedaemoni- 
ans sent to Athens to imulore succour ; but this was opposed 
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by Ephisdtes, who declared that it would be no way advisable to 
assist thenH) or to make a rivaLcity powerful by their assistance^ 

11. On the other hand, Cimon espoused the cause of Spar- 
ta, declaring that it was weak and inconsistent to maim the 
Grecian confederacy, by suffering one of its members to be tame- 
ly lopped away. His opinion for this time prevailed ; he was 
permitted to march forth at the head of a numerous body to then* 
relief, and the insurrection ^s quelled at their approach. But 
shortly after the mischief broke out afrpsh. The Helotes pos- 
sessed themselves of the strong fortress of Ithome, and tiie Spar- 
tans again petitioned for Athenian assistance. 

12. It was now that the party of Pericles was found to pre- 
vail, and the Lacedaemonians were refused ^a compliance with 
their demands. Thus, left to finish the war with their insurgent 
slaves in the best manner they could, after besieging Ithome, 
which held out for ten years, they at last became masters of it, 
sparing the lives of those who defended it, upon condition of 
leaving Peloponnesus ever after. 

13. In the mean time, the refusal on the side of Athens, and 
some indignities, said to be recei%'ed on the side of Lacedsemon, 
revived a jealousy that had long subsisted between these rival 
states, which continued thenceforward to operate with greater or 
diminished influence, until both were utterly unable to withstand 
the smallest efforts of foreign invasion. 

14. The first instance the Athenians gave of their resentment, 
was to banish Cimon, who had been a favourer of the Spartan 
cause, for ten years from the city. They next dissolved their 
alliance with Sparta ; and entered into a treaty with the Argives, 
the professed enemies of the former. The slaves of Ithome 
were also taken under Athenian protection j and settled with 
their families at Naupactus. 

15. But what contributed to widen the breach still more, the 
city of Megara, revolting from its alliance with Sparta, was pro- 
tected and garrisoned by the Athenians : thus ^vas laid the foun- 
dation of an inveterate hatred, which ended in mutual destruction. 

16. As, in all beginning enmities, several treaties were en- 
tered into, and several leagues concluded on both sides, till at 
last they came to a formal rupture. Two pitched battles be- 
tween the Athenians and Corinthians, in which either side was 
alternately ySc|orious, sounded the alarm. 

17. Another followed between the Athenians and Spartans, 
at Taligara, in which Cimon, forgetting the injury he had sus- 
tained from his country, came in to its assistance ; but the Athe- 
nians iuffered a defeat. A month or two after repaired the dis- 
grace, and the Athenians were in their turn victorious. The 
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c^mduct of Cimon again restored him to public favour ; he was 
recalled from t>anishment, in which he had spent five yeairs ; 
and it was Pericles, his rival, who first proposed the decree. 

18. The first use Cimon made of his return was, to reconcile 
the two rival states to each otlier^ and this was so far effected, 
outwardly, that a truce for five years was concluded between 
them. This led tlie way to exerting the power of the state 
upon a more distant enemy. % 

Ip. By his advice, a fleet of two hundred sail was manned, 
and destined, under bis command, to conquer the island of Cy- 
prus. He quickly saUed, overran the island, and laid siege to 
Citium.- Here, being either wounded by the defendants, or 
wasted by sickness, he began to perceive the approaches of dis- 
solution I but, still mindful of his duty, he ordered his attendants 
to conceal his death, until their schemes were crowned with 
success. They obeyed with secrecy and success. Thirty days 
after he was dead, the army, which still supposed itself under 
his command, gained a signal victory : thus he died not only in 
the arms of conquest, but gained battles merely by the ef&cacy 
of his name. 

20. With Cimon, in a great measure, expired the spirit of 
glory in Athens. As he was tlie last, so he was the most suc- 
cessful of the Grecian heroes. Sucli was the terror of the Per- 
sians at his name, that they universally deserted the sea*coasts, 
and would not come within four hundred furlongs of tlie place 
where he could be possibly expected. 

21. Pericles, being now by the death of Cim^n, freed from a 
potent rival, set himself to complete the work of ambition which 
he had begun ; and by dividing the conquered lands, amusing the 
people with shows, and adorning the. city with public buildings, 
he gained such an ascendant over the minds of the people, that 
he might be said to have obtained a monarchical power in Athens. 

22. He found means to maintain, for eight months in the year, 
a great number of poor citizens, by putting them on board the 
fleet, consisting of three-score ships, which he fitted out every 
year. He planted several colonies in the many places which 
had lately submitted to Athens. By this he cleared the city of 
a great number of idle persons, who were ever ready to disturb 
his government ; aiid were, at the same time, unable to subsist 
themselves, by reason of his oppression. 

23. But the public buildings which he raised, the ruins of 
some of which exist to this day, are suflicient to convey his 
name to posterity. It is surprising, that in a city not noted for 
the number of its inhabitants, and in so short a space of tinne ^s 
that of his administration i such laborious, expensive^ and mag- 
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nificent works could be performed. AH the arts of architecture^ 
sculpture, and painting, were exhausted in his designs ; and what 
still remsdn^continue to this hour as inimitable modds of perfection . 

24. To • effect these great works, he, in some measure, had 
recourse to injustice; and availed himsejf of those treasures 
which had been supplied by Greece for carrying on tlie war with 
Persia : and which, having been lodged at Delos, he had address 
enough to get transported to Athens, where he expended them 
in securing liis own power by all the arts of popularity. 

25. By these means, Athens became so much admired and 
envied by her neighbours, that it went by the name of Orna- 
ment ; and when it was urged that the common treasure was 
squandered away in these works of show, Pericles answered, that 
the peo])le of Athens were not accountable to any for their con- 
duct ; for they had the best right to the treasures of the confede- 
rate states, who took the greatest care to defend them. He added 
that it was fit ingenious artisans should have their share of the 
public money, since there was still enough left for carrying on 
the war. 

26. These were rather the arguments of power than persua- 
sion ; of a man already in possession, than willing, upon just 
grounds to relinquish what he had claimed. It was seen not 
only by the wiser citizens, but by all the states of Greece, tliat 
he was dsdly striding into power; and would,' as Pislstratus had 
done before, make the people the fabricators of their owi) chains. 
For remedying this growing evil, the heads of the city opposed 
Thucydides to his growing power ; and attempted to restrain 
his career by opposing eloquence to popularity. 

27. Thucydides. was brother-in-law to Cimon, and had dis- 
played his wisdom on numt>erless occasions. He was not pos- 
sessed of the military talents of his rival ; but his eloquence 
gave him a very powerful influence over the people. As he 
never left thecit}', he still combated Pericles in all his measures; 
arid, for a whifc, brought down the ambition of bis rival to the 
standard of reason. 

28. But his efforts could not long avail against the persuasive 
power and corrupt influence of his opponent. Pericles every day 
gained nei^ ground, till he at last found himself possessed of the 
whole authority of the state. It was then that he began to change 
his behaviour, and from acting the fawning and humble suppli- 
ant, he assumed the haughty airs of royalty. He now no lon- 
ger submitted himself to the caprice of the people : but changed 
the democratic state of Athens into a kind of monarchy. 

29. He would sometimes, indeed, win his fellow-citizens over 
to his will ; but, at other times, when he found them obstinatt^, 
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he would ia a manner compel them to consult their own inter- 
ests. Thus^ between power and persuasion, public profusion 
and private economy, political falsehood, and private integrity, 
Pericles became the principal ruler at Athens ; and all such as 
were his enemies became the enemies of the state. 

30. It was not to be wondered at, that this magnificent state 
of Athens was not a little displeasing to the rival states of Greece, 
especially as its state of splendour was. in some measure, formed 
from their contributions. The Spartans, particularly, still con- 
tinued to regard this growing city with envy ; and soon showed 
their displeasure, by refusing to send deputies to Athens to con- 
sult about repairing the' temple, that had been burnt down 
during the wars with Persia. 

31. The successes of Pericles against the enemy in Thrace, 
still more increased their uneasiness; and particularly when 
/^ailing round Peloponnesus with a hundred ships, he protected 
the allies of Greece, and granted their cities all they thought fit 
to ask him. These successes raised the indignation of Sparta, 
while they intoxicated Athens with ideas of ambition, and open- 
ed new inlets for meditating conquest. 

32. The citizens now began to talk of attempts upon Egypt ; 
of attacking the maritime provinces of Persia; of carrying their 
arms into Sicily, and of extending their conquest from Italy to 
Carthage. These were views beyond their power, and that 
rather marked their pride than abiUty. 

33. An expedition against Samos, in favour of the Melisians, 
who had craved their assistance, was the beginning of this rup- 
ture, which never after was closed up. It is pretended that 
Pericles fomented thi^ war to please a famous courtezan, named 
Aspasia, of whom he was particularly enamom-ed. 

34. After several events and battles not worth the regard of 
history, Pericles besieged the capital of Samos with tortoises 
and battering rams, which was the first time these military en< 
gines had been employed in sieges. The Samiatis, after suffer- 
ing a nine months' siege, surrendered. Pericles razed their 
walls ; dispossessed them of their ships, and demanded immense 
sums to defray the expenses of the war. Flushed whh this suc- 
sess he returned to Athens ; buried all those who lost-their lives 
in the siege in the most splendid manner, and pronounced their 
funeral oration. 

35. A rupture now between the Athenians and Lacedeemo- 
* »! nians seemed inevitable. Pericles, therefore, to antici- 

3572 * P*^^ ^^^ designs of his rival state, advised that aid should 
^ ' be sent to the people of Corcyra, whom the Corinthians, 
assisted by the Lacedaemonians i had invaded. 
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36. As the qoaitel between the Corcyreans and Corinthians 
gave rise to the great Peioponnesiah war, which soon after in- 
volved all Greece, it will be uecessaiy to gi^ a slight account 
of its original. Epidaraus was ^ colony of the Corcyr^ns^ 
which growing first rich, and soon after factious, banished the 
chief of her citizens. The exiles joining with tlie lllyrians, 
brought the Epidamians so low, that they were obliged to semi 
to Corcyra, their parent city, for assistance. 

37. The Corcyreans rejecting their request, they had recourse 
to Corinth ^ and giving themselves up to that state, were taken 
under its protection. This, however, the Corcyreans began to 
resent ^ and, having been remiss in affording assistance them- 
selves, resolved to punish such as should bfler any. A rupturt^ 
ensued between the Corinthians and Corcyreans ; some naval 
engagements ensued, in which the Corcyreans being worsted, 
had recourse, as has already Ibeen observed, to the Athenia* 1; 
for support, who sent some naval succours, which, however, 
proved of no efficacy in their defence. 

38. From this war arose another ; for Potidaea, a city belong- 
ing to Athens, declaring for Corinth, these two states, from being 
accessories, became principals ; and drew their forces into the 
field near Potidaea, where a battle ensued, in which the Atheni- 
ans had the victory. It was in this battle that Socrates saved tho 
life of Alcibiades, his pupil ; and after the battle was over, pro- 
ciured him the prize of valour, which he himself had more justl^N 
earned. 

39. The city of Potidsea was soon after besieged in conse- 
quence of this victory, and the Corinthians complained to the 
states of Greece against the Atlienians, as having infringed the 
articles of peace. The Lacedaemonians in particular admitted 
them to an audience ; where the deputies of Corinth endeavour- 
ed to rouse them into a sense of their danger from the ambitious 
designs of Athens ; and threatened, if left unprotected, to put 
themselves under the command of a power strong enough to 
grant them protection and safety. 

40. After hearing what the Athenians had to reply, the Spar- 
tans came to a close debate among themselves, wherein it was 
universally agreed that the Athenians,, were the aggressors ; and 
that they should be reduced to a just sense of their duty. Put, 
the dispute was, whether war should be immediately declared 
against them, or remonstrances made to bring them to reason, 

41. Archidamus, one of their kings, a man of prudence atui 
temper, was of opinion that they were not at this time a matclt 
for Athens ; and endeavoured to dissuade them from rushing into 
a thoughtless and improvident war. But Sthenelaides, one of tho 
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q^oriy urged the contrary, allegikig, that when once th^ had 
receiv€d ao injuiy, they ought not to deliberate ; but that revenge 
should follow insult. Accordingly a war was declared, and all 
the confederates were made acquainted with the resolution. 

42. War being thus resolved upon, in order to give a colodr 
of justice to their designs, the Lacedsemon^ians began by sending ^ 
ambassadors to Jithens : and while they made preparations for 
acting with vigour, still kept up a show of seeking redress by 
treaty. They required of the Athenians the expulsion of ^ome 
who had profaned the temple of Minerva, at Cylon, from their 
city : they dehianded that the siege of Potidsea should be raised, 
and that the Athenians should cease to infringe upon the liber- 
ties of Greece. 

43. Pericles now saw that as he had led the Athenians into a 
war, it was incumbent on him to^ inspire them with courage to 
prosecute it with success. He showed his countrymen that 
even triSes extorted from them With an air of command, were in 
themselves a sufficient ground for war; that they might promise 
themselves a considerable share of success from the division in 
the confederated councils of their opponents ; that they had 
shipping to invade their enemies^ coasts, and their city being 
well fortified, could not easily be taken by land. 

44. He concluded with telling them the absolute necessit3- 
there was fw wlli^»^d that the more cheerfnlly they undertook 
it, the easier -it wotiJM come to a happy conclusion. ^ That the 
greatest honours had generally recurred to their state from the 
greatest extremities ; that this might serve tci animate them in its 
defence, so as to transmit it with undiminished honour to posterity. 

45. The people, giddy, fond of change, and unterrified by 
distant dangers, readily came into his opinion ; and to give some 
colour to their proceeding, sent evasive answers to the Spartan 
denuind ; and concluded with asserting thak they desired to ad- 
just all differences by treaty, as being unwilling to begin a war ; 
but in case of danger, would defend themselves with desperate 
resolution. 

46. Thus, the people, from their love of change, entered 
hastily into the war, but Pericles was personally interested in hs 
declaration. He was deeply indebted to the state, and knew 
that a time of peace was the only opportunity in which he could 
be called upon to settle his accounts. 

47. It is said, that Alcibiades, his nephew, seeing him one 
day very pensive, and demanding the reason, was answered, that 
he was considering how to make up his accounts. " You had 
better," said he, ** consider how to avoid being accountable.^' 

48 Besides this* Pericles findinf' no happiness in domestic 
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society, gave himself up to the aUuremeuts of ijis mistress As* 
pasm, whose wit and vivacity had captivated all the poets and 
philosophers of the age; even Socrates himself not excepted. 
She was fQcltned to oppose the Spartan slate ; and he, in some 
measure^ is thought to acqnie^e in her advice. 

4p. War being thnar resolved 00 every side, the first dawn of 
snecess seemed to offer in favour of Athens ; the city of Plataaa, 
that had lately declared for them, was surprised by three hun- 
dfedlliebans, who were let in by a party of the town that joined 
in tne conspiracy. But a part of the citizens that had e^)oused 
the opposite interests, failing upon them in the night, killed a 
part, and took two hundred prisoners, who, a lUtle time after, * 
were put to death. 

50. The Atheniians^ as soon as the news was brought of this 
acUon, sent succours and provisions thither, and cleared the city 
of all persons who were incapable of bearing arins. From thij» 
time ail Greece appeared in modon, every part of it took a sid«> 
in the common quarrel, except a few states who coutinued neu- 
ter, till they should see the event of the war. 

51. I'he majority were for the Lacedaemonians, as being tJje 
deliverers of Greece; and espoused their interests with ardour. 
On thev side were ranged the Achaians, the inhabitants of Pel- 
lene excepted, the people of Megara, Locr'is, Boeotia, Phocis, 
Ambrada, Leucadia, and Anact<Hrium. On the side d Athen» 
were the people of Chios, Lesbos, Plataea, many of the islands^ 
and several tributary maritime states, including those of Thrace, 
Potidaea excepted. 

52v The Lacedaemonians immediately after their attempts 
upon Platae, assembled a body of men, making up with their 
confederates sixty thousand in number. Archidanius, who 
commanded the army, harangued theiA in' an animated speech : 
he told them that the eyes of all Greece were upon them ; that 
th^ were superior in numbers, and were to oppose an enemy not 
onlv inferior in number but oppressed with the consciousness of 
their own violence and injustice. 

53. He exhortedthem to march boldly into the country, whcro 
they were about to entm-, with tlwit courage for wbicli they kui 
be^ long iamous, and that caution which w^ requisite agaiiisi 
59 insidious an adversary. The whole army answered with ^n 
acclamation of joy : and tHus,that war which was'to be the des- 
truction of Greece, was commenced in a fi^nzy of transport by 
its shcMTt-^ig^ted inhabitants, who hurried on to mutual rain. 

54. Pericles, on the other hand, prepared his scanty body of 
Athenians to meet the threatened blow. He declared to the 
Athenians, that should Archidamus, when he was laying waste 
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the Atheniim territories, spare any part of those lands which he- 
longed to Pericles himself, he wooud only consider it as a trick 
to impose upon Athenian credulity. He therefore gave up all 
his property in those lands ; and resigned them back to the stat^, 
from ^ich his ancestors had originuly recdyed them. He re- 
monstrated to the people, that it was their interest to protract 
the war : and to let the enemy consume themselves by delay. Qe 
advised them to remove aU their effects from the country f and 
to shiit themselyes up in Athens, without ever Jiazarding a b^t]^. 

55. Their troops indeed were but very scanty comparll to 
those they were to oppose ^ they amounted but to thirteen thqu* 
sand heavy armed soldiers, sixteen thousand inhabitants, and 

* twelve hundred horse, with a body of archers about double that 
number. This was the whole army of the Athenians ; but their 
chief strength consisted in a fleet of three hundred galleys, which 
by continually infesting and plugdering the enemies' coast, raised 
contributions sufficient to defray the expenses of the war. 

56. Imprest with the exhortation of Pericles, the Athenians, 

, with a mixture of grief and resolution, forsook the culture of 
the fields, and carried all their possessions that could be convey- 
ed away with them into Athens. They had now enjoyed the 
sweets of peace for near fifty years, and their lauds wore an ap- 
pearance of wealth and industry ; but from the fate of war th^ 
were once more obliged to forsake culture for encampment, the 
sweets of rural life for the shocks of battle. 

57* In the mean time the Lacedaemonians entered the country 
at Oenoe, a frontier fortress ; and leaving it behind them, march- 
ed forward to Achame, an unwalled town, within seven miles 
of Athens. The Athenians, terrified at their afiproach, now be- 
gan to convert their fury against the enemy into reproaches 
against their former leader. They abused him for bringing 
them into a war in which he had not strength to oppose, nor 
enrage to protect ; they loudly desired, notwithstanding the in* 
feriority of their number, to be led to battle,. 

58. Pericles, however, chose the more moderate part. He 
shut up the city gates ; placed sufficient guards at all the posts 
around ; sent out parties of horse to keep the ^nemy employed, 
and, at the same time, ordered out one hundred galleys to infj^t 
the coast of Peloponnesus. 

59. These precautions at last succeeded. After- the Lace- 
daemonians had laidwiEiste the whole country round Athens; 
and insulted the defenders of the city by their numbers, and 
then- refproache^, finding the place impregnable, they abandoned 
the siege ; and the inhabitants once more issued from their walls 
in. jojr and security. 
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. 60. The Athenians, after this severe mortification, resolved 
to retaliate : being left at liberty to act oflensively, as well by 
land as sea, they invaded the enemy's territory with their whole 
force in turn ; and took Nisse, a strong haven^ whh walls reaeh^ 
ing unto the city of Nigara. 

61. Proud of the first dawn of success, and th^ first campaign 
behig elapsed, during the winter they expressed their triumph by 
miblic games at the funerals of those that were, skin in battle 
Th^ placed theur bodies in teats three days before the funeral , 
upoBthe fourth day coffins of cypress were sent from the tribe:^ 
to con v^ the bones of their relations; the procession marched 
with solemn pomp, attended by the inhabitants, and strangers who 
visited the city : the relations and children of the soldiers, v/hc 
were killed, stood weeping at the sepulchi^ : those who fell at the 
battle of Mar&thon, indeed, were buried on the field ; but the resi 
received on^ common interment in a place called Ceranlcus. 

62. Pericles, on that occasion, pronounced a funeral oratioi 
over them> which remains to this d^y a specimen of his greav 
eloquence. But the joy of the public was not confined to empty 
praises, ceremonies, and t^irs: a stipend was set apart foi 
maintaining the widows and orphans of those, who fell in tht 
servii!e of their country. And thus ended the first year of the 
Peloponnesian war. 

63. In the beginning of the ensuing summer, the Lacedaemo 
luans renewed their hostilities ; and invaded the territories o 
Athens with the same number of men as before. In this imn 
ner these capricious states went on to harass and depopti]at< 
each other; but a more terrible punishment now began to threat 
en them from Heaven. 

64. A plague broke out in the city of Athens, a mor^ terribU: 
than which is scarcely recorded in the annals of history. It Is 
related that it began in Ethiopia, whence it descended into 
Egypt, from thence travelled into Lybia and JPersia, and at last 
broke like a fiood upon Athens. This pestilence balBed . the 
utmost efforts of art; the most robust constitutions \\#i'e uoabio 
to withstand its attacks ; no skill could o|:>viate, nor no remedy 
dispel the terrible infection. 

65i The instant a person was seized, he was struck with de&« 
pair, which quite disabled him from attempting a cure. The hu-* 
manity of friends was fatal to themselves, as it was ineiiectual (o 
the unhappy sufferers. The prodigious quantity of baggage 
which had been removed out of the country into the city, increased 
the calamity. Most of the inhabitants, for want of lodging, lived 
in iittiie eottages, in which they could scarce breathe ; while, the 
burning heal of the summer increased the pestilential malignliv/ 
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66. Tliey were seen eonfiisedly huddled together, the dead 
as well as the dying; seme crawfioif tfaroygh the streets; some 
iying aloiig by the aides of fowaiBm, whither they had endear- 
oticed to. repair, to quench the raging thirst which consumed 
them. Their very temples were filled with dead bodies; and 
evety part of the city exhibited a dreadful image of death, with- 
out 4^ least, remedy for the present, or the least hopes with re* 
gard to ftiturity. 

6r- It seised all wi^ such niokhce, that they fell oneiipon 
smodier as they passed alcNDg the streets. It was also attended 
wiUi such ttncommon pestilent vapours, that the veay beasts 
and birds of prey, though famisiitng round the walls of the city, 
would not touch the bodi^ of those who died of it. Even in 
those who recovered, it left such a tincture of its malignity, that 
it struck upon their senses. It effaced the notices and memory 
of all the passi^s of their lives ; and they knew neither them- 
selves nor their nearest re)ati6ns. 

68. The dnmmstanees of this disease are described at large 
by Thucydides, who was sick of it himself: and he observes, 
among odber e£^s of it, that it introduced into the city a more 
Kc^ious way of living: for the people at first had recourses to 
their gods to avert tlutt judgment ; but finding they were all 
alike infected, whedier they worshipped them or not, and that it 
was gien^rally OMHrtal, they abandoned themselves at once to d^s- 
psihr and riot ; for since they held their lives but as it were by the 
day,th^ were resolved tomsdte the most of their time and money. 

69. The cause of it was generally Imputed to Pericles, who, 
by drawing such nnmbers into the city, was thought to have cor- 
rupted the very iedr. Yet, though this was raging within, and 
the enmny wasting the country without, he was still in the same 
mind as before— that they ouglit not to put all thehr hopes^ upon 
the issue of a battle. In the mean time, the enemy advancing 
towards the coast, laid waste the whole country ; and returned, 
after having insuUed the wretched Athenians, already thinned 
bypestii^ 'ceand famine. 

fO. Fickleness and inconstancy were the prevailing charac- 
ters dT the Athenians : and these carried them on a sudden to 
their greatest excesses, they soon brought them back within the 
bounds of moderation and respect. Pericles had been long a 
fttvoimte; the calamities of the state at last began to render him 
<^bno«ous; they had deposed him from the command of the 
ara^, but now repented their rashness, and reinstated hun a 
short time after Vfilk more than former authority. 

71- By dint of suffering they began to bear patiently their 
d<miC8tic mtsforlHAesi smd imprest with a love lor thehr country^ 
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adfiedpardott for their focmer ingratittRle. But he did ndtlive long 
to ^joy his honours. He was seized with the plague, which like 
a jAftli^nat enemy, struck its severest blow at parting. Bdng 
exU«Biely ill andnodjr to breathe his bst, the prineipd citizenSf 
aikl sueh of his friends that had- not forsaken him, discoursing in 
lii»'bed<«haniber concerning the loss they were abont to sustain, 
ran over his .exploits, and eomfH^ed.the number of his victories. 

72. They did not imagine that Pericles attended to what 
tiie^said, as he seemed insensible; but it was far otherwise, for 
not a single word of their discourse had escaped him. At last 
cried he, '* Why will you extol a series of actions, in which for- 
tune had the greatest part ? There is one circumstance which I 
would not have forgotten, yet which you have passed over ; f 
could wish to have it remembered as the most glorious circum- 
stance of w^ lifer-^that I never yet caused a single citizen to 
put on mourning.'^ 

73. Thus died Pericles, in whom were miited a number of 
excellent qualities without impairing each otlier. As well skill- 
ed in naval affairs as in the conduct of armies ; as well s/killed 
in the arts of raising money as of employing it ; eloquent in 
public, and pleasfng in private : he was ^a patron of anists, at 
once informing them by his taste and example. 

74. The most memorable transaction of the following year 
was the siege of Platsea by the Lacedaemonians. This was one 
of the most famous sieges in antiquity, on account of the vigor- 
ous efforts of both parties ; but especially for the glorious resist- 
ance made by the besieged ; and their stratagems to escape the 
fury of the assailants. 

75. The Lacedaemonians besieged this place in the beginning 
of the third campaign. As soon as they had fixed their camp 
rotmd the city^ in order t» lay waste the places adjacent, the 
Pktaeans sent deputies to the Lacedaemonian general declaring 
the injustice of injuring them, who had received their liberties 
on a former occasion from the Lacedsemonians themselves.. 
The Lacedaemonians replied, that there was but one method to 
insure thiir safety, ^hich was to* renew that alliance by which 
they gained their freedom ; to disclaim their Athenian support- 
ers, and to unite with the Lacedaemonians, who had power and 
will to protect them. 

76* The depi^es replied, they could not possibly come to 
any agreement, wiUiout first sending to Athens, whither their 
vrivesand children were retired. The Lacedaemonians permitted' 
them to send thither, but the Athenians solemnly promising to 
:8iiecoor them to the utmost of their power, the Plataeans resolved 
to suffer the last extremities rather than surr^der ; and prepared 
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for a vigorous d^fenee, vnth a steady resoluikm to succeed or 
fell. , ^ 

77* Archidamus, the Lacedaemonian general^after calling up- 
on the gods to witness that he did not first infringe the alliance^ 
prepared for the siege with equal perseverance. He suifouiid- 
ed the city with a circunivallation of trees^ which were laid very 
close together, &e branches turned towards the city. He then 
raised batteries upon them, and formed a terrace- sufficient to 
support hb warlike machines. His army worked day and iught 
without intermission, for seventy days; one half of the sol- 
diers reposing themselves while the others were at work. 

78. The l^ieged, observing the works begin to rise around 
them, threw up a wooden \vali upon the walls of the city, oppo- 
site the platform, in order that they might always out-top the 
besiegersi This wall was covered on the outside \riHi hides both 
raw and dry, in order to shelter it from tKe besiegers' fires. 
Thus both walls seemed to vie with each other for superiority, 
till at last the besieged, without amusing themselves at this work 
any longer, built another within in the form of a half-moon, behind 
which they might retire in case their outer works were forced. 

79. In the mean time, the besiegers having mounted their en- 
gines of war, shook the city wall in a very terrible manner ; 
which, though it alarmed the citizens, did not, however, dis- 
courage them ; they employed every art that fortification could 
suggest against the enemy's batteries. They catched with ropes 
the heads of the battering rams that were urged against them^ 
and deadened their force with levers. 

80. The besiegers, finding their attacks did not go on success- 
fully, and that a new wall was raised against their platform, des- 
paired of being able to storm the place ; and, therefore, changed 
the siege Into a blockade, after haviog vaiidy a^empted to set 
fire to the city, which was suddenly quenched by a shower. 

81. The city was now surrounded by a brick wall, suddenly 
erected, strengthened on each side by a deep ditch. The whole 
army was engaged successively upon this wall, and when k was 
finished, they left a guard over half of it ; the Bdeotians offering 
(o guard the other half whilst the rest of tife army returned to 
Sparta. 

82. In this manner the wretched Platasans were cooped up by 
a strong wall without any hopes of redress, and only awaited the 
mercy of tlie conqueror. There were now in Plataea but fou? 
hundred inhabitants, and four score Atlienians, with a i^undi^d 
and ten women to dress their victuals, and no other person, 
whether freeman <» slave; all the rest having been se^t ft> 
Athens before the siege. 
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83. At last fhB kihttbitants of Plataea having lost all hopes oi 
saccou% and being in the utmost want of provisions^ fonued ^ 
resolution to cut their way through the enemy* But half of them> 
struck with the greatness of the danger^ and boldness of the en« 
tetpiise^ ealireiy lost courage when they came to the execution} 
but the rest, who were about two hundred and twenty soldiers, 
persisted in their resolution, and escaped in the following manner : 

84. The besieged first took the heights of the wall, by count- 
ing |he rows of bricks which composed it ^ and this they did at 
diSerent times, and employed several men for that purpose, in 
order that they might not mistake in the calculation, lliis was 
the easier, because as the wall stood at a small distance, every 
part of it was very visible. They then made ladders of a 
proper length. 

E5. All things being now ready fdr executing the design, the 
besieged left the city, one night when tiiere was no moon, in the 
midst of a storm of wind and rain. After crossing the first 
ditch, tliey drew near the wall undiscovered through the dark- 
ness of night, not to mention that the noise made by the raiu 
and wind prevented their being heard. 

86. Tley marched at some distance from one another, to pre- 
vent the clashing of tlieir arms, which were light, in order that 
those who carried them might be the more active ; and one of 
their legs was naked to keep them from sliding so easily in the 
mire. Those who carried the ladders Isdd them in the space 
bISetween the towers, where they knew no guard was posted, be- 
cause it rained. That insitant twelve men mounted the ladder, 
armed with only a coat of mail and a dasger^ and marched di- 
rectly to the towers, six on each side. They were followed by 
soldiers, armed only witli javelins that^hey might mount the 
easier ; and their shields were carried after them to be used in 
the chai^. 

87. When most of these were got to the top of tlie wall they 
were discovered by the falling of a tile, which one of their com- 
rades, in taking hold of the parapet, had thrown down. The 
alarm was immediately given from the towers, and the whole 
army approached the wall, without discovering the occasion of 
the outcry, from the gloom of the night and the violence of the 
st<»ui. Besides which, those who had staid behind in the city, 
beat an alarm at the same time in another quarter, ^o make a di- 
version : so tllat the enemy did not know which way to turn 
themselves, and were afraid to quit their posts. 

88. But a corps, the reserve of three hundred men, who were 
kept for any uuiforeseen accident that might happen, quitted the 
contravaUation, and ran to that part where they hewd the noise ; 
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and torches were held up towards Thebes, to show that they 
must run that way. But those in the eity, to render the stgtial of 
no use, made others at the same tune in difierent quarters, hav- 
ing prepared them on the walls fo^ that ptirpose* 

89. In the mean time, those who had mounted ftfsft, b^ing 
possessed themselves of the two towers which flanked the intet- 
val where the ladders were set, and having Icilled those who 
guarded them, posted themselves there to defend the passage and 
keep off the besiegers. Then setting ladders on the top of the 
wall, betwixt the two towers, they caused a good number of their 
comrades to mount, in order to keep off, by a discharge of their 
arrows, as well those who were advancing to the foot of the wall, 
as the odiers who were hastenmg to the neighbouring towers. 

90. Whilst this was doiijg they had time to set up several 
ladders ; and to throw down the parapet, that the rest might 
come up with greater ease. As fast as they came up thev went 
down on the other side ; and drew up near the fosse, on the out- 
side, to shoot at those who appeared. After they were passed 
over, the men who were in the towers came down at last, and 
made to the fosse to follow after the rest.'' That iiijrtant tiie 
guard, with three hundred torches, came up. 

91. However, as the Plataeans saw their enemies by this light 
better than they were seen by them, they therefore took a surer 
sum, by which means the last crossed the ditch without being at-- 
tacked in their passage. However, this was not done without 
much difficulty, because the ditch was frozen over, and the ice 
Would not bear on account of tliaw and heavy rains. The vio- 
lence of the storm was of great advantage to tliem. After all 
were passed, they took the road towards Thebes, the beltef* to 
concesd their redreat, because it. was not likely they had fled to- 
wards a^city of the Biemy. 

92. Immediately they perceived the besiegers, with torclie? 
in their hands, pursuing them in the road that led to Athens. 
After keeping that of Thebes about six ot seven stadia, they 
turned short towards the mountain, and resumed the route to 
Athens, whither two hundred and twelve arrived out of two 
hundred and twenty, who had quitted the place : the rest having 
returned back to it through fear, one archer excepted, who' was' 
taken on the side of the fosse of contravallation. 

9S. The besiegers, after having pursued them tp no purpds'f, 
returned to iheh camp. In the mean time, the Plata^ans, who re- 
mained in the city, supposing that all their companions had been 
killed, (because 5iose who were returned, to justify thenfteMs, 
affirmed thev were) sent a herald to demand their dead bodies; 
but bein^ told the true state of the af&iri he withdrew. 
I 
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94. Atfiieeiidofthefolk>wmgcampaigii,thePiate«B0belB|r 
HI absolute want of proviuons, and unalHe to make the kut dte- 
fence, surrendered upon condhioo that they should not be puo- 
ished, till they had t^n tried and adjudged in form of justice. 
Five commissioners ^:ame for this purpose froln Lacedisemon, 
and these^ without charging them with any crime^ barely askeil 
them whether they had done any service to the Lacedaemonians 
and the allies in this war ? 

9o, The Plataeans were much surprised as well as puzzled fit 
this question ; and were sensible that it had been suggested by 
the Thebans, their professed enemies, who had vowed their de- 
struction. They, therefore, put the Lacedaemonians in mind ct 
the services they had done to Greece in general, both at the bat* 
tie of Arlemisium and that of Plataea, and particularly in Lace- 
daemonia at the time of the earthquake, which was followed by 
the revolt of their slaves. 

96. The only reason they declared for their having joined the 
Athenians afterwards, was to defend themselves from the hos- 
tilities of the Thebans, against whom they had implored the as«- 
sistance of the Lacedaemonians to no purpose. That if that was 
imputed to them as a crime, which was only their misfortune, it 
ought not, however, entirely to obliterate the remembrance of tfaueir 
former seryices. ^^ Cast your eyes," said they , <^ on themonuments 
of your ancestors which you see here, to whom we annually pay 
all the honours which can be rendered to the manes of the dead* 

97. ^^ You thought fit to entrust their bodies with us, as we were 
eye-witnesses of 3ieir bravery. And yet you will now give up 
their ashes to their murderers, in abandoning us to the Thebans 
who fought against them at the battle of Plataea ? will you en- 
slavfe a province where Greece recovered its liberty*? will you 
destroy the temples of those gods to whom you owed the victory r 
will you abolish the memory of their founders who contributed so 
greatly to your safety ? on this occasion we may venture to say, 
our interest is inseparable from your glory 5 and you cannot de^ 
liver up your an ient friends and benefactors to the unjust ha<* 
tred of the Thebans, without eternal infamy to yourselves." 

95. One would conclude that these just remonstrances should 
have made some irppression on the Lacedaemonians ; but thev 
were biassed more by the answer the Thebans made, and which 
was expressed in the most haughty and bitter terms against the 
Platseans : and besides, they had brought their instructions from 
Lacedsemon. 

99. They stood, therefore, to their first question— wheriier the 
Plataeans had done them any service since the war ? and making 
tbem pass one after another, as they, severally answered " No," 
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Wdk was immetMalely butchered, aad not one escaped. A^out 
tvro hundred were killed in this manner; Had twenty-five Athe- 
niaosy who were among them, met with the same unhappy fate. 
Their wives who had been taken prisoners were made slaves. 

100. The Thebans afterwards peopled the city with exiles 
from Megara and Platsea, but the year after they demolished it 
entirely. It was in this manner the Lacedaemonians, in the 
hopes of reapii^ great advantages from the Thebans, sacriliceil 
the I^ataeans to their animosity, ninety-three years after their 
first alliance with the Athenians. 

101. I pass over several particular incidents of the succeed- 
ng campaign, in which the Grecian states mutually destroyed 

each other, without promoting general happiness, or establishing 
any cmnmon form of government. The fluctuations of success 
were various. The Athenians took the city of Fylus from the 
Lacedaemonians ; and they, on the other hand, made annual in- 
cursions into Attica. More than one overture for a peace was 
made^ but Gleon, who had a great ascendant among the Athe-^ 
nians, prevented their taking effect. 

102. The war was, therefore, renewed with all its former 
animosities. The Maxtd of Pylus became tlie scene of mutual 
contention. Demosthenes, who afterwards became the cele- 
brated orator, being joined in commission with Clepn, landed 
on the island, in order to dispossess the Lacedaemonians, who 
still remained there. They attacked the enemy with great 
vigour, drove them from post to post, and gaining ground per- 
petually, at last forced tliem to the extremity of the island. 

103. The Lacedaemonians had stormed a fort that was thought 
inaccessible ; there they drew up in battle array, faced about to 
that side otily where they could be attacked, and defended them- 
selves like so many lions. As the engagem^t had held the great- 
est part of the day, and the soldiers were oppressed with heat and 
weariness, and parched witli thirsty the general of the Messenians 
directing himself to Cleon and Demosthenes, said, that all their 
efibrts would be to no purpose, unless th^ charged their 
enemy's rear; and promised, if they woold give iiim some 
troths, armed with missive weapons, that he would endeavour 
to find a passage. 

104. Accordingly, he and his followers climbed up certain 
steep and craggy places, which were not guarded, when comuio 
down unp^ceived into the fort, he appeared on a sudden at the 
backs of the Lacedaemonians, which entirely damped their cour- 
age ; and afterwards completed their overthrow. They non 
macbe but a very feeWe resistance ; and being oppressed with 
numbers attacked on all sides*, and dejected through fatigue and 
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despair, they began to g^ve way, but the Atheniaos seized onaU 
the passes to cot off their retreat. 

105. Cleon and Demosthenc^s finding, that should the battle 
continue, not a man of them would escape ^ and being desirous of 
carrying them alive to Athens, they commanded their soldiers to 
desist; and*caused a proclamation to be made by a herald fur 
them to lay down their arms, and surrender at discretion. 

106. At these words the greatest part lowered tljeir shields, 
and clapped their hands in token of approbation. A kind of 
suspension of arms was agreed upon, and their commander de- 
sired Jeave might be granted him to despatch a messenger to 
the camp, to know the resolution of the i^erala. This was not 
allowed,.but they called heralds from the coast, and after several 
messages, a Lacedaemonian advanced forward, and cried aloud, 
that they were permitted to treat with the enemy, provided they 
did not submit to dishonourable terms. 

.107. Upon this they held a conference, after which they sur- 
rendered at discretion 5 and were kept till the next day. The 
Athenians then raising a trophy, and restoring the Lacedsemo- 
nians their dead, embarked for their owji country, after distribu- 
ting the prisoners among the several ships, and committing the 
guard of them to the captaini^ of the galleys* 

108. In this battle one hundred and twenty-eight Lacedae* 
raonians fell out of four hundred and twenty, whioh was their 
number at first, so that there survived not quite three hundred, 
a hundred and twenty of whom were inhabitants of the city of 
Sparta. The siege of the island (to compute from the beginning 
of it, including the time employed in the truce) had lasted three- 
score and twelve days. . 

109 They all now left PyluSj and Cleon^s promise, though so 
vain and rash, was found literally true. But the most surprising 
circumstance was, the capitulation that had^been made; for, it 
was believed, that the Lacedemonians, so far from surrendering 
their arms, would die sword in haqd. Being come to Athens, they 
were ordered to remain prisoners till a peace should be conclud- 
ed, provided the Lacedaemonians did not make any incursions 
into tlieir country, for that then tliey should all be put to death. 

110. They left the garrison in Pylus. The Messenians of 
Naupactus, who had formerly possessed it, sent thither the 
flower of their youth, who very much infested the Lacedaemoni- 
a'ns by their incursions ; and, as these Messenians spoke the lan- 
guage of the country, they prevailed with a great number of 
slaves to join them. 

111. The Lacedaemonians, dreading a greater evil, sent sev- 
eral deputations to Athens, but to no purpose ; the Athenians 
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too much elated with their prosperity; and especially 
their^late success^ to listen to any terms. For two or three years 
successively, hostilities were carried on with alternate success : 
and nothing but the humbling of the one or the other of the two 
rival states could decide the quarrel. The Atlienians made 
themselves masters of the island of Cythera 5 but on the other 
hand were defeated by the Lacedaemonians at Dellion. 

1 12. At length the two nations began to grow weary of a war, 
which pat them to great expense, and did not procure them any 
real advantage. A truce for a year was therefore concluded be- 
twem them, which being expired, served to pave the way for a 
more lasting reconciliation. The death of the two generals that 
commanded the contending armies, served not a little to hasten 
this event. 

113. Brassidas, the Lacedaemonian, was killed as he was con* 
dnctingasally, when besieged in Amphip<^is; and Cleon,the Athe- 
nian, despising an enemy to which he knew himself superior, was 
set upon unawares, and flying for safety, was killed by a soldier 
who happened to meet him. Thus, these two men, who had long 
opposed the tranquillity of Greece, and raised theu' reputations, 
but in a very different way, fell a sacrifice to their own ambition. 

114. They were, however, men of very opposite characters. 
Brassidas had courage and conduct, moderation and integrity ; 
and, it was he alone who at this time kept up the sinking reputa- 
tion of his country. He was the only Spartan since Pausamas, 
who appeared with any established character among the confede- 
rates, to whom he behaved so well, that they were again brought 
under the dependance of Sparta 5 and several cities -came in to 
Wm as their common deliverer from the tyranny of Athens. 

115. The inhabitants of Amphipolis, besides their joining 
with the other allies in solemnizing his funeral in a public man- 
ner, instituted anniversary games and sacrifices to his memory- 
as a hero ; and so far considered him as their founder, tliat the^- 
destroyed all the montmients which had been preserved as marks 
of their being an Athenian colony. 

116. His opposition to the peace was not so much the effects 
* <tf his obstinacy, as of a true Spartan zeal for the honour of his 

country, which he was sensible had been treated by the Allien i- 
ans with too much insolence and contempt. He had now a fair 
prospect of bringing them to reason, as he was gaining grouud 
upon them, and every day making fresh conquests, and, however 
he might be transported with the glory of performing great ac- 
tions, yet the msun end of his ambition seems to have been, flie 
bringing the war to a happy conclusion. 
117. I must here not omit the wnerous answer his mother 
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made to the persons who brought her the news of his < 
Upon her asking them whedier he died honourably, they i 
rally fell into encomiums' on his greiit exploits, and his personal 
bravery, and prden'ed him to all the ^baerals of his tliiKe^ 
^' Yes/' said dbe, ^ my son was a valiant man, but Sparta has 
still many citizens braver than he," 

118. Cleon was another sort of man. He was r^sb^ aiTO* 
gant, obstinate, contentious, envious, and malicious, covetous 
and corrupt ; and yet, with all these bad qualities, he had some 
little arts of popularity which rsused and supported him. He 
made it his business to cs^ess the old men ^ and as much as he 
loved money, he often relieved the poor. He had a ready wic^ 
with a way of drollery that took with many, though with-tbe 
generality it passed for impudence and buffoonery. 

119. fie had one very refined way of recommending himself, 
-which was, upon his coming into power, to discard all his oki 
friends, for fear it should be thoi%bt he would be biassed by them. 
At the same time he picked up a vile set of sycophants in thm 
room, and made a servile court to the lowest dregs of the peo- 
ple ; and y^t even they had so bad an opinicm of him, that thej 
'often declared against him for Nicias, his profei^sed enemy ; 
who, though he took part with the nobilky, still preserved an 
interest in the commons, and was more generally respected. 

120. That which Cleon chiefly depended on was his eloquence: 
but it was a boisterous kind, verbose and petulant, and consisted 
more in the vehemence of his style and utterance, and the^distortion 
offals action and gesture, than in the strength of his reasoning. 

121. By this Au-ious manner of haranguing, he introdu^^ 
among the orators and statesmen a licentiousness and indecency 
which were not known bef<»re ; md which gave rise to the many 
riotous and*disorderly (uroceedings which were afterwards in the 
assemblies, when almost every thing was carried by noise and 
tumult. In the military part of his service he was as tmaccounta- 
ble as in the rest of his conduct He was not naturally formed 
for war, and only made use of it as a cloak for his ill practices, 
and because he could not carry on his <Mfaer views without it. 

122. His taking Sphacteria was certainly a great action, but 
it was a rash and desperate one ; and it has been shown how he 
was undesignedly di*awn into it by a boast of bis own. How- 
ever, he was so elated with the success of that expedition, that 
he fancied himself a genml : and the people were brou^t to 
have the same opinion. 

123. But the event soon undeceived them j and conirinced 
them that he knew better how to lead in i^e assembly than in 
the field. In reality^ he was not a tnan to be trusfted in either. 
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fbr in tke one he was more oi a blusteier than of a soldier ; and 
in Ae other he had more of aii incetidiary than of a patriot. 

124. The Lacedsemonians were no less inclined to peace than 
the Athenians ; and* were glad to treat at this time, while they 
could do it with honour ; besides, they had nothing more at 
heart than the imprisonment of tlwir men taken at Pylas, the^r 
being the chief of their city ; and, among other considerations, 
it was not ^e least, that the truce which they had made with 
Argos for thirty years, was just upon'exphring. 

125. This was a strong and flourishing city, and though it 
was not of itself a match for Sparta, yet they knew it was far 
from being contemptible, and that it held too good a correspon- 
dence wiSi its neighbours not to make itself capable of giving 
them a great deal of uneasiness. 

126. The matter having been canvassed and debated most of 
the winter, the Laceds&monians, to bring the treaty to a conclu- 
sion, gave out that they resolved, as soon as the season would 
permit, to fc»rtify in Attica. Upon which the Athenians grew 
more moderate in thek demands ; and a peace was concluded 
in the tenth year of the war^ between the two states and their 
confederates, for fifty years. The chief articles being, that the 
garrisons should be evacuated, and the town and prisoners re- 
stored on both sides. 

12f. This was called the Nician Peace, because Nicias, who 
was just the reverse of his rival Ckon, was the chief instrumaat 
in it. Besides the tender concern he always expressed for his 
country, he had more particular ends in it, in securing his reputa- 
tion. F<Nr he had been upon many expeditions, and had general- 
ly succeeded in them ; but yet he was sensible how much he 
owed to hts good fortune, and hb cautious management; and he 
did not care to risk what he had already got for the hopes of more. 



CHAPTER X. 

From the Peace of Nician to the end of the Pehponnesian War. 

1. EvSRT thii\g now promised a restoration of former tran- 
quillity. The Boeotians and Corinthians were the first that showed 
signs of discontent, and used thdr utmost endeavours to excite 
fresh troubles. To obviate any dangers arising from that quarter, 
the Athenians and Lacedaemonians united in a league offensive 
and defensive, which seized to render them more formidable to 
their neighboarmg stales, and more assured with r^ard to each 
other. Yet still the former animosities and jealousies fermented 
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at bottom; and widle Mendahip seemed to gloss over exteraii 
appearances^ fresh discontents were gathering below. 

2. The character indeed of Nicias was peaceable, and lie did 
all in his power to persuade the Athenians to cultiiwte their g^ 
neral tranquillity. But a new [uromoter of troubles was now be- 
ginning to make his appearance ; and from him those who 
wished for peace had every thing to fear. This was no other 
than the celebrated Alcibiades, the disciple of Socriates, a youth 
equally remarkable for the beauty oiL his person and the great- 
ness of his mental accomplishments. 

3. The strict intimacy between Alcibiades and Socrates is 
one of the most remarkable circumstances of his life. This phi- 
losopher observing excellent natural qualities in him, which were 
greatly heightened by the beauty of his person, bestowed incredi- 
ble pains in cultivating so valuable a plant, lest, being neglected, 
It should wither as it grew, and absolutely degenerate ^ and, in- 
deed, Alcibiades was exposed to numberless dangers ; the great- 
ness of his extraction, his vast riches, the authority of his £aunily, 
tha credit of his guardians, his personal talents, his exquisite 
beauty, and, still more than these, the flattery and complaisance 
of all who approached him. 

4. ^^ One would have concluded," says Plutarch, '^ that fortune 
jiad surrounded and invested him with all these pretended ad- 
vantages, as with so many ramparts and bulwarks, to render 
htm inaccessible and invulnerable to all darts of philosophy, 
those salutary darts which strike to the very heart, and leave in 
it the strongest incitements to virtue and solid glory." 

5. But those very obstacles redoubled the zeal of Socrates. 
Notwithstanding the strong endeavours that were used to divert 
this young Athenian from a correspondence which alone was 
capidble of securing him from so many snares, he devoted him- 
self entirely to it ; he had the most dhbounded wit ; he vwas 
fully sensible of Socrates' extraordinary merit, and could not re- 
sist the charms of his sweetly insinuating eloquence, which at 
that time had a greater ascendant over him thantheallurements 
of pleasure. 

6. He was so jealous a disciple of that grea^ master, that he 
followed him wherever he went ; took the utmost delight in his 
conversation ; was extremely well pleased with his principles $ 
recdved* his instructions, and even his reprimands, with wonder- 
ful docitity; and was so moved with his discourses, as even to 
shed tears and abhor himsdf : so weighty was the force of truth 
in the mouth of Socrates, and in so odious a light did he expose, 
ihe vices to which Alcibiades abandoned hims^f. 

7. Alcibiades, in those moments when he listened to Socrates^ 
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iUhml $0 much from hinfeU; tfaftt lie apfpettRed quite aaoliier 
man. However, his headstrong, fieiy teinper, and his nalucal 
JondBess for pleasure, which was heightenad and inflamed by the 
discoiirses and advice of young people,«xm phmged him into his 
fonncr irregularities ; and tore him as it were from bis master, 
wko was obliged to purnie hkn as a slave who had escaped 
corvectioo. 

S. .This vicissitude of flights and returns, of virtuous rtsolu- 
tM»s and relapses into vice, continued a long time ; but still So-* 
crates was not disgusted by his levity ; and always flattered him- 
self with the hopes of bringing him back to his duty : and hence, 
certainly arose the strong mixture of good and evil that always 
speared in his conduct : the instructiaBS which liis master had 
l^iven him sometimes prevailing; and, at other times, the Are of 
ids passions hurrying him, in a manner against his own will, 
into things of a quHe opposite nature. 

9. Among the various paauiHis tiiat were discovered in him, 
the strangest and most prevailing was a haughty turn of mind, 
which would force all thin^ to s^nut to^it; and could not b^ar 
a superior, or even an equal. Although his birth and uncommon 
talents smoothed the way to his attaimng the highest employ- 
ments in the republic, Xhejre was nothing, bowever, to which he 
was so fond of owing the credk and authority he wanted to gain 
over the people, as to the force of his eloquence,' and the persua- 
sive grace of his orations. To this, his intimacy with Socrates 
might be of great service. 

10. AlcilMades, with such a cast of mind as we have here 
described, was not born fm* repose ; and had set every engine at 
work to trsverse the treaty lately concluded, between the two 
states ; but not succeeding in his attempt, he endeaivottred to 
prevent its taking eifect. He was disgusted at die Lacedaemo- 
mans, because they direlted tiiemselves only to Mcias, of whom 
they had a very high opinion ; and, on the contrary, seemed to 
take no manner of noticeof him, though his ancestors had en* 
joyed the rights of hospitality among them. 

11. The first thing he did to infringe the peace was, having 
been informed that the people of Argos only wanted an opportu- 
nity to break with the Spmrtans, wlK)m they equally hated and 
feared : he flattered them secretly with the hopes that the Athe* 
mans would succour them, by suggestmg to them that they were 
ready to break a peace which was no way advantageous to them* 

12. Accordingly, he laid hold of this juncture ; and in»provtfd 
the pretext the Lacediemoniaas had given to exasperate the peo- 
ple, both against them and Nicias ; which hadiso good an effect, 
mat, ev^y dung seemed disposed for a treaty with Ai^os: of 
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which the Lacedemomaiis bdng'vecy apprehensive, immsdi- 
ately despatched their amfoassadors to Athens, who at first said, 
what seemed very satisfactory, that they came with full power 
to concert all matters ki difference upon equal terms. Tfie 
council received their propositions, and the people were to a»- 
semble the next day to give them audience. 

1 3. Alcibiades, in the mean ,while, fearing lest this negotiation 
should ruin his designs, had a secret conference with the ambas- 
sadors ; and persuaded them, under a colour of friendship, not to 
let the people know at first what full powers their commission 
gave them ; but to intimate that they came only to treat and^ake 
proposals : for that- otherwise they would grow insolent in their 
demands ; and extort from them such unreasonable terms as the^ 
could not with honoiur consent to. 

14. They ware so well satisfied with the prudence and sincer 
ity of this advice, that he drew them from Niciastorely entirely 
upon himself; and the next day when the people were assem- 
bled, and the ambassadors introduced, Alcibiades, with a very 
obliging air, demanded of them with what powers they were 
come ? Th^ made answer that they were tpt come as pleni- 
potentiaries. Upon which he instantly changed his voice and 
countenance, and exclaiming against them as notorious liars, 
bid the people take care how they transacted any thing with men 
on whom they could have so little dependance. The people 
dismissed the ambassadors in a rage; and J^^icias, knowing 
nothing of the deceit, was confounded and in disgrace. ^ 

15. To redeenuhis credit, he prc^KKsed being sent once more 
to Sparta : but not being able to gain such terms there as the 
Athenians demanded, they immediately upon his return struck 
up a league with the Argives for a hundred yi^rs, iockiding 
the Eleans and Maatineans ; which yet did not in terms cancel 
that with-the Lacedaemonians ; though it is plain, that the whole 
intent of it was levelled against them. 

16. Upon this new alliance, Alcibiades was declared gefieral ; 
and though his best friends could not commeiid the method by 
which he»bronght about his designs, yet it was looked upon as a 
great reach in politics, thus to divide and shadie almost aU Pe- 
lopoimesus ; and to remove the war so far from the Athenian 
frontier, that even success would psofit the enemy but iittlie 
should they be conquerors : w^reas, if they were deviated, 
Sparta itself would be hardly safe. 

• 17. The defection of the confederates began to awakai tke 

jealousy of Sparta : they resolved^ therefore, to remes^y the -evil 

before it spread joo for ; wherefore, drawiog out theur wliole 

iorce^ both of citizens and slaves, and being joined!^ their «lUes, 

F 
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they encamped almost mid^r the walls of Argos. The Aigives 
having mytice of their march made all possible preparations, and 
came out with a full resolution to fight them. 

18. But just as they were going to engage, two of theur officers 
went over to Agis, the Spartan king and general, and proposed 
to him to have Uie business made up by a reference. . He imme- 
diately closin&;,with the offer, in order to it, granted them a truce 
for four monus, and drew off his army ; the whole affair being 
transacted by these three^ without any general consent or knowl- 
edge on either side. 

19* The Peloponnesians, though they durst not disobey theit 
orders, inveighed grievously against Agis for letting such an ad- 
vantage slip as they could never promise to themselves again ; 
for they had actually hemmed in the enemy, and that witib the 
best if not the greatest army that ever was brought into the field. 
And the Argives were so Httle apprehensive of danger on their 
side, that they were no less incensed against their mediators, one 
of whom they forced to the altars to save his life, and confiscated 
his goods. 

20. Thus every thing seemed to favour the Athenian interest ; 
and their prosperity, for this was the most flourishing period of 
their duration, blinded them to such a degree, that they were per- 
suaded no power was able to resist them. In this disposition they 
resolved to take the first opportunity of adding the island of Sici- 
ly to their empire j and soon an occasion offered to their wish. 

21. Ambassadors were sent from the people of Egesta, who, 
in quality of their allies, came to implore tneir aid against the 
inhabitants of Selinuta, who were assisted by the S3nracusans. 
It was the sixteenth year of the Pejoponnesian war. They re- 
presented, among other things, that should they be abandoned, 
the Syracusans, after seizing their city, as they had done that of 
Leontium, would possess themselves of uli Sicily, and not fail to 
aid the Peloponnesians, who were their founders : and, thai they 
might put them to as little chai^ as possible, they offered to pay 
the troops that should be sent to succour them. 

22. The Athenians, who had long waited for an opportunity 
to declare themselves, sent deputies to Egesta, to inquire into 
the state of affairs ; and to see whether tiiere was money enough 
in the treasury to defray the expenses of so great a war. The 
inhabitants of that city had been so artful as to borrow from the 
neighbouring nations a great number of gold and silver vases, 
worth an immense sum of money ; and of these they made a 
show when the Athenians arrived. 

23. The deputies returned with those of l^gesta, who carried 
three-«core talents in ingots^ as a month's pay for the galleys, 
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which they demanded ^ and a promile of larger sum$, which they 
said were ready both in the public treasuiy and in the temples. 
^4. The people, struck with these fair appearances, the truth 
of which they did not give themselves the leisure to examine ; 
and, seduced by the advantageous reports which their deputies 
made with the view of pleasing them, immediately granted the 
Egestans their demand ; and appointed Alcibiades, Nicias, and 
Lamachus to command the fleet, with full power not only to suc- 
cour Egesta, and restore the inhabitants of Leontium to their 
city, but also to regulate the affairs of Sicily, in such a manner 
as mi^t best suit tne interests of the republic. 

25. Nicias was appointed one of the generals, to his very great 
regret ; for, besides other motives which made him dread the 
command, he shunned it because Alcibiades was to be his col- 
league. But the Athenians promised themselves greater success 
from this war, should they not resign the whole conduct of it to 
Alcibiades, but temper his ardour and audacity with the cold- 
ness and wisdom of Nicias. 

26. Nicias not daring to oppose Alcibiades openly, endeav- 
oured to do it indirectly, by starting a great number of diilicul- 
tiesy drawn particularly from the great expense of this expedi- 
tion. He declared that since they were resolved upon war, 
they ought to carry it on in such a manner as might suit the ex- 
alted reputation to which Athens had attained. 

27* That a fleet was not sufficient to oppose so formidable a 
power as that of the Syracusans and their allies ; that they must 
raise an army composed of good horse and foot, if they desired 
to act in a manner worthy of so noble a design ; tliat besides 
their fleet wjiich was to make them masters at sea, they must 
have a great number of transports to carry provisions perpetually 
to the army^ which otherwise could not possibly subsist in an 
enemy's country, that they must carry vast sums of money with 
them, without waiting for that promised them by the citizens of 
Egesta, who perhaps wane ready in words only, and very proba- 
bly might break tneir promise ; that they ought to weigh and 
examine the disparity there was between themselves and their 
enemies, with regard to the conveniences and wantsx>f the army ; 
tl^e Syracusans being in their own country, in the midst of pow- 
erful allies, disposed by inclination, as well as engaged by inter- 
est to assist tiiem, with men, arras, horses, and provisions^ 
whereas, ^tte Athenians wotild carry on the war in a remote 
country, possessed by their enemies ; where in the winter news 
could not be brought them in less than four moiBths| time ; a 
country where all thii^ would oppose the Athenians, and 
nothing be procured but by force of arms ^ that it would reflect 
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the greatest ignominy on the Athenians should they be forced to 
abandon their enterprise ; ami thereby become the scorn and 
contempt of their enemies, by their neglecting to take all the pre^- 
CautJons which so important a design required ; that as for hiih- 
self, he was determined not to go, unless he was provided with all 
things necessary for the expedition, because the safety of the 
whole army depended on that circumstance ^ and that he would 
not rely on caprice, or the precarious engagements of the allies. 

28. Nicias had flattered himself that this speech would cool 
the ardour of the people, whereas it only inflamed it the more. 
Immediately the generals had full powers given them to raise as 
many troops, and fit out as many galleys as they should judge 
necessary : and the levies were accordingly carried on in Athens 
and other places, with inexpressible activity.. 

29. When prepared, they accordingly set sail, after having 
appointed Corcyra the rendezvous for most of the allies, with 
suck ships as were to carry the provisions and warlike stores* 
All the citizens as well as foreigners. in Athens flocked by day- 
break to the port of Pyraeus : the former attended by their children, 
relations, friends and companions, with a joy overcast with a lit- 
tle sorrow, upon their bidding adieu to persons that were as dear 
to them as life, and who were setting out on a distant and very 
dangerous expedition, from which it was uncertain whether tiiey 
would ever return, though they flattered themselves ,with the 
hopes that it would be successful : the foreigners came thither 
to feed their eyes with a sight which was highly worthy their 
curiosity, for no single city in the world had ever fitted out so 
gallant a fleet: those indeed which had been sent against £pi- 
daurus and Potidaea were as considerable with regard to the 
number of soldiers and ships, but then tlicy were not equipped 
with so much magnificence, neitlier was their voyage so long, 
nor their enterprise so important. 

30. Here were seen a larid and naval army, provided with the 
utmost care, and at the expense of particular persons^ as well as 
of the public, with all things necessary on account of the length 
of the voyage and the duration ,of the war. The city furnished 
a hundred empty galleys; that is, three-score light ones, and 
forty to transport the soldiers heavily armed. Every mariner 
received daily a drachma, or ten pence JBnglish for his pay, exr 
clusive of what the captains of ships gave the rowers of the first 
bench. Add to thb Uie pomp and magnificence that was disr 
played umversally, everyone striving to eclipse therest^ and 
each ci4;)tain endeaivouring to make his ship the lightest^ aad 
'at the saiae time the gayest in the whole fleet. 

* 31. I shall not take notice of the choice of the soldiers and 
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seamen, who were the flower of the Athenians; nor of their 
emulation with regard to the beauty «nd neatness of their arms 
and equipage ; and more than that of their officers^ who had 
laid out considerable sums purely to distinguish themselves, and 
to give foreigners an advantageous idea of their persons and cir- 
cumstances ; so that this sight had the air of a pageant, in which 
the utmost magnificence is displayed, rather tlian of a warlike 
expedition. But the boldness and greatness of the design still 
exceeded its expense and splendour. 

32. When the ships were loaded and the troops got on board, 
the trumpet sounded, and solemn prayers were offered. up for tlie 
success of the expedition ; gold and silver cups were filled every 
where with wine and the accustomed libations were poured out : 
the people who lined the shore shouting at tiie same time, and 
lifting up their hands to heaven to wish their fellow-citizens a 
good voyage and success. 

33. Ahd now the hymn being sung, and the ceremonies ended , 
the ships sailed one after another out of the harbour ; after which 
they strove to outsail one another, till the whole fleet met at 
^gina. From thence it made to Corcyra ; where the army of 
the allies was assembled with the rest of the fleet. 

34. Being now arrived at Sicily, the generals were^ivided in 
their opinions as to the place where they should make a descent. 
Lamachus, one of the generals, was for making directly for Sy- 
racuse. He urged, that it was as yet unprovided, and under the 
greatest consternation ; that an army was always most terrible 
on its approach, before the enemy had time to recollect, and make 
danger familiar ; these reasons^ however, were overruled. It was 
agreed to reduce the smaller cities first ; when having detached ten 
galleys only to take a view of the situation and harbour of Syra- 
cuse, they landed with the rest of their forces and surprised Catana. 

35. In the mean time, the enemies of Alcibiades had. taken 
occasion from his absence to attack^ him with redoubled vigour. 
They aggravated his mbconduct in neglecting the proper method 
of attack ; and enforced their accusation by alleging that he had 
profaned the mysteries of Ceres : this was sufiicient to induce the 
giddy multitude to recal their general ; but for fear of raising a 
tumult in the army, they ^nly sent him orders to return to 
Athens, to pacify the people by his presence. 

36. Alcibiades obejred the orders with seeming submission ; 
but reflectmg on the inconstancy and caprice of his judges, the 
instant he was arrived at Thuriom, and had got on shore, he 
disappeared; and ehided the pursuit of those who sought after 
htm : the gsdley, therefore, returned without him j and the people 
in a rttge condemned liim to death for his contumacy. 
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37. His whole estate was confiscated ; and all the orders of 
religion were commanded to curse him. Some time after, news 
being brought him that the Athenians had condemned him to 
death 5 " I hope one day,'' saith he, " to make them sensible 
that I am still alive." 

. 38. The ^Syracusans had by this time put themselves in a 
posture of defence 5 and finding that Nicias did not advance to- 
wards them, they talked of attacking him in his camp 5 and some 
of them asked, in a scoffing way, " Wlietlier he was come into 
Sicily to settle at Catana ?" He was roused by this insult, and 
resolved to make the best of his way to Syracuse. He durst not 
attempt it by land for want of cavalry : and he thought it equally 
hazardous to make a descent by sea upon an enemy who was so 
well prepared to receive him : however, he chose the latter way 
and succeeded in it by a stratagem. 

39' He had gained a citizen of Catana to go as a deserter to 
the Syracusans, and inform them that the Athenians lay every 
night in the town without their arms : and,* that early in the 
morning, on a certain day appointed, they might surprise them ; 
seize on their camp with all their arms and baggage ; bum their 
fleet in the harbour, and destroy the whole army. 

40. The Syracusans gave credit to him, and marched with all 
their forces towards Cutana : which Nicias had no sooner no- 
tice of, but he embarked his troops ; and steering away for Sy- 
racuse, landed them there the next morning, and fortified liira- 
self in the outskirts of the town. The Syracusans were so pro- 
voked at this trick being put upon them, that they immediately 
returned to Syracuse, and presented themselves without the 
walls in order of battle. 

41. Nicias marched out of his trenches to meet them i and a 
very sharp action ensued ; wherein, at length, the Athenians got 
the better 5 and forced the enemy back to the city, after having 
killed two hundred and sixty of them and their confederates, 
with the loss of Mty of then: own i^en. They were not as yet 
in a condition to attack the city, and, therefore, took up their 
winter quarters at Catana and Naxes. 

42. The year following greater projects were undertaken : 
for having received a supply of horse from Athens, with provi- 
sions, and other stores of war, Nicias set sail for Syracuse, in 
order to block it up by sea and land. In this manner did the 
little state of Athens spread terror among all the neighbouring 
states ; and now risen to its utmost height, began to aspire at 
.universal empire. 

43. Athens had already been the mistress of arts and philoso- 
phy 5 it now, with inverted ambition, aimed at setting mankind 
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an example of the arts of conquest and of war ;^ but tfaey had 
never considered that a petty state raised artificially into power^ 
is liable to a thousand accidents in its way to conquest. • 

44, They* had now sent out their whole force into Sicily ; and 
while they fought .to decide the fate of Syracuse, they were in 
fact contending for their own ; the existence of Athens^ and Sy- 
racuse depended so much on the event of the present invasion, 
that both sides fought with the utmost perseverance, and histo- 
rians have been minute in the detail. 

43. Tlie siege was now carried on in a more regular and 
skilful manner than had ever been practised before ; and men 
were taught a new lesson now, as well in the arts of attack as of 
defence. Nicias found it necessary, in the first place, to gain 
Epipolae, a high hill which commanded the city, and had u 
steep craggy passage up to it. 

46. The Syracusans were so sensible of the importance of 
this post, that they had ordered a detachment of seven hundred 
men to march, upon a signal given, to the defence of it ; but Ni- 
cias bad landed his men in a little remote harbour, so secretly 
and so suddenly, that they easily made themselves masters of 
it ^ and the seven hundred, running up from the plains in a con- 
fused manner to dispossess them, were repulsed with the loss of 
three hundred of them and their leader. 

47* Nicias built a fort there, as a magazine ; and proceeded 
to invest the town on the land side, so as to prevent any commu- 
nication with the country. The enemy endeavouring to defeat 
his works, and render them useless, several skirmishes ensued, 
wherein the Athenians had generally the better ; but, in one of 
them, Lamachus, being pressed hard, and abandoned by his 
men, was killed. 

48. The Syracusans being still intent on the recovery of EpL- 
dolse, ordered up another detachment thither. Nicias wste at 
this time sick at the fort, and in bed, with only his servant^ 
about himself; but when he found the enemy were forcing his 
entrenchments, he got up, and set fire to the engines and other 
wood that lay scattered about the fort ; which had so good an 
efi*ect that it served as a signal to his own troops to come up to * 
his relief; and so terrified and confounded those of the enemy, 
that they retreated into the city. 

49. From thenceforth Nicias, who was now sole general, con- 
ceived great hopes, for several cities of Sicily, which hitherto 
had not declared for either side, came and joined him ; and there 
arrived from all quarters vessels laden with provisions for his 
army ; all parties being eager to/go over to him, because he had 
acquired the superiority, and been exceedingly successful in all 
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his uiMlertakings. The Syracusans seeing themselves blocked 
up both by sea and land^ and losing all hopes of being able to 
defend their city any longer, already proposed an accommodation. 

50. Gylippus, who was coming from Lacedaemon to their as* 
sistance, having heard in his passage the extremity to which they 
were reduced, and looking upon the whole island as lost, sailed 
forward nevertheless, not in the view of defending Sicily, but only 
to preserve to the nations of Italy such cities as were subject to 
them in that island, if it were not too late, and if diis could be 
done ; for fame liad declared in all places that the Athenians 
had already possessed themselves of the whole island, and were 
headed by a general whose wisdom and good fortune rendered 
him invincible. 

51. The fortifications of the Athenians were now almost 
completed : they bad drawn a double wall, near half a league in 
length, 'dlong the plain and the fens, towards the great port ; and 
had almost reached it. There now remained on one side only a 

' small part of the wall to be finished ; and the Syracusans were 
upon die brink of ruin ; they had no hopes left : they were un- 
able to defend themselves, and they knew not where to look for 
succours ;* for this reason, they resolved to surrender, and a 
council was held to setde Uie articles of capitulation which were 
to be presented to Nicias. 

52. It was at that very instant, and in this most distiressful 
juncture, that a messenger arrived at S3rracufle from^ CoriB^i 
with news of speedy relief. The whole body of citiaens flocked 
round the messenger of such welcome information. ^He gave 
them to understand, that Gylippus, the Lacedaemonian gen«^, 
would be with them immediately, followed by a great many 
other galleys which came to his aid. The Syracusans astonish 
ed, or rather stupified as it were with this news, could scarce 
believe what they heard. 

53. Whilst they were thus fluctuating and in doubt, a courier 
arrived from Gylippus to inform them of his approach; and or- 
dsred them to marcti out all theur troops to meet him. He him- 
self, after taking a fort in hb way, marched in order of battle 
tlirectly for Eptpolae f and ascending bv Euryclus, as the Athe- 
nians had done, he prepared to attack them frcmi without, while 
the Syracusans should charge them on theur side with the forces 
of Syracuse. 

54. The Athenians, exceedingly surprised by his arrival, drew 
«^> hastily, and without order, under the wall : with regard to 
himself, layii^; down his arms when he approached, he sent 
vord by a herald tiiat he would aUow the Athenians five days 
to leave 3tcily. Nicias did Hot condescend to make the least 
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answer to this proposal ^ and some of \m soldiers Uursting out a 
laughing; asked the herald whether the presence of a Laceda^- 
motiian privateer^ and the triflmg wand of a herald could mdikr 
any changfr in the present state of the city ? Both sides, there- 
fore, prepared for battle. 

55. Gylippus began by storming the fort of Labdalla, and 
cutting in pieces all who were found in it. Tlie Athenians^ in 
the mean time, were not idle in forming intrenchments to op- 
pose him, while the besieged were equally assiduous iu cutti^ig 
down and brcajiing tlirough those wall:^ and circumvallatlons 
which were carried round their city. At length, both sides drew 
up their forces in battle array between the walls which the 
Athenians had raised to keep off the enemy. 

56. In the first engagement, the cavalry of Gylippus heiiig 
rendered useless from the narrowness of the place, to i:eanimate 
hb soldiers, by doing them justice, he had the courage to re- 
proach himself for the ill success they had met with ; and to de- 
clare publicly, that he, not they, had occasioned the late defeat, 
because he made them fight in too narrow a spot of ground. 
However, he promised soon to give them an opportunity of re- 
covering both their honour and bis ; and, accoraingly, ihe very 
next day he led them against the enemy, after having exhorted 
them in the strongest terms to behave in a manner worthy of 
their ancient glory. 

57* Nicias, perceiving that though he should not desire to 
come to a battle, it would, however, be absolutely necessary to 
prevent the enemy from extending their line beyond the contra-* 
vallation, to which they were already very near, (because other- 
wise this would be granting them a certain victory) therefore 
marched boldly against the Syracusans. Gylippus brought up 
his troops beyond the place where the walls terminated on both 
sides, in order that he might leave the more room to extend Ips 
battle 5 when, charging the enemy's left wing with his horse, he 
put it to fiight, and soon after defeated their right 

58. We have an instance of what the experience and abili- 
ties of a great captain are capable of producing : Gylippus, whh 
the same men, the same arms, the same horses, and the same 
ground, by only changing his order of battle, defeated the Athe- 
nians, and beat them quite to their camp. The following niglit 
the victors carried on their wall beyoiid the wall of conlravalla- 
tion of the Athenians, and thereby deprived them of all hopes of 
being able to surround the city. 

59. Nicias, had ever since the arrival of Gylippus, been pnt 
upon the defensive; and, as he. daily lost ground in the country, 
he retired towards the sea, to keep that open in case of accidents, 
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and to briog in provisions. For this purpose he possessed him'* 
aelf of Plemmyrium, near the great harbour, where he built tliree 
forts, and kept himself up as it were in a garrison. Gyltppus 
took this opportunity to gain over the inland cities ; and, at the 
save time, arrived the fleet that was expected from Corinth. 

60. Nicias, under these circumstances, wrote a very melan- 
choly account of his affairsi to Athens 5 that the enemy were be- 
come so superior to him, that he was not in a conditio^ to force 
their intrenchments ; and that inistead of besieging them, that he 
was now besieged himself: that the towns revolted from him, the 
slaves and mercenaries deserted : that his troops were employetl 
in guarding the forts and fetching in provisions, and that in this 
latter service, many of them were cut off by the enemy's iiorse. 

61. That the fleet was in as bad condition as the army; 
and that, in short, without a speedy reinforcement of men, ships, 
and money, equal to what he had at first set out with, it was In 
vain to attempt any thing farther : then, as to his own particular, 
he complained of his* being afflicted with sharp nephritic pains, 
which rendered him incapaUe of going on with the service ; and 
therefore pressed to be recalled. 

62. The Athenians were so afiected with this letter, that they 
named Eurymedon and Demosthenes to go over with fresh sup- 
plies, the former immediately with ten galleys, and the other 

' early in the spring with a stronger Xorce. At the same time they 
appointed Meander and Euthydemus to act as assistants to 
Nicias, but would not grant his request of coming home. 

63. In the mean time, Gylippus, who had made the tour of 
Sicily, returned with as many men as he could raise In the whole 
Island ; and prevailed widi Uie Syracusans to fit out the strong- 
est fleet in their power, and to hazard a battle at sea, upon the 
presumption that the success would answer the greatness of ^e 
enterprise. This advice was strongly enforced by Hermocrates, 
who exhorted the Syracusans not to abandon to their enemies 
the emnire of the seas. 

64. He observed that the Athenians themselves had not re- 
ceived it from their ancestors, nor been always i>ossessed of it ; 
that the Persian war had in a manner forced them into the 
knowledge of naval afl^iirs, notwithstanding two great obstacles, 
their disposition, and the atuation of their city, which stood at a 
considerable distance from the sea ; that they had made them- 
selves formidable to other nations, not so much by theur real 
strength, as by theur courage and intrepidity; that they ought 
to copy them ; and sktce th|y had to. do with enemies who were 
so enterprising, it was fit they should be equally daring. 

6^. This advice was approved, and accordingly i^ lai^ fleet 
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wds equippea. Gylif pus led out all liis land forces in the night 
tiine, to attack the forts of Plemmyrium. Thirty-five galleys of ♦ 
Syracuse, whieh were in the great harbour^ and forty-five in the 
lesser, which was an arsenal for sliips, w^ere ordered to advance 
towards Plemmyrium to amaze the Athenians, who would find 
themselves attaclted both by sea and land at the same time. 

66. The Athenians, at this news, went on board also; and 
with twenty-five ships sailed to fight the thiity-five Syracusan 
vessels, which were.sailmg out against them from the great har- 
bour ; and opposed thirty-five more to the forty-five of the enemy 
which were come out of the little port. A sharp engagement 
was fought at the mouth of the great harbour, one party endeav- 
ouring to force their way into it, and the other to keep them out* 

.67' Those who defended the forts of Plemmyrium, having 
flocked to the shore to view the battle, Gylippus' attacked th$ 
forts unexpectedly by day-break ; and having carried the geatest 
of them by storm, the soldiers who defended the other two were 
so terrified, that they abandoned them in a moment. 

68. After this advantage, the Syracusans sustained a consid- 
erable loss, for such of their vessels as fought at the entrance of 
the harbour Tafter having forced the Athenians) bulged furiously 
oiie against me other, as they entered it in disorder ; and^by this 
means shifted the victory to tlieir enemies, who were not con- 
tented with pursuing, but also gave chase to those who were 
victorious in the great harbour. Eleven Syracusan galleys were 
sunk, and great numbers of fhe sailprs in them were killed. 

69. Three were taken ; but the Athenians likewise lost tliree ; 
and after towing ofi* those of th6 enemy, they raised a trophy in 
a little island lying before Plemmyrium, and retired to the 
centre of their camp. 

70. One circumstance which the besieged considered of the 
greatest importance,, was to attempt a second engagement both 
by , sea and land, before the fieet and other succoiu^ sent by. the 
Athenians should arrive. They had concerted fresh measures 
for a battle at sea, by improving from the errors they had com- 
mitted in the last engagement. 

71. The change made in the galleys \^as, their prows were now 
shorter, and, at the same time, stronger and more solid than be- 
fore. For tliis purpose they fixed great pieces of timber projecting 
forward on each side of the prows, and to these pieces they joined 
beams by way of props. The beams extended to the length of 
six cubits on each side of die vessel, both within and without. 

72. By this they hoped to g^in an advantage over the galleys 
of the Athenians, which did not dare, because of tlie weakness of 
their prows, to attack aa enemy in front, but QRly in flank ^ not 
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to JBOrtkM^ &«t shodd Ae Mife be £M^gr|[t in^ t^^ 
would not have room to spread tbemsetves, nor to pass betmeii 
tiro gaUeys, in which lay their greatest art, nor to taekatMSfOt 
after they diould have been repidsepiy in order to returv'to ibe 
charae; whereas, the Syraeusans. hy their beii^ mastets o^he 
. whm extent of the harbour, vould have ail ihes^ advaaiaf«a| 
and might recipyocaliy assist one another. On these circ^im- 
stances the latter founded tbeur hopes ipf victei^. 

73. Gylippus^ tfaerefee, first drear all the infontry out of the 
camp, and advanced towards that ^t of the contrdvallaticii 
Ae Athenians wbidi faced the city ; whilst the troops of Oiyay- 
pia marched towards the other, and their galleys set sail. 

74. Nicias did not care to venture a seeoad battle, saying^ 
that as he expected a £pesfa fleet every nioBient, and a great je- 
ioforcement under Demosthenes, it would betray the greatest 
want of yadgmetitf should he and his troops, who were inferior 
m numb^ to those of the enemy, and already firtigjied, hazard ^ 
battle without- being forced to it. 

75. On the contrary, Menander and Eothydemus, a^iohad just 
before been appointed to share the command with Nicias till the 
arrival of Demosthenes, fired with ambidon, and jealous bi 
those generals, were eager to perform some exploit, to bereave 
the one of his glory, and if possiUe eclipse that of the pdier. 

76. The pretence they alleged on this occasion, was, ^eiame 
and reputation of Athens; and they asserted with sudi vdie< 
Hirace, that it would be entirely destroyed, should they shun 
the batde, as the Syracusans ofiered it to them, that they at last 
forced Nicias to a compliance. The Athenians had seventy>-fiv^ 
galleys, and the JSyracusans eighty. 

77. The first day the fleets continued in sight of each otiiei- 
in the great harbour, without encaging, and cmly a few skirmishes 
passed ; after which, both parties retired, while the land forces 
acted in the same maimer. The Syracusans did not. make .the 
least motion the second day. 

78. Nicks,, taking advantage of this itta6tiyity, caused the 
transports to draw up in a line at some distance from one an- 
other, in order that ms geilleys might retire behind them with 
safety, in case he should be d^eated. Qn diemonrow, the Sy- 
racusai^ came 1^ sooner tium usua], when a great part of the 
day was spent In skirmishu^ ; after wfakh they retirod. 

79. The Athenians did not suppose :diey would return ; but 
imagined that fear would make them fly. Buthaving refkesbed 
themselves in giwat diligence, and retuming on boaid their al- 
leys, they attacked! the Athenians, who were far from expeclmg 
them. The latter being now f<^rced to return imasediately on 
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board thcbdUpii they entei^dRra^gi^ to. ||i^t 

they had aot time to draw tlien up in » Hoe of baUle ; and mo^t 
of the saSors were fasting. 

90. Victory did not lo^ eeBtUMie iQ Anqpewe. The Atbe- 
niaiis after makiag a ahen and sliffat resistaiicey retired behiiid 
th^Uveoftranspofts. llie eoemy pimMid than thither) b«t 
were stepped by the yards of those dupaiy to which were Ixod 
doMmis of lead : these beiiig very heavy, had they faUenmi the 
enemy's galleys, would have sunk dietn lat once. The Atbeitf- 
aos lost seven gafleys in this eqgagenieBty and a great number of 
soUien were dther UUed or taken pnsopers. 

81. This loss threw Nicias mto the utmost oonsteraation : all 
the nnsfortunes he had met with ewer since the tiaM he had en- 
jf^ed the snprane command eame into his mind ; and he was 
now inrolwad in n greater tfaita any of them, by his compll^ii^ 
with the advice of his coUei^fiies. Whilst he wa$ reyolvj^g 
these gioomy kteas) Deaostfienes' ieet was seen coming forwaitt 
in great pomp, smd with sneh an air as might fill the enemy witfi 
drouL It was now the day after the batde. 

92. This fleet coaristed.<rfseventy-diree|^ey8y on boavd of 
which were five thousand fighting men, and about three ibousand 
aich^ sKs^gen^ and bowmta. AH tiiese galleys were richly 
trimmed, tmr prows bang adomed with shining streamers, 
manned with stout rowers, commanded by good officers, and 
echoing with the sound of clarions aod^tnm^^ets : DemosAenes 
having affected an air d'pomp and tciimqih, purposely to strike 
terror into the enemy. 

83. This gidhmt ttgbt farmed them indeed beyond espies- 
sion. HM^dtdnot aee.anyend, or even the bast suifiension 
of their calamities. All they had done hitherto or suftrad was 
as nqdiing, and thdr work waa to begm again. What hopes 
could they enteauua of being able to weary out the palienoe of 
the Athenians, ttnce, duN^ they had a camp intrenched m the 
middle of Attica, were, however, able to send a second army 
into SicUy, as conriderable as Ae former ; and that their power 
as well as thdr eouiagejwemed,notwilhstaadingall their fosses, 
instead of diminishing to increase daily. 

84. DenKMtlMnesyWiMauide an emMBtiniiuify into the state 
of things^ imagined it would not ha proper kx him to lose time, 
at IBcias had done, who havkig q^read an universal terjior at 
his first arrival, became afterwards the object of contempt for 
his having wintered in Galana, histaad of going directly to Syra; 
cuse; and had afterwasds given GyltppM an opfMvtunily tf 
AcQPiiing tuftops into it. 

8$. He flattened \mmiS «ttk tl|e bo/pea tint he AaMim 
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flMe to tarry the city at the first attaek, by taking, advatitage of 
tbe idariii which the news of hh arrival woukl spread ia every 
part of it ; and by that means should immediately put an end to 
the war': otherwise he intended to raise the siege, and no longer 
hiffass and lessen the troops by fighting butties neter dedi»ve ; 
nor quite exhaust the city of Atheng^ by employing its treasures 
in needless expenses. 

86. Nieias, terrified by this bold and precipitate resoiu^on of 
I>emo8thenesy conjured him not to be so hasty ; but to take time 
to weigh things deliberately, that he might have no cause to re- 
pent of what he should do'^ He observed to him, that the enemy 
would be ruined by delays^ that their provisions asweU as 
inoney were entirely exhausted.; that their allies were going to 
abandon them ; that they must soon be reduced to such extr^ai- 
ty for want of provisions as would force diem to surrender, as 
they had before resolved. For there were certain persons in 
Syracuse who held a secret correspondence with Niebs, and ex- 
horted him not to be impatient, because the Syracusans were 
tired with the war with Gylippns ; and that shotddthe n<ecessity 
to which they ^vere reduced, be ever so fittle increased, they 
would surrender at discreticm. 

87* A^ Nicias did not explain himself clearly ^ and would not 
declare in express terms, timt sore and certain advices were sent 
him of whatever was transacted in the city, his remonstvances 
were considered as an effect of ^e timidity and slowness with 
which he had always been reproached. <^ Such,'' said they, 
^ are his usual protractions, delays, distrusts, and fearful pi*e- 
cantion, wheiefby he has dc^tdened all the vivacity, and extin- 
guished all the ardoor of the troops, in not marching them im- 
mecBalely against the enemy ; but on the contrary, by deferring 
to attadc them till his own forces were weakened and despised." 
This made the rest of the generals, and all the officers, come o\'ei 
to Demosthenes' opinion ; and Nicias himself was at last forced 
to acquiesce in it. 

88. Demostfaecies, after having attacked to no purpose the 
wall which cut the cootravallation ctf the besiegei-s, confined 
himself to the attack of Epipolae, from a supposition ^at. 
^MNild he once be master of it, the widl would be quite uade- 
^ded. He, therefore, took provisions for five days, with work- 
meo, implements, and evefy thing necessary for him to defend 
that post after he should possess himself of it. 

89* As there was no going up to it in Uie day lime undisco v« 
eied,^lie iittrciied*thither in the nvht widi all his ferees, follow- 
ed by Eurymedon and Menander ; Nidas w^jmgbekiu&to guard 
4;the camp. They went up by the yn^M Em^adttS; as before, 
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imperceived by the sei^tid^ ftttacked.die first I ntecadwH Mrt, 
and stormed it, after killiog part of those who defended it. De-^ 
mosthenes, not satk^ed with this advatrtage, to prevent the ai^ 
door of his solcyers from cooling, and to delay the execntion of 
his design, marches forward. 

90. Dnrii^ this intervaUthe forces of the city, sustained by 
GylippuSy marched under arms out of the intrenchments. Being 
smsed with astomshment, which the darkness of the night in^ 
creased, they were immediately repdsed and put to flight. But, 
• as the Athenians advanced in disorder, to force whatever might 
resist ^ir arms, lest the en^ny mi^t rally asain, should tme 
. be allowed them to breathe and recover irom their surf^se, they 
are stopped on a sudden by the Bcrotians, who made a vigorous 
^tand, and maxdbing agmnst die Athenians wkh ^eir pikes pre^ 
sented, they reipube diem with great shouts^ and make a dread- 
ful slang^HO'. 

91* Thk spread an universal tervw through the rest of the 
army. . Those who fled, either force along such as were ad- 
vancing to thdr assktance, or ebe mistaldag them lor enemies, 
turn their arms against them. They now were all mixed iadis- 
crimmaldy, it being impossible to dlscoviar objects in the hcwrors 
of the night, which was not so ^Koamy as entirely to make ob* 
jects imperceptible, nor yet Hgfat enough to dis&^tfeish those 
' whieb weie seen. 

92. The Athenians sought f<Mr one another to no purpose ^ 
and from their often a^ing the word, by which only they were 
able to know cme another, a strange confusion of sounds was 
heard, which occasioned no litde cUsorder ; not to mention that 
they, by this means, divulged the word to the enemy, and could 
not le6m theirs ; because by their being together, and in a body, 
they had no occasion to repeat it. 

93. In the mean time, diose who were pursued threw them- 
selves from the top of the rocks ; and many were dashed to pieces 
by die faU : and as most of those who escaped straggled from one 
aiiother up and down the fields and woods, they were cat to 
]Heces the next day by the casemy's horse, who pursued them. 
Two thousand Athenians were slain in this ^Eigagement ; and h 

S number of arms were taken, those who &d having thrown 
away, that they might be the better able to escape over 
the precipices. 

94. Soon after QyUppusj havii^ madi the tour of Sicily, 
brought a great number of troqis with him, which rendered the 
affms of Adieni stiU more deqierate ; and deprived Nicias of all 
hopes of success : besides^ the Athenian army now began to di* 
minish ^xeeedingly by sicbieis^ and nothii^ sc^medto remain. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



136 THE HISTOHY 



rtfUittifett an kbad m.wlodi thsyiiadespedeaeed every 
iMrtaAcalm. Nicias Boknger nftpoMid the nssdutiouyAed only 
^tslrsd'loiwvetckeptjeci^ .Ocdcis were tkcanefone ftiim Ms 
.pikitfiiy as possible, inl- ibc tet io pcspare for seltkig saal whii 
the utmost expeditioii. . 

^, When «ii thibgs were feady, the monent tb^ were going 
p$ sat sait (whotty nnispacted by the enemy, who were far f rofti 
^suilBising mey 'Wouid leave Sicily .so ^oon) the Bsoon was aud- 
.dealy adipsed in liM^ nuddle of the oight, and lost idl its qplea- 
4oar, whidi terrified Nicias and 4he whole amy, who, ^pKMto ig« 
oetante aad superstition, were astonished at so sudden a change, 
the can«e# of iwhoch they did not know, aiid tfaerefose dneaded 
<he CQnseqtiencea of it. 

96. Dicy then considted the soothsayers, wfao hdng eqnaBy 
onacquainttd with the reasnns of this pfaeaomenoBj only aug- 
mented their consternation. It was the custom, ai^ such acci- 
dents had^happeofsd to sui^md tfatir enterprise but far llnree days. 
T%t soollisws^crs pronounced, that he must not sail till three 
times nkie^iays were p«rt, (these were Thuey<Udes' words) which 
was donb^ss a mysterious number in the dpimon of the people. 

97. Nicias, scrupulous to a faidt, and fiiH of a mistaken vene- 
ration for these blind Intvpreters of the wiU of the gods, declared, 
4hat he woidd wait a whole revolution of tlfie moon, and not re- 
turn till the snme day of the next month, as if he had not seen 
te pbaet very clearly, the instant it had ememd from that part 
winch was darkened l^ the inteifK)siti<Ni of the earth?s body. 

9S. But he was not allowaH time for this. The news of the 
iotended departure of the Athenians soon spread over the city ; 
a resdudon was taken to attack the be^egers both by sea and 
land. The Syracusans began the first day by attacking the in- 
trencbments, and gained a sUght advantage over the enemy. On 
the morrow tb^ made^a second attack, and atthe same tiroie sail- 
ed widi sevanty-six gafieya against d^ty-six of the Atheniaiis-. 

99. Eurymedon, who commanded the right of the Atfaaniaii 
fleet, hafving spread along the shore to suit^ound them^ this movf^- 

.ment proved fatal to him ; for, as he was detached from tlie boA\{ 
of the fleet, ^ Syracusaas, after Ibrckftg the main battle, which 
was in the centre, attacked him ; dR»ve >him vigorously infto the 
gulf called Dascon, and there defeated him enl&ely . Eusyme*- 
don lost his life in tlie engagement. 

100. They afterMirds gave chase to Ae rest of die gallcvs. 
and rtmtliem against the sho^re. Oylippus, Avho camniaoded 
^he land army, seeing ^Athenian galleys w«re.lbrced agFoumi, 
and not Me to return into the stoccado, landed with ^art ofhin 
^troops, in order to charge the Sofafiers, io casa they sbotUd he 
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forced to run ashore, and give his friends the more toom to tow 
such galleys as they should have taken : however he was impuls- 
ed by the Tyrrhenians, who were posted on that side, and ohUgied 
by the Athenians, who flew to sustain them, to retire with some 
. loss, as far as a moor which lay near it. 

101. The latter saved most of their ships, eighteen excepted, 
which were taken by the Syracusans, and their crews qut to 
pieces by them. After this, resolving to burn the rest, they 
filled an old vessel with combustible materials, and having set 
fire to it, they drove it by the help of the wind against the Athe- 
nians, who nevertheless extinguished the fire, and drove off that 
ship. Each side erected trembles ; the Syracusans for the death ' 
of Eurymedon, and the advantage they had gained the day be- 
fore ; the Athenians, for their having driven part of the eof rof^ 
into the moor, and put the other part to flight. ] 

102. But the minds of the two nations were very di^srently 
opposed : the Syracusans, who had been thrown into the utmost 
consternation at the arrival of Demosthenes with his fleet, seeing 
themselves victorious in a naval engagement, resumed fresli 
hopes, and assured themselves of a complete victory over theii' 
enemies } the Athenians, on the contrary, frustrated of their only 
resource, and overcome at sea, so contrary to their expectations, 
entirely lost courage, and had no thoughts but of retiring. 

103. The enemy, to deprive them of all resource, and prevent 
the'^v escaping, shut the mouth of the gjfe^i harbour, which wa^ 
apout five hundred paces wide, with galleys placed crowwise, 
and other vessels &xed with anchors and iron chains ; and at the 
same time made the requisite preparations for a battle, in case 
they should have courage to engage again. 

104. When the Athenians saw themselves thu» hemmed in,, 
the generals and principal officers assembled, in order to delibe- 
rate on the present state of affaurs. They were in absolute want 
of {MTOvisions, which was owing to their having forbid the people 
of Catana to bring any, from the hopes they entertained of their 
being able to retire ; ami they could not procure any from other 
places, unless they were masters of the sea : this made them.r&- 
solve to venture a sea fight 

103. In this view they were determined to leave their cid 
camp and their walls ; and to intrench themselves on the shore 
n^or the ships, in (he smallest compass possible : their desigu 
was io leave some forces in that place to guard the baggage and 
their sick ; and to fight with the rest aboard all the ships they 
should have saved. They intended to retue into Catana in ca&^ ^ 
they should be victorious; otherwise to set fire to their ships, and 
to niarch by land to the nearest city belonging to thtir allies. 
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106. This resolution being taken, Nicias immediately filled 
a hundred and ten galleys (the others having lost their oars) with 
the flower of his infantry, and drew up the rest of the forces, 
particularly the bowmen, in order of battle on shore. As the 
Athenians dreaded very much the beaks of the Syracusan gal- 
leys, Nicias had provided harping irons to grapple them, in order 
to break the force of the blow, and to come immediately to close 
fight as on share. 

107. But the enemy perceiving this, covered the prows and 
upper part of their galleys with leather, to prevent their being 
so easily laid hold of. The commanders on both sides had em- 
ployed all their rhetoric to animate their men, and none could 
ever have been prompted with stronger motives ; for the battle 
which was going to be fought was to determine not only their 
lives and liberties, but also the fate of their country. 

108. This battle was very obstinate and bloody. The Athe- 
nians being arrived at the mouth of the port, easily took those 
ships which defended the entrance of it; but when they attempt- 
ed to break the chain of the rest, to widen the passage, the enemy 
came up from all quarters. As near two hundred, galleys came 
rushing on each side in a narrow place, there must necessarily 
be a very great confusion ; and the vessels could not easily ad- 
vance forward, or retire, dr turn about to renew the attack. 

109. The beaks of the galleys for this reason did very little 
execution, but there were very furious and frequent discharges. 
The Athenians were overwhelmed with a shower of stones^ 
which always did execution from what place soever they were 
thrown 5 whereas, they defended themselves only by shooting 
darts and arrows, which by the motion of the ships, from the 
agitation of the sea, did not carry true, and by that means the 
greatest part of them did little execution.- Ariston, the pilo*, 
had given the Syracusans this counsel. 

110. These discharges being over, the soldiers heavily armed 
attempted to enter the enemy's ships, in order to fight hand to 
hand ; and it often happened that whilst they were climbing up 
one side, their own ships were entered on the other, and two or 
three ships were grappled to one, which occasioned a great per- 
plexity and confusion. Farther, the noise of the ships, that dashed 
one against the other; the different cries of the victors and the van- 
quished, prevented the orders of the officers from being hea^d. 

111. The Athenians wanted to force a passage, whatever 
might be the consequence, to secure their return into their own 
country; and this the enemy employed their utmost efforts to 
prevent, in order that they might gain a more complete and more 
glorious victory. 
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^ 112. The two land annies, which were drawn up on the 
highest part of the i^hore, and the inhabitants of the city who 
were there, ran to tiie walls, whilst the rest kneeling in their 
temples were imploring heaven to give success to their fellow- 
citizens : all these saw clearly, because of their little distance from 
the fleets, every thing that passed, and contemplated ^e battle 
as from an amphitheatre, but not without great anxiety and terror. 

113. Attentive to, and shuddering at every movement, and 
the several changes which happened, they discovered the concern 
they had in the battle, their fears, their hopes, their grief, their 
joy, by diflerent cries and diflerent gestures; stretching out their 
hands Sometimes towards the combatants to aAimate them, at 
other times towards heaven to implore the succour and protect 
tion of the gods. 

114. At last the Athenian fleet, after sustaining a long battle 
and a vigorous resistance, was put to flight and drove against 
the shore. The Syracusans, who were spectators of this victo- 
ry, conveyed the news to the whole city by an universal shout. 
The victors, now masters of the seaj and sailing with a favoura- 
ble wind towards Syracuse, erected a trophy ; whilst the Athe- 

' nians, who' were quite dejected and overpowered, did not so much 
as request that their dead soldiers might be delivered to them, iv. 
order to pay the last sad duty to their remains. 

115. There now remained but two 'methods for them tG 
choose, either to attempt the passage a second time, for which 
they had ships and soldiers i^uflicient, or to abandon their fleet 
to the enemy and retire by land. Demosthenes proposed the 
former 5 but the sailors, in the deepest affliction, refused to obey, 
fully persuaded that it would be impossible for them to sustain a 
second engagement. The second method was, therefore, re- 
solved upon, and accordingly they prepared to set out in the 
night, to conceal the march of their army from the enemy. 

li6. But Hermocrates, who suspected' their design, was very 
sensible that it ivas of the utmost importance not to sufl'er so 
great a body of forces to escape, since they otherwise might for- 
tify themselves in some comer of the island, and renew liie wiar . 
The Syracusans were at that time in the midst of their festi^ty 
and rejoicings ; add meditating nothing but how they might di<- 
vert themselves after the toils they had sustained in fight. They 
were then solemnising the festival of Hercules. 

117. To desire the Syracusans to take up arms again in or- 
der to pursue the enemy, and to attempt to draw them from 
their diversions, either by force or persuasion, would have been 
to no purpose, for which reason another, expedient was employ- 
ed. Hermocrates sent out a few horsemen, who were to pas$ 
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IfarfiieiKisof the AtteniaQS, and ordered tliexn to cry aloud , 
« Tdtt Niciaa not to retire till day-light, for the Syraeusansriifc 
in ambush for him, ^d have seized on their passes." 

118. This false advice stopped Nicias at once ; and he di^l 
not ev«n set out thQ next day, in order that the soldiers might have 
mofe time to prepare for their departure, ax\<j^f:arry off whatever 
might be necessary for their subsistence, and abandon the rest. 

119. The enemy h^d time enou^ for seizing the avenues. 
The next morning early they possessed themselves of the most 
(fifficiilt passes 5 fortified those places where the rivers were ford- 
Mt ; bit>ke down the bridges, »)d spread detachments of liorse 
up and down the plain ; so that there was not one place which 
the Athenians could p^ss without fighting. 

120. They set out upon their march the third day after the 
balde, with a design to retire to Catana. The whole armj was 
in an inexpressible consternation, to ^ee such great numbers o. 
men either dead or dying; some of whom were left exposed to 
vHld beasts, and the rest to the cruelty of the enemy. 

121. Those who w&e sick and wounded tionjured them with 
tears to take them ^loQg with the army; and held by their 
dotfaes when they were going : or else, crawling after them, fol- 
lowed them 9s far as their strength would permit : and, when 
this failed, had recourse to te^rs, sighs, imprecations ; and send- 
ing up towards heaven plaintive and dying groans, they called 
upon the gods, as well as men, to avenge their cruelty, whilst 
every frface echoed with lamentations. 

122. The whole army was in a deplorable condition. All the 
Athenians were seised with the deepest melancholy. They were 
inwardly tortured with rage and anguish, when they represented 
to tfaeeaMlyes the greatness from which they were fallen ; the 
extreme misery to which they were reduced, and the still greater 
evils from which they foresaw it \vould be- impossible for them 
to escape. 

123. They could not bjiar the comparison, for ever present iu 
theur thouf fats, of the triumphant state in whicli they had left 
Athens in the midst of the good wishes and acclamations of the 
people, with the ignominy of their retreat, aggravated by the 
cries and imprecations qf then* relations and fellow-citizens. 

124. But the most melancholy part of the spectacle, and that 
which most deserved compassion, was Nicias; dejected and 
worn out by a tedions illness, deprived of the most necessary 
stoles, at a time when his age and infirmities required them 
moat ; pierced not only with his private grief but that of ethers : 
all which preyed upon his heart. 

1 25. Howevei*, this great ma^^ superior to sdl his evils, thought 
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of nothing but how he might best comibrt his soldler»^ and revhe 
their courage. He ran up and down in all places, cmng aloud 
that their situation was not yet desperate, and' that other anmes 
had escaped from greater dangers ; that they ought not to accuse 
themselves/or grieve too immoderately for misfortunes which 
they had not occasioned : that if they had offended somegod, his 
vengeance must be satiated by this time ; that fortune, after having 
so long favoured the enemy, would at last be tired of persecuting 
them ^ that their bravery and numbers made them still formida- 
ble : (being still near forty thousand strong) that no city in Sicily 
would be able to withstand them, nor prevent their settling 
wherever they might think proper ; that they had no more to do 
but to take care of themselves, and march in good order: that 
by a prudent and courageous retreat, which was now become 
their only I'esource, they would not only save themselvei^, bi|t 
also their country, and enable it to recover its former grandeur. 

126. The army now mkrched in two bodies, both drawn up 
in the form of a phalanx i the first being commanded by Nicias, 
and the second by Demosthenes, with the baggage in die centre. 
Being come to. the river Anapis, they forced dieir passage, and 
afterwards were charged by all the enemy^s cavalry, as well as 
archers, who discharged perpetually upon them. They were 
annoyed in this manner during several days' march, every one 
of the passes being guarded, and the Athenians being obliged to 
dispute every inch of their way. » , 

127. Tlie enemy did not care to hazard a battle egainst an 
army which despair alone might render invincible; and the in- 
stant the Athenians presented the Syracasans battle^ the latter 
retired; but whenever . ^e former proceed^ in their march^ 
they advanced and charged them in their retreat. 

128. Demosthenes and Nicias seeing the miserible condition 
to which the trodps were reduced, being in extrene want of pro- 
visions,, and great numbers of them wounded, judgsd It advisable 
to retu* towards the sea by a quite contrary wa^ from that in 
which* they then marched; and to make dhwtlyfor CamaHna 
and Gela, instead of proceeding to Catana as thej first intended. 

129. They set out in the night, aft^r fighting t great number 
of fires. The retreat was made in great confusloi and disorder, 
as generally happens to great armies in the gkxmy horrow of 
the iiight, especially when the enemy is not far bff. How^vter, 
the vaiiguaid, commanded by Ntcias, went forward in golKi 
order, but above half the rear-guard, with Demosthenes lit their 
head, quitted from the main body and lost thdr way. 

ISO. On the next day, the Syracusans, who in the report df 
their retreat, had marched Witfi the utmost difi^ce^ came itfp 
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with them about noon; and having suirounded him with their 
bofBC/ drove him into a narrow place inclosed with a wall, 
where his soldiers fought like lions. 

ISl, Perceiving at the close of the day that tliey were op- 
prwed with fatigue and coyered with wounds, the conquering 
Syracusans gave the islanders leave to retire, which some of 
them accept^ ; and they afterwards spared the lives of the 
rest, who surrendered at discretion, with Demosthenes^ after 
having stipulated that they should not be put to death, nor sen- 
tenced to perpetual imprisonment. About six thousand soldiers 
surrendered on these conditions. 

132. Nicias arrived the same Evening at the river Erineus, 
and parsing it, encamped on a mountain, where the enemy came 
up with him the next day, and summoned him to surrender at . 
discretion, as Demosthenes had done. Nicias could not persuade 
liimself at first that what they told him concerning Demosthenes 
was true ; and therefore desired leaye to send some horse for 
information. > 

133. Upon their returning with the news that Demosthenes 
had really surrendered in that manner, Nicias offered to pay the 
expenses of the war, upon condition they would permit him to 
leave the country with hb forces, and to give as many Atheni- 
nians for hostages as they should be obliged to pay talents. But 
the eiiemy rejected this proposal with disdain and insolence ; 
and renewed the attack. 

134. Nicias, though in absolute want of all things, however, 
sustained the charge the whole night; and marched towards the 
river Asiaarus. When they were got to the banks of it, the Sy- 
racusans advancing up to them, threw most of theiQ into the 
stream, the rest already having plunged voluntarily into it to 
quench their thirst. Here the greatest and most bloody havoc 
was made^ tlje poor wretches being butchered without the least 
pity as they fere drinking. 

135« Nieia^, finding all lost, and unable to bear this dismal 
; spectacle, suitendered,upon condition that Gylippus should dis- 
continue the ight, and spare the rest of his army. A great num- , 
ber were kiUeS, and more ^aken prisoners, so that all Sicily was 
filled with th4[i« The Athenians seemed to have been displeased 
with their geinral for surrendering in this manner at discretion 5 
and, for thla^ Uason, his name was omitted in a public monu- 
ment, on whiph'iras engraved the names of those commanders 
who bad lost fhelr lives in fighting for their country. 

136. The victors, adorned with the arms taken from the pri- 
soners, the finest and largest trees they could find on the banks 
-of the river ^ a^d made a kind of trophies of those trees^ when, 
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crowmng themselves with chaplets of Hovers, dressiiig thtir 
hones in the richest caparisoDs, and cropping those of thek 
enemies, they entered triumphantly into Syracuse, aAer havii^ 
happily terminatai the most considerable war in which th^ 
%had ever be^n engaged with the Greeks; and won bythev 
strength and valour a most signal and most complete victory. 

137. The i^xt day a council was held to deliberate on what 
was to be done with the prisoners. Diodes, one of the leaders of 
the greatest authority among the people, proposed that all the 
Athenians who were born of free parents, and all such Sicilians 
as had joined with them, should be imprisoned, and only two 
measures of ^our and one of water given them daily : that the 
slaves and all the allies should be publicly sold ; and the two 
Athenian generals should be first scourged with rods, and after- 
wards put to death. 

138. This last article was exceedingly disliked by all wise 
and compassionate Syraeusans. Hermocrates, who was very 
famous for his probity and justice, attempted to make some re- 
monstrances to the peq)le ; but they would not hear him ; and 
the shouts which echoed on all sides, prevented him from con- 
tinuing his speech. 

139. At that instant, an ancient man, venerable for his great 
age and gravity, who in this war had lost two sons, the only 
heirs to his name and estate, made his servants carry him to the 
tribunal for harangues, and the instant he appeared a profound 
silence was made. ^' You here behold," says he, ^ an unibrtn- 
nate father, who has felt more than any other Svracusanthe fatal 
effects of this war, by the death of two sims, who formed all the 
consolation, and were die only supp<Nrts of my old age. 

140. ^^ I cannot, indeed, forbear admiring their courage and 
felicity, in sacrificing to theur country's welfare a life of which 
they would one day have been deprived by the common course 
of natmre: but then I cannot but be strongly affected with the 
cmd wound which theur death has made in my heart; nor for- 
bear hating and detesting the Athenians, the authors of this un- 
happy war, aa the murderers of my children ; but, however, I 
cannot conceal one circumstance, which is, that I am less sensi- 
ble of my private afiliction than of the honour of* my countiy ; 
and I see it exposed to etomal infamy by the barbarous advice 
which is now giv^n you. 

141. <^The Athenians, indeed, merit the worst treatment, 



and every kind of punishment that can be inflicted on them, for 

so nnjnsdy declaring war against us ; but have not the gods, the 
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just avenigers of crimes, punished diem, and revenged us 8tt$- 
^iently ? When their general laid down hb arms and surrendered^, 
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dkllie not do this in hopes of haTing their lives scared ; and if 
ire put them to death, will it be possible for as to avoid the jiist 
jr^>^oach of oar having violated the laws of nations^ and di&- 
hotk)Ured otnr victory by an unheard-of cruelty ? How will you 
sdfier your glory to be thus sUUied in the face of the whole world ; 
and have it said that a nation who first dedicated a t^nple in 
this city to Clemency, had not found any in yours ? 

142. "Sorely victories and triumphs do not give immortal 
glory to a city ; but the exercising mercy towards a vanquished 
enemy ; the using moderation in the greatest prosperity, and 
fearing to oflfend the gods by a haughty and insolent pride, will 
«i«r insure it. 

148. <* You doubtless have not foi^ot that this Nicias, whose 
fane you are going to pronounce^ was the very man ^o pleaded 
your cause in the assembly of the Athenians ; and employed all 
his credit, and the whole power of his eloquence, to dissuade his 
COttbtry from embarking in this T/ar; should you, therefore, pro- 
nounce sentence of death on this worthy general, would it be a 
just reward for the seal he showtsd fw your interest? With re- 
gard to myself, death would be less grievous to me than the 
sight of so horrid an injustice committed by my countrymen and 
fellow^^itizens." 

1'44. The people seemed moved with compassion at this 
speech ; especially, when this venerable old man first ascended, 
they expected to hear him cry aloud for vengeance on those who 
had brought all his calamities upon faim, insteaid of suuig for 
thek pardon. But the enemies of the Athenians having expa- 
tiated with vehemence on the unheard-of cruelties which their 
republic had exerdsed on sevefal cities bdonging to their eae- 
40les,imd even to their ancient ailieg; the inveteracy which the 
ccMimaHders had shown against Sjrracuse, and the evils they 
Would have made it suffer had they lieen victorious ; the afflictions 
and gMftns of infinite numbers of Syracdsans, who bewailed the 
death of their children and near relations, whose names ooukl be 
appeased no othar way thui by the blood of their murdeiers. 

145. These representations prevailed, asd the peof^retmrned 
to their sanguint^ resoiution, and Hollowed Diodes' advice in 
'6VI^ yespeet. Gyflppas used his titioOBt enieavouts, but in 
Vilib^'to have Nieias. and Demosthenes given up to him (es- 
pecially as he had taken them) in order fi>r him to carry them 
'«o liaeetemon; but his demand was rejected wiili a haughty 
lebiH) iitikd^ the two generals were pot to desih. 

'14§. All wito and compassi€fttMi«e men «oiBtd'«ot Mbtn ahed- 
iSag laata'lHt^lf^ tragical Me df two luchlfiiistrioiis penaaages ; 
^M'piMiMlaitylbr Nidas, who, ^f ail men of his time, seemed 
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leaittomerHsoignoiiuiiioasaiidwitinielyanaM^ Wbenfwople 
McoUected the speeches and ranonstrances he had iMuie to nre- 
veat the war; and, on the other side^ when they considered how 
high a regard he had always retained for things i^ating to r^gioD, 
the greatest part of them were tempted to exdahn against Provi- 
deuce, in seeing that a man, who Imd ever shown die highest rev- 
erence for the gdds, and had always emrted himself to the utmost 
for their honour and worship, should be so ill rewarded by them, 
and meet with no better fate than the most abaddpoed wretches. 
147* The prisoners were shut up in the prisons W Syracuse ; 
where, crowded one upon the other, they suffered incr^ible tor- 
ment for eight months. Here they were for ^er exposed^o tke 
inclemencies of the weather; scorched in the day-time b^>^e 
burning rays of the sun, or frozen in the night by the cdd of 
autumn ; poisoned by the stench of their own excrement, by the 
carcasses of Uiose who died of their wounds and of sickness, 
and worn out by hunger and thirst ; for the daily allowance to 
each was but a small measure of water and two of meal. 

148. Those who were taken out q( this place two months 
after, in order to be sold as Ulaves, many of whom were otiaens,- 
who had concealed their condition, found « less rigorous fate. 
Thdr wisdom, their patience, and a certain air of probity and 
modesty were of great ^advantage to them, for they were soon 
restored to their liberty, or met wi^ the kindest and most gener- 
ous treatment from their masters. Several of them even owed 
the good usage thev met with to Eiirypides, the finest scenes of 
whose tragedies they repeated to the Sicilians,. Who were ex- 
^mely fond of them ; so that when they returned to their own 
couairy, they went and saluted that poet as their deliverer ; and 
Informed him c^ the admundile efiects wrought in their favour 
by his verses. 

149. The news of the defeat being carried ta Athens the dti- 
zena would not beUeve k at irst $ and were so far fram giving 
credit to the report, that they sentenced that man to dcalfr who 
first pubtished the tiding : but, when it was emiifmed, all the 
AdKnians were smzed inth te utmost consteniatibn ; and, as it 
themsdves had not decreed the war, thejr vented their rage and 
reaentment against the <MPatofs who had promoted the enterprise, 
as well as against the soothsayers, who by their supposed pradi« 
gies, had.flt^red them with the hc^ies of snccesa. 

IIK). They had never been reduced to so dqplorablea condih 
ti(3^i as now, having neither horse, foot, money, galleys, nor maf 
lifierk In a word, they were in the deepest dfl^mir, expectSng 
every moment that the enemy , ehted with so great a victmyy ud 
stiengtheiied by the revolt of the allies^ would cmne and invade 
G 
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Atiieiirbbtb by seirand land, with all the forces of Felopoimfesus. 
Cicero had reason to observe, sf^aking of the battles in the har- 
bour of Syracuse, thatit was there the trbojpi'of Athens, as well as 
' their galleys, were ruined and sunk; ^oKl that in this harbour the 
power and glory of the Athenians were mberably shipwrecked. 

1 5 1 . The Athenians, however, did i<^ Sikfer themselves to be 
wholly dejected, but resumed courage. They now resolved to rsuse 
money on all sides; and to import timber for building ships, in 
order to awe the allies, and particularly the inhabitants of the 
island of Eubcea. They retrenched all supei^iioUs expenses ; 
and established a new council of tocient men, who were to 
weigh and examine all afiairs before they sbodd be proposed to 
the people. In fine, they omitted nothing which might be o. 
service in tl^ present conjuncture;' the alarm which they were 
in, and their common danger, obliging every individual to be at- 
tentive to the necessities of the state, and sedulous to all advice 
diat might promote its interests. 

152. Such was the event of the siege of Syraeuse, the failure 
of whi<:h destroyed the power of those that had undertaken it. 
We have hitherto seen Athens rising m arts and armi^, giving les- 
sons both in politics, humanity, philosophy, and war, to all the 
nations round, and beginning to fix an empire^ which if once es- 
tablished, no neighbouring power coUld o v^throw. But their am- 
bition grew faster than their abilities, and their vieD^s eitendihg 
beyond their capacity to execute, they fell at once from' that 
height to which for e^s they had been assiduously aspiring, • 

153. We Arc noWj dierefore, to be presented withu di^rent 
picture : we are no longer to viewtihis litde state panting for con- 
quests over other nations, but timcn-ously defending itself at home: 
we are no longer to view Athens taking the lead in the councils, 
and conducting the confederate armies of Greece ; they now be- 
come in a measure anmhilated ; they iade from the eye of die his- 
torian, and other natidns, whose names have hitbiertx»beeti scarcely 

* mentioned, emei^e from obscurity. "The rawness of this enter- 
prise was severely punished in th^ loss of their best generals, 
fleets, and armies ;i all now was de^r6yed or left at tlie^m^rc^ of 
those whom they had so unseasonably tindei^aken to subdueJ 

154« Their sllies' began now to think of throwing off itheir 
yoke: and even those who hadi stood neuter took this o^tasion 
to declare against them. But the Lacedsemonfahs^ being more 
particularly- elevated^ resolved to prosecute the war with vigdur ; 
so the winter was spent in preparations on bo^ sides. ^The 
Athenians, in their present distress, scarce knew where to turn ; 
many of ikeir allied dties revolted: and it was with the^utmost 
^Moilt^diat by placing their forces a«d fleets at Samos^they 
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reduced such states as had abandoned tliem to th^iv former pbe- 
dience, and kept the rest m their duty : thus still struggling with 
9 part of their former spirit^ they kept themselves in a condi- 
tion to make head against their enemies, over whom they had 
.obtained several advantages. 

155. Alcibiades, who wa^ w;ell informed of all that passed 
among the Athenians^ sent secretly to |he principal of them at 
Samos/to sound their sentiments ; and to let them know that he 
was not averse to returning to Athens, provided the administra- 
tion of the republic were put into the hands of the great and 
powerful, and not left to the populace, who had expeSed him. 
Some of the principal officers went from Samos with a design to 
concert with him the proper measures for the success of that un- 
dertaking. He promised to procure the Athenians not only the 
favour of the Pcefsians, with whom he had taken refuge, but o. 
the king hio^^elf, upon condition tbey would abolish the democ- 
racy or popular government; because the king would place 
more confidence in^ the engagements of the nobility than upon 
those of the inconstant and c^ricious multitude. 

156. The chief man who opposed his retiu-n was Phrynicus, 
one of the generals, who, to compass his designs, sent word to 
Astyocus, the Lacedaemonian general, that Alcibiades was treat- 
ing with Tissaphernes, to bring him over to the Athenian interest. 
He offered farther to betray to him the whole army and navy of 
the Athenians. But his treasonable practices being all detected 
by the good understanding betwixt Alcibiades and Astyocus, it 
was laid aside, and he was afterwards stabbed in the market-place. 

157. In the mean time, the Athenians went eagerly forward 
to complete that change of government which had been propo- 
sed to them by Alcibiades : the democracy began to be abolished 
in several cities of Athens ; and, soon after, the scheme was 
carried boldly forward by Lysander, who was chiefly copcemed 
in this transaction. To ^e a new form to this government, he 
caused ten commissaries, with absolute power, to be appointed, 
who were, however, at a certain fixed time, to give the people 
an account of what they had done. 

158. At the expiration of that term, the general assembly 
was summoned, wherein their first resolution was, that every pue 
should be admitted to make such proposals as he thought fit, 
without b^ing liable to any accusation for infringing the law, or 
conseduential. penalty. It was afterwards decreed that a new 
couiuS should be formed, with full power to administer the pub- 
lic affairs,, and to elect new magistrates. For this purpose, five 
presidents were established, who nominated on^ hundred pei^ 
son% inclading themselves. Each of these chose and fiS80€iated 
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three more at his own pleasure,' which noAdein all fear hundred, 
in whom an absolute power was lodged. 

159* But to amuse the people, and to console them with a 
shadow of popular government, whilst they instituted a real oli- 
garchy, it was said that the four hundred should call a council of 
five thousand citizens to assist them, when they should judge it 
necessary. The council and assemblies of the people were held 
as usual, nothing was done, however, but by order of the four 
hundred. The people of Athens were deprived in this manner 
of their liberty, which they had enjoyed almost a hundred years, 
after having abolished the tyranny of the Pisistratides. 

160. Tins decree being passed without opposition, after the 
separation of the assembly, the four hundred, armed with dag* 
gers,'and attended by a hundred and twenty young men, whom 
they made use of when any execution required it, entered the 
senate, and compelled the senators to retire, after having paid 
,them die arrears due upon their appouatments. They elected 
new magistrates out of their own body, observingnfae usual cere- 
mony upon such occasions. 

161. They did not think proper to recal those who were bast' 
ished, lest they should authorise the return of Alcibiades, whose 
uncontrollable spirit they apprehended, and who would soon 
make himself master of the people. Abusing their power in a 
tyrannical manner, they put some to death, o&ers th^y banished 
and confiscated their estates with impunity. All who ventured 
to oppose this change, or even to complain of it, were butchered 
upon false pretexts; ajid those were intimidated who demanded 
justice of the murderers. The four hundred soon after their 
establishment sent ten deputies to Samos for the army's concur- 
rence to their establishment. 

162. The army, in the mean time, which was at Sames, pro- - 
tested against those proceedings in the city ; and at the persua- 
sion of Thrasybulus, recalled ^cibiades, and created him general', 
with full power to sail directly to the Pyraeus and crush Ms new 
tyranny. Alcibiades, however, would not give way to this niah 
opinion, but went first to show himself to Tissaphernes, and let 
him know that it was now in his power to treat him as a friend 
or an enemy^ By which means he awed the Atheniana with 'Hs* 
saphemes, ^nd Tissaphernes with the Athenians. When, aftn«- 
wards, the four hundred sent to Samos to vindicate theur pro- 
ceedings, the army was for putting the messengers to deaths and 
persisted in the design upon the Pyrvus ; but Alcibiades, by 
opposing it, manifestly saved the commonweahh. 

163. Ml the mean while, the innovation in Athens had occa* 
sio»edsucii factions and tumults^that the four hundred were more 
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intent upon providing for their safety than prosecuting the war. 
in order to which they fortified that part of the Pyraeus which 
commands the mouth of the haven ; and resolved in case of ex- 
tremity) rather to 1^ in the Lacedaemonians than expose their 
persons to the fury of their fellow-citizens. The Spartans took 
occasion from these disturbances, to hover about with forty*two 
galleys under the conduct of Hegesandrides ; and the Athenians 
with thirty-six under Timochares, were forced to engage them, 
hot lost part of their fleet, and the rest were dispersed. To add to 
which, all Euboea, except Oreus, revolted to the Peloponnesians. ' 

164. This failure of success served to give the finishing blow 
to the power of the four hundred. The Amenians without delay, 
deposed them as the authors of all their troubles and divisions 
under which they groaned. Alcibiades was recalled by unani- 
mous consent, and earnestly solicited to make all possible haste 
to the assistance of the city. But judging that if he returned 
immediatdy to Athens he should owe hb recal to the compassion 
and favour of the people, he resolved to render his return glorious 
and triumphant, and to deserve ft by some considerable exploit. 

165. For this purpose, leavihg Samos.with a small -number 
of ships, he cruised at>out the island of Cos and Cnidos ; and 
having learnt that Mindarus, the Spartan admiral, was ssuled to 
the Hellespont with his whole fleet, and that the Athenians were 
in pursuit of him, he steered that way with the utmost diligence 
to support them, and arrived happily with his eighteen vessels 
at the time the fleets were engaged near Abydos, in a battle 
which lasted till night, without any advantage on either side. 

166. His arrival gaVe the Spartans new courage at first, who 
believed him still their friend, and dispu-itfii the Athenians. 
But Alcibiades han^ng out the Athenian flag in the admiral's 
galley, fell upon them, and put them to flight ; and animated by 
his success, sunk their vessels and made a great slaughter of 
their soldiers, who had thrown themselves mto the sea to sav^ 
themselves by swimming. The Athenians having taken, thirty 
of their galleys, and retaken those they had lost, erected a trophy. 

167* Alcibiades after the victory went to visit Tissaphernes, 
who was so far from receiving him as he expected, that he imme- 
diately caused him to be sei^, and sent away prisoner to Sar* 
dis, telling him he had orders from the king to make war agajnst 
the Athenians ; but the truth is, he was afraid of being accused 
to his master by the Peloponnesians, and tiiougfat 1by this act of 
injustice to purge himself from all former imputations. 

168. Alcibiades, after thirty days, made his escape to Clazo- 
nenes; and soon after bore down upon the Peloponnesian fleet, 
which rode at anchor before the port of Cyzicus. With twenty 
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of his best ships be broke through the enemy, pursued those 
who abandoned their ships and fled to laqdy and made a great 
slaughter. The Athenians took all the enemies' ships, -made 
themselves masters pf Cysicus, while Mingimis, Uie Lacedaemo- 
nian general, was found among^the number of the slain. 

l69- Alcibiades well knew how to make use of the victorylie*' 
bad gained ; and at the head of his conquering forces took seve- 
ral cities which had revolted from the Athenians. Chalcedon, 
Salymbria, and Byzantium were among tlie number. Thus, 
(lushed with conquest, he seemed to desire nothing so ai^ently 
as to be once more ^ seen by his countrymen, as Iris presence 
would be a triumph to his friends, and an insult to his enemies. 

170. Accordingly, being recalled, he set sail for Athens. Be- 
sides the ships covered with bucklers and sooils of all sorts in 
.the manner of. trophies, a great number ot vessels also were 
towed after him by way of triumph; he displayed also the en- 
signs and ornaments of those he had burnt, which were more 
than the others, the whole amounting to about two hundred ships. 

I7l* It is said, that reflecting on what had been done against 
him, upon approaching the port, he was struck with some terror, 
.and was afraid to quit his vessel till he saw from the deck a great 
number of his friends and relations, who were come to the shore 
to receive him, and earnestly entreated him to land. As' soon as 
he w^ landed, the , multitude who canie out to meet him, fixed 
their eyes upon him; thronged about him; saluted him with 
loud acclamations, and crowned him with garlands : he received 
their congratulations with great satisfaction : he desired to hp 
discharged from his former condemnation, and obtained from 
the priests an ab|plution from all their former denunciations. 

172. Yet notwithstanding these triumphs, the real power of 
Athens was now no more : the strength of the state was gone : 
and even the passion for liberty was lost in the common degene- 
racy of thelimes.: many of the meaner sort of the people pas- 
sicmaitely oesired that Alcibiades would take the sovereignty 
upon him ; they even desired him to set himself above the reach 
of envy, by securing all power in his own person i the great, 
however, were not so sanguine in their gratitude, they were con- 
tent with appointing him generalissimo of all their forces : they 
granted him whatever he demapded,and gave him for colleagues 
t)ie generals most agreeable to him. 

173. He set sail accordingly with a huiylred ships, and steered 
for the island of Andros that had revolted ; where, having -de- 
feated the inhabitants, he went from thence to Samos, intending 
to make that the seat of the war. In the mean time, the Lacede- 
monians, justly alarmed at his success, made choice of a general, 
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s^posed to J;^ capable of making head agaiogt him : for ■ this, 
reason they ^zed upon Lysander^ who, tho^g[h bcNrn of the high- 
est, family, had been bred up to hardships, and paid an entire 
respect to the discipline and manners of his counti^. 

174. He was brave and aspiring, and, like his countrymen, 
sacrificed all sorts of pleasures to his ambition. He had an 
evenness and sedateness of temper, which made all conditions of 
life sit easy on him, but withal was extremely insinuating, crafty 
and designing, and made his interest the only measure of truth 
and falsehood. This , deceitful temper was observed to run 
through the whole course of his life ^ upon which occasion it 
was said that he cheated children with foul play, and men witli 
perjury : and it was a maxim of hjs own, that when the lion fails 
we must make use of the fox. 

175. Lysander, having brought his ariny to Ephesus, gave or- 
ders for assembling ships of burden from all parts, and erected an 
arsenal for building of galleys^ he made the ports free for mer- 
chants.; gave public places to artificers; put all arts in motion; 
and by. these means, filled the ci^y with riches, and laid the 
foundation of that magnificence which it afterwards obtamed< 

176. \Vhil3t he was making these dispositions, he received ad- 
vice that Cyrus, the Persian' prince, was arrived at Sardis; he 
th^refore^setout from Ephesus to make him a. visit, and to com- 
plain of Tissaphernes^ whose iliiplicity and treachery had been 
fatal to their pommon cause. Cyrus, who had a personal enmity 
to' that general, came into the views of Lysander, agreed to in- 
crease the seamen's pay, and to give him all the assistance in 
his powet. . ' 

, 177. The largess filled the whole fleet with ardour,and alacri- 
ty, and almost unmanned the enemies' galleys; the greatest part 
of the mariners deserting to the party where the pay was be^t. - 
The Athenians, in despair, upon receiving this news, endeaypur- 
e4 to conciliate Cyrus by the interposition of Tissaphernes ; but 
he. would not hearken to them, nptw;ithstanding the satrap repre^ 
seated that it was not for the king's interest to aggrandise the 
Lacedaemonians, but to, balance the power of one side with that 
of the other, in order to perpetuate tne war, and to ruin both by 
their own divisions. 

178. Alcibiades^ on tl^e othet hand, having occasion to leave 
the fleet, in order to rajse the supplies, gave the command of his 
fleet to Antiochus, with express command. not to ei^gage or at- 
tack the eiiemy in his absence. ^] Aptiochus, however, was .wi^ 
Img to do some action that mig^^ him favour withpi^t a 

partner in the glory : he was so far, therefor^ , from • observing 
the orders that were giveii him^^ that he presently s^jled aiifay 
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lor Cphesus ; and, st the very mondi of the harbour, used every 
art to prowAe the enfimy to an engagement.. 

- 179* Lysander at first manned out a lew slnps to repel las in- 
SttlU ; but as the Athenian ships advanced to support Antiochoa, 
other galleys belonging to the Lacedaemonians also came on, till 
both &ets arrived by litde and httk, and the engagement became 
general on both sides. Lysander at length was victorious : Ami- 
odius was skin, and fifteen galleys were taken. It was in vun 
that Alcibiades soon after came up to the relief of his friends ; 
it was in vain that he offered to .renew the combat; Lysander, 
contBit with the victory he had gained, was unwilling again to 

Hrust to fortune. 

180. The fickle multitude of Athens, again, therefore, began 
to accuse Alcibiades of insufficiency. He who was just before re- 
spected even to adoration, was now discarded upon fi groundless 
suspicion thi^ he had not done his duty. But it was the glory he 
had obtained by his past services tiiat now ruined him ; for his 
continual success had begot in the people such an/Opinion of him, 
that they thought it impossible for him to fail in anything he un- 
dertook ; and, from thence his enemies took occasion to question 
bis integrity, and to impute to him both his own and other mis- 
carriages. 

181. Callioratides was appointed to succeed Lysander, whose 
year was expired ; alike severe to himself and outers, inaccessi- 
ble to flattery and sloth, the declared enemy of luxury, he re^ 
tained the modesty, temperailce, and austerity of the ancient 
^artans, virtufs that began to distinguish him particularly, as 
they were not too common in his time. His probity and Justice 
were proofs against all things ; his simplicity and integrity ab- 
horred all fal^hood and fraud, to which were joined a tmly 
Spartan nobleness and grandeur of soul. 

182. The first attempt of the admiral was against Methyma, 
iti Lesbos, which he took by storm. He then threatened Conon^ 
who was appointed general of the Athenians, that he would 
make him leave debauching the sea ; and accordingly soon aftei* 
pursued him into the port of Mytilene with a hundred and 
seventy sail, took thirty of his ships, and besi^ed him in the 
town^ from which he. cut off all provisions. 

183. He soon after took ten slups more out of twelve, which 
were coming to his relief. Then hearing that the Athenians 
had fitted out their whole strength, consisting of a hundred and 
fifty sul, he left fifty of his ships under Etonicus, to^carry on 
the siege of Mytilene, and with a hundred and twenty more met ' 
the A^enians at Arginusae, over against Lesbos. 

l$4. His Dilot advised him to retreat lor that the enemy was 
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superior in oua^r* H« toki hiiiv tksrt Sparta wouM be ticYer 
the worse inhabited though he were Slain. The fight Msrlofig 
and obBtiniaey uiitii at Ikst the shfp of CaMkraddes, charging 
thfiNi^ the enemy was sunk, and the rest fled. The f^eiopon- 
nesiaas lost about seventy sail^ and Ae Athenians twenty-five, 
wkh Biost of the men in them. 

185. The Athenian admirals, i^ho had the joint command of 
^e fleety instead of -being rewarded for so signal a vittory, wer6 
made a barbarons instance of the power and ingratitude of tireir 
feHow-cjiieens. Upon a relation of the fight before the senate, it 
was allied tliey had sufiered their men who were shipwrecked 
to be lost, when they might 4iave saved them ! upon which they 
were cfanmed in irons, m brier to answer it to the people. 

186. They urged i^ their defence, that they were pursuing 
the enemy, and, at the same time, gave orders about talcing up 
the men to those whose business it more peculiarly was, particu* 
larly to Theramenes, who was now their accuser : but yet that 
thev orders could not be exe<!nted by reason of a vident storm 
whkh happened at that time. This seemed so reasonable and 
satisfactoty that several stood up smd offered to bail them ; but, 
in another assembly, the popular incendiaries demanded justice, 
and so awed the judges, that Socrates was tlie only man who 
had conrage enough to declare he would do nothmg contrary to 
law, and accordingly refused to act. 

1 87* After a long debate, eight of the ten were condemned, and 
six of them were put to death, among whom was Pericles, son of 
the great Pericles. He declared that they had failed in nodiing of 
their duty, as they had given orders that the d^ad bodies should 
be taken up: that if any one were guilty, it was he, who b«ing 
charged with these orders, had neglect to put them in exiK;u- 
tion ; but that he accused nobody, and that the tempest which 
came on unexpectedly at the very instant, was an unanswerable 
a|)ology, and entirely discharged the accused from all guilt. 

188. He demanded that a whole day should be allowed them 
to make their defence, a favoqr not denied to the most criminal, 
and that they should be tried separately. He represented, that 
they were not in the least obliged to precipitate a sentence 
wherein the lives of the most illustrious of the citizens were con- 
cerned: that it Was in some measure attacking the gods, to 
make men responsible for the winds and weather : tl»t they 
could not without the most flagrant ingratitude and injustice put 
the conquerors to dasth, to whom th^ ought to decree crowns 
and honours, or ghre up the defenders of dieir country to the 
rage of diote who envied them : that if they did so, their unjust 
ittdgment would be fWltowed by a sudden, but vain repentance, 
G2 
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.wbiph would leave b^und it the sharpest remoraey and cover 
i^ein w^tb. e^nal shame and infamy. 

1 89* AmoPg the aumber also was Diomedon, a peisoB equally 
ei!i;^ne!ilt for his yalour aod his probity, as he was carrying to exe^ 
Qti^tiorii be d^eiiianded t9 be heard. ^' Athenians/' said he, ^^ I irish 
the sentence you have passed upon us, may not prove the misr 
/prtjui^^ of theLm)ublic ;:,bui I have one favour to ask of you: in 
behalf of iny polteagues and myself, which is to acquit us before 
^le gpds of the yo|vs we niade to th^ for you and ourselvesy-as 
we.ar^ pot .in,ja!^ndition to discharge them : for it is to tlieir 
prQtectipn,jihyoked before the battle, ^e acknowledge that we 
^j:e^ ii^c;bt(^4 /or .th^ yic^ciry gained by us over the enemy." . 

1901, There wai^not a go(Kl citizen that did not melt into tears . 
at tb^.discoprse, j^q» full of goodness anJ. i«ljgion, and admire 
with ^'uTj^ise the ^lodciration of a person^ wIk) seeing, himself 
unj^tly condemii^^j^id not, however^ vent the least- resenr- ^ 
n^^t^ pr «y^ 'co>)^If|fintsu^^ his judges, but was solely intent 
(ii^ faybijr. of.a^ i^)gJ^atefu^country which had doomed them tf> 
Dfr^b),.upp|:^ ^hat be myed Jo the gpds, in. common with; them, 
tor thej^victpry they bi|d lately obtained. 
' ^,191. Xhis conipUQation of injustici^ and ingratitude seemed to 
give i^ finishing blp^ to the a^^^ Athman stat^$ they 

struggled for a while after their defeat: at Syracuse |[ b^t from 
Hence they were entirely sunk, thqugh seemingly in the arm^'of 
yifitpry, ' '...,.•-., "V . , 

,192. The enemy, after their last defeat, had once more re^ 
course to Lysander, who liad sp often led tl^em.tp conquest f on 
bipi tbey placed their chief confidence, and ardently sc4icited 
his return. The Lacedaemonians, to gratify tlieir allies, and yet 
to observe their laws, which forbade that honour being confer- 
ri'^ twice on the same person, sent him with an inferior title, 
but, with the power of admiral* 

■I93. Thus appointed, Lysander sailed towards the Helles- 
pp^jt, and laid siege Jo Lampsacus : the place was carried by 
stprm, arid abandoned by Lysander to the mercy of the soldiers. 
TJie'Atheriiahs, whp followed him close, upon the news of his 
sHcicess, steered forward towards Qlestus ; and, from thence sail- 
ing alpng the coast,halte(j over a^inst the enemy at iEgosPo- 
tain'os, a place fata^ fw 

'194. Th^ Hellespont is not above two thousand paces broad 
iti[|hat place. The two armies seeing theios^ves so near each 
oth^rjj "explected'only"^to rest that day^ and were in hopes of 
coming to a battle on the next. But Lysander had> another de« 
sign in.xiew| be commanded the seamen and pilots to go on 
board th^ir galleys, as if they were In reality to fight the nekt 
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i^^liOg at break pf day 5 ^o ,hQld tb^ms^ves in reKctmess^ and 
fe.Wi*H hijJ.oMeris ;ia|>rofo\ih(i sifeile^./, - :;..* ^ •; ^" •^ '*' 

195. He ordered the Jj^nd J^riijC in likps pai^tier to itrscirii^iii 
fjfUtle, M^an lybf c^t, aridyo wait^the daj WithgWWy*»i«fe^ 
i^.^bs : «i9rni#?> '^^Isoqn^s ;t^ie ^i^a iiras tisen^ tWIr S^thAiHrtt* 
tsppWUQ roif JoWcis thei^i ii4cb' their wltale^il<kt it)' oiiif Htte, 
»Dd^|p b^4|h^m defiatlc^. . I^ysa^der^, though lus ships w^re. 
fi§8»sl.Jn:OCiJerj6f^battle^ tjiiei'r; heads toWards'the-tttfJwy/ 

^y Sjtilj without making any ^^^^ t ' . '.* ►'' ;*^*^ 

►; .^5§v^o the eyehing/wl^en the<Atheman9 -^rithdi^w^ fa^'tB^ 
not suffer l|is sold^i^ to^ojt$h0re till tW9 or thVe^ galley^ which' 
h^ Jiad sent out tp observe them^ wer^ retu^rned'wrthitdtvicfr'tfiat 
ttiejr had sei^n the enemy land.' The next' day |5assed:^(ti the 
same, maa^y as did the third imdfoi|fttll•^^ Such a::ciDiiduct^ 
W^ch aisued reservie and^^apprehepsioiiy^exfremefy migi^ented 
tjie sec^unty. and boldness of the' .AtheAians^'aAd; inspirod' 'them 
with a I4gh contempt for an' army ^th f<^ar fft^vented-iirom 
showing themselves', or attempting" any Aing. *" - ^ - ; ..- 
,,197. Whilst this passed, Aldfeiades, whq was nearHbe'fl^t, 
t^k hors[e and came to the Athenian geperalsj, tg whpnriierep- 
r^nte^^/that ibey kept upcMi- a very. disadVatftageous cditst, 
^.faiiere there, were neither ports, nor cities in the nei|^oui4ib6d i 
^t ^ey were cJbiiged to bring (heir proyisions from Sest6s ^ji^itli 
gl<^_danger ^d difficulty.; and that they were itiery niikii in 
th% ,yicroQg to suffer the soldiers and inariners of the fleet, as soon 
as they were ashore, to i^aggleand dispersn^ themselves at'* dieir 
pleasure, whilst th^.. enemy V fleet ^ced them in viewj aceus- 
^omed to execute the prders of their gene^ with ]lIlitilh^ obedi- 
ence, and u^n the slightest signal. . ^" . . - . i. 
/ 198^, He pffered also to attack the enemy 1i>y land with a string 
body of 'Diracian troops, and- to ^foi*c<thent'to a battle. --^ The 
generab, especially Tydeus and Menilnder/ jeatous of their^kn^ 
mafidji did not consent themselves with reftlsipg his oflersf^^firom 
the opinion^' that if the event proved unfonunate,,'the>hbiie 'blame 
wpuki fs^l uponjthem, and if favourable^ rthatAlcibiad^ wOdld 
engross t^e honour of it ; bu^ Rjected a^so wl)h inshlt his if^iat arid 
^utary coansel ^ as if a man in disgrace lost iiis sense and* abili- 
ties with ^the favour o( the commoniireaithf - Ateibiades- imltbdremr. 

199. XJie fifth day the Athenians presented them»^lves'again^ 
and oflered him bat^, fetiring itithe evenittg aci;oi*ding 4€kCQ6- 
to^ with rnpre in^uhiag aijs than the'dstys ^ore» Lysatider, 
as ustiaf, detache^ some gidlays to observe them, witlv^eii^ to 
re|um with the utmost ' d|ligence' ^hen |hey saiw th<e AtbeoiaBs 
tandedVitii'd to^put a l>rQwn buckler "at each ship^s'head, as si(H>n 
as tfieyjeacbea jh^^^^ of liie e^nnel: Himadi^ iHrthe 
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I timc^ no liimigli die whole lioe in his galley^ eihoniflg 
the pilots and officenr to hold the seamen and sddien in reaiti* 
tess to row and fight on the first sigiml. 

200. As soon as the boclders were pat up in Uie slttps^heaiis^ 
and the admiral's gaUe/ had given the signal by the soand of 
tmaxpeif the whole Ito^ set forward in gcwd orckr. The hmd 
aimyi at the same time, made all possible haste to the top of 
the promontory to see the battle. The strait that separates the 
two continents in this place is aboot fifteen stadia/ or three 
quarters of a Jeague in breadth, which space was presently 
iA&undy through the nctivhy and (filigence of the rowers. 
, 201. Conon^the Athenkm general, was the, first who per^ 
ceived from shore the cnony's fieet advance in good order to at«* 
tack him $ upon which.he immecBately cried out Hor the troops to 
embflorfc. In the hdgfatofsorrow and perplexity, some he called 
to by their names, some he cenj ured, dnd others he forced to go 
on board their ^leys : but ul his endeavolu« and emotions 
Were inefiegtuai, the soldiers being di^iersed on all sides. 

202. For they were no sooner come on siMMre, than some were 
run to the a«Uers ; some to walk in the country, some to sleep in 
theur tents, and others to b^n to dress their suppers. This pro- 
ceeded from the want of vi^bmce and experience in their gene- 
rals, who, not suspecting m least danger, indulged thonselves 
in^taking their repose, uid gave their soldiers the same liberty* 

203. The enemy Imd ahwady fallen on with loud cries, and ar 
great ncHse e( their oars, when Coinon, disengaging himself with 
nine galleys, of which number was the sacred ship, he stood 
away for Cyprus, where he took refuge ^frith Evagoras. Tlie 
Peloponnesians falling upon the rest of the fleet took immediate-^ 
ly the galleys wluch were empty, and disabled and destroyed 
such as b^an to fill with men. The soldiers, wl)o ran without 
order or arras to ^ir relief, were either killed in the endeavour 
to get on boa^d, or flying on shore, were cut to pieces by the 
enemy, who landed in pursuit of them. 

204. Lysander took three thousand prisoners with all the gene 
rals, Jind the whole fleet, after having plundered the camp, and 
fastened the enemies' gaUeys to the stems of his own, he returned 
to Lampsacus amidst the sounds of flutes and songs of triumph. 
It was his glory to have addeved one of the greatest miUtary ex- 
ploits recinrded in history, with little or no loss; and to have 
terminated a war in the sdmU space of an hour, which had al- 
ready lasted seven and twenty years, and winch, perhaps, with- 
ot^ him, had been of a much longer' cmitinuance. Lysander im- 
mediately sent despatches widi tms agreeable news to %Mirta. 

205* The three thousand vriaoners tdien iti dus bottle having 
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becacoMtenoed to die, Ljwider called imoB Hdlodet, ^oe of 
the AthoEwi gnwrals, wiio but caused aO the priaooen takca 
in two gaHeys, tho one of Androt, the odier of Corinthi to be 
tfammftamthetopof apiec^Mce; and had Ibnnerl j penuaded 
the people of Athens to make a decree for cutting on die tfaomb 
of me right hand of aU the priaoners of war, in order to disable 
them from fanndhng the pike; and that they might be fit only to 
serve at the oar. 

20& Lysander, therefore, cansed Urn to be bioagfat forth, 
and asked him iN^iat sentence he woidd pass upon himself for 
having induced his city to pass that cruel decree. Philocks, 
without departii^ from his haughtinem in the least, nolwith- 
standing the ex^me danger he was in, made answer, << Accuse 
not pM^ile of cihnes who have no judges, but as you are victors 
use your r^^ 9md do by us as lire Mi done by you if we had 
conquered." At the same instant he went into a bath; put on 
afterwards a amgnificent robe^ and marched foremost to the exe- 
ciBlion. All the prisoners were pot to die sword except Ada- 
manias, who had opposed the decree. 

207* When the news of the entire defeat of the army came to 
Athens, by a slnp which arrived in thetm^^ at the Pyraeus, the 
city waa in consternation. They naturally expected a siege ; and, 
ia feet, Lysander was preparii^ to besiege them. Nothii^ was 
heard but cries of sorrow and despair in everv part of it. They 
iniaguied the enemy already at their gates; they represented to 
tbemselves the miseries of a Umg siege, a cruel famine, the ruin 
and burning of their city, die iniM^ence of a proud victor, and 
the shameful slavery they were upon the point of experiencing, 
more afUcting and insupportable to them than the most severe 
pnnishmaits, and death itself. The next day the assembly was 
sunmioned, wherein it was resdved to shut up aU the ports, one 
only excelled, to repair die breaches in the walls, and mount 
goutl to prepare against the si^. 

208. Their fears were soon confirmed by reafity. Lysander, 
finding numbers of Athenians dispersed in different cities, com-^ 
nmnded thcan idl on the pain of death to take shelter in Athens. 
This he did witl| a design so to crowd the city as to be able soon 
' to reduce it by famine. In effect, he soon after arrived at the 
DNurt of Athens with a hundred and fifty sail. While Agis and 
nusanias, the two kings of Sparta, advanced with their army 
to hesie^it by land. 

209* The wretched Adienians, thus hemmed hi on every side, 
without provisions, ships or hopes of relief, prepared to meet the 
last entremiQr widi patience; m this manner, without speaking 
the teait imd of acapitidatMm, and dying in die streets by nui 
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b«rt'tiK3rob8tlftat«]y ^ontkuied on tlie defensive-; but, aii^i^h, 
thcJ»'COTB>«nd iproviMons being enUrely coMumed^ they fotml 
tkem8eLve^>ttfinp«Iledt&send deputies to Aeis, with^ffercof aban- 
doiSiBf all'tb^irp^)S6«0siof>8, their city $itfd <{)qrt only excepted*. 
'< 2iO» The h^ghty LacediflMnonian referred their d^uties: to 
tlie<staie ifse}^ and when the suppliant deputies had^nade Jcnown 
ttieir^commissions' to the;- ephori, they were ordered to retire, 
and to come with other proposals, if they expected peace.. . . 
i'«^llMf>le#»gtk, Theraxneiseti, an Athenian, undertook^ to man- 
age the-: treaty ^ithl^ysander; and -after three months of close 
emiference, he'receivedfuH flower to,treat at Lacediemon.i When 
bBy'attlmded'by niAeotherS) airclved before the epfapri,4t;was. there 
strong^ uii^dliy'some of ^he confederates, that Athens shotiid 
bi^te^ly destroyed, witho^thearkeningto any iurther proposals. 
^Itp 9it^' the. Laeeddsmonians told them they, woidd^iot de* 
sUby- a eify which had fco eminently resc-oed Greece ivi th^ j^ioist 
criticdHuRctuhe t that the lelng wafis- and4he< Pyraeus should be 
dehM^hed ^ tKat th^y should deliver upall theiivshi^s bi^t twelve : 
that they should restore all their exiles^ tbipitthiey should make 
arleligue 60ehst^ aiM defensive wfth the- Lacedaemonians, and 
scrvetbehi. ki all their !expeditibns beth>y sea fuid lao^ , , . - 
T "Si S/Thei'amenes, being retarded with the articles to Athens, 
wAJ'asfced why he aeted so cdntr^ay to- the- Intention^ of ^'he- 
mistdcles) and 'gave those walls-into the bands of the Lacedae- 
lkoman5,'Wliich he bulk in defiance of them* ?^/M have ihy eye," 
9Ky9 hey ^^ upon Themistecles'- design 5* he raised these waUs for 
Ihe preservation %of the city,-'fend I for the very same reason 
wonld have them destroyed ; for if waHs only secuce. a dty. 
Sparta) which has done, is i& a very ill, cmidition.'? 
'* 2^144 The-Atheniansj at another time, would not have thought 
this* a satisfactory answer, but being reduced 4o the; la9t extretai- 
ty, it <lid notadmit of a long debate whether they, should accept 
the treaty., At last, Lysander coimng up-the Pyr^eus, dc^molished 
the walls Vith great sblemmty,'and all the insulting t/iumphs of 
music/ Thus /a final period; was put to this unhappy, war, 
which had continued seven and twenty' years, 4n whicb lie^s 
of treasure find a dduge of blood were ^xmiusted. ' 

'_/..,■■:.■;■;'/ vcha^er-xl >-'\' ; ;'••. . 

Wfrqmtfi^ penud^ionpf the Athenian P(^iar to* the Death of 

"^T^TifB.TictDry of Lysanderwas^ so terrible a jshock tO'Atl^^ 
thatit onSt survived to^ be sensible of ihc lots of its^ow&powerj 
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boweveri tjbe conquerors were so generous as not to extinguish 
the name ; they said they would not be guilty of putting out one 
of the eyes of Greece ; but they imposed some farmer marks of 
conquest on them ^ they obliged the people to demolish the (ie- 
mocracy and submit to the government of thirty meii^ who were 
qommonly known by the name of the thirty tyrants. 

2« Though the Greeks were apt enough to give that name to 
men of yirtuous characters, these men; who were the creatures 
of ^Lysaifder, m every i^espect deservW the most opprpbijous 
denomination : instead of compiling and publishing a mpre^per- 
feet body of laws, which was tne pretence of their -beiifg chosen, 
they began to exert their power of life and death : and though 
they constituted a senate and *other magistrates, they made^no 
farther tise . of them than to confirm their authority, and to see 
tbeur commands executed. . ..* 

3. However, they at first acted cautiously, and condemned oQly 
the most det^t^d and scandalous part of the citizens, such as lived 
by evidencing and' informing: but thi^ was only to give a colour 
to tlieir proceedings : their design was to make themselves abso- 
lute \ and,1uiowing that was notto be done without a foceign poyv- 
er^ their bext step was to desir^ that a guard might be sent d)em 
from Sparta, until such' time a$ they could clear the city of aJtl 
disaffected persons, and thoroughly settle the government. - 

4. Lysander accordingly prociired them, a^ guard und^r the 
command of Callibius, who, by bribes and artifices was brought 
over to thieir designs j and then, they were seeti to act without 
control, ifilling the city with the blood' of those^ who on jiccoupt 
oi^ their riches, interest, or good qualities, were most likely to 
make head against them. 

5. One of the first acts of their (Stielty was in procuring 
the death of Alcibiades, who had takeii refuge ih the^dominjons 
of Persia. This unfortunate gieneral, still mindful* of the? debt he 
owed his country, employed his utmost attention in giving it the 
earliest notices of what could afTect its freedom or its safety. Cy- 
rus, the prince of Persia, having resolved to dethrone his brother 
Artaxerxes, entered into a treaty with the Laeedsemokiians to 
assist him in his designs. 

6* Alcibiades did all that was in his power to obstruct the 
scheme 5 but the Lacedaemonian partisans ' at Athens,' that .is^ to 
say, the thirty tyrants, apprehended the intrigues of io superior 
a genius as his ; and represented to their masters that they were 
inevitably ruined if the/ did not find beans tojrid themselves of 
Alcibiades. ; r * 

7. The Lacedamonians,. thereujxin ^rote to Pharnabasus, 
and with an "iJbjert meaianess hot to be eiccasea, and whith show* 
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ed how much Sparta had degenerated from hevandent'mBiinav, 
Hiade pressing mstances to him to deliver them at anjr rate from 
so formidable an enemy. This satrap complied with thm- 
wishes. Alcibiades was then in a small town c( Phr^gia, where 
be lived with his concubine Timandra. Those who weve sent 
to ^11 him, not daring to enter his house, contented themselres 
whh surrounding and setting it on fire. 

8. Alcibiades having quitted it through the fiomes, sword in 
handy the barbarians were afraid to stay to come to blows^with 
him, but flying and retreating as he advanced, they poured their 
darts and arrows upon him from a distance, and he fell dead 
upon the spot. Timandra took up his body and having adorned 
and covered it with the finest robes she had, she made as mag- 
nificent a funeral for it as her present condition wodd admit. 

9* Such was the end of Alcibiades, whose great virtues were ' 
stifled aivd suppressed by still greater vices. It is not easy to 
say whether his good or bad qindities were more pernicious to 
hb country ; for with the one he> decdved, and with the other 
he oppressed it. In him distinguished valour was uniled with 
nobility of blood. His person was beautiful and finely made ; 
he was eloquent, of great ability in affairs, insinuating, and 
formed for charming all mankind. 

10. He loved glory, hut without prejudice to his inclination 
for pleasure ; nor was he so fond of pleasure as to neglect hb 
glory for it : he knew how to g^ve into or obstnict himself from 
the allurements of luxury, according to the situation of his af- 
fairs. Never was there ductility of genius equal to his ; he 
metamorphosed himself with incredible facility into tiie most 
contrary forms ; and supported them all with as much ease and 
grace, as if each had been natural to him. 

11. In this manner the thirty proceeded, and fearing to be 
opposed by the multitude, they invested three thousand citizens 
with some part of their power, and by tfieir assistance prtterved 
the rest. . out thoroughly emboldened by siich an accession to 
their party, they agreed to single out eveiy one his man, to put 
them to death, and seize their estates for the maintenance of their 
garrison. . Theramenes, one of their number, was the only man 
that was struck with horror at their proceedings : wherefbre Cri- 
tias the principal author, thought it necessary to remove faim, and 
accused him to the senate of endeavouring to subvert the statel 

12. Sentence of death was therefore pcosed upon him, and he 
was obli^d to drink the juice of hemlock, the usual mode of ex^ 
edition then in Athens. Socrates, whose disciple he had been, 
was the only person of the senate who ventured to appear in his 
^fence i he made an attemot to rescue him out of t)»r hands of 
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the officer of jiutkei and after his execution went abont at it 
were in defiance of the thirty, exhortii^ and animating the se- 
nators and citizens against them. 

13. Tiie tyrants delivered from a colleague, whose presence 
alone was- a continual reproach to them, no longer observed any 
measures. Nothing passed throughout the city but imprison- 
inents and murders. Every body trembled for themselves o)* 
thdr friends. The general desolation had no remedy, nor was 
there any hopes of regaining lost liberty. 

14. All the citizens of any consideration in Athens, and who 
retained a love of freedom, quitted a place reduced to so hard 
and shameful a slavery, and sought elsewhere an asylum and 
retreat where they might live in safety. ' The Lacedsnnonians 
had the inhumanity to encteayour to deprive those unha{^ fu- 
gitives of this last resource. 

15. They published an edict to prohibit the cities of Greece 
from giving them refuge : decreed that they should be delivered 
up to the thirty tyrants ; and condemned all such as should con- 
travene the execution c^ this edict, to pay a fine of five tai^its. 
Only two cities rejected with disdain so unjust an ordinance — 
M^fara and Thebes, the latter of which made a decree to minbh 
all persons whatsoever that should see an Athenian attacked by 
jib enemies without doing his utmost to assist him. Lysias, 
an orator of Syracuse, who had been banished by the thirty, 
raised five hundred soldiers at his own expense, and sent them 
to the aid of the commcm country of eloquence. 

16. Thrasybulus, a man of admirable character, who had long 
depl(»«d the miseries of his country, was now the first to relieve 
It. At Thebes he fell into a consultation with his fellow-citizens, 
and the result was, that some vigorous efibrt, though it carried 
ever so much danger, ought to be made for the benefit of the pub- 
lic liberty. Accordingly, with a party of thirty men only, as 
Nepos says, but, as Xenophon more probably says, of near seven-< 
ty, he seized upon Phyle, a strong castle on the frontiers of Attica. 

17., This enterprise gave the alarm to the t)rrants, who im- 
mediately marched out of Athens with their three thousand fol- 
, lowers, and their Spartan guard, and attempted the recovery of 
the place, but were repulsed with loss. Finding they could not 
carry it by a sudden assault, they resolved upon a siege ; but 
not being sufficiently provided for that service, and a great snow 
falling that night, they were forced to retire the next day into 
the city, leaving o^|y part of their guard to prevent any further 
excursions into the country. 

18. Encpuraged by this success, Thrasybulus no longer kept 
himself confined, but marched out of Phyle by night, and at the 
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bead of a body of a thousand men seised on the Pyraeans. The 
thirty fiew thither with their troops^ and a battle sul&cieiilly 
warm ensued ; but as the soldiers on one side fought with -valour 
and vigour for their liberty^ and on the other with indolenceand 
negkcjt^f for the power of their oppressors, the success was not 
doabtfdl> foui followed the better cause ; the tjrrants w^^ over- 
thrown; Critias was killed upon the spot ; and as the rest of the 
ariny were takhig to flight, Thrasybulus cried out, " Wherefore 
do you fly from me as from ^ victor rather than assist me as an 
avenger of your liberty ? We are not enemies, i>ut fellow-citi- 
zens, nor have- we declared war against the dty, but against the 
thir^r tyrants;^'. 

19*:'Hecofitinued with bidding them remember, that they had 
the*same origin, coimtry, laws and; religion : he exhorted them 
to compassionate their exiled brethren ; to restore to them their 
country, and resume their liberty themselves. This discourse 
had suitable effects : the army, upon their return to Athens, ex- 
pelled, the thirty,, and substituted ten persons to govern in their 
room, but whose conduct proved no better than that of those 
whom: Ihey succeeded.^ , ■ - .. 

SOi Though the government was thus altered, and the thir^ 
were deposed^om power, they ^ill had hopes of being reinstated 
in their former authority, and sent messengers tOt Lacedeemoa 
to ftemand aid. Ij^ysander was for granting it to them, but Pau* 
sanius,; who then, reigned in Sparta, moved with compassion at 
the deplorable condition of, the Athenians, favoured them in se? 
cret,. and, obtained a peace for them: it wa^ sealed with, the 
blood of the tyifants, who having taken arms, to reinstate them* 
sejv^ in the , goverpmisnt, wer^e put to the sword, and Athen-i 
left in full possession of its liberty. .. . 

pi. Thrasybulus^ then proposed an amnesty, by which.. the 
citizens engaged uppn.oath that all past actions should be buried 
in oblivion, and the government was re-established in its ancient 
forms : their laws were restored to their past vigour: the magis- 
trates elected with the usual ceremonies; and democracy. was 
once move restored to, this unfortunate people. Xenophon ob- 
serves, that this intest,ine fury had consumed as many in eight 
mphths, as the Peloponnesian war had done in ten years. . 

.22.. Uppn the re-establishment of affairs in Athens, the other 
states enjoyed the sariSe tranquillity, or rather kept in a quiet 
subjection.to Sparta, which now held the undoubted sovereignty 
of (?r^ce^. But it being a maxim with the Spartans that tins 
sovereignty was not to be maintained but by a constant course of 
action,,they were still seeking fresh occasions for war ; and part 
of their 6;»rces, together with another bodv of Grecians, bemgat 
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this time engaged in a quarrel between the Persian king and liis 
brother, it will be necessary to pass over into Asia, and r^te so 
much of the Persian affairs as concerns the expedition of Cyrus, 
wherein those forces were employed ; especially since it: is at- 
tended with circumstances which if duly considered, will easily 
make it pass for one q( the greatest actions of antiquity. 

23. It has been already observed, that Cyrus, the son of Da- 
rius Nothus, saw with pain his elder brother Artaxerxes upon 
the throne 5 and more than once attempted to remove him. Ar- 
taxerxes was not insensible of what he had to fear from a brother 
of this enterprising and ambitious spirit : but could not refuse 
pardoning him on the prayers and tears of his mother Parysatis, 
who doated upon this youngest son. He removed him, there- 
fore into Asia, to his government, confiding in him, contrary to 
all the rules of policy, an absolute authority over the provinces 
left him by the will of the king his father. 

24. He was no sooner appointed in this manner, but he used 
all his arts with the barbarians and the Grrecians,to procure power 
and popularity, in order to dethrone his brother. Clearcbes re- 
tired to his court, after having been banished frcmi Sparta, and 
was of great service to him, being an able, experienced, and val- 
iant captain. At the same time, several cities in the provinces 
of Tissaphernes revolted from their obedience in favour of Cyms. 

25. This incident, which was not an effect of chance, but ol 
the secret practices of that prince, gave birth to a war between 
the two brothers. The emissaries of Cyrus at the court were per- 
petually dispersing reports and opinions among the people to pre- 
pare their minds for the intended change and revolt. They talked 
that the state required a king of Cyrus's character; a king magni- 
ficent, liberal, who loved war, and showered his favours upon 
those that served him } and that it was necessary for the gran- 
deur of the empire, to have a prince upon the throne, fired with 
ambition and valor for the support and augmentation of his glory, 

26. The troops of Cyrus, which were apparently levied for 
the business of the state, but in fact to overturn it, consisted ot 
thirteen thousand Greeks, which were the flower and chief force 
of hislirmy. Clearchus the Lacedaemonian, who commanded 
the Peloponnesian troops, was the only man of all the Greeks 
that was let into the Persian, prince's design ; he made it his sole 
application to gain the affections of his people during their 
marches, by treating them with great humanity, conversing 
freely with them, and giving effectual orders that they should 
want for nothing. The Grecian troops Jknew neither the intent 
nor the occasion of the war : they set out for Sardis at length, 
and marched towards the upper provinces of Asia. 
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tf. When they were anived at Tarsus, the Greeks rerused 
to march any farther, rightly suspecting that they were intended 
agnast the king, and loudly exclaiming that they had not entered 
into the service upon that condition. Clearchus, who command- 
ed them, had occasion for all his address and ability to stifle this 
commotion in its Hrth. At first he made use of authority and 
fooe, but with very ill success, and desisted therefore from an 
<x»eQ opposition to their sentiments : he even affected to enter into 
thdr views and to support them With his approbation and credit. 

28. By this artful evasion he appeased the tumult, and made 
them easy; and they chose him and some other officers for their 
deputies. Cyrus, whom he had secretly apprised of every thing, 
miude answer, that he was going to attack Abrocomas, his ene- 
my, at twelve days' march from thence upon the Euphrates. 
When this answer was repeated to them, though they plainly 
saw against whom they were going, they resolved to proceed, 
and oidy demanded an augmentation of their pay. 

29. Cyrus, instead of one daric a month to each soldier, pro- 
mised to give them one and a half. Still to ingratiate himself 
the more, bemg told that two officers had deserted from the army, 
and being i^vised to pursue and put them to death, he declared 
{mblkly, that it should never be ssdd he had detained any one 
person in his service against Ins will ; and he ordered their wives 
and children, who were left as hostages in his army, to I>e sent 
after them. A conduct so wise suid apparently generous, had a sur- 
prising eJSect in conciliating the affections of the soldiery, and made 
even those his firm adherents who were before inclined to retire. 

SO. As Cyrus advanced by long marches, he was informed 
from all parties that the king did not intend to come direcdy to a 
battle, but had resolved to wait in the remotest parts of Persia 
till vX\ his forces were assembled 5 and that to stop his enemies, 
he had ordered an intrenchment to be thrown up on the plains 
of Babylon, with a ditch of five fathoms broad, and three deep, 
extending the space of twelve parasangas or leagues, from the 
Euphrates to the wall of Media. Between the Euphrates and 
the ditch a way had been left of twenty feet in breadth, by which 
Cyrus passed with his whole army, having viewed it the day be- 
fore. The king had neglected to dispute this pass with him, and 
suffered him to continue his march towards Babylon. 

31. Cyrus still continued to proceed, giving Clearchus the 
command of the right Grecian wing, and Menon that of the left, 
still marching in order of battle, expecting every hour to engage ; 
at length he discovered his brother's army, consisting of twelve 
hundred thousand men, besides a select body of six thousand 
horse, approaching and preparing to engage. 
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39« The place where the baitte was f(m^t was called C^ina«% 
about twen^-fivekapes from Babylon. Cyrus getting oo bone- 
back, with his jaYeliu in his hand, gave orders to the troops to 
stand to their arms> and to proceed in order of battle. The eoe- 
my> in the mean time^iuivanced slowly in good order. Artaz-^ 
erxes led them on regularly, with a slow pace, wHhout noise or 
confuaon. That good order and exact discipline extremely sur- 
prised the Greeks, who expected to see much luxury and tumult 
in so great a multitude 5 and to hear confused cries, as Cyrus 
had foretold them. 

33. The armies were not dbtant above four or five hundred 
paces, when the Greeks began to sing tlie hymn of battle, and to 
march on softly at first, and with silence. When they came 
near the enemy, they set up great cries, striking their darts upon 
theii shields to frighten the hone ; and then moving all together, 
they sprung forwards upon the barbarians with all their force, 
who did not wait thcjr charge, but took to their heeb and fled 
universally, except Tissaphernes, who stood his ground with a 
small part of his troops. 

34. Cyrus saw with pleasure the enemy routed by the Greek^ 
and was proclaimed kmg by those abound him ; but he did not 
give himself up to a viun joy, nor as yet reckoned himself victor. 
He perceived that Artaxerxes was wheeling his right to attad^ 
him in flank; and marched directly against him with fab six 
hundred horse, fie killed Artaxerxes, who commanded the 
king's guard of six thousand horse, with his own hand, and put 
the whole body to flight. Dbcovering hb brodtec he cried out 
with his eyes sparkling with rage, ^^ I see him $" and spurned 
against him, followed only by his principal officers ; lor hb tcoopa 
had quitted their ranks to follow the run-aways, which wes an 
essential faidt. ' *' 

S5. The battle then became a single combat, in some measwe 
between Artaxerxes and Cyrus; and the two brothers were seen 
transported tdth rage and ifury, endeavouring like Eteodes and 
Polynices to plimge their swonb into each other's hearts, and to 
assure themselves of the throne by the death of their rival. 

36. Cyrus having opened hb way through those who weee 
drawn up in battle £ifore Artaxerxes, joined him, and killed hb 
horse that fell with him to the ground; he rose, and was n^ 
mounted upon another, when Cyrus attacked him again ; gave 
him a second wound, and was preparing to give him a tkard, m 
hq>es that it would prove his hut. The king like a lion woimcM 
by the huntsman, was only the more furious firom the smarts and 
sprung forwards impetuously {Mishing his horse against Cyruiy 
who running headlong and without regard to hb person, threw 
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himself into the midst of a flight of darts aimed at him from all 
sides ; and received a wound from the king's javelin, at the in- 
stant:that all the rest discharged upon him. 

'37, Cyrus fell dead ; some say by the wound given him by t!ie 
kingf others affirm that he was killed by a Carian soidien The 
greatest persons of his court resolving not to survive so good a 
master, were all killed around his body ; a certain proof^ says 
Xenophon, that he well knew how to choose his friends^ and 
that he was truly beloved by them. Ariaeus, who ought to have 
been the firmest of all his adiierents, fled with the left wing as 
soon as he heard of his death. 

38. Artaxerxes, after having caused the head and right hand 
oC his brother to be cut off by the eunuch Nesabates, pursued 
the enemy into their camp. Ariseus had not stopped there, but 
having passed through it, continued his retreat, to the place 
where the army had encamped the day before, which was about 
fomr lei^ues distant. 

39. Tissaphernes, after the defeat of the greatest part of his 
left wing by the Greeks, led on the rest against them ; and, by 
the side of the river, passed through the light mrmed mfantry of 
the Greeks, who opened to give him a passage, and made their 
discharges upon him as he passed, without losing a man. They 
were commanded by Episthenes, of AmpliipoHs, who was es- 
teemed an able captain, 

^ 4(X Tissaphemes kept on without* returning to the charge, 
because he perceived he was too weak; and went fortirard to 
Cyrus' camp, where he found the king who was plundering it, 
but had not been able to force the quarter defended by the 
Greeks^ iwho.s^ved their baggage. 

.. ^41. The Greeks, on their side, and Artaxerxes on his, who did 
not know what had passed elsewhere, believed each of them, that 
they had g»ned the victory; the first, because they had put the 
enemy to. flight, and pursued them ^ and the king, because he 
bad- killed h^ brother, beat the troops he had fought, and laun- 
dered their camp. The event was soon cleared up on both sides/ 
42. Tissaphemes, upon his arrival at the camp, informed the 
jking, that the Greeks had defeated his left wing, and pursued it 
with great vigour; and the Greeks, on their si& learnt, that the 
mng io pursuing Cyrus' left, had penetrated into the camp. 
Upon this advice the king rallied his troops, and marched in 
fjjoe^ of the enemy ; and Clearchus, being returned from pur- 
suiflf the Persians, advanced to support the camp. 

:. 43* The two armies were soon very near each other, when, 
by a movemeht made by the king, he seemed to intend to chaise 
l)lle.Greekson.theur iefti who fearing to be surrounded on all 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF^GKEECE. IffT 

sides, wheeled ab«ujt and ;halied9 widi the river on th^ hackS| 
to prevent their being taken in the rear. Upon sedng^ that tibe king 
changed his form of battle also, drew up hiaarmy in: (root of thenii 
and marched on to the attack. As soon as the Greeks saw him 
approach they began to sing the hymn of battle, and advanced 
against the enemy even with more ardour than in the first actbn. 

44. The barbarians/again began to fly, running fiirther iJian 
before ; and were pursued to a ^lage at the foot of a hill, upon 
which their horse halted. The kin^s standard was observed tc 
be there, which was a golden eagle upon the top of a pike, having 
its wings displayed. The Greeks, preparing to pursue them> they 
abandoned also the hill, fled precipitately with all their tioops 
broke, and in the utmost disorder and confusion. Clearchus, hav- 
ing drawn up the Greeks at the bottom of the hill^ ordered L»y« 
cius, the Syracusan, and another to go up it, and observe what 
pas^ in the plain. They returned with an account that the 
enemy fled on all sides, and that their whole army was rouled* 

45. As it was almost night, the Greeks :laid down their arms 
. to rest themselves, much surprised that neither Cyrus, nor any 

one from him appeared ; and imagining, that he was ekheren 
gaged in the pursuit of die enemy, or was making haste to pos- 
sess himself of some important place ; for they were still igno- 
rant of his death, and the defeat of the rest of his aaoiy ; they 
determined to rettum to their camp, and found, die 'greatest part 
of the baggage taken, with all the [urovisions, &bA four bundled 
wagons laden with com and wine^ which Cyrua had expressly 
caused to be carried along, with the army for the Greeka,incase 
of any pressing necessity. They passed the night in the camp, 
the greatest part of them without any reiire9hment,.G(Micluding 
that Cyrus was alive and victorious. 

46. Amidst the confusion the Grecians were in, after tbeba^ 
tie they sent to Ar^us, as conqueror and commiuider m chief, 
upon Cyrus' death, to ofler him the Persian ^rown. In the mean 
time,tlie king as conqueror, also op his side, sent to them tamr-^ 
^ender their arras, and implore his saercy ^ representing to them 
at the same time, that ^s they wei^e in theheart of his dominions, 
surrounded with vast rivers, and niunberless nations,, it would 
be impossible for them to escape his vengeance, and therefore 
they, bad pothing to do but to submit to the present necessity. 

47* Upon debating among themselves what am^swerthey should 
return, I*roxenes desired to know of the herald upon what teisns 
he, demanded their arms; if as conqueror, it was in his polrer 
to take them ; if upon any other footings what would he give 
them in return. He was seconded by Xenophon,^who said,:tha% 
they had nothing left but their arm$. and their liberty, and that 
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tlMfy corid not piesarve the one without the other. C!learchii8 
said to the same effect ; Hiat if the king was disposed to be 
their friend, they should be in a better capacity of serving him 
with an&s than without ; if their enemy^ they should iiave need 
of them for their defence. 

48. Some indeed, §poke in terms^ more complying, that as 
they had served Cyrus faithfully, they would also serve Arta- 
xerxes, if he would employ them, and provided he would at the 
same time put them in possession of Egypt. At last it was agreed, 
they should remciin in the place where they were ; and that if 
they advanced &rther, or retreated back, it should be looked 
upon as a declaration of war ; so that by the issue of die debate, 
it appeared to have been managed so as to avoid giving a direct 
answer, hut only to amuse the king and gain time. 

49* Whilst this treaty was on foot, they received Ariaeus' an- 
swer, that there were too many powerful men in Persia to let 
him possess the throne, wherefore he intended to set out early 
Ae next morning on his return to Greece, and that if they -had a 
mind to accompany him, they should join him that night in his 
canp, which accordingly they all did, except Milthocytus, a 
Thcacian, who went with a party of three hundred men and 
ksty horse to the king. The rest, in conjunction with Ariaeus' 
farces, decamped by break of day, and continued theur march 
until sunset, when they discovered from the neighboinring vtlla- 
ge& that the king was in pursuit of them. 

dd» Cleavchtts, who now undertook to conduct ihe (xreeks, or^ 
^derod hia troops to halt, and ]N?epared for an engagement. The 
king of Peraia, terrified by so bcAd an appearance, sent heralds, 
not to demand their surrender, but to propose terms of peace and 
treaty. When Clearchus was informed of their arrival, he gave 
ondecs to bid them wmt, and to tell ^lem that he was not yet at lei- 
sure to hear them. ^ He assumed purposely an air of haughtiness 
and grandenr, to denote hte intr^idity, and at the same time to 
show the fine i^fipearance and good condition of his phidanx. 
. 51. When he advanced with the most showy of his officers, 
expressly cheseft far the occasion, and had heard what die heralds 
had to propose, he made answer, that diey must begm with ^ ving 
battle, because the army being in want of provisions, had no time 
to lose. The hendds having carried back this answer to thehr mas- 
tor^ retomed lannediately, which showed that the king or who- 
ewr spoke in his name was not very far distant. They said they 
hadoiidast»conduct them to villages where they would find pro- 
vinoi»in>abandance^ and conducted them thither accordingly. 

52* After three days' stay, Tissaphemes arrived from the 
Kh^^ and insinuated to them the good offices he had employed 
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for tlieir safety. Clearcbiu, In kis.own defence ui^^d, that- they 
were engaged in this expedition without knowing' the enemy 
against whom they were to contend : that they were free from 
all engagements^ and had no design against the Persian king, 
unless he opposed their return. Tissaphernes seemingly granted 
their desire, and promised that they should be furnished with all 
necessary provisions in their march, and to confirm their secu* 
rity, that he himself would be their companion gn the way.. . 

53. Accordingly, in a few days after they set out under bis 
<*onduct ^ but, in their march, the barbarians encamping at about 
a league's distance from the Grecians, created some little fet 
trusts and jealousies on both sides. Jn about fifty days, being 
got to the banks of the river Zabatus, Clearchus, to prevent 
things coming to an open rupture, had a conference with Tissa- 
phernes. The result of their discourse was, that they had been 
misrepresented to each other by some of Clearchus' oilicers, and 
that he should bring them all to Tissaphernes, in order lo de- 
tect those who were guilty. 

54. In consequence of tliis, it was 3greed between them tiiat 
there should be a general consultation of officers, in which tiiose 
who had been remiss, or attempted to sow any dissensions between 
the two armies, should be exposed and punished. Menon, in 
particular,^ was suspected on both sides, and he was appointed 
among the number. In consequence of this fatal resolution, the 
(iv^ principal generals, attended the succeeding day at the Persian 
general's tent. Their naines were Clearchus, Menon, Prdxenes, 
Agias^ and Socrates ; they on a signal given, were immediately 
seized, their attendants put to the swoni, and themselves, after 
being sent bound to the king, were beheaded in his {Hresence^ 

55. Nothing could exceed the consternation of the Greeks 
when they were informed of the massacre of tlieir generals ; they « 
w^re now near two thousand miles from hpme, surrounded with 
great rivei^, extensive deserts, and inimical nations, without any 
supplies of provisions. In this state of general dejectimidiey could 
think of taking neither nourishment nor repose ; aU now tismed 
their eyes on Xenophon, a young Athenian, who had been in- 
vited into Asia by Proxenes, and hitherto served as a volunteer 
in the army. 

56. This was that Xenophon afterwards so famous as a his* 
torian, and his conduct seemed equal to his eloquence, in which 
iie surpassed all the rest of mankind. This young general went 
to some of the Greek officers in the middle of the mgfat, and rep* 
resented to them that they had no time to lose ; that it was of the 
last importance to prevent the bad designs of the eoeniy ; that 
hewever small their number, tliey would render tbem8elve» for- 
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midable, if they behaved widi boldness and resolution ; that valoui- 
and not multitudes determines the success of arms ; and that it 
was necessaiy above all things.to nominate generals immediately, 
because an army without commanders is like a body without a 
soul. " , 

57* A council was immediately held, at which a hundred 
officers were present, and Xenophon being^esired to speak, de- 
duced the reasons at large he had first but lightly touched upon, 
and by his advice commanders were appoiiited. They were 
Timasion for Clearchus, Xanthicles for Socrates, Cleanor for 
Argos, Philesius for Menon, and Xenophon for Proxenes. 

58. Before the break of day they assembled the army. The* 
generals made speeches to animate the troops, and Xenophon < 
among the rest. ^< Fellow soldiers,'^ said he, '^ the loss of so many 
brave men by vile treachery, and the being abandoned by our 
friends is very d^lorable, but we must not sink undcfr our mis- 
fortunes I and if we cannot conquer, let us choose rather to perish 
gloriously than to fall into the hands of barbarians, who would in- 
3ict upon us the greatest miseries ; let us call to mind the glori- 
ous battles of Plataea, Thermopylae, Salamis, and the many 
others wherein our ancestors, though with a small number, have 
fought and defeated the innumerable armies of the Persians, and 
thereby rendered the name alone o( Greeks for ever formidable. 

59* ^^ It is to their invincible valour we owe the honour we pos- 
sess of acknowledging no masters upon earth but the gods, nor 
any happiness but what consists with libeity. Those gods, the 
avengers of perjury, and witnesses of the enemy's treason, will 
be £stvourable to us ; and as they are attacked in the violation of 
treaties, and take pleasure in humbling the proud, and exalting 
the low, they will abo follow us to battle and combat for us. 

60. *^ For the rest, fellow-soldiers, as we have no refuge but in 
victory, which must be our hope, and will make us ample amends 
for whatever it costs to attain it, I should believe, if it were your 
opinion, that for the making a more ready and less difficult re- 
treat, it would be very proper to rid ourselves of all the useless 
ba^age, and to keep only what is absolutely necessary on otir 
march*'' All the soldiers that moment lifted up their hands, to 
signify their approbation and consent to all that haJd been said ; 
and without loss of time set fire to their tents and carriages, 
^ch of them as had too much equipage, giving it to others who 
had too little, and destroying the rest; 

61. Cherisophus, the Spartan general, led the van, and Xeno- 
ptiony with Timasion, brought up the rear. They bent their 
march towards the heads of the great rivers, in order to pass 
them where they were fordable. But thev had made little way 
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before they were followed bj a party of the enemy's archers and 
slingers^ commaaded by Mithridates, which galled their rear, 
and wounded several of them, who being heavy armed, and 
without cavalry, could make no resbtance. . 

62. To prevent the like inconvenience, Xenophon furnished 
twa hundred Rhodians with slings^ and mounted fifty more of h]9 
men upon baggage^ horses ; so that when Mithridates came u^ 
with them a second time, and with^a much gi-eater body, he re- 
pulsed them with loss^ and made good his retreat with this hand- 
ful of men, until he arrived near the city of Larissa, ou the banks 
6i the Tigris. From thence they marched to another desolafe 
city, called JVfepsile, and about four leagues from that place Tis- 
saphernes c^me up to them with his whole army in order oC 
battle \ but after several skirmishes was forced to retire. 

63. In a i^w days after he secured an eminence, over which 
the Grecians were obliged to' make their way, which Xenophon 
perceiving, took a detachment of the army, and with great dili- 
gence gained the top of a mountain which commanded that emi- 
nence, from whence he easily dislodged the enemy and made 
good a passage for the rest of his troops into tlie plain, where 
they found plenty of provisions : Tissaphernes had done what 
he could before to burn and destroy the country. 

64. But still they were under as great difficulties as ever, be- 
ing bounded on the one hand by the Tigri^ and on the other 
by inaccessible mountains, inhabited by the Carduchi, a fierce 
and warlike people ; and who, Xenophon says, had cut off an army 
of X six score thousand Persians to a man by reason of the diffi- 
culty of the ways; However having no boats to j:ross the riv^, 
and the passage through the mountains opening into the rich 

^ plains of Armenia, they resolved to pursue their march that 
way. 

65. These barbarians soon took the alai^m, but not being pre- 
pared to meet the Greeks in a body, they possessed themselves 
of the tops of the rocks and mountains, and from thence annoyed 
them with darts and great stones, which they threw down into 
the defiles through whic;hthey passed, in which they were also 
attacked by several other parties \ and though their loss was not . 
considerable, yet, what with storms and famine besides seven 
tedious days V^ch, and being continually forked to fight their 
way, they underwent more fatigue and hardship than they had 
suffered from the Persians during the whole expedition. 

^^, They found themselv^ soon after exposed to new dangers. 

Almost at the foot of the mountains, they came to a river two 

-hundred feet in breadth, called Centrites, which stopped their 

march. They had to defend themselves against the «aemy, who 

\ 
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pursued them in the rear, and the Armenians, the soldiers of the 
ccmntiy, who defended the opposite side of the river. 

67. They attempted in vain to pass it in a place where the 
water came up to their arm-pits, and were carried away by the 

' rapidity of the current, against which the weight of their arms 
made them unable to resist. By good fortune they discovered 
another place not so deep, where some soldiers had seen the 
people of the country pass. It required abundance of address, 
diligence, and valour to keep off the enemy^on both sides of them. 
The army, however, passed the river at length without much loss. 

68. They marched fortvards-with less interruption, passed the 
source of the Tigris, and arrived at the little river Teleboa, which 
is very beautiful and has many villages on its banks. Here began 
the western Armenia, which was governed by Tiribasus,^ satrap 
much beloved by the king, and who had the honour to help him 
to mount on horseback when at the court. He offered to let the 
army pass, and to suffer the soldiers to take all they wanted, 
upon condition that they should commit no ravages in their 
march ; which proposal was accepted and ratified on each side. 

69* Tiribasus kept always a flying camp at a small distance 
from the army. There fell a great quantity of snow which gave 
the troops some inconvenience ; and they learnt from a prisoner, 
that Tiribasus had a design to attack the Greeks at a pass on 
the mountains, in a defile through which they must necessarily 
march. They prevented him by seizing that post, after having 
put the enemy to flight. After some days' march through the 
desert, they passed the Euphrates near its source, not having the 
water above their middles. 

70. They suffered exceedingly afterwards from a north wind, 
which blew in their faces, and prevented respiration : so that it 
was thought necessary to sacrifice to the wind, upon which it 
seemed to abate. They marched on in snow five or six feet 
deep, which killed several servants and beasts of burthen, be- 
sides thirty soldiers. They made fires during the night, for they 
found plenty of wood. 

71. All the next day they continued their march through the 
snow, when many of them, from the excess of hunger, followed 
with languor, or fainting, continued lying upon the ground through 
weakness and want of spirits : when something had been given 
them to eat they found themselves relieved and continued their^ 
march. 

72. After a march of seven days they arrived at the river 
Araxes, called also the Phasus, which is about a hundred feet 
in breadth. Two days after they disc6vered the Phasians, the 
Chalybesi and the Taochians, who kept the pass of the moui^ 
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tain to prevent their descending into the plain. They saw it * 
was impossible to avoid coming to a battle with them, and re- 
solved to give it the same day. 

73. Xenophon^ who had observed that tlie enemy defended 
only the ordinary passage, and that the mountain was three 
leagues in extent, proposed the sending a detachment to take 
possession of the heights that commanded the enemy, which 
would not be difficult, as they might prevent all suspicion of their 
design by a march in the niglit, and by making a false attack 
by the main road to amuse the barbarians. This was accord- 
ingly executed, the enemy put to flight, and the pass cleared. 
Thus, after twelve or fifteen days'march, they arrived at a very 
high mountain, called Tecqua, from whence they descried the 
sea. The first who perceived it raised great shouts of joy for a 
considerable time, which made Xenophou imagine that the van- 
guard was attacked and went in all haste to support it. 

74. As he approached nearer, the cry of, " The sea ! the sea V^ 
was heard distinctly ; and the alarm changed into joy and gaiety ; 
and when they came to the top, nothing was heard but a confosed 
nobe of the whole army crying out together, " The sea ! the sea !'' 
whilst they could not Tefrain from tears, nor from embracing 
their generals and officers, and then, without waiting for orders, 
they heaped up a pile of stones, and erected a trophy with bro- 
ken bucklers and other arms. 

75. From thence, they advanced to the mountmns of Colchis, 
one of which was higher than the rest, and of that the people o^^ 
the country had possessed themselves. The Greeks drew up in 
battle at the bottom of it to ascend : for the access was not im- 
practicable. Xenophon did not judge it proper to march in line 
of battle, but by defiles ; because the soldiers could not keep their . 
ranks from the inequality of the ground, that in some places was 

. easy, in others difficult to climb, which might discourage them. 
That advice was approved, and the army formed according to it. 
T6» The heavy armed troops amounted to four-score files, 
each consisting of about one hundred men ] with eighteen hun- 
dred light armed soldiers, divided in three bodies ; one of which 
was posted on the right, another on the left, and the third in the 
centre. After having encouraged his troops, by representing to 
them, that thb was the last obstacle they had to surmount, and 
implored die assistance of the gods, the army began to asc^d 
the hill. The enemy were not able to support their charge, and 
di^ersed. They passed the mountain, and encamped in villa* 
ges where they found provisions in abundance. 

77* A very strange accident happened tliere to the army, 
which put them in great consternation; for the soldiers finding 
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abunaance of b^-hives in that place, and eating the honey, they 
were taken with violent vomiting and fljiixes attended with ratving 
fits ; so that those who were least ill seemed like drunken men^ 
and the rest either furiously mad or dying. The earth was 
strewed with their bodies as after a defeat : however, none of 
them died :^ and the distemper ceased the next day, about the 
same hour it had taken them. The third or fourth day the sol- 
diers got up, but in the condition people are in after taking u 
violent medicine. 

78. Two days after the army arrived near Trebisond, a Greek 
colony of Sinopians, situated upon the Euxine or Black sea, in 
the province of Colchis. Here they lay encamped for thirty 
days, and acquitted themselves of the vows they had inade to 
Jupiter, Hercules, and the other deities, to obtain a happy re- 
turn into their own country ; tliey also celebrated the games oi 
horse and foot races, wrestling, boxing, the pancratium ; the 
whole attended with the greatest joy and solemnity. 

79. Here Xenophon formed a project of settling thepa in those 
parts, and founding a Grecian colony, which was approved of 
by some 5 but his enemies representing it to the army* only as a 
more honourable way of abandoning them ; and to the inhabi- 
tants as a design to subdue and enslave the country, he was 
forced to give, over that enterprise. However the noise of it had 
this good effect, ^hat the natives did what they could in a friendly 
manner to procure their departure, advising them to go by sea 
£is the safest way, and furnished them with a sufficient number 
of transports for that purpose. ' 

80. Accordingly they embarked with a fair wind, and the next 
day got intathe harbour of Sinope, where Cherisophus met them, 
with gome gallies : but instead of the money they had also ex- 
pected from him, he only told them they should be paid their 
arrears as soon as they got out of the Euxine sea. But this 
answer occasioned a great deal of murmuring and discontent 
among them : So that they resolved to put themselves under one 
gener^, desiring Xenophon in the most pi^ssing and affectionate 
terms to accept of that command, which he modestly declined, 
and procured the choice to fall upon Cherisophus. 

'81. But he enjoyed it not above six or seven days 5 for no 
sooner were they arrived at Heraiclea, than the army deposed 
htm for rfefusin? to extort a sum of money from the inhabitants 
of that city ; which being a Grecian colony, Xenophon likewise 
refused to concern himself in that affair ; so that the army being 
disappointed in their hopes of plunder, fell into a mutiny, and 
divided into three bodies after suffering a slight retreat. When 
divided from their barbarian enemies they were happily reunit- 
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edy and encamped at the port of Calpe, where they settled the 
command as before, substituting Neon in the room of Cheriso- 
phusy who died here, and making it death for any man hence^ 
forward to propose the dividing of the army. 

82. Bjit being straitened for provisions, they were forced to 
spread themselves in the valKes, where Pharnabazus' horse be^ 
ing joined by the inhabitants, cut in pieces five hundred of them ^ 
the rest escaping to the hill, were rescued and brought off by 
Xenophon, who after this led them th]K)ugh a large forest, where 
Pharnabazus had posted his troops to oppose their passage ; but 
they entirely defeated. him, and pursued their march to Chryso- 
polis of Chalcedon, having got a great deal of booty in their 
way, and from thence to Byzantium. 

83. From thence he led them to Salmydessa, to "serve Seuthes 
prince of Thrace, who had before solicited Xenophon by his en- 
voys to bring troops to his aid, in order to his re-establishment in 
his father's dominions, of which his enemies had deprived him. 
He had made Xenophon great promises for hmiself and his 
troops : but when he had done him the service he wanted, he 
was so far from keeping his word, that he did not ^ve them the 
pay agreed upon. 

^ 84. Xenophon reproached him exceedingly with this breach 
of fmth, imputing his perfidy to his minister Heraclides, who 
thought to make his court to his master by saving him a sum of 
mqpey at the expense of justice, faith and honesty, qualities 
which ought to be dearer than all others to a prince, as thej' 
contribute the most to his reputation, as well as to the success 
of affairs, and the security of a state. But that treacherous 
minister, who looked upon honour, probity and justice, as mere 
chimeras, and that there was nothing jreal but the possession of 
much money, had no thoughts in consequence, but of enriching 
himself by any means whatsoever, and robbed his master first 
with impunity, and all his subjects along with him. 

85. " However,^^ continued Xenophon, " every wise man, 
especially in authority and command, ought to regard justice, 
probity and the faith of engagements as the most precious trea- 
sure he can possess ; and as an assured resource and infallible 
support in all the events that can happen.'' Heraclides was 
the more in the wrong for acting in this manner with regard to 
the troops, as he was a native of Greece and not a Thracian ; 
but avarice had extinguished all sense of honour in him. 

86. Whibt the dispute between Seuthes and Xenophon was 
warmest, Carminus and Pdynices arrived as ambassdors from 
Lacedaemon, and brought advice, that the republic had declared 
war against Tissaphemes and Pharnabazus; that Thimbron 
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had already -embarked witk the troq>Sy atid promised iL daiic a 
month to every soldier, two to each officer, and km to the colo- 
nels, who should engage in the service. Xenophon accepted tke 
offer, and having obtained from Seuthes, by the mediation of 
the ambassadors, part of the pay due him, he went by sea tu 
Lampsacus with the army, which amounted, at that time, to al- 
most six thousand men. 

87. From thoiice he advanced to Pergamus, a city in tlie 
province of Troas. Having met near Partlienia, (where ended 
the expedition of th(^ Greeks) a great nobleman returning Into 
Persia, he took him, his wife and children, with all his equip- 
age ; and, by that means, found himself in a condition to bestow 
great liberalities amongst the soldiers, and to make them satis- 
factory amends for all the losses they had sustained. Thijnbron 
at length arrived, who took upon him the command of the 
troops ; and having joined them with his own, marched against 
Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus. 

88. Such was the event of Cyrus' expedition. Xenophon 
reckons from the first setting out of that prince's army from the 
city of Ephesus, to their arrival where the battle was fought, 
five hundred and thirty parasangas, or leagues ; and four-score 
and thirteen days' march ; and In their return from the place of 
battle to Cotyora, a city upon the coast of the Euxine, or Black 
Sea, six hundred and twenty parasangas or leagues, and one 
hundred and twenty days' march ; and adding both t(^ether, he 
says the way going and coming was eleven hundred and fifty- 
five parasangas, or leagues, and two hundred and. fifteen days' 
march ; and that the whole time the army took to perform that 
journey, including the days of rest, was fifteen months. 

89* This retreat of {he ten thousand Greeks has been always 
passed among judges of the art of war as a most eictraordinary 
undertaking; and it, in some measure, inspired them ever after 
with a contempt for the power of the Persians ^ it taught than 
that their dominions could be invaded without danger; and, that 
marching into Persia was but pursuing an unresisting enemy, 
that only appeared to offer vict<My rather than battk. f 

90. In the mean time, while Greece was gaining fame In Per- 
sia, Athens was losing its honour at home ;~though it had now- 
some breathing time to recover from Its late confusions, yet stili 
there were the seeds of rancour remaining, and the citizens op- 
posed each other with unremitting malice. Socrates was ihe &kt 
object that fell a sacrifice to these popular dissensions. We have 
already seen this great man, who was the son of an obscure citi- 
zen at Athens, emerging from the meaaoess of his birth, and 
giving examplejs of courage, moderation, and wbdom ; we have 
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seen him savmg the life of AIcibiade» in baUle ; refusing to con- 
cur hi the .edict which unjustly doomed the six Athenian gene- 
rals to death ; withstanding the thuty tyrants, and spumuig the . 
bigotry and persecution of the tiipes with the most acute pene- 
tration, and the most caustic raillery ; he possessed unexampled 
good nature, and a universal love to mankind; he was ready 
to pity vices in others, while he was in the greatest measure free 
from them himself; however, he knew his own defects, and h 
he was proud of any thing, it wi^t in the being thought to have 
none. 

91. *^ He seemed," says Libanius, "the common father of the 
republic, so attentive was he to the happiness and advantage oi 
hi$ whole country.'^ But as it is very difficult to correct the 
aged, and to make people change principles, who rev^ the 
errors in which they have grown gray, he devoted his labours 
principally to the instruction of youth, in order to sow the seeds 
of virtue in a soil more fit to produce the fruits of it. 

92. He had no open school like the rest of the philosophers, 
nor set times for his lessons ; he had no benches prepared, nor 
ever mounted a professor's diair ; he was the philosopher of all 
tunes and seasons ; he taught in all places, and upon all occa- 
sions, in walking, conversation at meals, in the army, and io the 
nudst of the.camp, in the public assemblies of the senate or peo- 
pl«^ Such was the man whom & faction in the city had long 
devoted to destruction ; he had been for many years before hi& 
death the object of their satire and ridicule. 

93. Aristophanes, the comic poet, was engaged to expose him 
upon the stage ; he composed a piece called the Clouds, wherein 
he introchicedthe philosopher in a basket, uttering the most ri- 
dicidons absurdities. Socrates, who was present at the exhibi- 
tion of his own character, seemed not to feel the least emotion ; 
and, as some straagi^rs were present, who desired to know tbe 
ordinal for whom the pkty was intemled, he rose up from bis 
seat and showed himself during the whole representation. 

94. This was the first blow struck at him ; and it was not till 
twenty years after, that Melhus appeared in a more formal man- 
ner fts hi& accuser, and entered a r^uhir process against him. 
Hmb SLCCAsmioa consisted of two heads; the first was, that he did 
not admit the gods acknowledged by the reptiblic, and introdu- 
ced new 4ivinities : the second, that he corrupted the youth of 
Athens; and coneiaded with inferring that sentence of death 
oo^t to pass agakist hhn. 

95. How far the vfhoh ehu|e affected bii^ is not easy to de- 
termine ; it is certain, that airndbt so much zeal and superstition 
as then retgned in Amm* he never dam openly oppose the re 
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cdved feligion, and trat therefore forced to preserve an outward 
show of it ; but it is very probable, from tae discourses he fre- 
quently hdd with hb friends, that in his^ heart he demised and 
laughed at didr monstrous opinions and ridtcuious mysteries, As 
having no other foundation than the fables of the poets; and 
diat he had attained to the notion of the one only true God, in- 
somuch that upon tiie account both of his belief of the DeiQr, 
and the exemplariness of his life, some have thought fit to rank 
him with the Christian philosophers. 

96. As soon as the conspuracy broke <mit, the friends of Socra- 
tes prepared lor his defence. Lycias, the most able orator Oi 
his time, brought him an el^lK>rate discourse of his composing, 
wherein he had set forth the reasons and measures of Socrates 
in their full force, interspersed the whole with tender and pa- 
thetic strokes, capable of moving the most obdurate hearts. 
Spcrates read it with pleasure, and approved it very much ; but, 
as it was more conformable to the rules of rhetoric than the sen- 
timents and fortitude of a philosopher, he told him frankly that 
it did not suit him. 

97* Upon which, Lycias havii^ asked how it was possible 
to be well done, and at the same time not suit him. ^ In die 
same manoer," said he, using accordmg to his custom a vulgar 
comparison, ^^ that an exceUent workman might bring me mag- 
nificent apparel, or shoes embroidered with gold, to which 
nothing would be wanting on his part, but ^ich, however, 
would not fit me.'^ He persisted, therefore, inflexibly in the re- 
solution not to demean himself by begging suffrages in the low 
abject manner common at that time. 

98. He em{4oyed neither artifice, nor the glitter of eloquence; 
he had no recourse either to solicitation or entreaty ; he brought 
neither his wife nor children to incline his judges in bb fovoor 
by their si||^ and tears : nevertheless, though he firmly refused 
to make use of any other voice but his own m his defence, and 
to appear before his iudge&in the submissive posture of a sop- 
plisEnt, he did not behave in that manner out of pride or con- 
tempt of the tribunal, it was from a noUe and intrejHd assunmce, 
resisting fit>m greatness of soul, and the consciousness of his 
truth and innocence ; so that his defence had nothing timorous 
or weak in it. 

99* His discourse was bold, manly, generous, without pa^ 
sion, without emotion, full of the noble liberty of a philoscmber, 
with no other ornament than that of truth, and brightened uni- 
vc^rsally with the duuracter and language of innocence. . Phtto, 
who was present, innscribed it afterwards, and without way ad- 
ditions« composed firom it the woriL which he calls the Apology 
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of Socrates, one of the most consammate master-pieces of antU 
quity. I shall here make an extract frbm it* 

100. Upon the day assigDed, the proceedings commenced in 
the usual forms 3 the parties appeared before the judges, and 
Melitus spoke ; the worse his cause, and the less provided it was 
with proofs, the more occasion he had for address and art to 
cover its weakness y he omitted nothing that might render the 
adverse party odious ; and, instead of reasons which could not 
but fail him, he substituted the delusive shine of a lively and 
pompous eloquence. . ~ 

101. Socrates, in observing, that he could not tell what impres«> 
sion the discourse of his accusers might make upon the judges, 
owns, that for his part he scarce knew himself, they had given 
such artful colouring and likelihood to th^ir arguments, though 
there was not the least word of truth in all they liad advanced. 

102. *^ I am accused of corrupting the youth, and of instilling 
dangerous maxims into them, as well in regard to the worship 
of the gods as the rules of government. You know, Athenians, 
that I never made it my profession to teach, nor can envy, how- 
ever violent against me, reproach me with haying ever sold my 
instructions. I have an** undeniable evidence for me in this re- 
spect, which is my poverty. 

103. " Always equally ready to communicate my thoughts 
either to the rich or poor, and to give thepst entire leisure to 
question or answer me. I lend myself to every one who is de- * 
sirous of becoming virtuous ;, and if, amongst those who heac 
ine, there are any that prove either goo/lpr bad, neither the vir- 
tues of the one, nor the vices of the other, to which I have not 
contributed, are to be ascribed to m^* 

104. " My whole employment is to persuade the young and 
old against too much love for the body, for riches, and all other 
precarious things, of whatsoever nature they be; and against too 
little regard for the soul, which ought to be the object of their 
s^fiection. For I ipc^ssantly urge to you, that virtue does nqt 
proceed from riches ; but, on the contrary, riches from virtue : 
and that all the other goods of human life, as well public as pri- 
vate, have their source in the same principle. 

105. ^^ If to speak in this manner be to corrupt youth, I con^ 
fess, Athenians, that I am guilty, and deserve to be pimished. If 
what I say be not true, it is most easy to convict me of my f^etlse*- 
hood. I see here a great number of my disciples ; they have only 
to appear. But, peraaps the reserve and consideratioafor a mas- 
ter who has instructed them, will prevent them from declaring 
against me ; at least, their fathers, brothers, and uncles, cannot, as 
good relations s|iid good citizens, dispense with their not standing 
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fordi ta demand veng^ceilinuiift the conmptor of thar sons^ 
brodiers, and nei^ws. But uieae are the pancHis who take upon 
them my defeace, and interest themsdvea in the success of my 
icanse. 

< t06. ^ Pass oA me what sentence you please, Athemaas; but, 
I can neither repent nor change my conduct: I must not abandon 
onnispend a function idiich God himself has imposed on me. 
Now he lias charged me with the care of instruct!^ my feDow- 
dtizens. If after having faithfully kept all ihe posts wbarein I 
was placed by our generals at Potidae, Amphipolis, and Deliam, 
the fear of death diould at this time make me abandon that in 
which the divme Providence has placed me, by commanding me 
^ to pass my life in the study of philosophy ibr the instruction of 
myself and others ; this would be a most crimiiial desertion in* 
deed, and make me Ughly worthy of being cited before this txU 
bunal as an impious man, who does not believe the gods. 

107. ^ Should you resolve to acquit me ; ibr the fu^tre, I 
should not hesitate to make answer, Athenians, I honour and 
love you, but I shall choose rather to obey God than you, and to 
my latest breath shall never renounce my philosc^hy, nor cease 
to exhon and reprove you according to my custom, by telling' 
each of you when yon come in my way, my good friend, and citi- 
zen of the most famous city in tlie World for wisdom and valour, 
are you not ashamed to have no other thoughts than that o^* 
amassing wealthy and of acquiring glory, credit, and dignities^ 
whilst you neglect the treasures of prudence, truth and wisdom, 
and take no pains in rendering your soul as good and perfect as 
It h capable of being ? 

108. *• I am reproached with abject fear and meanness of 
spirit, for being so busy in unparttng my advice lo every one i» 
private, and kx having always avoided to be present in your as- 
semblies, to ^ve my counsels to my country. I think | have 
sufficiently proved my courage and fortitude both in the field 
where I have borne armafwith you, and in ^e senate, where I 
alone opposed the mijust sentence you pronounced against tlie 
ten captains, who had not taken up and interred the bodies of 
those who were killed and drowned in the sea-fi^t near the island 
Arginusae ^ and when, upon more than one occasion I opposed 
the violent and cruel orders of the thirty tyrants. 

109. ^ What is it then that has prevented me from appearing^ 
ID your assemUies ? It is that demon, that voice divine, which 
you have ik> often heard me mention, and Mefitus has taken so 
much pains to ridicule. That spirit has attached itself to me 

' from my infancy — ^itis a voice which I never hear but wl»n k 
would prevent me from persisting in sometUng I have resolved 
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^ -*fer it sftver ei^orts me to undertake asy thing. It is tlie same 
bdog that has always opposed me when I wcmid have intetmed- 
died in the aiain of die republic, and that wi^ the greatest rea 
son, for I shoidd have been amongst the dead long ago bad I 
been concerned in the measures of the stale, without effecting 
any thing to die advantage of myself or our country. 

1 10* ^ Do not take it ill, I beseech you, if I speak my thoughts 
without disguise, and with truth and freedom. Everyman who 
would generously oppose a whoie people, either amongst us or 
elsewhere, and who inflexibly applies himself to prevent the vio» 
lation of the laws, and the practice of iniquity in a government, 
wUl never do so long with impmoity. It is absolutely necessary 
for him who would contend for justice, if he has any thoughts o* 
living, to remain Jn a private station, and never to have any 
share in pid>Iic affairs. 

111. ^^ For the rest, Athenians, if in the extreme danger I 
now am, I do not imitate the behaviour of those, who upon less 
emergencies, have implored and supplicated thdr judges with 
tears, and have brought forth their children, relations and friends^ 
it is not through pride and obstinacy, or any contempt for you; 
but solely for your hcmour, and for that of the whole city. 

112. ^^ You should know, that there are amongst our citizens 
those who do not regard death as an evil, and who give that 
name only to injustice and infamy. At my age, and with the , 
reputation true or false, which I have, would it be consistent fqr 
me, after all the lessons I have given upon the . contempt of 
death, to be afraid of it myself, and to belie in my last action, all 
the principles and sentiments of my past life ? 

113. ^^ But without speaking of my fame, which I should ex 
laremely injure by such a conduct, I do not thiiik it allowable to 
intreat a judge, nor to be absolved by supplications. He ought 
to be persuaded and convinced. The judge does not sit upon 
the bench to show favour by violating the -laws, but to do justice 
in conforming to them. He does not swear to discharge with irn- 
punity whom he pleases, but to do justice where it is due — ^we* 
oi^t not, therefore, to accustom you to perjury, nor you to suffer 
yourselves to be accustomed to it ; for in so doing, both the cme. 
and the other of us equally injm« justice and rel%ion, and both 
are criminals. 

114* ^^ Do not, therefore, expect from me, Athenians, that I 
should have recourse amongst you to means whidi I believe 
neither honest nor lawful^ especially upon this occasion, where- 
in I am, accused of impiety by Melitus ; for if I should u^uence 
you by my prayers, and thereby induce you to violate your oath^ 
it woidd be naflteniably evktent, that I teach you not to believe 
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in tbe gock ; and even in defending and jastifyiag my^y sliouid 
furnifh my adversaries with anns against me, and prove that I 
tidteve no divinity. But I am very far from such bad thoughts. 
I am more convinced of the existence of God than my accusm } 
and so convinced, that I abandon myself to God and you, ^'at you 
may judge 6f me as you shall deem best for yourselves aiid me." 

115. Socrates pibnounced this discourse with a firm and in- 
trepid tone $ his air, his action, his visage expressed notliing oi 
the accused ; he seemed the master of his judges, from the as^ 
surance and greatness of soul with whid^ he spoke, without how- 
ever ioang any thing of the modesty natural to him. But how 
slight soever tue prcrafs were against him, the faction was pow- 
erful enwA to find him guilty. 

116. T^ere was'the form of a process against him, and his 
irreligion was the pretence upon which it was grounded, but Ids 
death was certainly a concerted thing. His steady, uninterrupted 
course of obstinate virtue, wl|ich had made him in many cases 
appear singular, and oppose whatever he thought illegal or un- 
just, without any regard to times or persons, had procured him 
a great deal of envy and ill-will. 

117* By his first sentence the judges only declared Socrates 
guilty ; but when by his answer he appeared to appeal from their 
tribunal to that of justice and posterity; when instead of confes* 
sing himself guilty, he demanded rewards and honours fr6ai the 
state, the judges werc^ so very much offended, that they con- 
demned him to drink hemlock, a method of execution then in 
use amount them. 

118. Socrates recmed this sentence with the utmost compo- 
sure. Apollodorus, one of his disciples, launching out into bit- 
ter invective and lamentations that his master should die inno* 
cent i-*'^ What, (refrfied Socrates, with a smile) would you have 
me die guilty ? Melitus and Anytus may kill^ but they cannot 
hurt me." 

119* After this sentence he still continued with the same se«, 
rene and intrepid aspect with wluch he had long enforced virtue 
and held tyrants in awe ; when he entered his prison, winch now 
became the residence of virtue and probity, his friends fcllowed 
him thither, and continued to visit him during the interval be- 
tween his condemnation and death, which lasted for thir^ 
days. 

120. The cause of that long delay was, the Athenians sent 
every year a ship to the isle of Delos, to ofier certain sacrifices : 
and it was |»ohibited to put imy person to death in the city> ih>m 
the time the priest of Apollo had crowned Uie poop of this vessel 
as a Siirnal of its departwe, till the same vessel should return ; so 
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that sentence hftvtng been passed upon Socmtes'tbe day ^er 
that ceremony began, it was necessary to defer the execution of 
^ it tbrlbitty dbys^ daring the continuance of this voyage. 

121. In this long interyal, death had sufficient opportunittest& 
present Itself belbte his eyes in all its terrors, and to put bis con- 
stancy to the proof; not only by the severe rigour of a dungeon, 
and the irons upon his legs, but by the continual prospect and 
cruel expectation of an event to which nature is always ab- 
horrent. 

. 122. In this sad condition he did not cease to enjoy that pro- 
found tranquillity of mind which his friends had always admired 
in him. He entertained them with the same temper he had 
always expressed } and Crito observes, that the evenin? b^ore 
his ^tb, he slept as peaceably as at any other time. He com* 
posed also a hymB in honour of Apollo and Diana, and tamed 
one of ^sop's fables into verse. 

123. The day before, of the same day that the ship was to 
arrive from Delos, the return of which was to be followed by 
the death of Socrates, Crito, his intimate friend, came to hkn 
early in the morning to let him know that bad news ; and, at 
the same time that it depended japon himself to quit the prison: 
that the jailor was gained } that he would find the doors open, 
and <^ered him a safe retreat in Thessaly. Socrates, who 
laughed at this proposal, asked him, ^< whether he knew any 
place out of Attica where people did not die ?" 

124. Crito urged the thing very seriously, and prised him to 
take the advanti^ of so ^ecious an oppcnrtunity, adding argu- 
ment upon amment, to induce his consent and to engage him to 
resolve upon his escape ; without mentioning the inconsolable 
grief he should suffer for the death of such a friend, how should 
he suppcMt the reproaches of an infinity pf people, who would be- 
lieve that it was in his power to have saved him, but that he 
would not saoifice a small part of his wealth for that purpose : 
can the people ever be persuaded that so wise a man as Socrates 
woidd not quit his prison when he might do it with all possible 
security Y perhi^ he m^t fear to expose his friends, or to oc« 
ca^n the loss of their fortunes, or even their lives or liberty ; 
oi^fat there to be any thing more dear and precious to ihem 
than the preservatiott of Socrates ? 

125. Even strangers themselves dispute that honour with them, 
*many of whom have come expressly with considerable sums d 

money to purchase his es^iape, and declare, that they should think 
thnnselves highly honouced to receive him amongst them, and to 
fmpply Mm abundantly with all he shoidd have occasion for : 
ou^ 1^ to abandon himself to eneimes who have oecatianed 
\ 
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4iU being cotfdeimied unjustly^ and can he tj^i^^'it i^towable to 
betray his own cause ? 

126. Is it not essential to his goodness and justice to spare 
his fellow-citizens the guilt of innocent blood : but if all tiiese 
nK>tives cannot alter him^ and he is not concerned in regard, to 
himself, ^n he be insensible to the interests of Us children ? In 
what a condition does he leave them ; and can he forget the 
father, to remember only the philosophy ? 

127. Socrates after having heard him with attention, praised 
his zeal, and expressed his gratitude ; but before he could give 
in to his opinion, was for examining whether it was just for him to 
dqsart out of prison without tlie consent of the Athenians. Th<^ 
question therefore here is, to know whether a man conciemned to 
die, though unjustly, can without a crime escape from justice and 
the laws. Socrates held that it was unjust ; and therefore, nobly 
refused to escape from prison. He reverenced tlie laws of his coun- 
try, and resolved to obey tliem in all tilings, even in his death. 

1 28. At length the fatal sliip returned to Athens, which was in 
a manner the signal fur the deatli of Socrates. The next day all 
hb friends except Plato, who was sick, repaired to tlie prison very 
early in the morning. The jailor desired them to wait a little, 
because the eleven magistrates (who had the direction .0/ the 
prisons) were at the time signifying to the prisoner that he was 
to die the same day. 

1 29* Presently after they entered, and finding Socrates, whose 
chsuns bad been taken off, sitting by Xantippe, his.wife^ wlio held 
one of his children in her arms ; as soon as she perceived them, set- 
ting up great cries, sobbing and tearing lier face and hair, slie 
made the prison resound wi& her complaints ; Oh, my dear Socra- 
tes ! your friends are come to see y^ for the last time ! He desired 
she might be taken away, and she was immediately carried home. 

130^ Socrates passed the rest of the day ivitli hn friends, and 
discoursed with them with hb hsual cheerfulness and tranquillity. 
The subject of conversation was the most important, but adapt- 
ed to the present conjuncture ; that is to say, the imaimtality of 
the soul. What gave occasion to- this discourse, waa a question 
introduced in a mannev by chance, whether a trae^ph^osc^ker 
ought not to desire, and take pakis to die ? ThU frofK^i^ou 
taken too literally implied an opinioB that a pfailosoiiher might 
kill himself. 

131. Socrates shows that nothing is move xmya^ than tbis^ 
notion; and that, man appertaining to Gdd, who formed and 
placed hhn with his own hand in the post he possesses, -cannot 
abandon it without his permission, ner depart from life without 
his order. What b it then that can hKluce a fdhlbsopher to e<k*> 
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t^rt^Q this love for death ? It can be only the hope of that 
happiness idiich he expects in another life ; and that hope can 
be founded only upon the opinion of the soul's immortality. 

1 32. Socrates employed the last day of his life in entertaining 
his friends Upon this great and important subject ; from which 
conversation, Plato's admu*able dialogue, entitled the Phsedon, is' 
wholly taken. He explains to his friends all the arguments foi* 
believing the soul iipmortal, and refutes all the objections .against 
it, which are very near the same as are made at this day. 

133^ When Socrates had done speaking, Crito desired him to 
give him, and the rest of his friends, his last instructions in regard 
to his children and other affairs, that by executing tliem they 
might have the. consc^tion of doing him some pleasure. I shall 
recommend nothing to you this day, replied Socrates, more than 
I have already done, which is to take care of yourselves. You 
cannot do yourselves a greater service, nor do me and my family 
si greater pleasure. 

134. Crito having asked him afterwards in what manner he 
thought fit to be buried ? As you please, said Socrates, if you 
can lay hold of me, and I. not escape out of your hands* * At 
th« same time, looldng on his friends with a smile, I can nevei 
persuade Crito, that Socrates Is he who converses with you, and 
disposes the several parts of his discourse, for he always im- 
agines diat I am what he Is going to see dead in a Uttle while ; 
he confounds me with my carcass, and therefore asks me how I 
would be interred. 

13^. In finishing these words, he rose up, and went to bathe 
himsdf In a chamber adjoining. After he came out of the bath, 
his children were brought to him, for he had three, two very 
litti^, and the other grown up. He spoke to them for some time, 
gave his orders to the women who took care of them, and then 
dismissed them. Being returned into his chamber, he laid him- 
self down upon his bed. 

136. The servant of the -eleven entered at the same instant, 
and having informed him that the time fw drinking the hemlock 
was come, (which was at sunset) the servant was so much af- 
flicted with scMPTOW, that he turned his back and fell weeping. 
" S^,'' said Socrates, " the gctod heart of this man, since my 
imprisonment he has often come- to see me, and to converse widi 
me 5 he is more worthy than all bis fellows ; how heartily the 
pow man weeps for me !'' 

137. This is a remarkable example, and might teach those in 
.an office of this kind how^^ ought to behavie to all prisoners, but 
more especially to peisons of merit, wh«i they are so unhftppy 
BS to fallinto thek hands. The fatsd €iip W«s brought. Socra- 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



186 THE HISTORY 

tes asked what it was necessary for him to do ? Nothingnnore, 
leplied the servant, than as soon as you have drank off th<^ 
draught, to walk about till you find your legs grow weary, and 
afterwards to lie down upon your bed. 

138. He took the cup without any emotion, or change in his 
colour or countenance ; and regarding the man with a steady 
kad assured look: ^< well,''^aid he, " Wliat say you of tRis 
drink | may one make a libation out of it ?" Upon being told 
that there was only enough for one dose : *^ At least continued 
he, " we may say our prayers to the gods, as it is our duty, and 
implore them to make our exit from this world, and our last stage 
happy, which is what I most ardently beg of them.'' After 
having spoken these words, he kept silence for some time, and 
then drank oiSfthe whole draught with an amazing tranquillity 
and serenity of aspect not to be expressed or conceived. 

139. Till then his friends, with great violence to themselves, 
had refrained frofh te^rs, but after he had drank the potion they 
were no longer their own masters, and wept abundantlv. Apol- 
lodorus, who had been in tears during almost the whole <$>nver- 
sation, began then to raise great cries, and to lament with such 
excessive grief, as pierced the hearts of all that were present. 
Socrates alone remained unmoved, and even reproved his friends, 
though with his usual mildness and good nature. 

140. *^ What are you doing :" said he to them. " I admire 
at you ! Oh ! what is become of your 'virtue ? was it not for this 
I sent away the women that they might not fall into these weak- 
nesses : for J have always heard say that we ought to die peace- 
ably, and blessing the gods. Be at ease, I beg you^ and show 
more constancy and resolution." He then obliged them to re- 
strain their tears. 

141. In the mean time he kept walking to and fro ; and when 
he found his legs grow weary, he laid down upon his back, as he 
had been directed. The poison then operated more and more. 

142. When Socrates found it began to giain upon the heart, 
uncovering his face, which had been covered, without doubt to 
prevent any thing from disturbing him in his last moments, 
^^ Crito," said he, '^ we owe a cock to £scnlapius ; discharge 
that, vow for me, and pray do not forget it." Soon after which 
he breathed his last. Crito went to the body, and closed his 
mouth and eyes. Such was the end of Socrates, in the first yeai* 
of the ninety-fifth Olympiad, and the seventieth of his age. 

143. It was not till some time after the death of this great 
man, that the people of Athens perceived their mistake, and 
b^ian to repent of it ; their hatred being satisfied, their preju- 
dices expir^ ; and time having given tbem an opportunity for 
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reflection^ the notorious injustice of the sentence appeared in all 
its horrors. Nothing was heard throughout the city but dis- 
courses in favour of Socrates. 

144. The Academy, the Lycseum, private houses, public 
walks, and market places, seemed still to re-echo the sound of 
his loved voice. " Here," said they, " he formed our youth, 
and taught our children to love their country, and to honour 
their parents. In this place he gave us his admirable lessons, 
and sometimes made us seasonable reproaches, to engage us 
more warmly in the ^pursuit of virtue. Alas ! how have we 
rewarded him for such important services !" Athens was in 
universal mourning and consternation. The schools were shut 
up, and all exercises suspended. 

145. Tjie accusers were called to account for the innocent 
blood they had caused to be shed. Melitus was condemned to 
die, and the rest banished. Plutarch observes, that those who 
had any share in this black calumny were in such abomination 
among the citizens, that no one would give them fire, answer 
them any question, nor go into the same bath with them, lest 
they should be polluted by touching it, which drove them into 
such despair, that many of them killed themselves. 

146. The Athenians, not ccmtented with having punished his 
accusers, caused a statue of brass to be erected to him, of the 
workmanship of the celebraied Lysippus, and placedlt in one 
of the most conspicuous parts of the city. Their respect and 
gratitude rose even to a religious veneration ; they dedicated a 
chapel to him^ as to a hero and a demigod, which they called 
the Chapel of Socrates. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

From the Death of Socrates to tht Death of Epaminmdas. 

1 . Hithato we have pursued the Athenians, both in their suo- 
cesses and their defeats, with peculiar attention ; white they todc 
the lead in the affairs of Greece, it was necessary to place them 
on the fore-ground of the picture 5 but now we must change the 
scene \ and leavmg the Athenians acting an obscure part, go to 
those states who successively took the lead after their downfall. 

2. Sparta seems to be the first state now that gave [aws to the 
rest of the Greeks : their old jealousies began to revive against 
the petty states that had formerly sided against them 5 and the 
Eleans were the first upon whom they fell, under a pretence, that; 
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thev were not admitted by that state to the Olympic games as 
weil as the rest o^ the Grecians. 

3. Having foriiiailj declared war^ and being upon the point 
of plundering the city oi Elis, they were taken into the alliance 
of Sparta; and the conquerors now assumed and enjoyed the 
title of the protectors and arbitrators of Greece. Soon after 
AgesilauSy who was chosen king of Sparta, was sent into Asia 
with an army, under pretence of freeing the Grecian cities : he 
gained a signal victory over Tissaphernes near the river Pacto- 
lus, where he forced the enemy's camp, «od found considerable 
plunder. 

4. This success induced the Persian monarch, instead of 
meeting Agesilaus openly in the field, to subvert his interest 
among the Grecian states by the power of bribery ; and indeed 
this confederacy was now so weakened, its concord and unanim- 
ity so totally destroyed, that they were open to every offer : the 
love of money was now rooted in t|ieir affections ; and the Spar- 
tans were the only people thajt, for a while, seemed to disdain it. 
But the contagion still spreading, even they, at last, 3delded to 
its allurements 3 and every man sought his own emolument, 
without attending to the good of his country. 

5. The Thebans, as they were the first gained over to the 
Persian interest, so they were the most active in promoting it. 
To strengthen their alliance, they 4i»nt ambassadors to the Athe- 
nians wiUi a long representation of the present posture of a£^irs, 
wherein they artfully insinuated their zeal and affection to their 
state : from thence they took occasion to inveigh against the ty- 
ranny of Sparta ; and concluded with telling them, that now 
was the time to throw off the yoke, and to recover their former 
splendour and authority. The Athenians, though they had no 
share of the Persian money, needed not many arguments to en- 
gage them in a rupture of this kuid, for which they had been 
ion^ firsuting a' fit opportunity. 

o. AgesUaus, who had carried on the war in Persia with suc- 
cess, received news of the war being again broke out in G e, 
with orders, at the same time, for hun to return home. He had 
set his heart upon the entire conquest of Persia, and Was pre- 
paring to march farther into the country ; but such was his de- 
ference to the laws, and such his submission to the Ephori, that 
he instantly obeyed their mandate, but left fbur thousand men 
in Asia to maintain his successes there. 

7. The Spartans, however, could not wait his arrival : they 
found confederacies thicken on their hands, and they were ready 
to be attacked on all sides. The Athenians, Argives, Thebans, 
Corinthians and Eqboeans joined against them, and made up a 
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body of twenty-four thousand men : both sides encdmped near 
Sicyon, at a small distance from each other ; and soon came to 
a regular engagement. The Spartan allies at first were entirely 
routed ; but the Spartans themselves turned the scale of victory 
by then- single valour^ and came off conquerors with the loss of 
but eight men. 

8. This victory, however, was in some measure overbalanced 
by a loss at sea, which the Spartans sustained near Cnidus. 
Conon, the Athenian general, being appointed to command the 
Persian fleet against them, took fifty of their ships, and pursued 
the rest into port. Agesilaus, on the other hand, gained a con 
siderable victory over the Athenians and their allies npon the 
plains of Coronea. Thus was the war continued by furious but 
undecisive engagements, in which neither side was a gainer ; and 
in this manner did the Spartans maintain themselves and their 
allies, without any considerable increase or diminution of their 
power. 

9. In this general shock, the Athenians seemed for a while to 
recover their former spirit ; being assisted by Persian money, 
and conducted by Conon, an excellent general, they took the 
field with ardour, and even rebuilt the wdls of their city. From 
the mutual jealousies of these petty states among each other, all 
were weakened, and the Persian monarch became arbitrator of 
Greece. In this manner, after a fluctuation of successes and 
intrigues, aU parties began to grow tired of a war, and a peace 
ensued ; this peace was concluded in the second year of the 98th " 
Olympiad ; and from the many stipulations in favour of Persia, 
Plutarch terms it, " The reproach and ruin of Greece.'* 

10. The Spartans, thus freed from the terrors of a powerful 
foreign enemy, went on to spread terror among the petty states 
of Greece : they gave peremptory orders to the Mantineans tb 
throw down their walls, and compelled them to obedience. They 
obliged the Corinthians to withdraw the garrison from Argosi ; 
and some other little states they treated with an air of supenori- 
ty that plainly marked, that they expected obedience. They 
marched against the Olynthians, who had lately grown into 
power, and effectually subdued them. 

11.. They interposed also in a domestic quarrel which was car- 
ried on at Thebes. Phsebides having seized upon the citadel, 
they turned him out, and placed a garrison of their own in that 
fortress. They then procured articles to be exhibited against 
Ismenias his antagonist, for having taken money of the Persians, 
and holding intelligence with them ; and for having been a prin- 
cipal promoter of their intestine broils : upon which he under- 
went a formal trial before the commissioners deputed from Sptr^ 
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ta ; and oae from each of th« other great cities of Greece, and 
was condemned to death. 

. 12. Thus, having secured Thebes, and having by a tedious 
war humbled the Olynthians, they Vent on to chastise the Phi- 
liasians, for having abused some exiles, that had been restored 
by the orders of Sparta. In this manner they continued distri- 
buting their orders with pride an(t severity ; no state of Greece 
was able to oppose then: authority ; and under the colour of ex- 
ecuting justice, they were hourly paving the way to silpreme 
command. In the midst of this security, they were alarmed 
from a quarter where they least expected. 
. IS. The Thebans had, for four years since the seizing of their 
citadel, submitted, to the Spartan yoke ; but they now took oc- 
casion, by a very desperate attempt, to throw it off; for which 
purpose, there was a secret correspondence carried on between 
the most considerable of the exiles of Athens, and those who 
were well affected to them in Thebes ; and measures were con- 
ducted between them by Phyllidas, secretary' to the Theban 
governors ; by whose contrivance a competent number of exiles 
were to get into the city; and Charon, a man of the first rank 
there, offered his house for their reception. 

14* The day being fixed, they set out from Athens ; and 
twelve of the most active and resolute among them were detached 
to entejr the city, the rest remaining at a proper distance to wait 
the event. The first who offered himself was Pelopidas, who 
.was young and daring, and had been very zealous in encourag- 
ing d^e design ; and, by the share he had in it, gave a sufficient 
earnest of what might be further expected from him in the ser- 
vice of his country. The next man of consequence was Mellon, 
who by some is said to have first projected the scheme with 
PhylUdas. 

15. These two, with their ten associates, dressed themselves 
like peasants, and beat about the fields with dogs and hunting- 
poles, as in search of game. Having thus passed unexpected, 
and cpnveyed themselves into the city, they met at Charon's 
house, as die general rendezvous, where they were soon after 
joined by thirty-six more of their confederates. It was concert- 
ed, that Phyllidas should, on that day, give a great entertain- 
ment to Archias and Philip, the two governors who were ap- 
pointed by the Spartans ; and to make it the more complete, 
he had engaged to provide some of the finest women in the 
town to eive them a meeting. 

16. Matters being thus prepared, the associates divided them- 
fSdves into two bands ; one of which, led by Charon and Mel- 
hn^ were to attack Archias and his compaqy ; and having put 
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on women's clothes over their armour, with pine and poplar over 
their heads, to shade their faces, thJey took thehr opportunity 
when the guests were well heated with wine, to enter the room, 
and immediately stabbed Archias and Philip, with such other of 
the CQmpany as were pointed out to them by Phyllidas. 

17* A little before this execution, Archias received an express 
from Athens, with all the particulars of the conspiracy; and the 
courier conjured him, in the name of the person who wrote the 
letters, that he should read them forthwith, for that they contain- 
ed matter of great importance. But he laid them by unopened ; 
and with a smile, said, ^^ Business to-morrow :^ which words, 
upon that occasion, grew into a proverb. The other band, 
headed by Pelopidas and Dainoclides, went tb attack Leontia- 
des, who was at home, and in bed. 

18. They rushed into his house by surprise ; but he, soon 
taking the alarm, leaped up, and with his sword in his hand^ 
received them at his chamber door, and stabbed CepMsodoras, 
who was the first man that attempted to enter. Pelopidas was 
the next who encountered him ; and after a long and difficult 
dispute killed him. From thence they went in pursuit of Hy 
pates, his friend and neighbour, and despatched him likewise : 
after which they joined the other band, and sent to hasten the 
exiles they had left in Attica. 

19. The whole city was by this time filled with^ terror and con- 
fusion; the houses full of lights^ and the iohabitaots Tunning to 
and fro in the streets, in a wild detracted manner, 'and waidng 
impatiently for day light, that they might distinguish their friends 
from their foes, seemed undetermined what course to take. 

20. Early in the morning, the exiles came in armed, and Pe- 
lopidas appeared with his party, in a general assembly of the 
people, encompassed by the priests, carrying garlands in their - 
hands, proclairaing liberty to the Thebans in general, and ex- 
horting them to fight for their gods and their country ; for though 
they had made such a prosperous beginning, the most difficult 
part still remained, whilst the citadel was in the possession of 
the Spartans, with a garrison of fifteen hundred men, besides a 
great number of citizens and others^ who had fied to them for 
protection, and declared themselves on their side. 

21. Early the next morning, the Athenians sent five thou-^ 
sand foot, and two hundred horse, to the assistance of Pelopi- 
das ; several other bodies of troops also came in from all the 
cities of Bceotia, so that the citadel bdng hemmed round and 
despairing of success from without surrendered at discretion. 

22. The Thebans having thus acquired their freedom, the 
Spartans were resolved, at any rate, to take the lead in the af 
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fairs of Greece, and having incensed these beyond measure, at- 
tempted to seize upon the Pyraeus, and thus make the Atheni- 
ans their irreconcileable enemies. Agesilaus was pitched upon 
to command the army that was to humble the Grecian states. 
His name struck a terror into the Thebans, and the forces, which 
amounted to near twenty thousand men, increased their fears. 

23. The Thebans, therefore, instead of attempting to attack, 
were contented to stand upon their defence, and possessed them- 
selves of a hill near the city. Agesilaus detached a party of 
fight armed men, to provoke them to come down and give him 
battle, which they declining, he drew out his whole forces in 
order to attack diem. Chabrias, who commanded the merce- 
naries on the part of the Thebans, ordered his men to present 
themselves and keep their ranks in close order, with their shields 
laid down at their feet, and their spears advanced, and with one 
leg put forward, and knee upon the half bend. 

24. Agesilaus, finding them prepared in tliis manner to re- 
ceive him, and that they stood as it were in defiance of him, 
thought fit to withdraw his army, and contented himself with 
ravaging the country. • This was looked upon as an extraordi- 
nary stratagem ; and Chabrias valued himself so much upon it, 
that he procmred his statue to be erected in that posture. 

25. Thus through a succession of engagements both by sea 
and land, the Spartans, having provoked a powerful confederacy, 
grew every day weaker, and their enemies more daring. The 
Thebans continually grew bolder ; and instead of continuing to 
defend themselves with difficulty, attacked the enemy with cou- 
rage and success. Though the battles fought between these 
states, were neither regular nor decisive, yet they were such as 
served to raise the courage of the Thebans, to gain them confi- 
dence, and to form them for those great undertakings which were 
shortly to follow. Pelopidas, who headed them at the battle of 
Tanagra, slew the Spartan commander with his own hand. 

26. At the battle of Tegyra, with very unequal forces, he put 
a large body of the enemy to rout. He himself commanded a 
battalion of the Theban army, distinguished by the name of the 
Sacred Van. They were as' remarkable for their fidelity to each 
other, as for their strenglli and courage ; they were linked by the 
bonds of common friendship 5 and were sworn to stand by each 
other hi the most dangerous extremities. Thus united they be^ 
came invincible, and generally turned the victory in their favour, 
for a succession of years, until they were at last cut down as one 
man, by the Macedonian phalanx under Philip. 

27. A peace of short continuance followed these successes of 
the Thebans, but tliev soon fell mto tumults and seditions again. 
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The inhabitaiits of Xackithus and Corcyra having expelled 
their magistrates, put themselves under the protection of Athens, 
and repiUsed the Spartans, who attempted to restore their magis- 
trates by force. 

2S. About the same time the inhabitants of Plataea, applying 
to their old friends the Athenians, for their protection and alii* 
ance, the Thebans took offence at it, and demolished the town ; 
and soon after, did the same by Thespiae. The Athenians were 
so highly incensed at the treatment of those two cities, which 
had deserved so well of the common cause in the Persian war, 
that they would act no longer in conjunction with them ; and 
upon theur breaking with them, the affairs of Greece took a new 
and unexpected turn. 

29. It now began to appear that the Thebans were growing 
into power ; and while Sparta and Athens were weakening each 
other by mutual contests, this state, which had enjoyed all the 
emoluments without any of the expenses of the war, was every 
day growing more vigorous and independent. The Thebans, wlio 
now began to take the lead in the affairs of Greece, were naturally 
a hardy and robust people, of slow iutellects and strong consti- 
tutions. 

' 30. It was a constant maxim with them, to side either with 
Athens oar Sparta in their mutual contests ; and which soever 
they mclined to, they were generally of weight enough to turn 
the balance. However they had hitherto made no further use 
of that weight, than to secure themselves ; but the spirit which 
now appeared among them, was first implanted by Pelopidas, 
their deliverer from the Spartan yoke ; but still further carried 
to its utmost height, by Epaminondas, who now began to' figure 
in the affairs oC Greece. 

31. Epaminondas was one of those few exalted characters, with 
scarce any vice, and almost every virtue to distinguish him from 
the rest of mankind. Though in the beginning possessed of every 
quality necessary for the service of the state, he chose to lead a 
private life, employed in the lAudy of philosophy, and showing 
an example of the most rigid observance of all its doctrines. 

32. Truly a philosopher, and poor out of taste, he despised 
riches, without affecting any reputation from that contempt ; and 
if Justin may be believed, he coveted glory as little as he did 
money. It was always against his will tibat coramandc vere con- 
ferred apon him ; and he behaved himself in them iB such a 
manner, as did more honour to dignities, than dignities to him. 

SS. Though poor himself, and without any estate, his very 
poverty, by drawing upon him the esteem and confidence of the 
rich, gave hbn the opportmiity of doing good to others. One 
I 
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of his friends being in great necessity, Epaminondas sent him 
to a very rich citizen, with orders .to ask him for a thousand 
crowns in his name ; that rich man coming to his house to know 
his motive for directing his friend to him upon such an errand, 
*' whjr/' replied Epaminondas, " it is because this honest man 
is in want and you are rich." 

34. Fond of leisure, which he devoted to the study of philo- 
sophy, his darling passion, he shunned public employments, and 
made no interest but to exclude himself from them. His modera- 
tion concealed him so well, that he lived obscure, and almost un- 
known. His merit however discovered him. He was taken from 
his solitude by force, to be placed at the head of armies 5 and he 
demonstrated that philosophy, though generally in contempt 
with those who aspire at the glory of arms, is wonderfully use- 
ful in forming heroes : for it was- a great advance towards con- 
quering the enemy, to know how to conquer one's self. 

35. In this school, anciently, were taught the great maxims 
of true policy, the rules of every kind of duty, the motives for a 
due discharge, of them ; what we owe our country 5 the right 
use of authority ; wherein true courage consists ; in a word, the 
qualities that form the good citizen, statesman, and great cap- 
tain ; and in all these Epaminondas excelled. 

36. He possessed all the ornaments of the mind. He had the 
talent of speaking in perfection ; and was well versed in the 
most sublime sciences. But a modest reserve threw a veil over 
all these excellent qualities, which still augmented their value ; 
and of which he knew not what it was to be ostentatious. Spin- 
tharus, in giving his character, said, tttit he never had met with 
a man who knew more and spoke le^ 

37. Such was the general appointedlto command the Theban 
army, and act in conjunction with Pelopidas, with whom he had 
the most perfect and the most disinterested friendship. This 
state being left out in the general treaty of peace, and thus 
having the Spartans and Athenians confederated against k, they 
appeared under the utmost consternation ; and all Greece look- 
ed upon them as lost and undone. The Spartans ordered levies 
to be made in all parts of Greece, that sided with them ; and 
Cleombrotus their general marched towards the frontiers of. 
Boeotia, secure of victory. 

38. i|^ling, however, to give his hostilities an air of justice, 
he sent ^ demand of the Thebans, that they should xesUae the 
cities that they had usurped, to their liberties ; that they should 
rebuild those that they had demolished before, and msuLe resti- 
tution for all their former wrongs. To this it was replied ^ ^^ that 
the Thebans were accountable to none but heaven for their con* 
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duct." Nodiing now remained on both sides, but to prepare for 
action. 'Epaminondas i mmediately raised all the troops he could, 
and began his march. His army^did not amount to six thou- 
sand men, and the enemy had above four times that number. 

39. As several bad omens were urged to prevent his setting 
out, he replied only by^a verse from Homer, of which the sense 
is. There is but one good omen ; to fight for one^s comUry. 
However, to re-assure the soldiers, by nature superstitious, and 
whom he observed to be discouraged, he instructed several per- 
sons to come from different places, and report auguries and omens 
in his favour, which revived the spirits and hopes of his troops. 

40. Epaminondas had wisely taken cai-e to secure a pass. by 
which Cleombrotus might have shortened bis march considera- 
bly. The latter after having taken a large compass arrived ai 
Leuctra, a small town of Bceotia, between Platsea, and Thespi«. 
Both parties consulted whether they should give battle ; which 
Cleombrotus resolved, by the advice of all his officers ; who 
represented to him, that if he declined fighting with such a su- 
periority of troops, it would confirm the current report, that^ he 
secretly favoured the Thebans. 

41. The latter had an essential reason for hastening a battle 
before the arrival of the troops, which the enemy daily expected. 
However, the six generals who formed the council of war^ differ- 
ed in their sentiments ; the seventh, who was Epaminondas, came 
in very good time, to join the three that were for fighting ; and 
his opinion carrying the question, the battle was resolved 
upon. 

42. The two armies were y&ry unequal in number : that of the 
J^cedaemonians, as has been said, consisted of twenty-four thou- 
sand foot, and sixteen hundred horse ; the Thebans had only six 
thousand foot, and four hundred horse, but all of them choice 
troops, animated by their experience in war, and determined to 
conquer or die. 

43. The Lacedaemonian cavalry, composed of men picked 
up by chance, without valour and ill disciplined, was as much 
inferior to their enemies in courage, as superior in number. The 
mfantry could not be depended on, except the Lacedaemonians ; 
the allies, as has been said, having engaged in the war with re- 
luctance, because they did not approve the motive of it $ and 
being b^des, dissatisfied with the Lacedaemonians. . 

44. The ability of the generals on either side, supplied the 
place of numerous armies, especially of the Theban, who was the 
most accomplished soldier of his time. He was supported by 
Pelopidas, at the head of the sacred battalion, composed of three 
hundred Thebans, united i^ a strict friendship and affection, and 
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engaged, under a partictdar oath, never to fly, but to defend 
each other to the last. 

45. Upon the day of battle, the two armies dre^ up on a 
plain. Cleombrotus was upon the right, at the head of a body 
consisting of Latedsemonians, on whom he confided most, and 
whose files were twelve deep. To take the advantage, which his 
superiority of horse gave him in an open country, he posted them 
in front of the Lacedaemonians. Archidamus, the son of Agesi- 
laus, was at the head of ,the allies, who formed the left wing. 

46. Epaminondas, who resolved to charge with his left, 
which he commanded in person, strengthened it with the choice 
of his heavy armed troops, whom he drew up fifty deep ; the sec- 
ond battalion was upon his left, and closed the wing. The rest 
of his infantry were posted upon his right, in an oblique line, which 
the further it extended, was the more distant from the enemy. 

47. By this uncommon disposition, his design was to cover 
his flank on the right ; to keep ofi* his right wing, as a kind of 
reserved body; that he might not hazard the event of the battle 
upon the weakest part of his army ; and to begin the action 
with his left wiiig, where his best troops were posted, to turn 
the whole weight of the battle upon Cleombrotus, and the Spar* 
tans. He was assured, that, if he could penetrate the Lacedee- , 
roonian phalanx, the rest of the army would soon be put to the 

. rout. As for his horse, he disposed them after the enemy's ex- 
ample, in the front of his left. 

48. The action began with the cavalry. As the Thebans 
were better mounted, and braver troops than the Lacedaemonian 
horse, the latter were not long before they were broke, and driven 
upon the infantry, which they put into some confusion. Epam- 
inondas followed his horse close, marched swiftly up to Cleom- 
brotus, and fell upon his phalanx with all the weight of his heavy 
battalion. The latter, to make a diversion, detached a body of 
troops, with orders to take Epaminondas in flank, and to sur- 
round him. 

49. Pelopidas, upon the sight of that movement, advanced 
with iQcredible speed and boldness, at the head of the sacred 
battalion, to prevent the enemy's design ; and fldnked Cleom- 
brotus himself, who, by that sudden and unexpected attack, was 
put into disorder. The battle was very fierce and obstinate ; 
and, whilst Cleombrotus could act, the victory continued in sus» 
pense and declared for neither party. But when he fell dead 
with his wounds, the Thebans, to complete the victory, and the 
Lacedemonians, to avoid the shame of abandoning the body of 
their king, redoubled their efibrts, and a great slaughter ensued 
on both sides 
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50. The Spartans fought with 30 much fury about the body, 
that at length they gained their point, and carried it off. Ani- 
mated by so glorious an advantage, tliey prepared to return to 
the charge, which perhaps would have proved successful, had 
the allies seconded their ardour : but the left wing seeing the 
Lacedaemonian phalanx broken, and believing all lost, especially 
when they heard that the king was dead, took to flight, and drew 
off the rest of the army. Epaminondas followed them vigor- 
ously, and killed a great number in the pursuit. The Thebans 
remained masters of the field of battle, erected a trophy, and 
permitted the enemy to bury their dead. 

51. The Laceddemonians had never received such a blow. 
The most bloody defeat, till then, had scarce ever cost them more 
than four or five hundred of their citizens. Here they lost four 
thousand, of whom one thousand were Lacedaemonians and four 
hundred Spartans, out of seven hundred that were in the battle. 
The Thebans had only three hundred men killed, among whom 
were four of their citizens. 

52. The city of Sparta was celebrating at that time tlie Gym- 
nastic games, and was full of strangers, whom curiosity had 

^ brought thither. When the couriers arrived from Leuctra, with 
the terrible news of their defeat, the Ephori, though perfectly 
sensible of all the consequences, and that the Spartan empire 
had received a mortal wound, would not permit the representa- 
tions of 'the theatre to be suspended, nor any changes in the 
celebration of the festival. They sent to every family the names 
of their relations who were killed, and staid in the theatre to see 
that the danpes and games were continued, witiiout interruption, 
to the end. 

53. The next day, in the morningf the loss of each family be- 
ing, known, the friends aiid relations of those who liad died in the 
battle, met in the public place, and saluted and embraced each 
other with great joy and serenity in their looks, whilst the others 
kept themselves close in their houses 5 or, if necessity obliged 
them to go abroad, it was with a sadness and dejection of aspect, 
which sensibly expressed their profound anguish and affliction. 
That difference was still more remarkable in the women ; grief, 
silence, tears, distinguished those who expected the return of 
their sons; but such as had lost their sons, were seen hurryrag 
to tlie temple, to thank the gods, and coogratulating each other 
upon their glory and good fortune. 

54. One great point under immediate consideration, was con.- 
cerning those who had fled out of the battle. They were, by 
the law, in that case, to be degraded from all honour, and ren- 
dered infamous ; insomuch, that it was a disgrace to intermarry 
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with them ; they were to appear publicly in meaa and dirty habits^ 
with patclttd and party-coloured garments, and to go half shavcnl; 
and whoever met them in the streets might insult and beat them, 
and they were not to make any resistance. This was so severe a 
law, and such numbers had incurred the penalties of it, many of 
whom were of great families and interest 5 and they apprehended 
the execution of it might occasion some public commotions ; be- 
sides, that these citizens, such as they were, eould be very ill 
spared at this time, when they wanted to recruit the army. 

55. Under this difficulty they gave . Agesilaus a power even 
over the laws 5 to dispense with them ; to abrogate them ; or to 
enact such new ones as the present exigency required. He 
would not abolish or make any variation in the law itself 5 but 
made a public declaration, that it should lie dormant for that 
single day, but revive and be in full force again on the morroAv ; 
and, by that expedient, he saved the citizens from infamy. 

56. So great a victory was fdlowed by instantaneous effects ; 
numbers of the Grecian states that had hitherto remained neuter, 
now declared in favour of the conquerors : and increased their 
army to the amount of seventy thousand men. Epaminondas 
entered Laconia with an army, the twelfth part of which were 
not Thebans : and finding the country hithertoTintouched by an 
army, he ran through it with fire and sword, destroying and 
plundering a& far as the river Eurotas. 

57. This river was at that time very much swoln by the melt- 
ing of the snow, and the Thebans found more difficulty in passing 
it than they expected, as well from the rapidity as the extreme 
coldness of the water. As Epaminondas was passing at the 
head of his infantry, some of the Spartans showed him to Agesi- 
laus, who after iiaving attentively followed and considered mm 
with his eyes a long time, could not help crying out^ in admira- 
tion of his valour, " Oh ! the wonder-working man !^' 

58. The Theban general, however, contented himself with 
over-running the country, without attempting any thing upon 
Sparta, and, entering Arcadia, reinstated it in all Its former 
privileges and liberties. The LacedaemoniSms had some timo 
before stripped the harmless natives of all their possessions, 
and obliged them to take refuge among strangers. Their coun- 
try was equal in extent to Laconia, and as fertile as the best in 
Greece. 

59* Its ancient inhabitants, who were dispersed in different 
regions of Greece, Italy, and Sicily, on the first notice given 
them, returned with incredible joy, animated by the love of their 
country, natural to all men ; and almost as much by the hatred 
of the Spartans, which the length of time had only increased 
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They built themselves a city, which from the ancient name was 
called Messene. 

60. After performing such signal exploits, Pelopidas and Epa- 
minondas, the Theban generals, once more returned home ; not 
to share the triumph and acclamations of their fellow-citizens, 
but to answer the accusations that were laid against them : they 
were now both summoned as criminals against the state, for having 
retained their posts four months beyond the time limited by law. 

61. This offence was capital by the law of Thebes 5 and those- 
who stood up for the constitution were very earnest in having it 
observed with punctuality. Pelopidas was the first cited before 
the tribunal : he defended himself with less force and greatness 
of mind tnah was expected from a man of his character, by na- 
ture warm and fiery. That valour, haughty and intrepid in fight, 
forsook him before his judges. His air and discourse, which had 
something timid and creeping in it, denoted a man who was 
afraid of death, and did not in the least incline the judges in his 
favour, who acquitted him, not without difficulty^ 

62. Epaminondas, on the contrary, appeared with all the 
confidence of conscious innocence : instead of justifying himself, 
he enumerated his actions : he repeated, in haughty terms, in 
what manner he had ravaged Laconia, re-established Messenia, 
and re-united Arcadia in one body. He concluded with saying, 
that he should die with pleasure, if the Thebans would renounce 
the sole glory of those actions to him, and declare that he had done 
them by his own authority, and without their participation. All 
the voices were in his favour, and he returned from his trial, as 
he used to return from battle, with glory and universal applause. 

63. Such dignity has true valour, that it in a manner seizes 
the admiration of mankind by force. This manner of reproacii- 
Ing them had so good an effect, that his enemies declined any 
further prosecution ; and he, with his colleague, were honourably 
acquitted. His enemies, however, jealous of his glory, with a 
design to affront him, caused liim to be elected city scavenger ; 
he accepted the place with thanks, and asserted, that instead of 
deriving honour from the office, he would give it dignity in his turn. 

64. In the mean time, the Spartans, struck with consternation 
at their late defeats, applied to the Athenians for succour, who, 
after some hesitation, determined to assist them with all their 
forces ; and a slight advantage the Spartans had gained over the 
Arcadians, in which they did not lose a man, gave a promising 
dawn of success. The Persian kmg was also applied to for as- 
sistance in the confederacy against Thebes ; but Pelopidas, un-* 
dertaking an embassy to that court, frustrated their purpose, and ^ 
induced that great monarch to stand neuter. 
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65. Thebes being thus rid of so powerful an enemy, had less 
fears of withstanding the confederacy of Sparta and Athens ; but 
a new and unexpected power was now growing up against them ; 
a power which was one day about to swallow up the liberties 
of Greece, and give laws to all mankind. 

66. Some years before this, Jason, the king of Pherae, was 
chosen general of the Tliessalians by the consent of the people : 
he was at the head of an army of about eight thousand horse, 
and twenty tholisand heavy armed foot, without reckoning light 
infantry, and might have undertaken any thing with such a body 

. of disciplined and intrepid troops, who had an entire confidenru 
in the valour and conduct of their commander. Death prevent- 
ed his designs ; he was assassinated by persons who had con- 
spired his destcuction. 

67* His two brothers, Polydonis and Poliphron, were sub- 
stituted in his place. Against them Pelopidas was sent : the 
latter of whom killed the other for the sake of reigning alone, 
and was soon after killed himself by Alexander of Pherae, wb<i 
seized the government, under the pretence of revenging the dealli 
of Polydonis his father. The Theban general soon compelled 
Alexander to make submission to him, and attempted by mild 
usage to change the natural brutality of his disposition. But 
Alexander, long addicted to a del^auched life, and possessed of 
insatiable avarice, secretly withdrew from all constraint, and 
resolved to s^ize an opportunity of revenge. 

68. It was not till some time after that this offered : for Pelo< 
^ pidas being appointed ambassador to Alexander, who was at that 

time at the head of a powerful army, he was seized upon, and 
made prisoner, contrary to all the laws of nations and humanity. 
It was in vain that the Thebans complained of this infraction ; it 
was in vain that they sent a powerful army, but headed by in- 
different generals, to revenge the insult : their army returned 
without effect, and Alexander treated his prisoners with the ut- 
most severity. It was left for Epaminondas only to bring the ty- 
rant to reason. Entering Thessalia at the head of a powerful 
army, his name spread such a terror, that the tyrant offered 
terms of submission, and delivered up Pelopidas from prison. 

69. Pelopidas was scarce freed from confinement when he re- 
solved ta punish the tyrant for his perfidy and breach of faith. 
He led a body of troops against Alexander, to a place called Cy- 
nocephaliis, where a bloody battle ensued, in which the Thebans 
were victorious ; but Pelopidas was unfortunately slain : his coun- 
trymen considered their successes very dearly earned which they 
had obtained by his death. The lamentations for him were gene« 
ral 5 his fuiieral was magnificent, and his praises boundless, 
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70. Alexander faimseif soon after was killed by Theba his 
wife, and her IhreMujotfeera ; jgho^ long shock^ at hi^ cruel- 
ties, resoled tancTtlie world of such a jnonsten Tbe aceoutit 
has it, that he slepf ev ^ n ight goardicTby a dog^ip a chamber 
wiiich-was ascended by aTadder.^^bcbaf^iliured.away the dog^ 
and covered the steps of tbeiadder with wool to prevent noke ; 
and then, with the assistance of her brothers, sta5bed him in 
several'parts of the body. 

71. In the mean time, the war betw^n the Tbebans and the 
Spartans proceeded with nnabated vigour. The Thebafks were 
headed by their favourite general, Epaminondas; those of Spar- 
ta by Agesilaus, the xmly man in Qreece that was then able to 
oppose him. """^ - 

72. The first attempt of ^Epaminondas in this campaign, 
marked his great abilities, and his skill in the art of war. Being 
informed that Agesilaas had begun his march with his army, and 
Iiad left but few citizens to defend Sparta at home, he marched 
directly thither by night, with a design to take the city by sur- 
prise, as it had neither walls nor troops to defend it ; but luckily, 
Agesilaus was appriiSed of his design, and despatched one of his 
hagfse to advise the city cff its danger ; soon after, arriving with a 
powerful succour in person, he had scarce entered the town, 
when the Thebans were seen passing the Eurotas, and coming 
on against the city. 

7S* Epaminondas, who perceived that his design was discov- 
ered, thought it incumbent on him not to retire widiout some at- 
tempt. He therefore made his troops advance ; and maktx^ use 
of valom* instead of stratagem, he attacked the city at saveitil 
quMters, penetrjited as ^ as the public place, and seized that 
part cf Sparta vthkh lay on the hither side of the rhrer. Agesi- 
laus made head every where, and defended himself whb much 
more valour than could be expected from his years. 

74. He saw well that it was not now a time, as liefore, to 
spare himself, and to act only upon the defensive, but that he 
^d need of all hi^ courage and daring, and to fight with «l) the 
vigour of despair. His son Archidamus, at the head of the 
Spartan youth, behaved whh incredible valour wherever the 
danger was greatest ; and with his small troop, stopped the ene- 
my, and made head against them on all si<)es. 

75. A young Spartan, named Isadas, distinguished himself 
-particulsu-ly in this action. He was very handsome in the fece, 

perfectly well shaped, of an advantageous staiiire, and in the 
ilower of his yomh ; he had neither armour nor clothes upon hia 
body, which shone wHb ^1 : he held a ^ar in one band, and a 
sward in th« other. . Ifi this conditiott he quitted his house wiflk 

12 

» > Digitized by Google 



202 THE HISTORY 

the utmost eagerness ; and breaking throiigh tbe press of the 
Spartans that fought, he threw himself upon the enemy ; gave 
mortal wounds at every blow, and laid all at his feet who opposed 
him, without receiving any hurt himself. 

76. Whether the enemy were dismayed at so astomsbing a 
sight, or, says Plutarch, the gods took pleasure in preserving 
him upon account of his extraordinary valour ; it is said, the 
ephori decreed him a crown after the battle In honour of his 
exploits ; but afterwards fined him a thousand drachms, for hav- 
ing exposed himself to so great a danger without arms. 

77' Epaminottdas, thus failing in his designs, was resdved be* 
fore he laid down hb command, which was near expuring, to give 
the Lacedsemonians and Athenians battle, as they followied him 
close in the rear. The Greeks had never iou^ among them- 
selves with more numerous armies. The Lacedaemonians consist- 
ed of more than twenty thousand foot, and two thousand horse : 
the Thebans of thirty thousand foot, and three thousand horse. 

78. Up<Hi the right wing of the former, the Mantineans, Ar* 
cadians, and Lacedaemonians, were posted in one line; the Ele- 
ans and Acbaeans, who were the weakest of their troops, had 
the centre ; and the Athenians alone composed the left win^. In 
the other army, the Thebpms and Arcadians, were <» the left, 
the Argives on the right, and the other allies in the centre. The 
cavalry on each side were disposed in thp wings. 

79/Ti)e Theban general marched in order of battle, that he 
might not be obliged, when he came up with the enemy, to lose 
in the disposition of his army a time which cannot be recovered 
when lost in great enterprises. He did not march direedy, and 
with his front to the enemy, but in a colomn upon the hills, with 
bis left wing foremost; as if he did not intend lo fight thxt day. 

80. When lie was over against them, at a quarter of a league's 
distance, he made the troops halt, and lay down their arms, as if 
he deigned to encamp there. The enemy, in effect, were de- 
ceived by his stand ; and reckoning no longer upon a batde, they 
quitted l^ieir arms, dispersed themselves about the camp, and 
suffered that ardour to be extinguished which a near approach 
of battle is wont to kindle in the hearts of the soldiers. 

81. Epaminondas, however, by suddenly whe^ng his troops, 
changed his column into a line, and having drawn out thechoice 
troops, whom he had expressly posted m front upon his march ^ 
he made them double their fiks upon the front of hirkft wing, 
to add to its strei^,attd to put it into a coaditientd^attaLckui a 
noiol the Lacedflemonian phatanx> which by the nvyvcment he 
Iiad made^ laced it directly. He ordered the centre and rig^t 
wins of his army to move v^ slowj and to hah before they < 
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up with the enemy, that he might not hazard the event of the 
battle upon the troops of which he had no great opinion. 

82. He expected to decide the victory by that body of chosen 
troops which he commanded in person, and which he had formed 
iBlo a column to attack the enemy in a wedge-like^ point. He 
assured himself, that if he could penetrate the Lacedaemonian 
phfilanx, in which the enemy's principal force consisted, he should 
not find it difficult to rout the rest of the army, by charging upon 
the right and left with his victorious troops. 

83. But that he might prevent the Athenians in the left wii^ 
froiki coming to the support of their right against his intended 
attack, he made a detachment of his horse and foot advance out 
of the line, and posted thenr upon a risii^ ground in readiness to 
flank the Athenians, as well to cover his right as to alarm them, 
and give them reason to apprehend being taken in flank and rear 
themselves, if they advanced to sustain their right. 

84. After having disposed his whole army in this manner, he 
moved on to charge tlie enemy with the whole weight of 4ii^ 
column. They were strangely surprised when they saw Epam- 
inondas advance towards them in this order ; and resumed their 
arms, bridled their horses, and made all the haste they coiUd to 
their ranks. 

85. Whilst Epaminondas marched against the enemy, the 
cavalry that covered his flank on the left, the best at that time 
in Greece, «itirely composed of Thebans and Thessalians, had 
orders to attack the enemy's horse. Th^ Theban general, whom 
nothii^ escaped, had artfully bestowed bow-men, slingers, and 
dart-0ien in the intervals of his horse, in order to begin the dis* 
orders of the enemy's cavalry, by a previous discharge of a, 
shower of arrows, stones, and iavelins upon them. 

86. The other army had iieglected to take the same precaa* 
tion ; and nuide another fault not le$s considerable in giving as 
much depth to the squadrons as if they had been a phalanx. 
By this means their horse were incapable of supporting long the 
charge of the Thebans. After having made several ineffectual 
attacks with great loss, they were obliged to retire behind their 
infantry. 

87. In the mean time, Epaminondas with his body of foot, had 
charged tlie Lacedaemonian phalanx. The troops fought ori both 
sides with incredible ardour, both the Thebans and Lacedsemo>* 
nians bdng resolved to perish rather than yield tbeglory of arms 
to their rivals. They began with fighting with the spear ; and 
those first anas being soon broken in the fury of the combat, 
They charged each other sword in hand. The resistance wa« 
eiil;uaUy obstinate $ and the slat^hter very great onl>oth sidesi 
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S8« The troofis despising danger, and desiring only to ffistia- 
guish themselves by the greaoiess of Uieir acttoos^ chose rather 
to die in their ranksy than to lose a step of their ground. The 
furious slaughter on both sides, havii^ continued a gveat while, 
without a victory inclining to either, Epaminondas, to force it 
to declare for him, thought it his du^ to make an extraordiQary 
effort in person, without r^ard to the danger of his own life. 

89. He formed therefore a troop of the bravest and most de- 
terminate about him, and putting himself at the head of th6m 
made a vigorous charge up<Hi.the enemy, where the battle was 
most warm, and wouwied the general of the Lacedemonians 
with the first javelin he threw. This troop, by his example, 
having wounded or killed all that stood in their way, broke aiid 
penetrated the phalanx. "Hie Liacedapmonians, dismayed by 
the presence of Epaminondas, and overpowered by the weight 
of that intrepid .party, were reduced to give ground. 

90. The gross of the Theban troops, animlited by their gene- 
ral's example and success, drove back the enemy upon his right 
and left, and made great slaughter of them. But some troops 
of the Spartans, perceiving tlmt Epaminondas abandoned him- 
self too much to his urdour, suddenly rallied, and returning to 
the fight, charged him with a shbwer of javelins. Whilst he 
kept off part of those darts, shwitied some of them,' fenced off 
others, and was fighting with the most heroic valour, a Spartan, 
named Callicrates gave him a mortal wound with a jiaiveltn in the 
breast ao-oss his cmrass. 

91. The wood of the javelin being broke off, the iron head 
continuing in the wound, the torment was insoppKHtable, and he 
fell immediatdy. The battle began around him with new fury^ 

. ,.^^^^ the one side using thdr utmost endeavours to take him alive, and 
^';^|S other to save him. The Thebans gained their point at last, 

y^):^^i^t9xvkd him off, after having put the enemy to flight. 

:.^^ '^2. After several different movements, and alternate losses 
and advantages, the troops on both sides stood st^l, and rested 
upon their arms ; and the trumpets of the two armies, as if by 
consent, sounded the retreat at the same time. Each party pre- 
tended to the vict(Mry, and erected a trophy ; ther Thebans be^ 
cause they had defeated the right wing, and r^mtnned masters of 
the field of battle ; the Athenians, because they had cut the de 
tachment in (ueces. And finom.diis point oi honour both sides 
refused at first to ask leave to bury their dead, which, with the 
ancients, was confessing their defeat. The Lacedaemonians, 
however sent first to demand that permission, after which, the 
rest had no thouglits but of paying the last dilties tothe slain, 
93. In die mem time, Epaminonilas Imd been earned into 
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the camp. The smrgeonsy after lunriiig examined the wound, de* 
clared that he wcnild exjMie as soon as the head of the dart was 
drawn oat of it. Those words gave aU that were present the 
utmost sorrow and affliccton, who were inconsolable on seeing 
so great a min upon the point of expiring. For him, the only 
coneer A he expressed was about his arms^ and the success of the 
batde. Wfa^ they ^wed him his shield, and assured him 
that the Thebans bad gained the victory, turning towards his 
friends with a calm and serene air, ^ all then b well/' said he, 
and <soon after, upon drawing the head of the javelin out of his 
body, he expired in the arms of victory. 

94. As the glory of Thebes rose with Epaminondas, so it fell 
with him, and he is perhaps the only instance of one man's being 
aible to inspire his countiy with military glory, and lead it on to 
conquest, without having had a predecessor, or leaving an im- 
itator of his example. 

95. The battle of Mantinea was the greatest that ever was 
fonght by Grecians against Grecians ; the whole strengthof the 
country being drawn out, and tanged according to tlieir differ- 
ent interests ; and it was fought with an obstinacy equal to the 
importance of it, which was the fixing the empire of Greece. And 
this must <>f course, have beeu transferred to the Thebans upon 
their victory, if they had not lost the fruits of it by the death of 
their general, who was the soul of all their counsels and designs. 

96. This blasted all their hopes, and put out their sudden 
blaze of power almost as soon as it was kindled. However, 
they did not presently give up their pretensions ; they were still " 
ranked among the leading states, and made several further strug- 

. gles ; but they were faiut and ineffectual, and sudi as were 
rather for life and being, than for superiority nnd dominion. A 
peace therefore was proposed, which was ratifi^sd by all the states 
of Greece except Sparta, the conditions of which w^re, that every 
state should maintain what they possessed, and iiold it indepen- 
dent of • any other power. 

97. A state of repose ensued this peace, m which'the Grecian 
powers seemed to slacken from their former animosities, and if we 
except an expedition under Agesihms into Egypt, whhher he 
went to assist Tachos, who bad usurped that kingdom, and in 
which he died, there was little done for several yeais foUowiiig. 
The Athenians, more particularly, when they found themselves 
delivered from him who kept up their emulaticm, grew insoteitt 
and remiss ; ' and abandoned theYns^es to their ease and pie** 
sure, being wholly taken up with ^hows, sports, and festifus. 

98. Tl^y were naturally too mu6h addicted to these amuse* 
mtets, and they had formeriy been encouraged in them by. Perl 
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cl€Sy irilo knew how to lead tbem by their inclinaliODS^and took 
thb method to ingratiate himself, and to divert them from io- 
meeting too narrowly into his admimstcation. But they now ear- 
ned their diversions to a much higher pitch of extravagance. 

99* They had such a passion for the stage, that it stifled in 
them all other thoughts either of business or of gbry. In thon^ 
the decorations and other charges attending the theatre, were so 
excessive, that Plutarch says, <^ It cost more to represent siome 
of the famous pieces of Sophocles and Euripides than it had 
done to carry on the war against the barbarians." 

100. And in order to support this chaige, th^ seized upon the 
fund ^ich had been set apart for the war, with a prohibition 
upon pain of death, ever to advise the applying of it to any other 
purpose. They not only reversed this decree, but went as far the 
other way, making it death to propose the restoring the fund 
to the uses to which it had before been appropriated, under the 
same penalties. 

101. By diverting the course of the supplies in so extraordi- 
nary a manner, and entertafning the idle citizen at the expense 
of the soldier and mariner, they seemed to-have no remains of 
that spirit and vigour which they had exerted in the Persian 
wars, when they demolished their houses to furnish out a navy, 
and when the women stoned a man to death, who proposed to 
appease the Great King (as he was called) by paying tribute, 
and ddng homage. 

102. In thb general remissness, it was not to be supposed that 
their allies would treat them with the respect they demanded. 

A J C ^^^ ^ the states, that had hitherto been in alliance 
1 . g * with them, and had found security under their protec- 
* tirni, took up arms against them. In reducing these, 
Chabrias, Ipldcrates, and Timotheusgained great reputation ; 
and are supposed to have been consummate generals ; but their 
successes are too minute to rank them among the class of emi 
nent commanders ; and whaitever their skill might have been, 
there wanted a great occasion for its display. 

103. This war opened with the siege of Chio, in which the 
Athenians were repulsed ; and Chabrias, unwilling to abandon 
his vessel, preferred death to flight. The siege of Byzantium 
followed, before which the fleet of the contending powers was 
dispersed by a storm, in consequence of which the Athenian 
generals were recalled. Timotheus was fined a great sum, but 
being too poor to pay he went into voluntary banishment. 

* 104. Iphicrates was abo obliged to answer for himself, but 
he got ofi" by his eloquence $ and in the mean time, the afiairs of 
Athens succeeded but ill under the guidance of Charis^ who wan 
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left sole cmnmander. A peace was conduded, wlna^by every 
dty and people were left to the full enjoyment of their liberty $ and 
thus the war of the allies ended after havmg continued three years. 
105. During these transactions, a power was growing up in 
Greece, hitherto unobserved, but now too cons(»cuous and formi- 
dable to be overlooked in the general picture — ^thb was that of the 
Macedonians, a people hitherto obscinre, and in a manner bar- 
barous, and who, though warlike and hardy, had never yet pre- 
sumed to intermeddle in the afiairs of Greece ^ but now several 
circumstances concurred to raise them firom obscurity, and to 
involve tJbem in measures which, by degrees, wrought a thorough 
change in the state of Greece. It will be necessary, therefore^ 
to bc^n with a short account of their power and origin, before 
we enter into a detail of that conspicuous part which they aftei^ 
wards performed on the theatre of the world. 

CHAPTER Xni. 

From the Birth to the Death of Philip y King ofMacedon. 

1. The people of Macedon were hitherto considered as 
makmg no part of the Grecian confederacy ; they were looked 
upon as borderers, as men, in a measure semi-barbarians ; who 
boasted indeed of taking their ori^n from the Greeks, but who 
hitherto neither possessed their politeness, nor enjoyed their 
freedom ] they had little dr no intercourse with their mother 
country ; they had contracted the habits and manners of the na- 
tives where they were settled, and, from thence, they were 
treated witli similar disrespect. 

2. The first king who is mentioned with any degree of cer- 
tainty to have reigned in Macedonia, was Caranu8,.by birth an 
Aigive, and said to be the sixteenth in descent from Hercules. 
It was upon this foundation, that Phil^ afterwards grounded his 
pretensions to be of the race of Hercules, and assumed to him 
divine honours. Caranus, therefore, is commonly reputed to have 
led forth a body of his countrymen, by the advice of the oracle, 
into these parts where he settled, and made himself king. 

S. Caranus, having according to the general account, reigned 
twenty-eight years, tlw succession was cmitinued after him to the 
times we are now treating of. But there is very little worth no- 
tice recorded of these kings, they being chiefly empk>yed in de* 
ftsidittg tbemsdves against the incursions of their neighbour^. 
And as to theur domestic affiurs, they were remarkable ody for 
the frequent murders and usurpations which happened in the 
royallajniljr. 
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4. Amyntas, father of PUUp. began to reign the third year of 
the ninety-f ixth Olympiad, llaviiig the very year after been 
warmly attacked by the lUjrnaag, and dispossessed of a great 
part of his kingdom, which he thought it scarce possible tor him 
ever to recover again, he addressed himself to the Olynthians, 
and, in order to engage them the more firmly in his interest, he 
had given up to them a considerable tract of land in the neigh- 
bourhood of their city. 

5. He was restored to the throne by the Thessalians, upon 
which he was desirous of resuming the possession of the lands 
which nothing but the ill situation of his affairgi had obliged him 
to resign to the Olynthians. This occasioned a war } but Amyn- 
tas, not being strong enoitgh to make head siqgly against so 
powerful a people, the Greeks, and the Athenians in particular, 
sent him succours ; and enabled him to weaken the power of 
the Olynthians, who threatened him with a total and impend- 
ing ruin. 

6. Amyntas died, after having reigned twenty-four years ; he 
left three legitimate children : — namely, Alexander, Perdiccas, 
and Philip. Alexander, the eldest son, reigned but one year. 
Perdiccas, the second brothcH*, was opposed by Paasanias, who 
began by seizing some fortresses : but by the assistancelsf Iphi- 
crates, the Athenian general, the usurper was expelled, and Per- 
diccas the lawful sovereign confirmed on the throne. 

7. He did not, however, long continue in tranquillity. Ptol- 
emy, a natural son of Amynlas, laid claim to the crown; and 
disputed his title ;' which, by mutual consent, was referred to 
Pelopidas the Thdban, a man more revered for his probity than 
his valour. Pelopidas determined in favour t)f Perdiccas ; and 
having judged it necessary to take pledges on both sides, in or- 
der to oblige the two competitors to observe the articles of the 
treaty accepted by them, among other hostages, he carried Philip 
with him to Thebes, whewe he reuded several years. He wa.s 
then ten years of age. 

8. Euridice, at her leaving this much loved son, earnestly 
besought Pelopidas to procure him an education worthy of his 
birth, and of the city to which he was going a hostage. Pelo- 
pidas placed him with Epaminondas, who had a celebrated Py- 
thagorean philosopher in hts house for the education of his son. 

9* Philip improved greatly by the instructions of his precept 
tor, and much more by those of Epaminondas, under whom he 
undoubtedly made some campaigns^ tfaougli no roenticm is made 
of this. He cooid not possibly have bad a more excelknt mas- 
ter, whether for war, or the conduct of life; for this illunriaa$ 
Theban was at the same time a great philosopher: that is to say 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF GREECE. 209 

a wise and virtu<ms man, and a great commander, as well as a 
great statesman. 

10. Philip was very proud of being his pupil, and pressed 
him as a model to himself; most happy could he have copied 
him perfectly I perhaps he borrowed from Epaminondas his ac- 
tivity in war, and his promptitude in improving occasions ; whicli 
however formed but a very inconsiderable part of the merit of 
that illustrious personage. But with regard to his temperance, 
his justice, his disinterestedness, his sincerity, his magnanimity, 
his clemency, which rendered him truly great, these were vir- 
tues which Philip did not acquire by imitation. 

11. The Thebans did not know that they were then forming 
and educating the most dangerous enemy of Greece, After 
iPhilip had spent nine or ten years in their city, the news of a 
revolution in Macedon made him resolve to leave- Thebes clan- 
destinely. Accordingly he stole away, made the utmost expe- 
dition, and found the Macedonians greatly surprised at having 
lost their king Perdiccas, who had been killed in a great battle 
by the lUyrians; but much more so, to find they had as many 
enemies as neighbours. 

12. The Illyrians were on the point of retiu-ning into the 
kingdom with a much greater force ; ^he Paeonians infested it 
with perpetual incursions ; the Thracians were determined to 
place Pausanias on the throne, who had not abandoned his 
pretensions; and the Athenians were bringing Argseus, whom 
Mantios, their general, was ordered to support with a strong 
fleet and a considerable body of troops. 

13. Macedonia at that time wanted a prince of years to gov- 
ern, and had only a child ; Amyntas, the son of Perdiccas, and 
lawful heir to the crown. Philip governed the kingdom for 
some time by the title of guardian to the prince ; but the sub- 
jects, justly alarmed, deposed the nephew in favour of the lincle ; 
andy instead of the heir, set Him upon the throne, whom the 
present conjuncttu^ of affairs required ; persuaded that the laws 
of necessity are superior to all others. Accordingly, Philip, at 
twenty-four years of age, ascended the throne, the first year of 
the 105th Olympiad. 

14. Never did the present condition of the Macedonians re- 
quire a man of more prudence and activity. They were sur^ 
rounded with as many enemies as they had neighbours. The 
niyrians, flushed with their late victory, were preparing to march 
against them with a great ahny. The Paeonians were making 
daily incursions upon them ; and at the same time, the title to 
the crown was contested by Pausanias and Argseus ; the former 

^ whereof was sup{>orted by the Thracians ; and the latter by the 
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Athemans, who, for that purpose, had s^t out a good fleet, and 

three thousand landmen. 

15» Under these circumstances, witb so many enemies on his 
hands at once; and that before he was settled on his throne ; his 
first care was to make sure of his own people, to gain their af- 
fections, and to raise their spirite 5 for they were very much dis- 
heartened, having lost above four thousand men in the late ac- 
tion with the Ulyrians. He succeeded in these points, by the 
artfuhiess of his address, and the force of his eloquence, of which 
he was a great master. 

16. His next step was to train and exercise th^m, and reform 
their discipline : and it was at this time that he instituted the fa- 
mous Macedonian Phalanx, which did so much exception. It was 
an improvement upon the ancient manner of fighting among the 
Grecians, who generally drew up their foot so close, as to stand 
the shock of the enemy without being broken. The complete 
phalanx was thought to contain above sixteen thousand men ; 
though it was also taken in general for any company or party 
of soldiers, and frequentiy for the whole body of foot. 

17. But this of Philip^s invention is described by Pblybius to 
be a long square, consisting of eight thousand pike-men, sixteen 
deep, and five hundred in front j the men standings close toge- 
ther, that the pikes of the fifth rank were extended three feet be- 
yond the line of the front. The rest, whose distance from the 
front makes their pikes useless, rested them upon the shoulders 
of those who stood before them, and so locking them together in 
file, pressed forwvd to support and push on the former ranks, 
whereby the assault was rendered more violent and irresistible. 

18. When PhiUp had made some proper regulation of his af- 
faurs at home, he began to look abroad in order to divert the 

' storms which threatened him from all quarters. By money and 
promises, he made up matters for the present with such of his 
enemies as lay nearest him ; and then turned his forces against the 
Athenians, who were marched up to Methrone, to assist Argaeus. 

19. He gav^ them battle, and defeated them : and the death 
of Arg^us, who was killed in the action, put an end to that dis- 
pute; for he permitted the Athenians, when they were in his 
power, to return home. This instance of his moderation, gain- 
ed so far upon them, that they soon after concluded a peace with 
him : which yet he observed no longer than it served his design 
of securing the other part of his dominions. 

20. Accordingly, he marched northward, where he declared 
war against the Pseonians, and subdued them ; then fell upoo the 
Ulyrians, and having killed above seven thousand of them in a 
pitched battle, obliged them to restore all their conquests in >Ia« 
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cedonla. He had also obstructed the passage of the Tliracians ; 
but yet did not think it sufficiently secuAk!, without making 
himself master of Amphipolis^ which was very commodiously 
situated on the river Strymon, and was tlie key of that side ot* 
his dominions. He knew the importance of it, therefore he 
possessed himself of it in the beginning of his reign. 

21. This was the ground of his quarrel with the Athenians, 
who claimed it as one of their colonies ; and made such a point 
of it, that theur setting up Argseus against him, was not so much 
for his own sake, and for the credit of imposing a king upon the 
Macedonians, as it was with a view to get the city restored to 
them by his means, in case he shoidd have succeeded in his in- 
tentions. Philip was sensible of their drift, and finding it ne-> 
cessary at that time to keep some measures with them, would 
neither 'keep the place himself, nor let them have it, but topk a 
middle course, and declared it a fr^ city ; thereby leaving the 
inhabitants to throw off their dependence upon their old mas- 
ters, and making it appear to be their own act. 

22. But the city continued no longer in this state, than until he 
found himself at liberty to make a more thorough coiSquest of it ; 
which at this time he easily effected, through the remissness of the 
Athenians, who refused to send any relief to it, alleging in their 
excuse, that it would be a breach of the -peace which they had 
concluded with Philip the year before. But the truth is he trick- 
ed them out of it by a promise of delivering it up id them. 

23. But instead of keeping his word with them, he made fur* 
ther encroachments, by seizing on Pydna and Potid^a, the lat- 
ter of which being garrisoned by Athenians, he drew them out, 
and sent them home ; but dismissed them with such marks of 
civility, as showed that he avoided coming to an open rupture 
with that state, at least until his designs were more ripe for it ; 
though at the same time he did what he could to weaken them, 
and drive them out of his neighbourhood. Pydna, with the ter- 
ritory belonging to it, he gave up to the Olynthians, who were 
his father's inveterate enemies. 

24. His hands were too full at this time te revive the quarrel 
against so rich and powerful a city, which for three years toge- 
ther, had withstood the united forces of Sparta and Macedonia ; 
he, therefore, chose to buy their friendship for the present, and 
to amuse them by the delivery of this town, as he had done the 
Athenians by the peace, until he could attack them at more ad- 
vantage. In this step also, he over-reached the Athenians, who 
were at the same time courting the alliance of the Olynthians, hi 
order to maintain th^r footing in those parts. Which side so- 
ever the Olynthians inclined to they were strong enough to. turn 
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the balance ; and therefore, the guning them be<»me a matter 
of great contention between Philip and the Athenians. 

25. From thence he proceeded to seize the city of Crenides, 
which had been built two yean before, and then called it Phil- 
nppi, from his own name. It was here that he discovered a gold 
mine, which every year produced a hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand pounds sterling. This, which was an immense suin for that 
age, was much more serviceable than fleets or armies in fighting 
his battles; and h^ seldom failed usmg it in every negociation. It 
is said that consulting the oracle at Delphos, concerning the suc- 
cess of an intended expedition, he was answered by the priestess, 
*^ That with silver spears he should conquer all things. "He took 
the advice of the oracle, and his success was answerable to its wis- 
dom : indeed he was less proud of the success of a battle, than of a 
negociation ; well knowing, that his soldiers and generals shared 
in the one, but that the honour of the latter was wholly his own. 

26. But a larger field was now opening to his ambition. The 
mutual divisions of the states of Greece were at no time wholly 
cemented ; and they broke out now upon a very particular oc- 
casion. The first cause of the rupture, (which was afterwards 
caUed the Sacred War) arose from the Phocians having ploughed 
vtp a piece of ground belonging to the temple of Apollo at Del- 
phos. Against thb all the neighbouring states exclaimed as a 
sacrilege: they were cited before the council of Amphictyons, 
who particularly took cognisance of sacred matters : they were 
cast, and a heavy fine imposed upon them. This the Phocians 
were unable to pay ; they refused to submit to the decree, al- 
leging that the care and patronage of the temple anciently be- 
longed to them ; and to vindicate this, they quoted a precedent 
from Homer. . ' 

27* Philomelas, one of their chief citizens, was principally 
instrumental in encouraging them to arms ; he raised their ar- 
dour, and was appointed their general. He first applied himself 
to the Spartans, who had likewise been fined by the Amphic- 
tyons, at the instance of the Thebans, after the battle of-:Leuctra, 
for haying seized the Cadmea. For this reason they were ver^- 
well disposed to join with him ; but did not yet think it propei* 
to declare themselves. However, they encouraged his design, 
and supplied him underhand with money, by which means he 
raised troops ; and, without much difficulty got ppssessioii of 
the temple. 

28. The chief resistance he met with in the neighbourhood, 
was from the Locrians ; but having worsted them, he erased the 
decree of the Amtphictyons, which was inscribed on the pillars 
of the temple. However, to strengthen his authority, and give 
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a colour to his proceedings, he thouglit convimieQt to consult the 
oracle, and to procure an answer in his favoor. But when he 
applied to the priestess for that purpose, she refused to officiate, 
until being intimidated by his threats, she told him, ^^ the god 
left him at liberty to act as he pleased,'' which he looked upon 
as a good answer and as such took care to divulge it. 

29- The Amphictyons, meeting a second time, a resolution 
was formed to declare war against the Phocians. JVfost of the 
Grecian nations engaged in this quarrel, and sided with the one 
or the other party. The Bceotiansy'the Locrians, Thessalians, 
and several other neighbouring people, declared in favour of the 
god: whilst Sparta, Athens, and some other cities of Peloponne- 
sus, joined with the Phocians. Philomelas had not yet touched 
the treasures of the temple ^ but being afterwards not so scru- 
pulous, he believed that the riches of the god could not be better 
employed, than in the deity's defence ; for he gave this specious 
name to this sacrilegious attempt ; and being enabled, by this 
fresh supply, to double the pay of his soldiers, he raised a very 
considerable body of troops. 

30. Several battles were fought, and the success for some time 
seemed doubtful on both sides. Every one knows how much re- 
ligious wars are to be dreaded ; and the prodigious lengths which 
a false zeal, when veiled with so venerable a name, is apt to go. 
The Thebans having in a rencounter taken severed prisoners, 
condemned them all to die, as sacrilegious wretches who were 
excommunicated ; the Phocians did the same, by way of reprisal. 

31. These had at first gained several advantages, but having 
been defeated in a great battle, Philpn^elas their leader being 
closely attacked on an eminence, from which there was no re- 
treating, defended himself for a long time with invincible bra* 
very ; which however not avmling, he threw himself from a 
rock, in drder to avoid the torments he must undoubtedly have 
undergone, had he fallen alive into the hands of his enemies. 
Oenomarchus was his successor, and took upon him the com<» 
mand of the forces. ' 

32. Philip thought it most consistent with his interest to remain 
neuter, in this general movement of the Greeks, in favour either 
of the Phocians or the Thebans. It was consistent with the pc^ 
licy of this ambitious prince, who had litde r^ard for religion, 
or the interests of Apollo^ but was always intent upon his own, 
not to engage in a war by which be could not reap the least be^ 
ne^t ; and to take advantage of a juncture in which all Greece^ 
employed and divided by a great war, gave him an opportunity 
to extend his frontiers, and push his conquests, withoiit any ap« 
prehension of opposition. He was also well pleased to see botb 
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parties weaken and consume each other; as he should thereby 
be enabled to fail upon them afterwards to greater advantage. 

33. Being desirous of subjecting Thrace, and of securing the 
conquests be had already made there, he determined to possess 
himself of Methone, a small city, incapable of supporting itself 
by its own strength, but which gave him disquiet, and obstructed 
his designs, whenever it was in the hands of his enemies. Ac- 
cordingly he besieged that city, made himself master of, and ra- 
zed it. Aster, of Amphipolis had offered his services to Philip, 
as 80 excellent a marksman, that he could bring down birds io 
their most rapid flight. The monarch made this answer — 
'^ Well, I will take you into my 4service, when I make war upon 
starlings :" which answer stung the archer to the quick. 

34. A repartee proves often of fatal consequence to him who 
makes it. After having thrown down himself into the city he 
let fly an arrow, on which was written, " To Philip's right eye." 
This carried a most cruel proof that he was a good marksman, 
for he hit him in the right eye;, and Philip sent him back the 
same arrow with this inscription : ^^ If Philip takes the city he 
will hang up Aster:'' and acccmiingly he was as good as his 
word. A skilful surgeon drew the arrow out of Philip's eye witli 
so much art and dexterity, that not the least scar remjEiia^ ; and 
though he could not save his eye, he yet took away the blemish. 

35. After taking the city, Philip, ever -studious either to 
weaken his enemies by new conquests or gain more friends by 
doing them some important service, marched into Thessaly which 
had implored his assistance against its tjrrants. The liberty of 
that country seemed now secure since Alexander of Pherae was 
no more. Nevertheless, his brothers, who in concert wi^ his 
wife Theba, had murdered him, grown weary of having some 
time acted the part of deliverers, revived hb tyranny, and op- 
pressed the Th^salians with a new yoke. 

36. Lycophron, the eldest of the three brothers, who sue- 
jceeded Alexander, had strengthened himself by the protection 
of the Phocians. Oenomarchus, their leader, brought him a 
numerous body of forces ; and at first gained a considerable ad- 
vantage over Philip ; but engaging him a second time he was 
entirely defeated, and his army routed. The flying troops were 
pursued to the sea shore : upwards of six thousand men were 
killed on the spot, among whom was Oenomarchus, whose body 
was hung upon a gallows ; and three thousand, who were taken 
prisoners, were thrown into the sea, by Philip's order, as so many 
sacrilegious wretches, the professed enemies of rdigion. 

37* Philip, after having freed the Thessaliaas^ resolved to 
carry hi^ arms into PhOcis. This was hi» first attempt to get 
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footing in Greece, and to have a share in the general affairs of 
the Greeks, from vhidb the kings of. Macedon had always been 
excluded as foreigners. In this view, upon pretence of going over 
into Fhocis, in order to punish the sacrilegious Phocians, he 
marched towards Thermopylae, to possess himself of a pass, which 
gave him a free passage into Greece, and especially into Attica. 

38. An admission of foreigners into Greece, was a measure 
that was always formidable to those who called themselves Gre- 
cians. The Athenians, hearing of a march which might prove 
of the utmost consequence, hastened to Thermopylae, and pos- 
sessed themselves of this important pass, which Philip did not 
care attempting to force. The Athenians were roused from their 
lethargy of pleasure, to make use of this precaution, by the per- 
suasions of Demosthenes, the celebrated oi-ator, who from the 
be^nning saw the ambition of Philip, and the power of which 
he was possessed to carry him through his designs. ~ 

39* This illustrious orator and statesman, who we shall here- 
after find acting so considerable a part in the course of this his- 
tory, was bom in the last year of the ninety-ninth Olympiad, ac- 
cor^g to Dionysius, who in his epistle to Lamacus hath accu- 
rately distinguished the different periods of his ]ife,>and the times 
in which his several orations were delivered. He was the son 
not of a mean and obscure mechanic, <as the Roman satirist hath 
represented him, but of an eminent Athenian citizen, who raised 
a considerable fortune by the manufacture of aitns. At the age 
of seven years he lost his father ; and, to add to his misfortune, 
the guardians to whom he was intrusted, wasted and embezzled 
a considerable part of his inheritance. 

40. Thus oppressed by fraud, and discouraged by a weak and 
effemiiiate habit of body, he yet discovered an early ambition to 
distinguish himself as a popular speaker. The applause bestow- 
ed on a public orator, who had defended his country's right to the 
city of Oropus, in an elaborate harangue, inflamed his youthful 
mind witb an ei^er desire of meriting the like honour. Isocra^ 
tes and Isaeus were then the two most eminent professes <^ elo- 
quence at Athens. The soft and florid manner of the former 
did by no means suit the genius of Demosthenes : Isseus was 
more vigorous and energetic, and his style better suited to pub- 
lic business. 

41. To him, therefore, he applied ; and, under his direction 
pursued those studies which might accomplish him for the char- 
acter to which he aspired. His first essay was made agwnst 
his guarctian, by whom he had been so injuriously treated } but 
the goodness of his cause was here of more service than the abiW 
jties of the young orator; for his early attempts were unproipaif*. 
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ing, and soon convinced him of the necessity of a graeeldi and 
manly pronunciation. His close and severe application, and the 
eztracHrdinary diligence with which he laboured to coDquer his 
defects and natural infirmities, are too well known i mad have 
been too frequently the subjects of hist<Nrians and critics ancient 
and modem, to need a minute recital. 

42. His character as a statesman will be best recollected from 
the history of his conduct in the present transactiotts. As an ora- 
tor, the reader perhaps is not to be informed of his qualifications. 
Indeed, the study of oratory was at that time the readiest and 
almost the only means of rising in the state. His first essay at 
the bar was two years, after this incident, when he called his 
guardians to account for embezzling his patrimony, and recover- 
ed some part of it. This encouraged him some time after to 
harangue before the people in their public a^embly, bat he ac^ 
quitted himself so ill that they hissed him. 

43. However he ventured a second time, but with no better 
success than before, so that he went away ashamed, confoanded, 
and quite in despair. It was upon this occasion that Satjnrus 
the player accosted him, and in a friendly Vay encouraged him 
to proceed. With this view he asked him to repeat to hun some 
verses of Sophocles, or Euripides, which he. accordingly did: 
the other repeated them after him, but with such a different 
spirit and cadence, as made him sensible that he knew very lit- 
tle of elocution. 

44. But by his instructions, and his own perseverance, at 
length he made himself master of it ; and by the methods before 
mentioned, corrected the imperfections which were born with 
him as well as the^ill habits which he had contracted. It is not 
very clear whether this passage be rightly ascribed to Satynis, 
who seems to be confounded with Neoptolemua and Andronicus, 
who were likewise famous comedians f and Demosthenes is said 
to have been instructed by all the three. 

45. With these advantages and improvements, he appeared 
again in public, and succeeded so well, that pec^e flocked from 
all parts of Greece to hear him. From thence he was looked 
upon as the standard of true eloquence : insomuch that none oi 
his countrymen have been put in comparison with him.; nor 
even among the Romans, any but Cicero. And though it has 
been made a question by the ancient writers, to which of the two 
they should give the preference, they have not ventured to decide 
it, but have contented themselves with describing their diSmskt 
beauties, and showing, that they were both perfect in their kiwi. 

46. His eloquence was grave and austere like his tem|>er : 
nisBcidiiie aDtd sublime, bold^ forciUe^ and impetaous, aboun^Hig 
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mib metaphotSy apostrc^hes^ and interrogations; which, with 
his solemn way of invoking and appealing to the gods, the plan« 
ets, elements, and the manes of those who fell at Salamis and 
MstfatHon, had such a wonderful effect upon his hearers that ^ 
^hey thought him inspired. 

47. If he had not so much softness and insinuation as is often 
requisite in an orator, it was not that he wanted art and delicacy, 
when the case required it : he knejw how to sound the inclinations 
of the people, and to lead them to the point he aimed at ; and 
sometimes, by seeming to propose that which was directly the 
contrary. 

48. But his chief characteristic was vehemence, both in ac- 
tion aiid expression : and, inideed, that was the qualification of 
all others most wanted at this time : for the people were grown ' 
so insolent and imperious, so factious and divided, ^o jealous of • 
the power of the democracy, and withal so sunk into a state of 
pleasure and indolence, that no arts of persuasion would have 
been so effectual, as that spirit and resolution, that force and 
energy of Demosthenes, to humble them, and to rouse them into 
a sense of their common danger. 

49* But neither could Demosthenes himself have made 'such 
impressions on them, if his talent of speaking had not been 8U|^ 
potted by their opinion of his integrity. It was that which ad- 
ded weight and emphasis to every thing he said, and animated 
the whole. It was that which chiefly engaged their attention and 
d)stermined their counsels, when they were convinced that he 
spoke from his heart, and had no interest to manage, but that of 
the community : and this he gave the strongest proolb of, in his 
zeal against Philip, who said, he was of more weight against him 
than all the fleets and armies of Athens, arid that he had no ene« 
my but Demosthenes. He was not wanting in his endeavours 
to corrupt hip, as he had most of the leading men in Greece : 
but this great orator withstood all his oflers ; and, as it was ob< 
served, all tlie gold in Macedon could not bribe him. 

50. When Philip found himself shut out of Greece by the 
Athenians, he turned his arms against those remote places which 
depended on them, either as colonies, or as conquests ; and par- 
ticularly against the Olynthians, whom he had long looked upon 
with an evil eye : tmt had courted and pajoled them, whilst he 
was otherwise employed* But he came npw resdved entirely 
to reduce them ; and advancmg towards the city, only sent them 
a short message, to let them know, that one of these two points 
was become necessary : either that they must quit.Olynthan, or 
he Macedonia. 

5.1. Whereupon they sent immediately to Athens, for relief. 
K 
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The subject was debated there with great soieinnity ; and De- 
mosthenes was very earnest in sending them succours : he was op- 
posed by Demades and Hyperides. The opinion, however, of 
Demosthenes prevailed : the people of Athens resolved to unite 
against Philip; but the great difficulty lay in furnishing the sup- 

- pUes : their principal fund, which had formerly served the pur- 
poses of war, had long been converted to the use of the stage. 
, 52. The money arising frcrni this fund was computed at a 
thousand talents a-year ; and a certain proportion of it was al- 
lotted to the citizens, to defray the charge of their admittance 
into the theatre. This distribution having been continued to 
them from the time of Pericles, they claimed it now as their 
right, especial^ since they had lately obtained a law, which 
made it capital to propose the restoring the fund to the uses for 
which it was originally granted. Hence it was, that upon any 
pressing emergency, extraordinary taxes were to be raised ; and 
they were laid so unequally, and collected with so much diffi- 

% <^ylty, that thejr seldom answered the service for which they 
were intended. 

53. Demosthenes treated this subject with the utmost art and 
circumspection. After showing that the Athenians were indis- 
^ftnsably obliged to raise an army, in order to stop the enterprise 
of their aspiring'^enemy, he asserted, that the theatrical fund was 

, the only probable means of supply. These remonstrances had 
some weight, J}ut were not attended with deserved success. The 
Athenians sent a reinforcement to Olynthus; but Philip, who 
had corrupted the principal m'en in the town, entered, plunder- 
ed it, dLum sidd the inhabitants among the rest of the spoil. 
Here he fouild' much. treasure, which served to assist him in his 
further encroachments. 

54. In the mean time, the Thebans, being unable alone to ter- 
minate the war, which they had so long carried on against the 
Phocians, addressed Philip. . Hitherto, as we before mentioned, 
he had observed a kind of neutrality with respect to the Sacred 
War, and -he seemed to wait for an opportunity of declaring him- 
self ; that is, till both parties should have weakened themselves 
by a long war which equally exhausted both. The Thebans had 
now very much abated of that haughtiness and those ambitious 

' views, with which the victories of Epaminondas had inspired them. 

55. The instant, therefore, they requested the alliance of 
Philip, he resolved to espouse the interest of that republic, in 
opposition to the Phocians. He had not lost sight of the project 
Jie had formed of obtaining an entrace into Greece ; in order to 
make himself master of it. To give success to his design, it was 
proper for him to declare in favour of one of the two partiefi'i 
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which at that timHitvided all Greece; that is, either for ffa^ The^ 
bans, or the Athenians and Spartans. He was not so void of 
sense, as to imagine, that the latter party would assist his design 
of carrying* his arms into Greece. 

56. He .therefore had np more to do but to join the Thebans, 
who offered themselves .voluntarily to him, and who stood in 
need of Philip's power, to supp^ themselves in their declining 
condition : he therefore declaredpt once in their favour. But to 
give a specious colour to his arms, besides the gratitude he af- 
fected to have at the heart for Thebes, in which he had been 
educated^ he also pretended to make an honour of the zeal with 
which he was fired with regard to the violated god : and was very 
glad to pass for a religious prince, who warmly espoused the 
cause of the god, and of the temple of Delphos, in order to con- 
ciliate by that means, the esteem and friendship of the Greeks. 

57* There was nothing Philip had more at heart than to pos*- 
sess himself of Thcrmopyl^, as it opened him a passage into 
Greece ; to appropriate all the honour of the Sacred War to him- 
self, as if he had been principal in that affair; and to preside m 
the Pythian games. He was therefore desirous of aidug the The- 
bans ; and by their means to possess himself of Phocis. But 
then, in order to put his double design in execution, it was 
necessary for him to keep it secret from the Athenians, who had' 
actually declared war against Thebes : and who, for many years, 
had been in alliance with the Phocians. His business, therefore, 
was to make them change their measures, by placing other ob- 
jects in their views; and on this occasion, the politics of Philip 
succeeded to a wonder. 

58. The Athenians, who began to grow tired of a war, which 
was very burthensome, and of little benefit to them, had commfs- 
sioned Ctesiphon and Phyrnon, to sound the intentions of Philip, 
and in what manner he stood disposed in regard to peace. 
These related, that Philip did not appear averse to it and that he 
even expressed a great affection for the commonwealth. 

59* Upon this, the Athenians resolved to send a solemn em- 
bassy, to inquire more strictly into the truth of tilings, and to ^ 
procurethe last explanations, previously necessary to so important " 
a negotiation, ^sckines and Demosthenes were among the ten 
ambassadors, who brought back three from Philip ; viz. Antipa- 
ter, Parmenio, and Eurylpchus. All the ten executed their 
commission very faithfully,^iind gave a very good account of it. 
Upon this, they were imn^iately sent back, with full powers 
to conclude a peace, and toiatify it by oaths. 

60. it wa9 then DemosAenes, who in his first embassy, had 
met some Athenian captive in Macedonia, and had promised t<^ 
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return and ransom tnem at his own expense, endeavoured to 
enable himself to keep his word : and in the mean time, advised 
his colleagues to embatk with the utmost expedition, as the re- 
public had commanded ; and to wait, as soon as possible, upon 
Philip, in what place soever he might be. However, these, instead 
of making a speedy despatch, as &ey were desired, went like am- 
bassadors ; proceeded to Macedonia by land ; stsud three months 
in that couihtry ; and gave Philp time to possess himself of seve- 
ral other strong places belonging to the Athenians in Thrace. 

61. At last, meeting with the king of Macedonia, they agreed 
with him upon articles of peace : but he, having lulled them 
asleep with the specious pretence of a treaty, deferred the ratifi- 
cation of it from day to day. In the mean time he found means 
to corrupt the ambeuMadors, one after another, by presents, De- 
mosthenes excepted; who, being but one, opposed his colleagues 
to no manner of purpose. 

62. Philip being suffered quietly to pursue his march into 
Phocis, gained the straits of Thermopylae; but did not imme- 
diately discover what use he intended to make of his entrance 
into 6reece : birt went on, according to his agreement with the 
Thebans, to put an end to the Phocian war, which he easily ef- 
fected. His name and appearance struck such a terror among 
the Phocians, that though they had lately received a reinforce- 
ment of a thousand heavy armed Spartans under the command 
of their kjng Archidamus, they declined giving him battle ; and 
sent to treat with him, or rather to submit themselves to any 
terms that he would give them. 

63. He allowed Phalicus to retire, with eight thousand men, 
being mercenaries, into Peloponnesus ; but the rest, who were the 
inhabitants of Phocis, were left at his mercy. As the disposihg 
of them was a matter wherein Greece in general was concerned, 
he did not think fit to act in it by his own private authority; but 
referred it to the Araphictyons, whom he caused to be assembled 
for that purpose. But they were so much under his influence, 
that they served only to give a sanction to his determinations. 

64. They decreed, that all the cities of Phocis should be de- 
molished ; that they who had fled, as being principally concern- 
ed in sacrilege, should be stigmatised as a<fcursed, and proscrib- 
ed as outlaws : that they who remained as inhabitants should be 
dispersed in the villages, and obliged to pay out of their lands a 
yearly tribute of sixty talents, until the whole of what bad been 
taken out of the temple should be restored : they ix%re likewise 

* adjud^ to lose their seat in the council of the Amphittyons, 
wherein they had a double voice. 

65. This Philip got transferred to himself, which was a very 
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material point : and may be looked apon as the principal step 
towards his gaining that authority which he afterwards exercised 
in the affairs of Greece. At the same time, he gained, in cpnr 
junction with the Thebans and Thessalians, the superintendency 
of the Pythian games, which the Corinthians had forfeited, for 
their having taken part with the Phoci'ans. ^ 

66. Philip having, by thes^ plausible methods, succeeded in 
this expedition, did not think it advisable, by attempting any 
thing further at present, to sully the glory he had acquired by 
it, or to incense the body of the Grecians against him ; wherefore 
he returned in a triumphant manner to his dominions.' After , 
settling his conquests at home, he marched into Thessaly, and 
having extirpated the remains of tyranny in the several cities 
there, he not only con(kmed the Thessaltans in his interest, bu^ 
gained over many of their neighbours. 

67* It was upon this occasion that Philip is remarked for an act 
of private justice, which far outweighs his public celebrity. X 
soldier, in the Macedonian army, had, in many instances, distin- 
guished himself by extraordinary acts of valour, and had received 
many marks of Philip's favour and approbation. On some oc- 
casion he embarked on board a vessel which was wrecked by a 
violent storm, and he himself cast on |he shore helpless and na- 
ked, and scarcely with the appearance of life. A Macedonian, 
whose lands were contiguous to the sea, came opportunely to be 
witness of his distress; and with all humane and charitable 
tenderness, flew to the relief of the unhappy stranger. 

68. He bore him to his house, laid him in his own bed, re- 
vived, cherished, comforted, and for forty days supplied him 
freely with all the necessaries and conveniences which his lan- 
guishing condition could require. The soldier, thus happily res- 
cued from death, was intessant in the warme&t. expressions of gra- 
titude to his benefactor, assured him of his interest with the king, 
and of his power and resolution of obtaining for him from the royal 
bounty, the noble returns which such extraordinary benevolence 
had merited. He was now completely recovered, and his kind 
host supplied him with money to pursue his journey. 
^ 69. In some time after he presented himself before the king : 
^he recounted hb misfortunes ; magnified his services ; and this 
inhuman wretch, who had looked with an eye of envy on the 
possessions of the man who had preserved his life, was now so 
abandoned to all sense of gratitude, as to request tl^ king would 
bestow upon him the house and lands where he had been so ten- 
derly and kindly entertained. Unhappily, Philip, without ex- 
aminadon, inconsiderately and precipitately granted his infamous 
request ; and this soldier now returned to his preserver, repaid 
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his goodness by driving him from his settlement, and taking im- 
mecSate possession of sdl the fruits of his honest industry. 

70. The poor.man, stung with this instance of unparalleled 
ingratitude and insensibility, boldly determined, instead of sub- 
mitting to his wrongs, to seek relief, and in a letter addressed to 
Philip, represented bis own, and the soldier's conduct, in a lively 
and affecting manner. The king was instantly fired with indig- 
nation ; he ordered that justice should be done without delay ; 
that the possessions should be immediately restored to the man 
whose charitable offices had been thus horribly repaid ; and hav- 
ing seized this soldier, caused these words to be branded on his 
forehead — The Ungrateful Gitest ; a character infamous in 
every age, and among all nations, but particularly among the 
Greeks, who, from the earliest times Mttre most scrupulously ob- 
servant of the laws of hospitality. 

71. Having strengthened himself in these parts, he went the 
next year into Thrace, where he had formed a design against the 
Chersonese. This peninsula had, with some little interruption, 
been for many years in the hands of the Athenians, but Cotys, as 
being king of the country, had lately wrested it from thera^ and 
left it in succession to Iiis son Chersobleptes. He not being able 
to defend himself against Philip, gave it hack to the Athenians, 
reserving to himseSf only Cardia, the capital city. But Philip 
having soon after spoiled him of the rest of his domimons, the 
Cardians, for fear of falling again under the^ower of the Athe- 
nians, threw themselves into his protection. 

72. Diophites, who was the chief of the Athenian colony, 
lately sent to the Chersonese, considered this proceeding of Phil- 
ip, in supporting the Cardians, as an act of hostility against 
Athens ; whereupon he invaded the maratime parts of Thrace, 
and carried away a great deal of booty. Philip being at this 
time in the upper part of the country, was not in a condition to 
do himself justice \ but he wrote to complain of it at Athens, as 
an infraction of the peace ; and his creatures there were not want- 
ing on their part to aggravate the charge against Diopithes, as 
having acted without orders, and taking it upon himself to re- 
new the war ; they likewise accused him of committing acts of 
piracy, and of laying their allies under contribution. 

73. But whatever grounds there were for this part of the ac- 
cusation, the government of Athens was principally to blame in 
it; for having no proper fund for the wars, they sent out tdeir 
generals without money or provisions, and left them to shift for 
themselves, and yet made them answerable for any miscarriages 
that should happen for want of their being better supplied. This 
was a great discouragement to the service, and put those who 
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were employed in it upon pillaging and plundering in such a 
manner as they would otherwise have been ashamed of. De- 
mosthenes, in a harangue that he made upon the state of the 
Chersonese, undertook the defence of Diopithes. 

74. Philip, however, was no way intimidated at the wordy re- 
sistance of his eloquent antagonist; he went on with artful in- 
dustry, quelling those by his power who were unable to resist, 
and those by his presents whom he was unable to oppose. The 
divisions that then subsisted in Peloponnesus, gave him a pretext 
for intermeddling in the affairs of the Greek confederacy. These 
divisions were chiefly owing to the Spartans, who having little to 
do in the late foreign transactions, were recovering their strength 
at home ; and according to their usual practice, as they increased 
in power, made use of it to insult and oppress their neighbours. 

75. The Argives and Messenians being at this time persecuted 
by them, put themselves under the protection of Philip : and tlic 
Thebans joining with them, they altogether formed a powerful 
confederacy. The natural balance against it was a union be- 
tween Athens and Sparta, which the Spartans pressed whh great 
earnestness, ajs the only means for their common security ; and 
Philip and the Thebans did all in their power to prevent it. 

' But Demosthenes exerting himself upon this occasion, roused up 
the Athenians, and put them so far upon their guard, that without 
coming to an open rupture with PhiUp, they obliged him to desist. 

76. Philip, however, did not continue idle upon this disap- 
pointment. Ever restless and enterprising, he turned his views 
another way ; he had long considered the island of Euboea as 
proper, from its situation, to favour the designs he meditated 
against Greece ; and, in the very beginning of his reign had at- 
tempted to possess himself of it. He indeed set every engine 
to work at that time, in order to seize upon that island, which 
he called the shackles of Greece. 

77* But it nearly concerned the Athenians, on the other side, 
not to suffer it to fall into the hands of an enemy, especially, as 
it might be joined to the continent of Attica by a bridge ; how- 
ever, that ]:ieople, according to their usual custom, continued in- 
dolent, whilst Philip pursued his conquests. The latter, who 
was continually attentive and vigilant, endeavoured to carry on 
an intelligence in the island, and by dint of presents, bribed those 
who had the greatest authority in it.. At the request of certain 
of the inhabitants he sent some troops privately thither, possessed 
himself of several strong places, dismantlied Porthmos, a very 
important fortress in Eubcea, and established three tyrants or 
kings over the country. 

78. The Athenians were conjured, in this distressing juncture, 
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by one Plutarch, who was at that time upon the island, to come 
imd delirer the inhabitants from the yoke which Philip was going 
to impose upon them. Upon this, they despatched a few troops 
thither under the command of Phocion, a general of whdm great 
expectations were formed, and whose conduct well d^erved the 
favourable opinion the public had of him. ' 

79* This man would have done honour to the early and least 
corrupted times of the Athenian state. His manners were form- 
ed in the academy, upon the models of Jth^ most exact and rigid 
virtue. It was said, that no Athenian ever saw him laugh or 
weep, or deviate in any instance from the most settled gravity and 
composure. He learned the art of war under Cbabrias, and fre^ 
quently moderated the excesses, and corrected the errors of that 
general ; his humanity he admired and imitated, and taught him 
to exert it in a more extensive and liberal manner. 

80. When he had received his directions to «ail with twenty 
ships, to collect the contributions of the allies and dependent 
cities ; ^ Why that force," said Phoclon, ^' if I am to meet them 
as enemies, it is insufficient ; if I am sent to friends and allies, 
a single vessel will serve." He bore the severities of a military 
life with so much ease, that if Phocion ever appeared, warmly 
clothed, the soldiers at once pronounced it the sign of a remark- 
ably bad season. His outward appearance was forbidding, but 
hist conversation easy and obliging ; and all his words and actions 
expressed'the utmost affection and benevolence. 

81. In popular assemblies, his lively, close, and natural man« 
ner of speaking, seemed as it were the echo of the simplicity and 
integrity of his mind, and had frequently a greater effect than 
even the dignity and energy of Demosthenes, who called him^ the 
pruner of his periods. He studied only good sense and plain rea- 
soning, and despised every adventitious ornament. In an assem- 
bly, when he was to address the people, he was surprised by a 
friend, wrapped up in thought : ^^ I am considering," said he, 
^^ whether I canno^ retrench some part of my intend^ address." 

82. He was sensible of the ill conduct of his countrymen, and 
ever treated them with the greatest severity. He desired then- 
censures ; and S9 far did he affect to demise their applause, that 
at a time when his sentiments extorted their approbation, .he 
tmned about in surprise, and asked a friend, ^^ If any thing weak 
or impertinent had escaped him ?" His sense of the degeneracy 
of Amens, made him fond of pacific measures. 

83. He saw the designs of Philip, but imagined that the state 
was too corrupted to give him any effectual opposition ; so that he 
was of the number of those men, who, according to Demosthenes 
in his third Philippic oration, gave up the interests of the state, not 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF GREECE. 225 

corruptly or ignorantly, but from a desperate purpose of yielding 
to the fate of a constitution^ thought to be irrecoverably lost. 

84. He was of consequence ever of the party opposite to De« 
mosthenes ; and having been taught by experience to suspect 
the popular leaders, considered his earnestness to rouse the A the* 
nians to anils, as an artifice to enibroil the state, and by that 
means to gain an influence in the assembly. ^^ Phocion^^' said 
Demosthenes, ^^ the people in some ma(} fit will certainly sacri- 
fice thee to their fury.'^ " Yes,'^ replied he, ** and you will be 
their victim, if ever they have an interval of reason.^' 

85. Yet they often prevailed on him to act against his judgment, 
though never to speak against his conscience. He never refused 
or declined the command, whatever might be bis opinion of the 
expedition. Forty-five times was he chosen to lead th^ir ar- 
mies ; generally in his absence, and ever without the least appH- 
catioQ. They knew his merit, and in the hour of danger forgot 
that severity with which he usually treated their inclinations and 
opHilons. 

. 86. It was to him the Athenians gave the command of the for- 
ces they sent to the aid of Plutarch of Etreria. But this traitor 
repaid his benefactors with ingratitude ; he set up the standard 
against th^m, and endeavoured openly to repulse the very army 
he had requested. However, Phocion was not at a loss how to 
act upon this tmforeseen perfidy, for h^ pursued his enterprise^ 
won a battle, ^nd drove Plutarch from Etreria. 

87* These disappointments, however, no way intimidated 
Philip, or rendered him the least remiss in prosecuting his origin* 
al design. He now therefore changed the method of his attack, 
and sought for an opportunity of distressing Athens another way. 
He knew diat this city, from tlie barrenness of Attica, stood In 
greater want of foreign corn than any other. To dispose at dis^ 
cretion, of their transports, and by that means starve the Athe>- 
nians, he marched towards ThraCe, from wlience that city im> 
ported the greatest part of its provisions, with an intention to be- 
i^iege Perinthus and Byzantium. To keep his kingdom in obe- 
dience during his absence, he left his son Alexander behind, with 
sovereign authority, though he was but fifteen years old. 

88. Tlijs young prince gave, even at that time, some proo(# 
of his^ courage ; having defeated certain neighbouring states, sub>- 
ject to Macedonia, who had considered the king's absence as a 
very proper time for executing the design they had formed of re- 
volting. This happy success of Alexander's first expeditions was 
highly agreeable to bis father, and at the same time an earnest 
of what mi^t be expected from him. But fearing, lest allured 
by this dangerous bait, he should abandon himself incgnsidfar* 
K2 
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atdy to his vivacity and fire, he sent for him in order to become 
hb master, and form him, ia person^ for the trade of war. 

89. In the mean time, Philip opened the campaign with the 
siese of Perinthus, a considerable city of Thrace, and firmly at- 
tached to the Athenians. It was assisted from Byzantium, a 
neighbouring city, which drew in succours as occasion required. 
Philip, therefore, resolved to besiege both at the sam^ time. 
Still, nowever, he was desirous to appear cautious and tender o 
displeasing the Athenians, whom he endeavoured to amuse widi 
the most profoMnd respect, mixed with well-timed abuses, and 
the most nattering submission. 

90. Upon this occasion he wrote them a letter, reproaching 
them in the stroi^est terms, for their infractipn of treaties, and 
his own religious observance of them. ^ In the times of great en- 
mity," says he, ^ the most you did was to fit out ships of war 
against me, and to seize and sell the merchants that came to trade 
in my dominions; but now you carry your hatred and injustice ' 
to such prodi^ous lengths, as even to send ambassadors to the 
king of Persia, to make him declare against me." 

91* This letter gave the orators, who undertook Philip's de- 
fence, a fine opportunity of justifying him to the people. De- 
mosthenes alone stood firm, and still continued to expose his art- 
ful designs, and to break down all those laboured schemes which 
were undertaken to deceive the people^ Sensible, on thb occa- 
sion, how necessary it was to remove the first impressions which 
the perusal of this letter might make, he immediately ascended 
the tribune, and from thence harangued the people, with all the 
thunder of his eloquence. 

92. He told them the letter was written in a style not suita- 
ble to the people of Athens ; that it was a plain declaration of 
var against them ; that Philip had long since made the same 
declaration by his actions; and that by the peace he had con- 
cluded with them, he meant nothing further than a bare cessa- 
tion of arms, in order to gain time and to take them more un- 
prepared. From thence he proceeded to his usual topic of re- 
proving them for their sloth, for suffering themselves to be de- 
hided by their orators who were in Philip's pay. 
' 93.. ^ Convinced by these truths," continued he, '^ O Atheni- 
ans f and strongly persuaded that we can no longer be allowed to 
affirm that we enjoy peace, (for Philip has now declared war 
against us by his tetter, and ha& done the same by his conduct) 
you ought not to spare either the public treasure, ot the posses- 
sions of private persons ; but when occasion shall requke, haste 
to your respective standards, and set abler generals at your head, 
than those you have hitherto employed ; for no one among yott 
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ought to imagine that the same men who have ruined your afiairS| 
will have abihties to restore them to their former happy situation. 

94. '^ Think how infamous it is, that a man from Macedon 
should contemn dangers to such a degree, that merely to aggran- 
dise his empire, he should rush into the. midst of combats, and 
return from battle covered with wounds ; and that the Atheni- 
ans, whose hereditary right is to obey no man, but to impose 
law on others, sword in hand ; that Athenians, I say, merely 
through dejection of spirit and indolence, should degenerate 
from the glory of their ancestors, and abandon the interest of 
their country !" To this expostulation, Phocion readily offered 
his voice and opinion. He urged the incapacity of the generals 
already chosen ; and in consequence of his advice, he himself 
was appointed general of the army that was to go against Philip, 
who was still besieging Byzantium. 

95. Phocion having led his troops to the succour of the B}^- 
siantians, the inhabitants, on his arrival, opened their gates to him 
with joy, and lodged his soldiers in their houses, as their own 
brotfaiers and children. The Athenian officers and soldiers, struck 
with the confidence reposed in them, behaved with the utmost 
prudence and modesty, and were entirely irreproachable in their 
conduct ; nor were they less admired for their courage ; and in 
all the attacks they sustained, dbcovered the utmost intrepidity^ 
which danger seemed only to improve. 

96. Phocion's prudence, seconded by the bravery of his 
troops, soon forced PhRip to abandon his design upon Byzanti- 
um and Perlnthus. He was beat out of the Hellespont, which 
diminished very much his fame and glory ; for he hitherto had 
been thought invincible, &ad nothing had been able to oppose 
him. Phocion took some of his ships ; recovered many fortresses 
which he had garrisoned ; and having made several descents 
into different parts of his territories, he plundered all the open 
country, till a bcMy of forces assembling to check his progress^ 
he was obliged to retire. 

97. Philip, after having been forced to raise the seige of By- 
zantium, marched against Atheas king of Scythia, from whom 
he had received some personal cause of discontent, and took his 
son with him in this expedition. Though the Scythians bjsid • 
very numerous army, he defeated them without any difficulty^ 
he got a very great boo^, which consisted not in gold and sil- 
ver, the use and value of which the Scythians were not as yet so 
unhappy as to know, but in cattle, horses, and a great number 
of women and children. 

9S. At his return from Scythia, the Triballi, n people ef 
jMcesia, deputed the pass with Urn, laying olsam to part of ttMt 
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pkiader ht was carryiog off. Philip was forced to come to a bat- 
tle ; and a very bloody one was fought^ in which great numbers on 
each side were killed on the spot ; the king him^f Was wounded 
in the thigh, and with the same thrust had his horse killed under 
him. Alexander flew to his father's aid, and covmng him with 
his shield) killed or put to flight all who attacked him. 

99. The Athenians had considered the siege of Byzantium as > 
an absolute rupture, and an open declaration of war. The king 
of Macedon, who was apprehensive of the consequences of it, - 
and dreaded very much the power of the Athenian^, whose ha- 
tred he had brought upon himself, made overtures of peace, in 
order to soften their resentment. Hiocion, little suspicious, and 
apprehensive of the uncertainty of military wants, was of opinion 
that the Athenians should accept his offers : but Demosthenes, 
who had studied more than Phocion, the genius and character of 
Philip, was persuaded that, according to his usual custom, his 
only view was to impose upon the Athenians, prevented their 
listening to his pacific proposals. 

100. When Philip found the Athenians would not treat with' 
him, and that they were acting ofl*ensively against him, especi- 
aUy at^ sea, where they blocked up his ports, and put an exidre 
stop to his commerce, he b^m to form new alliances against 
them, particularly with the Thebans and Thessalians, without 
whom he knew he could not keep open the passage into Greece. 

101. At tHe same time he was sensible, that his engaging'these 
powers to act directly against Athens, and in his own personal 
quarrel, would haVe so bad an aspect, that tbey would not easily 
come into it. For which reason he endeavoured, underhand, to 
create new disturbances in Greece, t))at he might take such a 
part in them as would best answer his views: and when the 
flame was kindled, his point was to appear rather to be csdted 
in as an assistant, than to ^t as a principal. 

102. By the result of his machinations, ho soon found an dp-«. 
portunity of raising divisions between the Locrians of Amphissa, 
and their capital city. Tbey were accused for having profaned a 
spot of sacred ground (which lay very near the temple of DeJ- 
phos) by pougmng it, as the Phocians had tione upon a former 
occasion. In order to produce and widen this breach, Plulip em- 
ployed ^schines the oralor, who by bribes was entirely devoted 
to him^ to harangue at the assembly of the Amphictyons against 
this outrage upon the religion of their country. 

103. ^schines was a man of great abilities, and only sl^pnd 
in eUquonce to Demosthenes. He had now a fair opportunity 
of raising commbtions by appealing only interested for hisfionn- 
Ii7» and zealous for the glory and defence of Atheiusi. Willi ^ 
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passioiiate warmtb> which is frequently the effect of artifice as 
vndl as ^ real pa^otism, and whldi is most likely to deceive, 
and more particularly in popular as^mblies, by being consider* 
ed as the indication of sincerity, and the overflowing of a heart 
honestly affected, he boldly delivered his opinions. 

104. His sentiments were echoed through the assemUy by 
the friends of Philip ; the tumult was kept up to destroy all re- 
monstrances of caution and policy, and a resolution was passed^ 
that a deputation should be sent to Philip king of Macedbn, in- 
viting him to assist Apollo and the Amphictyons^ and to repel 
the outrages of the impious Amphissoeans ; and farther to de* 
clare, that he was constituted, by all the Greeks, member of the 
council of Amphictyons, and general and commander of their 
forces, with full and unlimited powers. 

105. This welcome invitation and commission, the fruit of all 
Ills secret practices, Philip received in Thrace, while he was yet on 
his return to Macedon. He bowed with an affectionate reverence 
to the venerable council, and declared his readiness to execute 
their orders. The inferior states of Greece, and all those whose 
simplicity and weakness rendered them insensible to the designs 
now forming by Philip, entirely approved of the act of the Am- 
phictyons ; and of the nomination of a prince to the command of 
their forces, so eminent and illustrious for his piety, and so ca- 
pable of executing the vengeance of Heaven. At Sparta and at 
Athens, this event was considered in a different manner. 

106. The first of these people, though possessed but of a smal/ 
part of their dncient greatness, yet still retained their pride, an; 
seemed to have looked with a sullen indignation at the honours 
paid Macedon : the Athenians had been long taught to dread the 
policy of Philip, and now their great popular leader repeatedly 
urged the necessity of suspicion, and represented all the late 
transactions in the Amphictyonic council as the efifects of Philip's 
intrigues, and a design against Greece in general, but more par- 
ticularly iigainst the welfare aii«1 liberty of Athens. 

107. To counteract the zeal of Demosthenes, and, to prevent 
the effects of his incessant remonstrances, the minds of the peo^ 
pie were alaumed with oracles and predictions, uttered with all. 
solemnity from the sacred tripod, and reported to the At)ienian& 
with all tiie veneration due to the dictates of Apollo. Vengeance 
was pronounced against all those who should presume to oppose 
the ^ng of Macedon, the destined instrument of divine justice ^ 
and Ae people were exhorted not to suffer artful and designing 
oratMS, and popular leaders, to seduce them to their ruin. 

108* In the mean time, Philip immediately got his troops to^ 
jgether} and with all the show of religious veneration, begem ti^. 
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march, in order to chastise the irreverent Locriaos. But he had fer 
different aims : and instead of proceeding upon so ridicolous a 
commission^ made a sudden turn, and seised upon Elatea, a capi- 
tal city of Phocisy which was very well situated fof awing the The> 
bans, of whom he began to grow jeaknis, and for preparing his 
way to Athens. But by so extraordinary a step asthis, he fairiy 
threw off the mask, and bade defiance to the wliok body cl 
Grecians. 

109. Thus was this enterprising prince, all of a sudden, master 
of a port of the utmost cmisequence ; at the head of an army, ca- 
pable of striking terror into his opposers; at the distance Of but 
two days march from Attica; absolute commander, as it were, 
of the citadel and fortress, both of Thebes and Athens ; conve- 
niently situated for receiving succours from Thessaly and Mace- 
don I and entirely at liberty either to give battle to those who 
might presume to appear in arms against him, or to protract the 
war to any length that might be found convenient. 

110. The news of Philip's recent transaction was quickly 
spread through the adjacent countries ; and received with all the 
stupid and helpless astonishment of men roused from a long 
letliargy, and awakened Uy a dreadful sense of their danger, and 
of the real designs of their enemy. It was late in the evening 
when a courier arriving at Athens, appeared before the Pryta- 
hes, and pronounced the dreadful tidings, that the king of Mace- 
don had taken possession of Elatea. 

111. These magistrates, and all the other citizens, were now 
at supper, indulging themselves in t|ie pleasures and gaieties of 
the table, when the news, which in an instant rung through all the 
city, roused them from their state of ease, and put an ^id to all 
their festivity. . The streets and public places were instantly filled 
with a distracted concourse ; every man with terror and confusion 
in his countenance ; and every man solicitous for an tmmedis^e 
consultation, on an emergency so important and alarming. 

* 112. At the dawn of the succeeding day, theassemWy met 
together, impressed with that consternation which urgent danger 
naturally inspires. The whole body of the people iocked to 
the senate house, seized their places, and waited with the utmost 
anxiety for so important a deliberation. The herald, as was 
the custom at Athens, arose, and cried out with a kod voice, 
*^ Who among yon will ascend the^ tribunal ?" All however was 
silence, terror and dismay : he again repeated the invit^on y 
but still no one rose up, though all the generals and orators were 
present. At length Demosthenes, animated with the greatness 
•f the approaching danger^ arose, undaunted and unmoved in 
this scene of horror.. 
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113. With a countenance of serenity, the firm composure of a 
patriot, and the sage discernment of a complete statesman, he 
addressed himself to the assembly in the following manner : 
^^ Athenians ! permit me to explain the circumstances of that 
state which Philip has now seized upon. Those of its citizens 
whom his gold could corrupt, or his artifice deceive, are all at his 
devotion. What then is his design ? By drawing up his forces, 
and displaying his powers on the borders of Thebes, he hopes 
to inspire his adherents with confidence and elevation, and to 
terrify and control his adversaries, that fear or force may drive 
them into those measures which we have hitherto opposed. 

1 14. ^^ If then, we are resolved in this conjuncture, to cherish 
the remembrance of every act of unkindness, which the Thebans 
have done to Athens ; if we regard them with suspicion, as men 
who have ranged themselves on the side of our enemy ^ in the 
first place we shall act agreeably to Philip's warmest wishes ; 
and then I am apprehensive, that the party who now oppose 
him, may be brought over to his interest ; the whole city submit 
unanimously to his direction ; and Thebes and Macedon, fall, 
with their united force on Attica. 

115. ^ Grant the due attention to what I shall now propose ; 
let it foe calmly weighed, without dispute or cavil, and I doubt 
not but that my counsels may direct you to the best and most 
salutary measures, and dispel the dangers now impending over 
the state. What then do I recommend ? First shake o^ that 
terror which hath possessed your minds ; and instead of fearing 
for yourselves, let the Thebans be the objects of your apprehen- 
sions ; they are more immediately affected ; they are the first to 
feel the dangers.? 

116. ^' In the next place, all those of the age for military ser- 
vice, both infantry and cavahry, should march instantly to Elect>- 
sis, that Greece may see that you are ako assembled in arms : 
and your friends in Thebes be emboldened to assert their rights, 
when they are assured, that as they who have sold their country - 
to the Macedoniams, have a force at Elatea to support them, 
so you are ready to assist the men who bravely contend for 
liberty. 

117. " In the first place, I recommend to you to nominate teii 
ambassadors, who, with the generals, may have full authority 
to determine the time, and all other circumstances of his 
march. When these ambassadors arrive at Thebes, how are 
they to conduct this great affair ? This is a point worthy of 
your most serious attention. Make no demands of the Thebans : 
at this conjuncture it would be dishonourable : assure th^n that 
your OSBistaace is ready for their acceptance, as you axe jusdy 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



2S2 THE BISTORT 

afected by their danger, and have been solbappy as to foresee 
and to guard against it. 

118. ^' If they approve of your sentiments, and embrace your 
overtures, we shall effect our great purpose, and ad with a dig- 
nity worthy of our state. But should it happen that we are not 
so successful, whatever mi^ortunes they may sufier, to themsdves 
shall they be imputed ; while your conduct shall appear, in no one 
instance, inconsistent with the honour and renown of Athens.^' 

1 19. This oration, delivered with ease and resolution, did not 
want its due effect ; it was received with universal applause, and I>e«> 
niosthenes himself was instantly chosen to head the embassy which 
be had now proposed. A decree, in pursuance of his advice, was 
drawn up in foitn ; with an additional clause, that a fleet of two 
hundred sail should be fitted out to cruise near Thermopylse« 

120. In consequence of this, Demosthenes set out for Thebes^ 
making the more haste, as he was sensible that Philip might over- 
run Attica in two days. Philip, on the other hand, in order to 
oppose the eloquence of Demosthenes, sent ambassadors to 
Thebes, among whom was Python, who particularly distinguish- 
ed himself by the liveliness of his orations. But his persuasive 
.powers were far inferior to those of Demosthenes, who overcame 
all opposition. The masculine eloquence of Demosthenes was 
irresistible; and kindled in the souls of the Theb^ins, so warm a 
zeal for their country, and so strong a passion for freedom, that 
they were no longer masters of themselves ; laying aside aU fear 
and gratitude, and all prudential considerations. 

121. That which animated Demosthenes, next to his public 
safety, was his having to do with a man of P3rthon's abilities ^ 
and he some time after took occasion to value himself upon the 
victory he had obtained ovar him. ^^ I did not give way," said 
he, ^^ to the boasting Python, when he would have borne me 
down with a torrent of words." — He gloried more in the success 
of this negociation, than of any other he had been employed in, 
and spoke of it as his masterpiece in politics. 

122. Philip, quite disconcerted by the union of these two na- 
tions, sent ambassadors to the Athenians to request them not to 
levy an armed force, but to live in harmony with him. How- 
ever, they were too justly alarmed and exasperated, to listen to 
.any accommodation ; and would no longer depend on the word 
of a prince, whose whole aim was to deceive. In consequence, 
preparations for war were made with the utmost diligence, and 
the soldiery discovered incredible ardour. 

123« However, many evil disposed persons endeavored to 
extinguish or damp it, by relaCting fatal omens, and terriblv pre^ 
dictions, which the priestess of Delphos was said to have Uttered^ 
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But Demosthenes, confiding firmly in the arms of Greece, and en- * 
cours^ed wonderfully by the number and bravery of the troops^ 
who desired only to march against the enemy, would not suffer 
them to be amused with these oracles and frivolous predictions. 

1 24. It was on this occasion, he said, the priestess Philippised ; 
meaning that it was Philip's money that inspired the priestess, 
opened her mouth, and made the god speak whatever she thought 
proper. He bade the Thebans remember their Eparainondas, and 

- the Athenians their Pericles, who considered these oracles and 
predictions as idle scare-crows, and consulted only their reasoti. 
The Athenian army set out immediately, and marched to Eleu- 
sis ; and the Thebans, surprised at the diligence of their c^onlede- 
rates, joined them, and waited the approach oi^the enemy. 

125. Philip, on his part, well knowing that the bravery and 
spirit of his enemies wanted that direction which might enable 
t/iem to improve their advantages, and conscious also of his own 
abilities, and the weakness of those generals who commanded 
the Greeks, determined to bring oi> a general engagement, where 
his superior skill must appear of the greatest moment For this 
purpose he took a fkvourable opportunity of decamping, and 
led his army Vb the plairi of Chaeronea, a name rendered famous 
by the event of this important contest. 

126. Here he chose his station, in view of a temple dedicated 
to Hercules, the author of his race, as if resolved to fight in his 
presence ; to make him witness of the actions of his descendants, 

' and to commit his forces and his cause to the immediate protec-* 
tion of thb hero. Some ancient oracles ware preserved, which 
seemed to point out the spot on which he now encamped, as 
the scene of some dreadful calamity to Greece. 

127* His army was formed of tlnrty two thousand men, war 
like, disciplined, and long enured to tlie toils and dangers of the 
iield ; but this body was composed of different nations and coun- 
tries, who had each their distinct and separate views and inter- 
ests. The army of the confederates did not amount to durty 
thousand complete, of which the Athenians and Thebans furnish- 
ed the greatest part ; the rest was formed of the Corinthians an|t>^ 
Peloponnesians. The same motives, and the same zeal, inf^M^ '" 
ced and animated them. All were equally affected by tne^v^ni)! 
and ei\ equally resolved to conquer or die in. defence of liberty. 

128. On the eve of the decisive day, Diogenes, the famoa<i 
cynic, who had long looked with equal contempt on either party, 
was led by curiosity to visit the camps as an unconcerned spec- 
tator. In the Macedonian camp, where his character and per- 
son w&e not known, he was stopped by the guards, and coa^ 
ducted to Fliilip's tent. The king expressed surprise at a stran- 
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ger's presuming to approach his camp ; and asked with severit}^, 
whether he came as a spy ? " Yes,'' said Diogenes, « I am 
come to spy upon your vanity and ambition, who thus wantonly 
set your life and kingdom to the hazard of an hour." 

129. And now the fatal morning appeared, which was for 
ever to decide the cause of liberty, and the empire of Greece. 
Before the rising of the sun, both armies were ranged in order of 
battle. The Thebans commanded by Theogenes, a man of but 
moderate abilities in war, and suspected of corruption, obtained 
the post of honour on the right wing of the confederated Greeks, 
with that famous body in the front, called the Sacred Band, 
formelS of generous and warlike youths connected and endeared 
to each other b^ all the noble enthusiasm of love and friendship. 
The centre was formed of the Corinthians and Peloponnesians ; 
and the Athenians composed the left wing,ied by their generals 
Lysicles and Chares. 

130. On the left of the Macedonian army stood Alexander, at 
the head of a chosen body of noble Macedonians, supported by the 
famous cavalry of Thessaly. As this prince was then but nine- 
teen years old, his father was careful to curb his youthful impetu- 
osity, and to direct his vah>ur; and for this pur{lbse surrounded 
him with a number of experienced officers. In this centre were 
placed those Greeks who had united with Philip, and on whose 
courage he had the least dependence ; while the king himself 
commanded on the right wing, where his renowned phalanx 

-stood, to oppose the impetuosity with which the Athenians were 
well known to begin their onset. 

, 131. The charge began on each side with all the courage and 
violence which ambition, revenge, the love of glory, and thekrve 
of liberty, could excite in the several combatants. Alexander, at 
the head of the Macedonian nobles, first fell, with all the fury of 
youthful courage, on the Sacred Band of Thebes, which sustained 
his attack wiUi a bravery and vigour worthy of its formei* 
fame. 

132. The gallant youths who composed this body, not being 
timely or not duly supported by their countrymen, bore up for 
a while against the torrent of the enemy, till at length, oppressed 
and overpowered by superior numbers, without 3delding or turn- 
ing their backs on thieir assailants, they sunk down on that ground 
where they had been originally stationed, each by the side of his 
darling friend, rabing up a bulwark by their bodies against the 
progress of the army. But the young prince and his forces, ia 
all the enthusiastic ardour of valour animated by success, pushed 
on through all the carnage, and over all the heaps of shun, and 
fell furiously on the main body of the Thebans, where they were 
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opposed with obstinate and deliberate courage, and the contest 
was for some time supported with mutual violence. 

133. The Athenians, at the same time, on the right wing^ 
fought with a ^irit and intrepidity worthy of the character by 
which they were animated, Many brave efforts were exerted on 
each side, and success was for some time doubtful, till at length 
part of the centre, and the left wing of the Macedonians, (except 
the phalanx) yielded to the impetuous attack of the Athenians, 
and fled with some precipitation. Happy had it been on that 
day for Greece, if the conduct and abilities of the Athenian gene- 
rals had been equal to the valour of their soldiers ! but those 
brave champions of liberty were led on by the despicable crea- 
tures of intrigue and cabal. 

134. Transported by the advantage now obtained, the pre- 
sumptuous Lysicles cried out, " Come on ray gallant country- 
men ; the victory is ours ; let us pursue these cowards, and drive 
them to Macedon ;" and thus, instead of improving their happy 
opportunity, by charging the phalanx in flank, and so breaking 
this formidable body, the Athenians wildly and precipitately 
pressed forward in pursuit of the fl3dng enemy : themselves in 
all the tumult and disorder of a rout. Philip saw this fatal error, 
with the contempt of a skilful general, and the secret exultation 
arising from the assurance of approaclnng victory. 

135. He coolly observed to those oflicers that stood round 
him, ^^ That the Athenians knew not how to conquer ;" and 
ordered his phalanx to change its position, and by a sudden evo- 
lution, to gain possession of an adjacent eminence. From thence 
they marched deliberately down, firm and collected, and fell, 
with their united force, on the Athenians, now confident of suc- 
cess, and blind to their danger. 

136. The shock was irresistible; they were at once over- 
whelmed ; many of them lay crushed by the weight of the ene- 
my, and expiring by their wounds ; while the rest escaped from 
the dreadful slaughter, by a shameful and precipitate flight ; 
bearing down, and hurrying away with them, those troops which - 
had been stationed for their support. And here the renowned 
orator and statesman, whose noble sentiments and spirited hd-- 
rangues had raised the courage on this day so eminently exert- 
ed, betrayed that weakness which has sullied his great char- 
acter. 

137* He alone, of all his countrymen, advanced to the charge 
cold and dismayed ; and at th^ very first appearance of a reverse 
of fortune, in an agony of terror, turned his back, cast away that 
shield which he had adorned with this inscription, in golden 
characters—To Good Fortune^ and appeared the foremost in 
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the general nnit. The ridicule and malice of his eaemies, re- 
lated, or perhaps invented anodier shameful circumstance ^ that 
being impeded in his flight by some brambles, his imagination 
was so possessed with the presence of an enemy, that he loudly 
cried out for quarter. 

138. While Philip was thus triumphant on his side, Alexan- 
der continued the conflict en the other wing ; and at length brc^e 
the Thebans in spite of all their acts of valour, who now fled 
from the field, and were pursued with great carnage. The ceu^ 
ire of tlMS confederates was thus totally abandoned to the fury «f 
a victorious enemy. But enough of slaughter had been already 
made; more than one thousand of the Athenians- lay dead on 
the field of battle, two thousand were made prisoners, and the 
loss of the Thebans was not inferior. 

139. Philip therefore determined to conclude his important 
mt<ny by an act of apparent clemency, which his ambition and 
policy r^y dictated. He gave orders that the Greeks should 
be spared, conscious of his own designs, and still expecting to 
appear in the field the head and leader of that body which he 
had now completely subdued. 

140. Philip was transported with this victory beyond mea- 
sure, and having drank to excess at an entertmnment which he 
gave upon that occasion, went into the field of battle, where he 
insulted over the slain, and upbnuded the prisoners with ^eir 
misfortunes. He leaped and danced about in a frantic manner, 
and with an air of burlesque merriment sung the banning of 
the decree, which Demosthenes had drawn up as a deckration 
of the war against him. 

141. Demades, who was of the number of the prisoners, had 
the courage to reproach him with this ungenerous behaviour, tel- 
ling him, ^* That fortune had given him the part of Agamem- 
ncNi, but that he was acting that of Thersites." He was so struck 
with the justness of this repjroof, that it wrou^t a thorough 
change in him ; and he was so far from being offended at De- 
mades, that he immediately gave him his liberty, and showed 
bim afterwards great marks of honour and friendship. 

142. He likewise relieved all the Athenian captives, without 
ransom ; and when they found him so generously disposed to- 
wards them, they made a demand of their baggage, with every 
thing else that had been taken fro«i them, but to that Philip re* 
plied, ^^ Surely they think I have not beat them." This dis- 
charge of the prisoners was ascribed in a great measure to De- 
mades, who is said to have new-^nodelled Philip, and to have 
softened his temper with the Attic graces, as Diodorus expresses 
It ; indeed Philip himself acknowl^ged upon another occasion^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF GREECE. 237 

that his frequent converse with the Athenian orators, had been 
of great use to him in correctii^ liis morab. 

143. Justin represents his carriage after the battle in a very 
different light, alleging, that he took abundance of pains to di»« 
lemble his joy : tlmt he affected great modesty and cmnpassion, 
and was not se^d to laugh ; and that he would have no sacrifice, 
no crowns nor perfumies ; that he forbid all kinds of sports ; and 
did nothing that might make him appear to the conquerors to be 
elated, nor to the conquered to be insolent. But this account 
seems to have been confounded with others which were given oi 
him, after his being reformed by Demades. It is certain that 
after his first transport was over, and that he began to reed- 
lect himself, he showed great humanity to the Athooians ; and 
that ia order still to keep measui^s with them, he renewed the 



144. But the Thebans, who had renounced their alliance 
\vith him, he treated in another manner. He, who affected to 
be as much master of his allies as of his subjects, could not> 
easily pardon those who had deserted him in so critical a con- 
juncture. Wherefore, he not only took ransom for their priso* 
ners, but made them pay for leave to bury thehr dead. After 
these severities, and after having placed a strong garrison over 
them, he granted them a peace. 

145. We are told that Isocrates, the, most celebrated rhetori 
cian of that age, who loved his country with the utmost tender- 
ness, could not survive the loss and ignominy with which it was 
covered, by the loss of the battle of Chseronea. The instant he 
received the news of its being uncertain what use Philip would 
make of lus victory, and determined to die a;free man, he ha»- 
tened his end by abstaining from food^ he was four-score and 
eighteen years of age. • 

146. This defeat, was attributed chiefly to the ill conduct of 
the generab Lysides and Chares ; the former of whom the Athe- 
nians put to death at the instance of Lycurgus, who had great 
credit and influence with the people, but was a severe judge^ 
and a most bitter accuser. ^ You, Lysicles,'' said he, ^' were 
general of the army ; a thousand citizens were slain, two thou>- 
sand taken- priscmers ; a trophy has been erected to the disfaon* 
our of this city, and all Greece is enslaved. 

1 47- '^ You had the command when all these things happened ; ^ 
and yet you dare to live, and view the light of the sun, and blush 
not to appear publicly in the forum ; you, Lysides, who are bom 
the monument of your country's shame !'' This Lycurgus was 
one of the oraUMrsof the first rank, and free from the general cor* 
ruption whkh then reigned amoi^ thenu He managed the pub^ 
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lie tnamres for twelve years with great uprightness, and had, all 
his life loDgy the reputation of a man of honour and virtue. 

148. He increased the shipping, suj^lied the arsenal, drove 
the bad men out of the city, and framed several good laws. He 
kept an exact r^;ister of every thing he did during his adminis- 
tration ; and when that was expired, he caused it to be fixed up to 
a pillar, that every body might be at liberty to inspect it, and to 
censure Ins conduct. He carried this fkunt so far, that in his last 
sickness, he ordered himself to be carried to the senate-house to 
give a public account of all his actions, and after he had refuted 
one who accused him there, he went home and died. 

149. Notwithstanding the austerity of his temper, he was a 
great encourager of the stage ; which though it had been carried 
to an excess that was manifestly hurtful to the public, he still 
looked on it as the best school to instruct and polish the minds 
of the people. And to this end he kept up a spirit of emulation 
among the writers of tragedy, and erected the statues of iEschy- 
lus, Sophocles, and Euripides. He left three sons, who were 
unworthy of him, and behaved so ill, thai they were all put in 
prison ; but Demosthenes, out of regard tb the memory of their 
father, got them discharged. 

150. It does not appear that Chares Underwent any prosecu- 
tion for hb share of this action ; though, according to the general 
character, he deserved it as much or mGre than his coUeague. For 
he had no talent for command, and was very little different from a 
common soldier. Timotheus said to him, ^^ That instead of being 
a general, he was fitter to carry the general's baggage." His 
person indeed was of that robust kind of make ; and it was that 
which served in some measure to recommend him to tiie people. 
But he was more a man of pleasure than fatigue. 

151. In his military expeditions, he was wont to carry with 
him a band of music ; and he defrayed the expense of it out of 
the soldiers' pay. Notwithstanding his want of abilities, he had 
a thorough good opinion of himself. He was vain and positive, 
bold and boisterous, a great undertaker, and always ready to 
warrant success; but his performances seldom answered; and 
hence it was, that the promises of Chares became a proverb. 
And yet as little as he was to be depended on, he had his parti- 
sans among the people, and among the orators, by whose means 
he got himself to be frequently employed, and others to be ex- 
cluded who were more capable. m 

152. But it was Demosthenes ^ho seemed to have been the 
principal cause of the terrible shock which Athens received at 
this time, and which gave its power such a wound^ as it never 
recovered. However^at the very instant the Athenians heard 
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6f this bloody overthrow, which a£fected so great a number of 
families, when it would have been no wonder, had the multi- 
tude, seized with terror and alarms, given way to an emotion of 
blind zcol, against the man whom they might have considered 
in some measure as the- author of this dreadful calamity; even 
at this very instant, I say, the people submitted entirely to the 
counsels of Demosthenes. 

153. The precautions that were taken to post guards, to raise 
the walls, and to repair the ditches, were all in consequence of his 
advice. He himsdfwas appointed to supply the city with pro- 
visions, and to repair the walls, which latter commision he execu- 
ted with so much generosity, that it acquired him the greatest hon- 
our ; and for which at the request of Ctesiphon, a crown of gold 
was decreed him as a reward for his having presented the com- 
monwealth with a sum of money out of his own estate, sufficient 
to defray what was wanting of the sums for repairing die walb. 

154. On the present occasion, that is, after the battle of Chse- 
rosea, such orators as opposed Demosthenes, having all risen up 
in concert against him, and. having cited him to take his trial 
according to law, the people not only declared him innocent oC 
the several accusations laid to hb charge, but conferred more 
honours upon him than he had enjoyed before; so strong did 
the veneration they had for his zeal and fidelity overbalance the 
efforts of calumny and malice. 

i55. But the people did not stop here. The bones of such 
as had been killed in the battle of Chaeronea having been brought 
to Athens to be interred, they appointed Demosthenes to com- 
pose the eulogium of those brave men : a manifest proof that 
they did not ascribe to him the ill success of the battle, but to 
Providence only, who disposes of human events at pleasure. 

156. It was in this year that ^schines drew up an accusation 
agunst Ctesiphon, or rather against Demosthenes, which was 
the most remarkable that ever appeared before any tribunal^ BOt 
so much for the object of the contest, as for the greatness and 
ability of the speakers. Ctesiphon, a partisan and friend of DeJ 
mosthenes, brought a cause before the assembly of the people^ 
in which he urged that a decree should be passed, giving a gold 
crown to Demosthenes. This decree was strongly opposed by 
iEschines, the rival of Demosthenes, as well in eloquence as am>- 
bition. 

157* No cause ever excited so much curiosity, nor was plead- 
ed with so much pomp. People flocked to it from all parts, and 
they had great reason for so doing : for what sight could be no- 
bler than a conflict between two orators, each ol them excellent 
in his way, both formed by nature, improved by art, and ani- 
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maled fay pcrpetaal dissennonsy and an implacable aaimo^ity 
9gumt each other. 

158. The juncture seemed to favour ^schines very much, 
fbr the Macedonian party, whom he always befriended, was very 
powtriul in Athens, especially aftec the ruin of Thebes. Never- 
theless .£schines lost his cause, and was justly sentenced to ban- 
ishment for his rash accusation. He tho'eupon went and set- 
tied himsdf in Rhodes, where he opened a school of eloquence, 
Ihe fame and glory of which con^nued for many ages. 

159* He began his lectures with the two oradons that had oc- 
casioned his banishment. Great encomiums were given to that 
of iEschines; but when they heard that of Demosthenes, the 
plaudits and acclamations were redoubled. And it was then he 
spoke these words so greatly laudable in the mouth of an enemy 
and a rival : — ^^ Alas ! what applauses would you not have be- 
stowed, had you heard Demosthenes speak it himself.'' 

160. Demosthenes thus become victor, made a good use of his 
conquest. For the instant ^schines left Athens, in order to em* 
bark for Rhodes, Demosthenes ran after him, and forced him to 
accept of a purse o( money. On this occasion iBschines cried out, ^ 
*^ How will it be possible for me not to regret a coimtry in which 

I leave an enemy more generous, than I can hope to find friends 
in any part of the world.'' 

161. In the mean time Philip had his ambition pleased, but 
not satisfied with his last victory ; he had but one object long in 
view, and that he never lost sight of; this was to get himself ap- 
pointed in the assembly of the Greeks, their chief general against 
the Persians. It had long been the object, not only of the con- 
federate states, but also of the neighbouring Greek nations, to re- 
venge upon the kingdom of Persia, the injuries they had sustain- 
ed from it; and to work the total destruction of that empire. 
This was an object which had early infiamed the mind of Philip, 
and his late victory paved the way to it. He therdcnre got him- 
self declared generalissimo of the Greek forces, and accordingly 
made preparations to invade that mighty empire. 

* 162. But whilst Philip was thus successful in polidcs and war, 
f the domestic divisions that reigned in his family, embittered his 
happmess, and at last caused his destruction. He had married 
OIyinpias,the daughter of the king of Epirus, and the early part 
of their union was crowned with happiness : but her ill tooaper 
soon clouded that dawn which promised so much felicity; die 
was natijffally jealous, vindictive and passionate, and thear dis* 
seoaions were carried to such a d^^ree that Philip was oilen 
Aeard to wish for death. 

I6s^ But hi$ passion for Cleopatni| niece to Attalus, his geft- 
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era}^ completed their separation. As Cle<^>atra was no less ami- 
able in her temper and accomplishments than in the extraordi • 
nary graces of her person, Philip ccmceived that he should con- 
sult his own happiness most.efiectaaliyy foy forming an inviola- 
ble and perpetual union with this lady ; and, without the least 
hesitation, resolved to separate himself for ever from the princess 
who had long appeared so great an enemy to his tranquillity. 

164. In- vain did Alexander his son remonstrate, that by di- 
vorcing Olympias, and engaging, in a second marriage, he ex- 
posed him to the danger of contending with a number of comr 
petitors for the crown, and rendered his succession precarious; 
^* My son," said the king, " if I create you a number of com- 
petitors, you wiU have the glorious opportunity of exerting your- 
self to surpass them in merit. ' Thus siiall their rivalship by no 
means afiect your title.^' His marriage with Cleopatra was now 
declared in form, and celebrated with- all the grandeur and so- 
lemnity ^hich the great occasion demanded. . 

165. The young prince, however dissatisfied, was yet obliged 
to attend on these solemnities, and sat in silent indignation at that 
feast which proclaimed the disgrace of bis mother. In such cir- 
cumstances, his youthful and impetuous mind could not but be 
susceptible of the slightest irritation. Attains, the uncle of the 
new queen; forgetting that just caution which should have taught 
him to be scrupulously observant to avoid offending the prince, 
intoxicated by the honours paid to his kinswoman, as well as by 
the present festivity, was rash enough to call publicly on the Ma- 
cedonian nobles to pour out their libations to the gods, that they 
might grant the. king the happy fruits of the present nuptials^ 
and Tegitimate heirs to his throne. 

166. Wretch ! cried Alexander, with his eyes sparkling with 
that fury and vexation which he had till now suppressed, dost 
thou then call me bastard? and instantly darted his goblet at 
Attains, who returned the outrage with double violence. Clam- 
our and confusion arose, and the kingpin a sudden fit of rage, 
snatched his sword, and flew directly towards his son. His 
]H^pitation, his lameness, and the quantity of wine in which . 
he had by ^is time indulged, happily disappdnted his rash pur- 
pose ; he stumbled and fell on the floor, while Alexander, with an 
unpardonable insolence, ened out, ^ Beh<4d,ye Macedonians^! 
this is the king who is preparing to lead you into Asia f/ee, 
where ia passing from one table to another, he is fallen to the 
ground." 

167. Philip, however, ^ not lose sight of the conqueat of 
Asia* Full of the mighty project he revolved, he consisted the 
gods to know what would-be the event of it ; and the pri^steais; . 

L 
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repli^, The victim is ahreadv crowned^ Ms end dram mghytmd 
ke wiU 90(m he sacrificed. Ffailip hearing this, dM not hesitate 
a moment) but interpreted the oracle in his own fav'>ur ; the am- 
biguity of which ouglit at least to have kept him in some sus- 
pense. In order, therefore, that he might be in a condition to 
apply entirely to his expedition again^ the Persians, and elevate 
himself sololy to the conquest of Asia, he despatched with all 
possible diligence his domestic affairs. 

168. After this he offered up a solemn sacrifice to the gods^ 
and prepared to celebrate with incredible magnificence in £gae, 
a city of Macedonia, the nuptials of Cleopatra his daughter, 
whom he gave in marriage to Alexander king of Epinis, and 
brother to Olympias his queen. He had invited to it the most 
considerable persons of Greece, and heaped upon them friend- 
ship and honours of every kind, by way of gratitude for electing 
him generalissimo of the Greeks. 

iS. The cities made their court to him in emulation of each 
other, by sending him gold crowns; and Athens distinguished its 
zeal above all the rest. Neoptdemus, the poet, had written pur- 
posely for that festival, a tragedy entitled Cinyras, in which, un- 
der borrowed names, he represented his prince as already victor 
over Darius, and master of Asia. Philip listened to these hap- 
py presages with joy ; and, comparing them with the answer of 
the oracle, assured himself of conquest. The day after the nup- 
tials, games and shows were solelnnised. 

1 70. As these formed part of the religious worsliip, there were 
carried in it, with great pomp and ceremony, twelve statues of the 
gods carved with inimitable art ; a thirteenth that surpassed them 
all in magnificence, represented Philip as a god. The hour of 
his leaving the palace arrived ;, he went forth in a white robe; and 
advanced with an air of. majesty, in the midst of acclamations, 
towards the theatre, where an infinite multitude of Macedonians, 
as well as foreigners, waited his coming with' impatience. 

171 . But this magnificence only served to make the catastrophe 
more remarkable, and to add splendour to ruin. Some time before, 
Attalus, inflamed with wine at an entertainment, had insulted in 
the most shocking manner Pausanias, a young Macedonian no- 
hleman. The latter had long endeavoured to revenge the cruel 
affront, and was perpetually «nploririg the king^s justice. But 
Philip, unwilling to disgust Attalus, uncle to Cleopatra, whom, as 
was before observed, he had married after his divorcing Olylbpias 
his first queen, would never listen to Pausanias' complaints. 

, 172 . However, to console him in some measure; and to exi»ess 
the high esteem he had for, and the great confidence he reposed in 
him, he made him oneof the chief officers of his life guard. &ittbis 
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was not what the yoaag Macedoman lequiied, whose anger now 
aweUing to fury against his iudge, he fonned the design of wiping 
out his shame, by imbruing his hands in the blood of )m sovereign. 

173. And now while this unhappy youth continued Inrooding 
over those malignant passions which dbtracted and corroded his 
inindy he happened to go into the school of one Hemiocrates, 
who professed to teach philosophy ; to whom he proposed the 
following question : ^^ What shall that man do who wishes to 
transmit his name with lustre to posterity ?" Hermocrates, either 
artfully and from design, or the natural malignity of his temper^ 
replied, *^ He must kill him who had achieved the greatest ae- 
tions I thus shall the memory of the hero be joined with his who 
slew him, and both descend tc^ether to posterity." 

174. This was. a maxim highly agreeable to Pausanias, in the 
present disposition of his mind ; and thus various accidents and 
^circumstances, concurred to inflame those dangerous passions 
which now possessed him, and to prompt him to the dreadful 
purpose of satiating his revenge. The present solemnity was 
that which Pausanias chose to put his dreadful design into exe- 

J^ution. Philip, clothed in a white flowing robe, waving in soft 
and graceflil fdds, the habiliments in which the Grecian deities 
were usually represented, moved forward with a heart filled witli 
triumph and exultation, whil^ the admiring crowds shouted forth 
their flattering applause. 

175. His guards had orders to keep at a considerable distance 
from his pers<H), to show that the king confided in the afiections of 
the people, and bad not the least apprehensions of danger amidst 
all this mixed concourse of different states and nations. Unhappily 
the danger was but too near him. The injured Pausanias had not 
yet forgot his wrongs, but still retained those terrible impressions 
which the sen^ of the indignity he had received, and the artful and 
interested representations of others, fixed deeply in bis mind. He 
chose this fatal morning for the execution of bis revenge on the 
prince who had denied reparation to his injured honour. 

171@s His design had been for some time premeditated, and 
now was the dreadful moment of effecting it. As Philip marc^« 
ed on, in all his pride and pomp, this young Macedonian slipped 
through the crowd, and with a desperate and malignant resolur 
tion, wmted his apporoach in a narrow passage, just at the 
entrance into the theatre. The king advanced towards him, 
Pausanias drew his poignard, plunged it into his heart, and the 
conqueror of Greece, and terror of Asia, fell prostrate to the 
ground, and instantly expired. 

177* The murderer flew towards the gates of the city, whene 
there stood horses ready to favour his escape, which Olympias 
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hendf b said to have prep«pecl. Thetutmilt and cmifosMm was 
mcb as might be expected from so fatal an event : soone of ^« 
Macedonians crowded round the faUen king with officious and 
inefiectual care, while others pursued Pausantas. Among these 
were Perdiccas, Attalus, and Leonatus ; the first, who excelled 
in swiftness, came up to the assassin, where he was just prepar- 
ing to mount his horse; but being, by his precipitation, entangled 
in some vines, a violent effort to extricate the foot brought bim 
suddenly to the ground. 

178. As he prepared to rise, Perdiccas was upon him, and 
with his companions, soon despatched him by the repeated wounds 
which their fury inflicted. His body was immediately hung on a 
gibbet ; but in the morning appeared crowned with a golden dia- . 
dem ; the only means by which Olympias could now express her 
implacable resentment. In a few days, indeed, she took a fur- 
ther occasion of publishing her triumph and exultation in her hus-> 
band's fall, by paying the same funeral honours to Pausanias, 
which were prepared for Philip ; both bodies were Jbumt on the 
same pile, and the ashes of both deposited in the same tomb. 

179. She is even said to have prevailed on the Macedonians 
to pay annual honours to Pausanias ; as if 1^ iSeared that the 
share she had taken in the death of PhiUp, should not be suffi- 
ciently known to the world. She consecrated to Apollo the dag^ 
ger which had been the instrument of the fatal deed, inscribe 
with the name Myrtalis; the name she had borne when their 
loves first began. 

180. Thus died Philip, whose virtues and vices were directed 
and proportioned to his ambition. His most shining and exalt- 
ed qualities were influenced in a great measure by his love of 
power, and even the most exceptionable parts of his conduct 
were principally determined by their c(»iveniency and expedi- 
ency. If he was unjust, he was like C«sar, unjust for the sake 
of empire. If he gloried of the success acquired by his vurtues 
and his intellectual accomplbhments, rather than in that which 
the force of arms could ^n, the reason which he himself as- 
signed, points out his true principle — ^^^ In the former case,^ 
said he, <^ the glory is entirely mine ; in the other, my generals 
and soldiers have their ildare." 

181. The news of Philip's death was a joyful surprise in 
Greece, and particularly in Athens, vfhete the people crowned 
themselves with garlands, and decreed a crown to Pausanias. 
They sacrificed to the gods for their deliverimce, and sung songs 
of triumph, as if Philip had been slain by them in battle. But 
this excess of joy did ill become them. li was looked upon as 
an ungenerous and unmanly insult upon the ashes of a mordered 
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prince^ 9nd of one wh<HB they just before had revered and 
cronebed to ia the most abject manner. 

182. These immoderate transports were raised in them by 
Demosthenes^ who having the first inteilisence of Philip's death, 
went into the assembly unusually gay and cheerful, with a ehap-> 
Jet on his head, and in a rich habit, though it was then but the 
seventh day after the death of his daughter. From this circum- 
sfance, Plutarch, at the same time that he condemns the beha- 
viour of the Athenians in general upon this occasion, takes an 
opportunity to justify Demosthenes, and extols him as a patriot 
for not suffering his domestic afflictions to interfere with the 
good fortune of the commonwealth. But he certainly might 
have acted the part of a good citizen with more decency, and 
not have ^ven up to insult, what was dpe to good manners. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
Fr(m the Birth of Alexander ^ to his setting out for Asia, 

1. AiiEXANPEB, the son of Philip, ascend- ^ ^ -^ . j. 
ed the throne upon the death of his father, ai^eJct^^ 
and took possession of a kingdom rendered ^ •'• ^» Aoo, 
flourishing and powerful by the policy of the preceding reign. 

2. He came into the w<»rld the very day the celebrated temple 
of Diana at Ephesus was burnt; upon which occasion the report 
goes, diat Hegasius the historian was heard to say, <^ That it was 
no wonder the temple was burnt^ as Diana was that day employed 
at the delivery of Olympia, to facilitate the birth of Alexander.'' 

$. The passion which prevailed most in Alexander, even 
from his tender years, was ambition, and an ardent desire of glory, 
out not for eveiy species of glory. Philip, like a sophist, valued 
himself upon his eloquence, and the beauty of his style, and had 
the vanity tp have engraved on his coins the several victories 
he had won at the Olympic games in the pharjot race, 

4. But it was not after such empty honours that his son as- 
pired. His friends asked him one dw;r, whether he would not 
be present at the games above mentioned in order to^dispute 
the prize bestowed on that occasion ? for ne was very swift of 
foot. He answered that he would contend in them, provided 
kings were to be his antagonists. 

5. Every tin^e news was brought him that his father had 
taken some city, or gained some great battle, Alexander, so far 
from sharing in the general joy, used to say in a pUintive tone 
of voice, to the young persons that were brought up with him. 
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^ FriendSy my father will possess himself of every thihg, and 
leave aotlung for me to do/' 

6. One day some ambassadors from the king of Persia being 
arrived at court during Philip's absence, Alexander gave them 
so kind and so polite a reception, and regaled them in so noble 
and generous a manner, as charmed theih all ; but that which 
most surprised them was, the good sense and judgment he dis- 
covered, in the several conversations they had with him.' 

7- 'He did not propose to them any thing that was trifling, and 
like one of his age; such for instance as inquiring about the so 
much boasted gardens suspended in the air ; the riches and magni- 
ficence of the palace and court of the king of Persia, which excited 
the admiration of the whole world 5 the famous golden plantain- 
tree ; and that golden vine, the grapes of which were of emeralds, 
carbuncles, rubies, and all sorts of precious stones, under which 
the Persian monarch was said frequently to give audience. 

8. Alexander, I say, asked them questions of a quite different 
nature ; iDquiring which was the road to Upper Asia ; the distance 
of the several places 5 in which the strength and power of the 
king of Persia consisted ; in what part of the battle he fought ; 
how he behaved towards his enemies, and in what manner he 
governed his subjects. These ambassadors admired him all the 
while ; and perceiving*, even at that time, how great he might 
one day become, tliey observed in a few words, the difference they 
found between Alexander and Artaxerxes, by saying one to ano- 
ther, " This young prince is great, and ours is rich : that man 
must be vastly insignificant who has no other merit than his riches. 

9. So ripe a judgment in this young prince, was owing en- 
tirely to the good education which had been given him. Several 
preceptors were appointed to teach him all such arts and sciences 
as are generally bestowed on the heir to a great kingdom ; and 
the chief of these was Leonidas, a person of the most sevens 
morals, and a relation to the queen. This Leonidas, in thelc 
joumies together, used frequently to look into the tiiinks where 
his bed and clothes were laid, in order to see if Olympias, his 
mother, had not put something superfluous into them, which 
might administer to delicacy and luxury. 

10. But the greatest service Philip did his son, wa^ appointing 
Aristotle his preceptor, the most famous and the most learned 
philosopher of his age, whom he entrusted with the whole care of 
his education. One of the j^asons which prompted Philip to 
choose him a master of so conspicuous reputationand merit, was, 
as he himself tells us, that hb son might avoid conunitting a great 
many faults, of which he himself had been guilty. 

11. Philip was sensible how great a treasure he possessed In 
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the person of Aristotle ; for Which reason he settled a y^ gen 
teel stipend upon him, and afterwards rewarded his pains and 
care in an infinitely more glorious manner^ for having destroyed 
and laid waste the city of Satygra, the aative place of that phi- 
losopher, he rebuilt it purely out of Section for him ; reinstated 
the inhabitants who hsid fled from it, or were made slaves ; and 
gave theib. a fine park in the neighbourhood of Satygra, as a 
place for their studies and assemblies. Even in Plutarch's time, 
the stone seats which Aristotle had placed there were standing ; 
as also spacious vistas, under which those^ who walked wer; 
shaded from the sun beams. 

12. Alexander likewise ' discovered no less esteem for his 
master, whom he believed himself bound to love as much as if 
he had been his father ; declaring that he was indebted to the 
one for living, and to the other for living well. The progress of 
the pupil was equal to the cafe and abilities of the preceptor. 
He grew vastly fond of philosophy, and learned the several parts 
of it, but in a manner suitable to his birth. 

13. Aristotle endeavoured" to improve his judgment, by laying 
down sure and certain rules, by which he might distinguish just 
and s^lid reasoning from what is but speciously so ; and by ac« 
customing him to separate in discourse all such parts as only 
dazzle, from those which are truly solid, and constitute its whole 
value. Alexander applied himself chiefly to morality, which is 
properly the science of kings, because it is the knowledge of 
mankind, and of their duties. This he made his serious and 
profound study ; and considered it even at that time as the foun- 

' dation of prudence and wise policy. 

14. The greatest master of rhetoric that antiquity could ever 
boast, and who has left so excellent a treatise on that subject, 
took care to make that science part of his pupil's education; and we 
find that Alexander, even in the midst of his cpnquests, was often 
very urgent with Aristotle to send him a treatise on that subject. 
To this we owe the work entitled Alexander's Rhetoric ; in the 
beginning of which Aristotle proves to him the vast advantages 
a prince may reap frqm eloquence ; as it gives him the greatest 
ascendant over the minds of men^ which he ought to acquire as 
well by his wisdom as authority. 

15. Some answers and letters of Alexander, which are still 
extant) show that he possessed, in its greatest perfection, that 
strong, that manly eloquence, whicn abounds with sense and 
ideas ; and which is so entirely free from superfluous expressions, 
that every single word has its meaning, which, properly speaking, 
is the eloquence of kings. His esteem, or rather his passidn for 
Homer, shows not only with what vigour and success he applied 
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to poike lif^atine, but the judiciDus use he made of it, a^d die 
sdid advaiitaeet he proposeld to hiiaself from it. 

16. He was not prompted to peruse this poet merely out of 
curiosity^ or ta unbend his mind, or from a great fondae^ for 
p«etry ; but his view in studying this admirable writ^, was to 
borrow such sentiments from him as were worthy a great king 
aad conqueror ; courage, intrepidity, magnanimity, temperance, 
prudence, the art of commanding well in war and peace. The 
verse which pleased him most in Homer, was that where Aga- 
memnon is represented as a good king and a^rave warrior. 

17* After this it is no wonder that Alexander should have so 
high an esteem for this poet. Thus when, after the battle of Ar- 
bela, the Macedonians found, among the spoils of Darius, a gold 
box, enriched with precious stones, in which the excellent per- 
fumes used by that prince were put ; Alexander, who was quite 
covered whh dust, apd regardless of essences and perfumes, order« 
ed that this box should be employed to no other use than to hold 
Homer's poems ) which he believed the most perfect, the most 
precise production of the human mind. He admired particularly 
the Iliad, which he called the best provision for a warrior. 

18. He always had with him that edition of Homer, which 
Aristotle had revised and corrected, and to which the title of 
'^ The Edition of the Box" was given; and he laid it with his 
sword every night under his pillow. Fond, even to excess of every 
hind of glory, he was displeased with Aristotle his master, for 
having published in his absence, certain metaphysical pieces, 
which he himself desired to possess only ; and even at the time 
when he was employed in the conquest of Asia, and the pursuit 
of Darius, he wrote to him a letter which is still extant, wherein 
he complains upon that very account. 

19* Alexander says in it, ^^ That he had much rather surpass 
the rest of men in the knowledge of sublime and excellent things, 
than in the greatness and extent of his powers." He in like 
manner requested Aristotle not to show the treatise of rhetoric 
above mentioned to any person but himself. He had also a taste 
for the whole circle of arts, but in such a manner as became a 
prince ; that is, he knew the value and usefulness of them. 
Music, painting, sculpture, architecture flourished in his reign ; 
because they found him both a skilful judge and generous pro- 
tector ; who was able to cUstinguish and to reward merit. 

20. But he despised certain trifling feats of dexterity, that 
were of fto upe. Some Macedonians admired very much a man, 
who employed himself very attentively in throwing small peas 
through the eye of a needle, which he would do. at a considerable 
distance, and without once missing. Alexander seeing him at 
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this exercise^ ordered hiaiy as we ore told, a present suitable tp 
his jemploymeot : viz. a ^^)cet pf peas, 

21. Alexander was of a sprjij^lly disposition, was resolute, 
and vejrv tenacious of his opiuioQi which. nev^ gave way to force^ 
but at the same time would submit immedi^tjc^ to reason a«vd 
good sense. Jt is very difi|cult to treat wuj^ persons of this turn 
of mind : Philip accordingly, notwithsta^d^g his . double au- 
thority of king and father, believed it necessary to einf^^ 
persuasion rather than force wit)i respect to liis son, and en- 
deavoured to jnake himself beloved i^her t^ feared by 1^» 

22. An accident paade him enter^SMf} ^ very advantageous opin- 
ion of Alexander. There had bieeq fje^ from T^saly to fk\\ip 
a war-horse ; a noble, strong, £ery, gepc^ous beast called Buca^ 
phalus. The owner would not sell aipi ui^d^ thirteen j^n^ ; 
an immense sum. The king wen^ ^i^to the plains, attended ^ 
his courtiers, iu order to view the perfections of this ho/se ; but, 
upon trial, he appeared so very £uirce, and pranced about ki so 
furious a manner, that no one dared to moplt hkn. 

23. Philip being angry that sq furious 9i^d u^unanageable a 
creature had been sent hi|o, g^ve QF4m for their carrying him 
l>ack- a^in. Alexander, who was present at that time, cried 
out, ** What a noble horse we are going to lose, for want of 
address and boldness to back hun !^' PhUip at first considered 
these words as the effect of folly ^nd rash^^ess, so common to 
young men ; but as Alexand/^r i^sisM sljll inore upon wliat be 
had said, and was very n^^ch ye;^ to see so noble a creat^r^ 
justt going to be sent hoi^iie agjaia, his father gave him l^aye to 
try ^at he could do. 

24. The young prince, ovterjbyed at this permission, goes up 
to Buc^halijis, ta^es hold of the bridge, ^md Uirm his head to the 
sun, having observed, that t)ie thing wbifk frightened hia^ w^ 
his own shadow ; Alexander t)ieref<>ne first s^ro]i|:ed him gej^tly 
with his hand, and soothed hii^ wH^ ^^ yo|c@9 t^^^ s^dng hj& 
fierceness abate, and artAiUy iakiog j^s (ippoftunity, he }at ^J 
his cloak, end springing swiftly pppfi hU b^ck, first slack^oei! 
the rein, without once striking or v/exi^ jbJm $ afi4 ivlien he 
perceived that his £re ^as co9le<L th^t he was no longer §o 
furious and violent, ai^d wanted only to move forward, he gave 
him the rein, and spurring hini witl^ great vigpiu-, anim^t] {lifn 
with his voice to bis full speed. 

25. While this was doing, Philip a*»d i^k whole cogrt, tr^ai.- 
bled for fear, and did not onc^ x]|ien their lips ; but w}ieu the 
prince, after having run hh fifSt h^t, returned with joy ^ 
pride m his havinff broke fi horse which was judged absolutely 
upgpvemable^all.tbe coiuti^s in general, ei^d^i^vpured to outv^ 
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one another ia their applauses and congratulations ; and we are 
told Philip shed tears of joy on this occasion ; and embracmg 
Alexander, after he was alighted, and kissing him, he said to 
him, *^ My son seek a kingdom more worthy of thee, for Mace- 
don is below thy merit. 

26» Alexander, upon his accession to the throne, saw himself 
sorrounded with extreme dangers ; the barbarous nations with 
whom Philip contended during hb whole reign, thou^t this 
diange for their advantage, and despising the youth and inexpe- 
lience of the young monarch, resolved to seize this opportunity 
of reffaimng their freedom, for satiating themselves with plunder ; 
nor had he less to fear from the Greeks themselves, who now 
thought this a convenient opportunity to restore their ancient 
form of government, revenge their former injuries, and reclaim 
those rights which they had enjoyed for ages. 

27. Alexander, however, resolved to prevent their machina- 
tions, and to give them no time to complete their confederacies 
asainst him. After taking revenge upon the conspirators against 
his father, whom he slew upon his tomb, he first conciliated the 
affections of the Macedonians to him by freeing them from a 
vexatious and bodily slavery, only commanding their service in 
his wars. 

2S. The Macedonians reflecting on his precarious situation, 
advised him to relinquish Greece, and not persist in his resolu- 
tion of subduing it by force ; to recover by gentle methods the 
barbarians who had taken arms ; and to soothe, as it were, those 
glimmerings of revolt and innovation, by prudent reserve, com- 
placency, and insinuations, in order to conciliate their affections. 
However, Alexander would not listen to these timorous coun- 
. sels, but resolved to secure and support his affairs by boldness 
and magnanimity ; firml/peftuaded that should he relax in any 
point at first, all his neighbours would fall upon him ; and that, 
were he to endeavour to compromise matters, he should be 
obliged to give up all Philip's conquests, and by that means 
confine his dominions to the narrow limits of Bf acedon. 

29* He therefore made all possible haste to check the arms of 
the barbarians, by marching lus troops to the banks of the Dan- 
ube, which he crossed in one night. He defeated the king of the 
Triballi, in ^ great battle; made the Getae fly at his approach ; 
subdued several barbarous nations, some by the terror of his . 
«ame, and others by force of arms : and notwlthstapding the ar- 
rogant answers of their ambassadors, he taught them to dread a 
danger which they found but too weU prepared to ov^whelm them. 

SO. Whilst Alexander was thus employed at a distance against 
thi^ barbarians, all the cities ctf Greece, who were animated more 
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particularly by Demosthenes, fmtaed a powerful aUiance against 
him. A false report which prevailed of his death, inspired the 
T'hebans with a boldness that proved their ruin. They cut to 
pieces part of the JVIacedonian garrison in their citadel. Demos- 
thenes, on the other side, was every day haranguing the people; 
and fired with contempt for Alexander, whpm b^called a childN 
and a hair-brained boy, he assured the Athenians, with a decisive 
tone of voice, that they had nothing to fear from the new king ei 
Macedon, who did not dare to stir out of his kingdom, but would 
think himself vastly happy could he sit peaceably on his tkroiae.-* 

31. At th^ same time he wrote letters upon letters to Attalus, 
. one of Philip's lieutenants in Asia Minor, to excite him to rebel. 

This Attalus was uncle to Cleopatra, Philip's second wife, and 
was very much disposed to listen to Demosthenes' proposals. 
Nevertheless, as Alexander was grown very diffident of him, for 
which he knew there was but too much Reason, he therefore, to 
eradicate from his mind all the suspicions he might entertain, and 
the better to screen his designs, sent all Demosthenes' letters to 
that prince : but Alexander saw through aU his artifices, and there- 
upon ordered HecataBus, one of his commanders, whom he had sent 
into Asia for that purpose, to have him assassinated, which was 
executed accordingly. Attains' death restored tranquillity to the 
army, and entirely destroyed the seeds of discord and rebellion. 

32. The object which seized Alexander's earliest ambition, 
was the conquest of Persia; and he now expected that he would 
have leisure and opportunity to prepare for so great an enterprise ; 
bMt he was soon called to a new under^king : the Athenians, 
Thebans, and Lacedaemonians united against him, hoping, by 
the assistance of Persia, tu recover their former freedom. In 
order to persuade the Greeks to this, Demosthenes made use 
pf a device, which had more cunning in it than wisdom. 

33. He caused it to be reported that Alexander was slaia in a . 
battle against the Triballi ; and he produced a roan to tlie assem- 
bly who ventured to affirm, that he was present .and wounded, 
when his general was slain. These (sise reports, which serve 
for^ day, are but had policy ; like a false alarm in battle, the 
people may sometimes be mocked by them, but in the end the 

^ success will prove as ridiculous as the invention ; for as those 
(hat find themselves at one time abused by such^ at other times 
neglect the real call of truth ; by being samq[ioned without occa- 
sion, they fatally despise the hour of danger. 

34. This unfortunate obstacle obliged Alexander to turn his 
sw4fd from the Persians against the weeks, of whose assistance 
he had just before asured himself. Expedition and activity 
were the characteristics of this monarch's conduct ) he led his 
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army «^fuii8t the Greeks with to Hiiieh cekti^, that his appear-^ 
aaee before them gave the first nenn of his preparatioa. 

. 35. He a{^>cared so suddenly in Boeotia, that the Thebans 
could searoebdieve their eyes; and being come before tlieir wnlb, 
was willing to give them time to repent ; and only demanded to 
have Fboeniz and Prodrates, the two chief ringleadersof^ revolt, 
dc^veied up to him ; and pndi>lished by sound of trumpet, a gencxal 
pardon to all who should come over to him. But die Thebans, by 
way of insult, demanded to have Philotas and Aatipat^ ddivered 
to diem; mid mvited, by a declaration, all who were scdicitaus 
for the tiberty of Greece, to j<mi with them in its defence. 

36. Alexander finding it impossible for him to get the bett» of 
their obstinacy by offisrs of peace, saw with grief that be should be 
forced to employ hi^ power, and decide the afiair by force of nrms. 
A great battle was thereupon foi^[fat, in which the Thebans exerted 
themselves with a bravery and ai^our much beyond their strength. 
Air the enemy exceeded them vastly in nmnbers. But aftar a long 
and vii^MTOus resistance, such as survived of the Macedonian gar- 
rison in the citadel dwuag down from it, and chargtag|he 'Hie^ 
bans in the rear; being surrounded on all sides, the greatest part 
of them were cut to pieces, and the city taken and jMundered. 

37' It would be impossible for words to express ^e dieadful 
calamities which the Thebans suflSsred on thb occasion. Some 
Thracians having pulled down the house of a virtuous lady of 
quality, Timodea by name, carried off cdl her goods and trea- 
sures ; and thdr captain having seised the lady, and satiaced his 
brutd lost with her, afterwards inquired whether she had not 
concealed gold and slver. 

38. Timoclea, animated by an ardent desire of revei^, re- 
plying, that she Imd hid some, took him wijth herseif only into her 
garden, and showing him a wdl, told him, that the instant she saw 
the en^biy enter the cRy, skie herself had thrown into it the most 
precious thingsin her possessicm. The officar oveijoyed at what 
he heard, drew near the well, and stocking down to see its depth, 
Timoclea, who was behind, pushing him with all her strengA, 
threw him in, and afterwards killed him with great stones, which 
she heaped upon him. She was instantly seised by the Thracians, 
and being bound in chains, was carried before Alexander. 

39. The prince percmed immediately by her mien, that she 
was a woman cf quidity, and great spirit ; for she followed those 
brutal wretches, with a very haughty air, and without discovering 
the least fear. Alexander askmg her who she was, Tknoctea, re- 
plied, << I am sister to Thes^genes, who fought agaonst FldUp for 
the liberty of Greece, and was hiHed, at the battle of Ghseronea, 
where he commanded.'' Hie prince admiring %er generous an- 
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swer^ ana stiU more the aoticmt she had done, gave orders that shd 
should have leave to retire wherevershe pleased yt\A her childreiu 

40. Alexander then debated in eouacil how to act with regard 
to Thebes. The PhociaQs, and the people of Plataea^ Thespjae, 
and Oeh<N(nena8^ who were all in alUance with Alexander, aad 
had stored la hit victory, represented to hhn the cruel treatment 
they had met with from the Thebans, who had also destroyed their 
several cities, and reproached them with the zeal which they had 
always discovered in favour €f the Persians against the Greeks, 
who held them in the utmost detestation : the proof of which 
was the oath they had all taken to destroy Thebes, after they 
should have vanquished the Per»ans. 

41. Clewies, one of the prisoners, beii^ permitted to speak, 
endeavoured to excuse in soihe measure the fault of the Thebans^ 
a fault which in his opinion, should be imputed to a rash and 
credidous imprudence, rather than to depravity of will and 
declared perfidy. He remonstrated, that his countrymen, upon 
a' false report of Alexander's death, had indeed too. rashly broke 
into rebellion, not against the king, but against his successors. 

42. That what crimes soever they might have committed,ihey 
Iiad been punished for them with the utmost severity, by the 
drea.dful calamity which had befallen their city ; that there now re- 
mained in it none but women, children, and old men, from whom 
they had nothing to fear ; and who were so much the greater ob- 
jects of compassion, as they had been no ways OQH^erned in the 
revolt. He concluded with, reminding Alexander, that Thebes, 
which had given birth to so many gods and heroes, several of 
whom were that king's ancestors, had also been the seat of his fa* 
ther Philip's rising glory, and like a second native country to him. 

43. These motives which Cleades urged, were vary stroug and 
powerful ; nevertheless, the anger of the conqueror prevailed ^ 
aQd the city was destroyed. However, he s^ at liberty the priests • 
aU such as had right of hospitality* with tlie Macedonians ; tlie 
descendants of Pindar, the famdUs poet, who had done so much 
honour to Greece ; and such as had^ opposed- the revolt. 

44. But all the rest, in number above thirty thousand, he 
sold 5 and upwards of six thousand had been killed in battle. 
The Athenians were so sensibly affected at the sad disaster wiiidt ' 
bad befallen Thebes, that being about to solemnise the festivaj 
of the great mysteries, they suspended them upon account of 
thdr extreme grief 5 and received, with the greatest humanity, 
all those who had fled from the battle, and the plunder of 
Thebes, and made Athens their asylum. 

45. Alexander's so sudden arrival in Greece, had very oueh 
abated the haughtiness of the A^nians^ and eictii^Aed 
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Demosthenes' veliemence and* fire: but the ruin of Thebes,' 
which was still more sudden, threw them into the utmost cou- 
•teroation. They therefore had recourse to intreaties, and sent 
a deputation to Alexander, to implore his clemency ; Demos- 
thenes was among them ; but he was no sooner arrived at Mount 
Cytheion, than dreading the anger of that prince, lie quittetl 
the embassy and returned home. 

46. Immediately Alexander sent to Athens, requiring the citi-.'' 
sens to deliver up to him ten orators, whom he supposed to have 
been the chief instruments in forming the league which Philip 
bis father had defeated at Chaeronea. It was on tliis occasion tliat 
Demosthenes related to the people the fable of tlie wolves ami 
dogs, in which it is supposed that the wolves one day told the 
sheep, that in case they desired to be at peace with th^m, they 
must deliver up to them the dogs who were their guard. 

47. The application was "easy and natural ; especially with 
lespect to the orators, who were justly compared to dogs, whose 
duty it was to watch, to bark, and to fight^ in order to save the 
lives of the flock. In this afflicting dilemma of the Athenians, 
who could not prevail with themselves to deliver up their orators 
to certain death, thoogfa they had no other way to save their city, 
Demades, whom Alexander had honoured with his friendship^ 
offer^ to undertake the embassy alone, and intercede for them. 

48. The king, whether he had satiated his revenge, or en- 
deavoured to blot out, if possible, by some act of clemency, the 
barbarous action he had before just committed ; or rather to 
remove the several obstacles which might retard the execution 
of his grand design, and by that means not leave, during his 
absence, the least pretence for murmurs, waved his demand with 
regard to the delivery of the orators, and was pacified by their 
sending Candemus into . banishment ; who being a native of 
Oraea, had been presented by the Athenians with his freedom, 
for the services he had done the republic. 

49. He was son-in-law to Chersobleptus, king of Thrafe ; had 
learned the art of war under Iphicrates ; and had hhn^f Tre* 
quently commanded the Athenian armies. To avoid the pursuit 
of Alexander, he took refuge with the king of Persia. As fov 
the Athenians, he not only forgave them the several injuries he 
pretended to have received, but expressed a particular regard 
jfor them, exhorting them to apply themselves vigorously to 
public affiurs; and to keep a watchful eye ovec. the several 
transactions which might happen ; because, in case of his death, 
their city was to give laws to the rest of Greece. 

50. Historians relate, tl)at many years after this expedition* 
he was seized with deep remorse for the calamity he had brought 
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upon the Thebass, and that this made him behave with much 
^ater humanity towards many other nations. So dreadful an 
example of severity towards sc powerful a city as Thebes, spread 
the terror of his arms through all Greece, and made all things 
give way before him. He siunmoned at Corinth, the assembly 
of the several states and free cities of Greece, to obtain from 
them the same supreme command against the Persians which had 
been granted his father a little before his death, 

51. No assembly ever debated upon a more important sub- 
ject. It was the western world deliberating upon the ruin of the 
east ; and the method for executing a revenge which had been 
suspended more than an age. The assembly held at this time, 
gave rise to events, the relation of which appear astonishing^ 
and almost incredible; and to revolutions which contributed to 
change the disposition of most things in the political world. 

52. To form such a design, required a prince bold, enterpris- 
ing, and experienced in war ; one of great views, who having ac- 
quired a great name by his exploits, was not to be intimidated by 
danger, nor checked by obstacles ; but, above all, a monarch, 
who had the supreme authority over all the states of Greece, none 
of which singly, was powerful enough to make so arduous an at- 
tempt ; and which required, in order for their acting in concert, to 
be subject to one chief, who might give motion to the several parts 
of that great body, by making them all concur to the same end. 

53. Such a prince was Alexander: it was not difficult for him 
to rekindle in the minds of the people their ailcient hatred of the 
Persians, their perpetual and irreconcilable enemies ; whose des- 
truction they had more than once sworn, and Vhom they had 
determined to extirpate, in case an opportunity should present 
itself for that purpose ; a hatred which the intestine feuds of the 
Greeks might indeed have suspended but could never extinguisli. 

54. The immortal retreat of the ten thousand Greeks, not- 
withstanding the vig<Mrous opposition of the prodigious army of the 
Persians, showed plainly what might be expected from an army 
composed of the flower of the forces of all the cities of Greece^ 
and those of Macedon, commanded by generab formed under Phi- 
lip ; and to say'all in a word, led on by Alexander. The delibe'* 
rations of the assembly were therefore very short ; and that prince 
was unanimously appointed generalissimo against the Persians. 
^ 55. Immediately a great number of officers and governors of 
cities, with many philosophers, waited upon Alexander to con- 

gntukte him upon his election. He flattered himself that 
iogenes of Synope, who was then at Corinth, would a)so come 
like the fest^and pay his compliments. This philosopher, who 
entertuned a very mean opinion ol grandeur^ thought it !m? 
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pioper to eoogratulate men just opou tlidr eKaltatiDO, but thai 
ffytftUmi ought to wait till those persons should {Mrforai nckites 
worthy of tbetr high stttioot. 

56. Diogenesy therefore, still cootinued at hoBBe, upon w^Bch 
Alexander, attended by all his eourtien, made hum a viat. Tlie 
philosopher was at that time lying down in the sun, but seeing 
fo great a crowd of people advancing towards him, he sat tq>, 
and fixed his eyes on Alexander. This prince, surpriaed to 
behold ao famous a philosopher reduced to such extreme poverty, 
ai^r saluting him in the kindest manaer, asked, ^ whether be 
wanted any thing ?" Diogenes replied, ^ Yes, that you would 
stand a little out of my sunshine.^' 

57. This answer raised the contempt and indignatiixi of all 
the courtiers ; but the monarch struck with the philosopher's 
greatness of soul — ^^ Were I not Alexander," says be, << I would 
be Diogenes." In a word, all or nothing, presents us with the 
true image of Alexander and Diogenes. How great and powerr 
ful soever that prince might think iumself, he could not deny 
himself, on this occasioo, inferior to a man to whom he could 
give and from whom he could take nothing. 

68. Alexander, before he set out for Asia, was determiaed to 
consult the oracle of Apollo. He therefore went to Delphos. 
where he bappeoed to arrive in those days which are «dled 
unlucky; a season in which people are forbid consulting the 
oracle ; and accordingly the priestess refused to go to the temple. 
' But Alexander, who could not bear any contradiction to his will. 
took her forcibly by the arm, and as he was leading ber to the 
temple, she cried out, ^^ My son, thou art irresstiiSe." Thiji 
was all he desired ; and catching hold of these words, which he 
considered as spoke by the oracle, he set out for Macedonia, in 
order to make preparations fear his great expedition. 

59* Alexander, being arrived in his kingdom, held a council 
with the chief officers of his army, and the nobles of his Gouvton die 
expedition he meditated against Persia, and the measures he should 
take in order to succeed in it. The whole assembly were u^iani-- 
mpus, except in one artide. Antipater and Panuenio were 01 
opinion, that the king before he engaged in an euterprise which 
would necessarily be a long one, ought to make choice of a co»^ 
sort in cH*der to secure himself a successor to his throne. 

CO* But Alexander, who was of a vident, fiery temper^ did iiot 
approve of this adWce, and believed, that after he had bean nomU 
nated generalissimo mf the Greeks, and that his ikther kad kk 
hm ao invincible army, St would be a shame ibr bun to Um hi« 
t«»e bl soleninisuig his niq>tials, and waiting for ihie ^iis ofk ^ 
ibr which reason 1^ determined to ai^t out immediaieiy. 
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£l. Accordingly he offered up very ^lendid sacrifices to flie 
^ gods, aad caus^ to be celebrated at Dm, a city <fC Maoeiloa, 
^ soenical games that had been instituted by one of his ancestors, 
in honour of Jupiter and the Muses. This festival ccmtimied 
^' nine days, agreeably to the number of those goddesses. He had 
I 3k tent raised large enough to hold an bundled taUes, on which 
^' consequently nine hundred covers might be laid. To this feast, 
^ the several princes of his fanvly, all the ambassadors, general^ 
I and officers were invited. 

9 62. Before he set out upon his great expedition, he settled (he 

' I affairs of Macedon, over which he appointed Antipater as viceroy, 

£ ^th twelve thousand foot, and near the same number of horse. 

He also inquired into the domestic affairs of his friends, giving to 

a one an estate in land, to another a village, to r third the revenues of 

» a town, to a fourth the toll of a harbour. As all the revenues of his 

t' demesnes were already employed and exhausted by his donations, 

J Perdiccas said to him, " My lord, what is It you reserve for your- 

i self?" Alexander replied, " Hope ;'' upoif which Perdiccas said, 

^^ the same hope ought therefore to satisfy us ;" and so refused 

very generously to accept of what the king had appointed him. 

63. After having completely settled his affairs in Macedcmia, 
and used all the precautions imaginable to prevent ^y tronbies 
from arising in it during his absence, he set out for Asia in the 
beginning of the spring. His army consisted of little more thaii 
thirty thousand foot, and four or five thousand horse ; but then 
they were all brave men, well disciplined, and inured to fatigues. 
They had made several campaigns under Philip, and were each 
of them, in case of necessity, capable of commanding; -most of 
the officers were^near thieescore years of age, and the common 
men fifty ; and when they were either assembled or drawn up at 
the head of a camp, they had the air of a venerable senate. 

64. Parmenio commanded the infantry ; Philotus, his son,.had 
eighteen hundred horse under him ; and Callas, the son of Har* 
palus, the same number of Thessalian cavalry. The rest of the 
horse were composed of natives of the several states of Greece, 
and amounting to six hundred, had their particular commander. 
The Thracians and Paeonians, who were always in fr<uit^ were 
headed by Cassander. Alexander began his march along the 
lake Cercinum, towards Amphipolis, crossed the river Strymon, 
near its mouth, afterwards the HebruSy and arrived at Sestos 
after twenty days march. 

65. He then commanded Parmenio to cross over from Sestos 
to Abydos, with all the horse, and part of the foot, wliich* he 
accordingly did, with the assistance of a hundred and threeiscore 
galleys^ and several flat-bottomed vessels^ wWle he himsejf 
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ciotsed over the Hellespont, steering liis galley with his own 
haadi : and when he arrived near the shore, as if to take pos- 
session of the continent, he leaped from his ship in complete 
armoiuvand testified many transports of joy. 

66. This confidence soon began to diffuse itself ^ver all the | 
rest of .the army ; it inspired his soldiers with so much caaragd 
and security, that they fancied themselves marching not to a 
precarious war, but a' certain victory. Being arrived at the city 
of Lampsacus, which he was determined to destroy, in order to 
punish the reWlion of its inhabi^antS| Anaximenes, a native of 
that place, came to him. This man, who was a fantbus historian, 
had been very intimate with Philip his father ; and Alexander 
himself had a great esteem for him, having been Ub pupil. 

67. The king suspecting the business he came upon, to be 
before hand with him, swore in express terms, that he would 
never grant his request. " The favour I have to desire of you," 
says Anaximenes, ^^ is, that you would destroy Lampsacus.'' 
By this witty evasion, the historian saved his country. From 
thence Alexander went to Troy, where he paid great honours 
to the shade of Achilles, and caused games to be celebrated 
round his tomb. He admired and envied the felicity of tht 
Grecian hero, in having found during life a faithful friend in 
Patroclus, and after death a noble panegyrist in Homer. 

68. When the news of Alexander's ' landing in Asia was 
brought to Darius, he testified the utmost contempt for the Mace- 
donian army, and indignation at the presumption of their gene- 
rals. In a letter which he wrote, he reprehended his andacious 
insolence, and gave orders to his various govenpiors, in the difTereot 
parts of lus dominions, that if they took Alexandei^ alive, to whip 
him with rods, make prboners of the whole army, and send them 
as slaves to one of the most deserted parts of his dominions. 

69* Thus confiding in the glittering but barbarous mukitude 
. which he commanded, he disposed of the enemy as already 
vanquished : but confidence goes but a short part of the road to 
success. The great numbers which he had gathered, only 
brought unwieldy splendour into the field, and instead of pre 
^(uring him security, increased his embarrassments. 

70. Alexander being at length arrived tn the banks of the 
Granicus, a river of Phiygia, there first found the Persians dis- 
posed to dispute his passage. The Persian Satraps taking pos- 
session of the higher banks at the head of an army of one hundred 
thousand foot, and upwards of ten thousand horse, seemed to 
promise themtelyes victory. Memnon, who was a Rhodian, and 
commanded under Darius all the coast of Asia, had advised the 
generals not to venture a battle, but lay waste the plains and eveu 
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the cities, therdby to starve Alexander's army, and oblige htm 
to return back into Europe. M emnon was the best of ail Darius' 
generals, and had been the principal agent in his victories. 

71 . It is not easy to determine what we ought to admire most 
in him; whether his great, wisdom in council, his courage and 
capacity in the field, or his zeal and attachment to his sovereign. 
The counsel he gave on this occasion was excellent, when we 
consider that his enemy was fiery and imp^uous, had neither 
town, magazine, or place of retreat ; that he was entering a 
country to which he was absolutely a stranger, and inhabited by 
enemies ; that delays alone wpuld weaken and ruin him ; and 
that his only hopes lay in giving batde immediately. 

72. But Arsites, a Phrygian Satrap, opposed the opinion of 
Memnon, and protested he would never suffer the Grecians to 
make such havoc in the territories he governed. This ill council 
prevailed over that of the Rhodian, whom the Persians to thei^ 
great prejudice suspected of a design to protract the war, and 
by that means of making himself necessary to Darius. 

73. Alexander, in the mean time, marched on atthe bead of his 
heavy armed infantry, drawn up in two lines, with the cavalry in 
the wings, and the baggage followed in the rear. Being arrived 
upon the bank^ of the Granicus, Parmenio advised him to encamp 
there in battle array, in order that his forces might have time to rest 
themselves, and not to pass the river till very early next morning, 
because the enemy would then be less able to prevent him. 

74. He added, that it would be too dangerous to attempt 
crossing a river in sight of an enemy, especially as that before 
them was deep, and its banks very craggy, so that the Persian 
cavalry, who waited their coming in battle array, on the other 
side, might easily defeat them before they were drawn up ; that 
besides the loss which would be sustained on this occasion, this 

. entelrprise, in case it should ptove unsuccessful, would be of 
dangerous consequence to their future afiairs^tthe fame and 
glory of arms depending on the first actions. 

75. However, these reasons were not able to make the least 
impression on Alexander, who declared that it would be a shame, 
should he, after crossing the Hellespont, suffer his progress to be 
retarded by a rivulet ; for so he called the Granicus out of contempt ; 
that they ought to take advantage of the terror which the sMd- 
denness of his arrival and the boldness of the attempt had spread 
among l{^e Persians ; and answer the high opinion the world 
conceived of his courage, and the valour of the Macedonians. 

76. The enemy^s horse, which was very numerous, lined the 
whole shore, and formed a large front, in order to oppose 
Alexander wherever he should endeavour to pass ; and the foot, 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



260 THE HISTC»Y 

iiUdi oontirted chiefly c^ Graeitt in ]>ariiit' aem 
bfhiiift upon an easy ascent. The two annies ccmtinued a ^aug 
tune m sight of each other^on the basics of tlie river, as if dreadii^ 
the event Tlie Penians waited till the Macedonians should enter 
the river, in order to charge them to ad vantage upon their landing, 
and the latter seomed to be making choice of a pla^e proper for 
croflsing, and to survey the countenance of their enemies. 

77* Upon this, Alexander ordered his horse to be broi^ht, 
commanded the noblemen of the court to follow him, and behave 
gaUantly He himself commanded the right wing, and Parmenio 
the left. Tl^ king first caused a strong detachment to mardi into 
die river, himsdf following it with the rest of the forces. He made 
Pannenio advance afterwards with the left wing: he himself led 
on the right wing into the river, followed by the rest of the troops i 
the trumpets sounding, and the whole army raising cries of joy. 

78. The Persians seeing this detachment advance forward, 
be^ to let fly their arrows, and march to a place where' the 
declivity was not so great, in order to keep the Macedonians 
from landing. But now the hwse engaged with great fury, one 
rart endeavouring to land, and the other striving to )»revent tbem/ 
The Macedonians, whose cavalry was vastly inferiw in number, 
besides the advantage of the ground, were wounded with the darts 
that were shot from the eminence ; not to mention thatthe flower 
of the Pei»an horse were drawn together in this place, and that 
Memnon, in concert with his sons, commanded there. 

79* The Macedonians at first gave ground, after having lost the 
first ranks, which made a vigorous defence ; Alexander, who had 
followed them close, and reinforced them with his beit troops, 
headed them himself, animated them by his presence, pushed the 
Persians and routed them ; upon which the whole army followed 
after, crossed the river, and attacked the enemy on all sides, 
Alexander first charged the thickest pact of the enemy's horse, 
in which the generak foij^ht. 

80. He himself was particularly conspicuous by his shield, 
and the plume (^feathers that overshadowed his hdmet, on the 
two sides of which there rose two wings, as it were of a great 
length, and so vastly white, that they dazzled the eyes of the 
beholder. The charge was very furious about his person, and 
though only the horse engaged, they fought like foot, man to man. 
without giving way on either side ; every one striving to repulse 
bis adversary, and gain ground of him. Spithrobates, lieutenant- ' 
governor of Ionia, and son-in-law to Darius, distinguished him- 
self above the rest of the generals by his superior bravery. 

81. Being surrounded by forty Persian lords, all of them his 
relations, of experienced valour, and who never moved from Iiis 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF GREECE. 26l 

%ide, he carried terror wherever he went. Alexander observing; 
in how gallant a manner he signalised himself, clapped spurs to 
his horse, and advanced towards him. Iramedlatdy they engs^ed^ 
and each ^ving thrown a javelin, wonnded the other slightly. 
Spithrobates falls furiously sword in hand upon Alexander, who 
being prepared for him, thrusts his pike into his ftsice, and laid 
him dead at his feet. 

82. At that very moment, Rasaces, Inrotfaer to that nobleman, 
charging him on the side, gave him so furious a blow on the head 
with his battle-axe, that he beat off his plume, but went no deep- 
er than the hair. As he was going to repeat his Mow on the 
head, which now appeared through his fractured helmet, Clitus 
cut off Rasaces' hand with one stroke of his scimitar, and by that 
means saved his sovereign's life. The danger to which Alex- 
ander had been exposed, greatly animated the courage of his sol 
diers, who now performed wond^^. 

• 83. The Persians in the centre of the horse, upon whom the 
light armed troops, who had been posted in the intervals of the 
horse, poured a perpetual dbcharge of darts, being unable to 
sustain any longa* the attack of the Macedonians, who struck 
them all in the face, the two wings were immediately broke and 
put to flight. Alexander did not pursue them long, but turned 
about immediately to charge the foot. 

84. These at first stood their ground, but when they saw them- 
selves attacked at the same time by the cavalry, and the Mace- 
donian phalanx which had crossed the river, and that the bat- 
talions were now engaged, those of the Persians did not make 
either a long or a vigorous resistance, and were soon put to flight ; 
the Grecian infantry in Darius' service excepted. This body of 
foot retiring to a hill, demanded a promise from Alexander to let 
them march away unmolested ; but following the dictates of his 

- wrath, rather than those of reason, he rushed into the midst of 
this body of foot, and presently lost his horse, (not Bucephalus) 
who was killed with the thrust of a sword. 

85. The battle was so hot around him, that most of the Ma- 
cedonians, who lost their lives on this occasion, fell here ; for 
they- fought against a body of men who were well disciplined, had 
been inured to war, and fought in despsdr. They were all cut 
to pieces, two thousand excepted, who were taken prisonenr. ' 
A great number of the Persian commanders lay dead on the 
spot. Arsites fled into Phrygia, where it is said he laid violent 
hands on himself, for having been the cause that the battle was 
fought. 

86. Twenty thousand foot, and two thousand five hundred 
horse were lulled in this engagement, on the side of the barbaric 
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Bag : and of the Macedonians t wenty<4ve of the royal horse were 
killed at tlie first attack. Alexander ordered Lysippus to make 
their statues in brass, all of which were set up in a city of Mace- 
don, called Dia, from whence they were many years after carried 
to Rome, b^ Metellus. About threescore of the^other horse 
were killed, and near thurty foot, who, the next day, were^llaid 
with their arms and equipage in one grave ; ai|d the king grant- 
ed an exemption to their fiUhers and children, from every kind 
of tribute and service. 

87* He also took the utmost care of the wounded, visited 
them, and saw their wounds dressed. He inquired very par- 
ticularly into theur adventures, and permitted every one of them 
to relate his actions in the battle, and boast his bravery. He also 
granted the rights of sepulchre to the principal Persians, and did 
not even refuse it to such Greeks as died in the Persian service; 
but all those whom he took prisoners, he laid in chains, and sent 
to work as slaves in Macedonia, for Imving fought under the bar- 
barian standard against their country, contrary to the expres 
prc^ibition made by Greece upon that head. 

88. Alexander made it his duty and pleasure to share the 
honour of the victory with the Greeks 5 and sent particularly to 
the Athenians, three hundred shields, being part of the plunder 
taken from the enemy, and caused the glorious inscription follow- 
ing to be inscribed on the rest of the spoils : ^^ Mexander, son of 
PMUpy with the Cireeksy (the Lacedfemomans excited) gained 
these spoils from the barbarians who inhabit AsiaJ' The great- 
est part of the gold and silver plate, the purple carpets, and other 
furniture of the Persian luxury, he sent to nis mother. 

89' This victory not only impressed the Persians with conster- 
nation, |>ut served to excite the ardour of the invading army. The 
Persians perceiving that they were not able to overcome the 
Greeks, though possessed of manifest advantages, supposed that 
they never could be able to face them upon equsd terms ; and thus, 
from the first mischance, they gave up all hopes of succeeding by 
valour. Indeed^ in all invasions, where the nations invaded have 
been once bejBften, with great advantages of place on their side, 
such as defensive rivers, straits, and mountains, they soon be^ii 
to persuade themselves that upon equal terms such an enemy 
most be irresistible. 

96. It b the opinion of Machiavel, that he who resolves to d^ 
iend a passage, should do it with his ablest forces ^ for few regions 
of any circuit are so well defended by nature, that armies of such 
force as may be thought sufficient to conquer them,'Cannoi break 
through the natural difficulties of the entrance j one passage or 
other is commonly left unguarded ; and some place weakly de<* 
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fended, will be the cause of a fatal triumph to the invaders. How 
often have the Alps given way to armies breakin§|into Itdly ? 
and though thiey produced dreadful difficulties and dangers among 
those that scaled them, yet they were never found to give secu- 
rity to those that lay behind. 

91 . It was therefore wisely done of Alexander to pass the river, 
in the face of the enemy, inthout marching higher to seek an 
easier passage, or labouring to convey his men over it by some 
safer method. Having beaten the enemy upon their own terms, 
he no less destroyed their reputation than their strength, leaving 
the wretched subjects of such .a state, no hopes of succour from 
such unable protectors. 

92. Soon after the battle of Granicus, he recovered Sardis 
from the enemy, which was in a manner the bulwark of the bar- 
bariaa.empire on that side n^xt the sea ; he took the inhabitants 
under his protection, received their nobles with the utmost con- 
descension, and permitted them to be governed by their own laws 
and maxims, observing to his friends around him|^^ That such as 
lay the foundations of a new dominion, should always endeavour 
to have the fame of being merciful.'* 

93. Four days after, he arrived at Ephesus, carrying with him 
those who had been baiushed from thence for being his adherents, 
and restored its popular form of government. He assigned to the 
temple of Diana, the tributes which were paid to the kinp of Per- 
sia. Before he left Ephesus^ the deputies of the cities of Thrallis 
and Magnesia waited upon him with the keys of those places. 

94. He afterwards marched to Miletus ; which city, flattered 
with the hopes of a sudden and powerful support, shut their gates 
against him ;. and indeed the Persian fleet, which was very con- 
sidfsrable, made a show as if it would succour that city ; but after 
having made several fruitless attempts to engage that oi the ene» 
my, it was forced to sail away. Memnon had shut himself up in 
this fortress, with a great number of his soldiers whp had escaped 
from the battle, and was determined to make a good defence. 

95. Alexander, who would not lose a moment's time, attacked 
it, and planted scaling ladders on all sides. The scalade was car- 
ried on with great vigour, and opposed with no less intrepidity, 
though Alexander sent f|'esh troops to relieve each other without 
the least intermission ; and this lasted several' days. At last 
finding his soldiers were every where repulsed, and that the city 
was provided with every thing for a long seige, he planted all his 
machines against it, made a great number of breaches, and when- 
ever these were attacked, a new scalade was attempted. The 
beseiged, after sustaining all these eflbrts with prodigious bravery^ 
capitulated to prevent being taken by storm ; Alexander treated 
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the MBlesiaof with the ntmoet humanity, but sold all the fore^>pen 
wb(> were found in it. 

96. After pofsessii^ himself of Milefug, hc^ marched into 
Canay io oedec to lay seige to Halicamassus. This city was of 
prodigious difficult access from its happy situation, and ^d beoii 
slfDiigly fortified. Besides Memnon, the ablest as wefi as the 
most valiant of all Darius^ commanders, had got into it with a 
body of choice soldiers, with a design to signalise his courage and 
fidelity for his soTe;«ign. He accordingly made a very noble 
defence, in which he was seconded by Ephiedtes, another general 
of great merit. Whatever could be expected from: the most in. 
trepid bravery, and the most^ consummate knowledge in the 
SQienCe of war, was conspicuous on both sides on this occasion. 

97. Memnon finding it impossible for hmi to hold out any 
loi^r, was forced to abandon the city. As the sea was open to 
him, after having pot a strong garrison into the citadel, which 
was well stored with provisions, he took with him the surviving 
inha^tants, with all their riches, and conveyed them into the 
island of Cos, which, was not far from Halicamassus. Alexander 
did not think proper to besiege the citadel, it being of little 
importance after the city was destroyed, which he demolished to 
the very ifoundations. He left it after having encompassed it with 
strong walls, and left some good troops in the country. 

98. Soon after this he restored Adei, queen of Caria, to her 
kingdom, of which she had been dispossessed some time before ; 
and as a testimony 6f the deep sense she had of the favours re- 
ceived from Alexander, she sent him every day meats dressed in 
the most exquisite manner, and the most excellent cooks of every 
kind. Alexander answered the queen on this occasion, ^^ That 
all- this train was of no service to him ; for that he was possessed 
of much better cooks, whom Leonidas, his governor had given 
him, one of whom prepared him a good dinner, and an excellent 
supper, and those were Temperance and Exercise." 

99. Several kings of Asia minor submitted voluntarily to Alex- 
ander; MitfaHdates, king of Pontus, was one of those who after- 
wards adhered ^o this prince, and followed him in his expeditions. 
He was son to Ariobarzanes, governor of Phrygia, andking of Pon-; 
tus, of whom mention has been made elsewhere. He is computed 
to be the sixteenth king from Artabanus, who is considered as the 
founder of that kingdom, of which he was put. in possession by 
!Darius, son of Hystaspes, his father. The famous Mithridates who 
$0 long employed the Roman armies, was one of his succ^ors. 

100. The year ensuing, Alexander began the campaign very 
early. He had ctebated whether it would be proper for falm to 
ikiarch directiy against Darius, or first subdue the rest of th^ 
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maritime provinces. The latter opinion appeered the safest, since 
he thereby would not be molested by such nations as he should 
leave behind him. Thir progress was a little interrupted at first. 
Near Phasalis, a city situate'd between Lysia and Pamphylia, is 
a defile along the sea shore, which is always dry at low water, so 
that travellers may pass it at that time ; but when the sea rises, 
it is all under water. As it was now winter, Alexander, whom 
nothing could daunt, was desirous of passing it before the waters 
fell. His forces were therefore obliged to march a whole day 
in the water which came up to their waist. • 

101 . Alexander, after having settled affairs in Cicilia and Pam- 
phylia, marched his army to Celaenae, a city of Phrygia, watered 
by the river Marsyas, which the fictions of poets have made so 
famous. Resummoned the garrison of the citadel, whilher the! 
inhabitants were retired, to surrender ; but these believing it mi- 
pregnable, answered haughtily, that they would first die. How- 
ever, finding the attack carried on wjth great vigour, they desired 
a truce of sixty days, at the expiration of wiiich they promised to 
open their gates in case they were not succoured. And accordingly, 
no aid arriving, they surrendered themselves upon the day fixed. 

102. From thence he marched into Phrygia, the ancient do- 
minion of the celebrated king Midas ; having taken the capital 
city, he was desirous of seeing the famous chariot to which the 
Gordian knot wks tied. This knot which fastened the yoke to the 
beam, was tied mth so much intricacy, that it was impossible to 
discover where the ends begun, or how they were concealed. Ac- 
cording to an ancient tradition of the country, an oracle had foretold 
that the man who could untie it, should possess the empire of Asia. 

103. Alexander being firmly persuaded thai the oracle was 
meant for him, after many fruitless trials, instead of attempting 
to untie it in the usual manner, drew his. sword and cut it in 
pieces, crying out, " That that was the only way to untie it. 
The priest hailed the omen, and declared that Alexander had 
fulfilled the oracle. ^ , t. /• v 

104. Darius, who now began to be more alarmed than before, 
used all tlie art in his power to raise an army, and encoura^ 
his forces ; he sent Memnon into Greece, to invade Macedon, 
in order to make a diversion of the Grecian forces; but that 
general dying upon tbtfc* expedition, Darius' hopes vanished otm, 
that quarter, and instead of invading the enemy, he was obliged 
to consult for the protection of his empire at home. 

105. In the mean time, Alexander having |eft Gordium^ 
marched into Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, which he subdued. 
It was there he heard of Memnon's death, the news whereof 
Confirmed him in the resolution heliad taken, of marching m^ 
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mediately into the provinces of Upper Asia« Accordingly Jje 
advanced, by hasty marches, into Cilicia, and arrived in xhf' 
country called Cyrus' Camp. From thence, there is no more 
than fifty stadia (two leagues and a half each) to the pass oi 
Cilicia, which is a very narrow strait, through which travellers 
are obliged to go from Cappadocia, to Tarsus. 

106. The officer who guarded it in Darius' name, had left bin 
few soldiers in it ; and those fled the instant they heard of the ene- 
my's arrival. Upon this Alexander entered the pass, and after 
viewing very attentively the situation of the place, admired hL< 
own g^xl fortune, and confessed he might have been very easilj 
stopped and defeated there, merely by the throwing of stones ; for 
not to mention that this pass was so narrow, that four men com- 
pletely armed, coilld scarcely walk abreast in it, the top of the 
mountain hung over the road, which was not only strait, but broke 
in several places by the fall of torrents from the mountains. 

107. Alexander marched his whole army to the city of Tarsus, 
where it arrived the instant the Persians were setting fire to that 
place, to prevent his plundering the great riches of so flourishing 
a city. But Parmenio, whom ihe king had sent thither with a 
detachment of horse, arrived very seasonably to stop the progress 
of the fire, and marched into the city which he saved, the bar- 
barians having fled the moment they heard of bis arrival. 

108. Through this city the Cydnus runs ; a river not so re- 
markable for the breadth of its chdnnel, as for the beauty of its 
waters, which are vastly limpid, but at the same time excessively 
cold, because of the tufted trees with which its banks are over- 
shadowed. It was now about the end of summer, which is exces- 
sively hot in Cilicia 5 and in the hottest part of the day, when the 
king, who was quite covered with sweat and dirt, arriving on its 
banks, had a mind to bathe, invited by the beauty and clearness 
of the stream. However, the instant he phinged into it, he was 
seized with so violent a shivering, that all the by-standers fancied 
he was dying. Upon this, he was carried to his tent, after faintiag 
away. Tlie physicians, who were sensible that they should be 
answerable for the event, did not dare to hazard violent and ex- 
traordinary remedies. 

109. However, Philip, one of his physicians, who had always 
' attended upon him from his youth, and loved him with the utmost 

tenderness, not only as his sovereign but his child, raising him- 
self (merely out of afllection to Alexander) above all prudential 
considerations, ofiered to give him a dose, which, though not 
very violent, would nevertheless be speedy in its effects^ and 
desired three days to prepare it : at this proposal every one 
trembled, but he only whom it most concerned: Alexander 
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being afflicted on no other arcount^ thaa because it would keep 
him three days from appearing at the head of his army. 

1 10. Whilst these things were doing, Alexander received a let- 
ter from Parmenio, who was left behind in Cappadocia, in whom 
Alexander put greater confidence than in any other of his cour- 
tiers I the purport of which was, to bid him beware of Philip his 
physician ; for that Darius had bribed him, by the promise of a 
thousand talents, and his sister in marriage. This letter gave 
him great uneasiness ; for he was now at full leisure to weigh all 
the reasons he might have to hope or fear. But the confidence in 
a physician whose sincere attachment and fidelity he had proved 
from his infancy, soon prevailed, and removed all suspicions. 

1 1 1 . He folded up the letter, and put it under his bolster, without 
acquainting his attendants with the contents; in the inean time, his 
physician entered, with the medicine in his hand, and offered the 
cup to Alexander. The hero^ upon this, took the cup from him, 
and holding out the letter, desired the physician to read, while he 
drank off the draught with an intrepid countenance, without the 
least hesitation, or discovering the least suspicion or uneasiness. 

112. The physician as he perused the letter, showed greater 
signs of indignation than of fear; he bid him, with a resolute tone/ 
harbour no uneasiness, and that the recovery of his health would 
in a short time wipe ofTall suspicion. In the mean time, the physic 
wrought so violently, that the symptoms seemed to strengthen 
Parmenio's accusation ; but at last, the medicine having gained 
the ascendant, he began to assume his accustomed vigour ; and 
in about three days, he was able to show himself to his longing 
soldiers, by whom he was equally beloved and respected. 

113. In the mean timst, Darius was on his march : filled with 
a vain security in a superiority of his numbers ; and confident not 
in the valour, but in the splendour of his forces. The plains of As- 
syria, in which he was encamped, gave him an opportunity of ex- 
tendmg his horse as he pleased, and of taking the advantage which 
the great difference between the number of soldiers in each army ' 
gave him; But, instead of this, he resolved to march to narrow 
passes, where his cavalry, and the multitude of his troops, so far 
from doing him any service, would only incumber each other 5 
and accordingly advanced towards the enemy, for whom he 
should have waited ; and thus ran visibly on his destruction. 

114. His courtiers >and attendants, however, whose custom it 
was to flatter and applaud all his actions, congratulated him up.- 
on ah m)proaching victory, as if it had been certain and inevita- 
ble. There wds at that time, in the army of Darius, one Cart- 
demus an Athenian, a man of great ^perience in war, who per- 
sonally hated Alexander/ for having caused him to be banished 
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from Athens. DariuB, taming to this Atheaian, asked wheAier 
he believed him powerful enough to defeat his army. Carideimis, 
who had been brought up in the bosom of liberty, and forgettiiig 
that he was in a country of slavery, where to oppose the indina- 
tions of the prince, is of the most dangerous consequence, replied 
as follows : 

115. '< Permit me, sir, to speak truth now, when only my sin- 
cerity may be of service ; your present splendour, your prodigi- 
ous numbers which have drained the east, may be terrible ind^ 
to your effeminate neighbours, but can be no way dreadful to a 
Macedonian army. Discipline, close combat, courage, is all their 
care ; every single man among them is almost himself a general. 
These men are not to be repulsed by the stones of slingers, or 
stakes bunit at the end ; none but troops armed like themselves 
can stop their career ; let therefore the gold and silver which 
glitters in your camp be exchanged for soldiers and steel, for 
weapons and for hearts that are able to defend you.'' 

116. Darius, though naturally of a mild disposition, had all 
his passions roused. at the freedom of this man's advice; he or- 
dered him at once to be executed ; Caridemus all the time crying 
out, that his avenger was at hand : Darius too soon repented his 
i-ashness, aod experienced, when it was too late, the tntfh of all 
that had been told him. The emperor now advanced with his 
troops towards the river Euphrates ; over his lent was exhibited 
to the view of his whole army, the image of the sun in jewds ; 
while wealth and magnificence shone in every quarter of the army. 

117. First they carried silver altars, on which lay fire, called 
by them Sacred and £<ema/.- and these were followed by the 
Magi, singing hymns, after the manner of their country : they 
were accompanied by three hundred and sixty-five youths (equal- 
ling the number of days in a year) clothed in purple robes. Af- 
terwards came a chariot consecrated to Jupiter, drawn by white 
horses, and followed by a coursar of a prodigious size, to whom 
they gave the name of the Sun^s Horse ; and the equeries were 
dressed in white, each having a golden rod in his hand. 

118. Ten chariots, adorned with sculptures in gold and silver, 
followed after. Then marched a body of horse, composed of 
twelve nations, whose manners and customs were various, and 
all armed in a difierent manner. Next advanced those whom 
the Persians called The ImmariaU; amounting to ten thousand, 
who surpassed the rest of the barbarians in the sumptnoosness of 
their apparel. They all wore golden collars, were dethied in 
robes of gold tissue, with vestments having sleeves to them quite 
covered ^th precious stones. 

119' Thirty, paces from them followed those called theking^ 
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relaiions, to the number of fifteen thousattd^ in habits very nnidr 
resembling tbose of women ; and more remarkable for d^e vain 
pomp of &eir dress, than the glitter of their arms. Those called 
T%e Doryphori came after ; £ey carried the king's cloak, and 
walked before his cheufiot, in which he seemed to sit, as on a high 
throne. This chariot was enriched on both sides with images 
of tlie gods, in gold and silver ; and from the middle of the yoke, 
which was covered with jewels, rose two stafues, a cubit in height, 
the one representing War, the other Peace, having a golden^agle 
between them with wings extended, as ready to take its flight. 

120. But nothing could equal the magnificence of the king : 
he was cloilied in a vest of purple, striped with silver, and over 
it along robe, glittering all over with gold and precious stones, th;u 
represented two falcons, rushing fiom the clouds, and pecking 
at one another. Around his waist he wore a golden girdle, af- 
ter the manner of women, whence his ' scimitar hung, the scab- 

, bard of which flamed all over with gems ; on his head he wore 
a tiara, or mitre, round which was a fillet of blue mixed with white. 

121. On each side of him walked two hundred of his nearest 
- relations, followed by two thousand pikemen, whose pikes were 

adorned with silver, and tipped with gold ; and lastly thirty thou- 
sand infantry, who composed the rear-guard. These were fol- 
lowed by the king's horses, four hundred in number, all which 
were led< About one hundred, or a hundred and twenty paces 
from thence, came Sysigambis, Darius' mother, seated on a 
chariot, and his consort on another ; whh the several female at- 
tendants of both queens, riding on horseback. 

122. Afterwards came fifteen large chariots, in which were 
the king's children, and those who bad the care of their educa* 
tion, with a band of eunuchs, who are to this day in great esteem 
among those nations. Then marched the concubines, to the 
number of three hundred and sixty, in the equipage of queens, 
followed by six hundred mules, and three hundred camels, which 
earned the king's treasure, and were guarded by a great body of 
archers. After these came the wives of the crown officers, and 
of the greatest lords of the court ; then the suttlers, and servants 
of the army, seated also in chariots* 

123. In the rear were a body of light armed troops, with their ^ 
commanders, who closed the whole march. Such was the splen- 
dour of this pageant monarch : he took to the field incumbered 
with am unnecessary train of concubines, attended with troops 
of various nations, speaking diflerent languages, for their numbers . 
impossible to be'marshall^, and so rich and eflemtnate in gold 
and in garments, as seemed rather to invite than defer an invader. 

124. Alexander, after marching from Tarsus^ arrived at fiac* 
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triftsa; from thence still eoniett in coming up inth hu eoemx^ 
he came to Solae, where he offered sacrifice to iEseulapiiis; from 
thence he went forward to Pyramus, to Malles, and at last to 
Castabala ; it was here that he first received advice, that Ds^ius, 
with his whole army, was encamped at Sochus in Assyria^ two 
day'sjoumey from Cilicia* He therefore resolved, without delay, to 
meet him there, as the badness of the weather obliged him to halt. 

125. In the mean time Darius led on his immense army into 
the plains of Assyria, which they covered to a great extent ; there 
he was advised by the Grecian commanders who were in his ser- ' 
vice, and who composed the strength of his army, to halt, as he 
would there have suf&cient room to expand his forces,and surround 
the invader. Darius rejected their advice, and instead of waiting 
Alexander's approach, vainly puffed up with pride by his sur- 
rounding courtiers, he resolved to pursue the invader, who wish- 
ed for nothing more ardently «than to come to an engagenaent. 

126. Accordingly, Darius having sent his treasures to Damas- 
cus, a city of Assyria, he marched with the main body of his ar- 
my towards Cilicia, then turned short towards Issns ; and quite 
ignorant of the situation of the enemy, supposed he was pursu- 
ing Alexandei^ wlien he had actually left him in the rear. There 
is a strange mixture of pride, cruelty, splendour, and magnanimi* 
ty, in all the actions of this Persian prince. At Issus he barba- 
rously put to death all the Greeks who were sick in that city, a 
few soldiers only excepted, whom he dismissed, aftar having 
made them view every part of his camp, in order to report his 
numbers and strength to the invader ; these soldiers accordingly 
brought Alexander word of the approach of Darius, and he now 
began to think seriously of preparing for battle. 

127* Alexander fearing, from the numbers of the enemy, that ' 
they' would attack him in his camp, fortified it with a ditch and 
a rampart; but at the same time discovered ^reat joy to see the 
enemy hastening to its own destruction, and preparing to attack 
him in a place which wa^ but wide enough (or a small army to 
act and move at liberty in. Thus the two armies were in some 
measure reduced to an equality : the Macedonians had space 
sufficient to employ their whole force, while the Persians had not 
room for the twentieth part of theirs. 

128.. Nevertheless, Alexander, as it frequently happens to the 
greatest captains, felt some emotion when he saw that he was go- 
ing to hazard all at one blow. The more fortune had favoured 
him hitherto, the more he now dreaded her frowns : the momlent 
approaching which was to determine his fate. But, on the other 
»ide, his courage revived from the refiection, that the rewards of 
hia foils exceeded the dangers of them ; and though he was uncer- 
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tain with regard to the victory, he at least hoped to die glorious- 
ly, and like Alexander. However, he did not divulge these 
thcHii^ts to any one: well knowing, that, upon the approach of 
a battle, a general ought not to discover the least marks of sad- 
ness or perplexity ; and that the troops should read nothing but 
resolution and intrepidity in the countenance of their commander. 

129. Having made his soldiers refresh themselves, and order- 
ed them to be ready for the tliird watch of the night, which be- 
gan at twelve, he went to the top of a mountain, and there b} 
torch-light, sacrificed, after the manner of his country, to the gods 
of the place. As soon as the signal was given, his army, which 
was ready to march and fight, being commanded to make great 
speed, arrived by day-break at the several pQsts assigned them, 

130. But now the spies brining word that Danus was not 
above thirty furlongs from them, the king caiised his army to hah, . 
and then (hew it up in batde array. The peasants, in the great- 
est terror, came also, and acquainted Darius with the arrival of 
the enemy ; which he woi^ld not at first believe, imagining, as 
we have observed, that Alexander fled before him, aild was 
endeavouring to escape. This news threw his troops into the 
utmost coitfusion .; who, in their surprise, ran to their arms with 
'great precipitation and disorder. 

131. The spot where the battle was fought, lay near the city 
of'lssus, which the mountains bounded on one side, and the sea 
on the other. The plain that was situated between them both 
must have been considerably broad, as the two armies encamped 
in it, and I have before observed, that Darius' army was vastly 
numerous. The river Pinarius ran through the middle of this 
plain from the mountain to the sea, and divided it very near into 
two equal parts. The mountain formed a hollow kind of gulf, the 
.extremity of which, in a curved line, bounded part of the plain. 

132. Alexander drew up his army in the following order. He 
posted at the extremity of the right wing, which stood near the 
mountains, the Argyraspides, commanded by Nicanor ; then the 
phalanx of Coenus, and afterwards that of Perdiccas, which ter- 
minated in the centre of the main army. On the extremity of 
the left wing, he posted the phalanx of Amyntas, then that of 
Ptolemy, and lastly that of Melea^er. Thus tlie famous Mace- 
donian phalanx was formed, which we find was composed of six 
distinct bodies. Each of those was headed by able generals ; 
but Alexander being always geralissimo, had consequently the 
command of the whole army. 

133. The horse were placed on the two wings ; the Macedo- 
nians with the Thessalians on the right, and tl»e Peloponnesians 
with the other allies on the left. Cratenis commanded all the^ 
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footywhich composed the left wtDgyand Parmenio the whole vrktg.- 
Al^ander had reserved to himself the command of the itgjbt. 
He had desired Parmenio to keep as near the sea as possible, to 
prevent the barbarians from surrounding him ; and Nicanor, on 
the contraiy, was ordered to keep at some distance from the 
mountains, to keep himself out of the reach of the arrows dis- 
€haf)ged by those who were posted on them. He covered the 
horse tfn his right wing with the light horse of Protomachus and 
the Pceonians, and his foot with the bowmen of Antiochus. He 
reserved tlie Agrians, commanded by Attalus, who were greatly 
esteemed, and some forces that were newly arrived from Greece, 
to oppose those Darius liad posted on the mountains. 

134. As for Darius' army, it waS drawn up in the following 
order : having heard tliat Alexander was maixliing towards him 
in battle array, he commanded thirty thousand horse, and twen- 
ty thousand bowmen to cross the river Pinarius^ that he might 
have an opportunity to draw up his army in a commodious man* 
ner on the hither side. In the centre he posted the thirty thou- 
sand Greeks in his service, who doubtless were the ^ower and 
chief strength of his army, and were not at all Inferior in bravery 
to the Macedonian phalanx, with thirty thousand barbarians on 
their right, and as many on their left. 

135. The field of battle not being able to contain a greater 
number, these were aU heaWly armed. The rest of the infantry, 
distinguished by their several nations, were ranged behinct the 
first line. It is a pity Arrian doeii not tell us' the depth of each 
of those two lines ; but it must have been prodigious, if we con- 
sider the extreme narrowness of the pass, and the amazing nrohi* 
tude of the Persian forces. On the mountain which lay to thar left, 
against Alexander's right wing, Darius posted twenty thousand 
men, who were so ranged (in the several windings of the mountain) 
that some were behind Alexander's army, and others before it. 

136. Darius, after having set his army in battle array, made 
his horse cross the river again, and despatched the greatest part 
of them towards the sea against Parmenio, because they could 
fight on that spot to the greatest ad vantage^ The rest of his cavaK 
ry he sent to the left towards (he mountain. However, finding 
that these would be of no service on that side, because of the too 
great narrowness of tlie spot, he caused a great part of them to 
wheel about to the right. As for himself, he took hb post in the 
centre of his army, pursuant to the custom of thePerstan monarchs. 

137. The two armies being thus ^awn up in order of battle, 
Alexander marched very slowly, that his soldiers might take a 
little breath : so that it was supposed they would not engage till 
very late. For Darius still continued with his army on the other 
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iside of the river^ in order not to lose tbe advantageous situation 
of his post ; and even caused such parts of the shore as were 
not craggy to be secured with palisades; where the Macedonians 
concluded that he was already afraid of being defeated. The 
two armies being come in sight, Alexander riding along the ranks, 
called by their several names, the principal ofircers, both of the 
Macedonians and foreigners; and exhorted the soldiers to signal- 
ise themselves^ speaking to each nation according to its peculiar 
genius and disposition. The whole army set up a sliout^and 
eagerly desired to be led on directly against the enemy. 

138. Alexander had advanced at first very slowly to prevent 
the ranks on the front of his phalanx from breaking, and halted 
by intervals. But when he was got within bow shot,Jie com- 
manded all his right wing to plunge impetuously into the river« 
purposely that he might surprise the barbarians, come sooner to 
a close engagement, and be less exposed to the enemy's arrows ; 
in all which he was very successful. Both sides fought with the 
utmost bravery and resolution ; and being now forced to fight close, 
they chained both sides sword in hand, when a dreadful slaugh- 
ter ensued, for they engaged man to man, each aiming the 
point of his sword at the face of his opponent. 

139i Alexander, who performed the duty both of a private 
soldier and of a commander, wished nothing so ardently as the 
glory of killing with his own hands Darius, who being seated on a 
high chariot, was conspicuous to the whole army ; and by that 
means wrts a powerful object both to encourage his own soldiers 
to defend, and the enemy to attack him. And now the battle 
grew more furious and bloody than before, so that a great num- 
ber of Persian noblemen were killed. Each side fought witli 
incredible bravery. Oxatres, brother to Darius, observing that 
Alexander was going to charge that monarch with the utmost 
vigour, rushed before his chariot with the horse under his com- 
mand, and distinguished himself above the rest. 

140. The horses that drew Darius' chariot lost all command, 
and shook the yoke so violently that they were upon the point of 
overturning. the king, who seeing himself going to fall alive into 
the hands of his enemies, leaped down and mounted another cha- 
riot. The rest observing this fled as fast as possible, and throw- 
ing down their arms, made the best of their way. Alexander had 
received a slight wound in his tlngh, but happ'/ly it was not aU 
fended witlkill consequences. Whilst part of tiie Macedonian 
infantry, posted on the right, were driving the advantages they 
had gained against |be Persians,, the remainder of them who en 
gaged Uie Greekf , met with greater resistance. 

141. Th^ese observing that the body of infantry in qaestiou 
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were no longer covered by the right wing of Alexander's arroy, 
which was pursmog the enen^y, came and attacked it in flank. 
The engagement was veiy bloody,and victory along time doubtful. 
The Greeks endeavoured to push the Macedonians into the river, 
and to recover the disorder into which the left wing bad been 
thrown. The Macedonians also signalised themselves with the 
utqpost bravery, in order to preserve the advantage which Alex- 
ander had. just before gained, and support the honour of their 
phalanx, which had always been considered as invincible. 

142. There was also a perpetual jealousy between the Greeks 
and Macedonians, which greatly Increased their courage, and 
made the resistance on each side very vigorous. On Alexander's 
side, Ptoleniy, the son of Seleucos, lost his life with a hundred 
and twenty more considerable officers, who all had behaved with 
the utaiost gallantry. In the mean time the right wing, which 
was victorious under its monarch, after defeadng all who.opposed 
it, wheeled to the left against those Greeks who were fighting 
with the rest of the Macedonian phalanx, whoih they charged 
very vigorously; and attacking them in flank entirely routed them. 

145. 'At the veiy begmning of the engagement the Persian 
cavalry which was in the right wiof (without wahing for their 
^ being attacked by the Macedonians) had crossed the river and 
rushed upon the Thessafian horse, several of whose squadrons 
they broken Upon this the remainder of the latter, in order to 
avoid the impetuosity of the first charge, and oUige the Persians 
to break their ranks, Moade a feint of retiring, as terrified by the 
procKgious numbers of the enemy. 

144. The Persitms seeing this^ were filled with boldness and 
confidence ; and ther&pon the greatest part of them advancing, 
without order or precaution, as to a certain victory, had no 
thoughts but of pursuing the enemy. Upon this the Thessalians, 
seeing them in such omfusion, iaced about on a sudden and re- 
newed the fight with fresh ardour. The Persians made a brave 
defence, till thi^ saw Darius put to flight, and the Greeks cut to 
pieces by the phalanx, when they fled in the utmost disorder. 

145. With regard to Darius, the instant he saw his left wing 
broke, he was one of the first who fled in his chariot ; but get* 

j^ ting afterwards into craggy, ruf^d places, he mounted on horse" 
back, throwing down his bow, shileld, and royal mantle. Alex- 
ander, however^ did not atten^t to pursue htm, till he saw his 
phalanx had conquered the Greeks, and the PeRsimi horse put 
to flight ^ which was of great advantage to the pimce that fled. 

146. Sysigambis, Darius' mother, and that monarches queen, 
who was also his sister, were found remaining in the camp, with 
two of the king's daughters, his son (yet a ctuld) and some Per- 
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sian ladles; for the rest had been carried to Damascus, with 
part of Darius' treasures, add all suth things as contributed only 
to tlie luxury and magnltiCenGe of his court. No more than 
three thousand talents vrere found in his camp ; but tlie rest of 
the treasure fell afterwards into the hands of Parmenio, at the 
taking of the city of Damascus. 

147". As for the barbarians, having exerted themselves with 
bravery enough in the first attack, they afterwards gave way in 
the most shameful manner ; and being intetit upon nothing but 
saving themselves, they took different ways. Some struck into 
the high road which led directly to Persia ; others ran imo woods 
and lonely mountains; and a small number returned to their 
camp which the victorious enemy had already taken and plun- 
dered. In this battle threescore thousand of the Persian infan- 
try, and ten thousand horsemen were slain, forty thousand were 
taken prisoners ; while of Alexander's army, there fell but two 
hundred and fourscore men in all. 

1 48. The evening after the engagement, Alexander invited his 
chief officers to a feast, at which he himself presided notwithstan{t> 
ing be had been wounded that day in battle. The festivity, how- 
ever, had scarce begun, when they were interrupted by sad lamen- 
tations from a neighbouring tent, which at first they considered as 
a fresh alarm, but they were soon taught that it came from the 
teut, in which the wife and mother of Darius, were kept, who 
>vere expressing their sorrow fbr the supposed death of Darius. 
An eunuch, who had seen his cloak in the hands of a soldier, 
imagining he was killed, brought them these dn*adful tidings. 

149. Alexander, however, sent one of his officers to undeceive 
them, and to inform them that the emperor was still alive. The 
women, little used to the appearance of strangers, upon the arri- 
val of the Macedonian soldier, imagining he was sent to put tbein 
to death, threw themselves at hi»feet, and intreated him to spare 
them a little while. They were ready, they said, tc die; and only 
desired to bury Darius, before they sliould suffer. The soldier as- 
sured them, that the monarch whom they deplored, was still living, 
and he gave Sysigambis his hand to mhe her from the ground. 

r50. The next day Alexander, after visiting the wounded^ 
caused the last honours to be paid to the dead in presenceof the 
whole army, drawn up in the most splendid order of battle. He 
treated the Persians of distinction in the same manner, and per- 
flitted Darius' mother to buiy whatever person she pleased, ac- 
cording to the customs and ceremcmies practised in her country. 
After this he sent a message to the queens to inform them, thai he 
was going to fay them a vis^ ; and accordingly, commanding aA 
bis train to >«rithdrav, ha entered the tent accompanied o&ly Iky 
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H«plueili#ii, who made so cautious aad discreet » use of ^ 11-. 
berty gnnted him, that he seemed to take it not so much out of 
ioduBatioii, as from a desiie to obejr the kioff who would hav« it ^. 

151. They were of the same a^, but fiephaestion was taller, 
ao that the queens took him first for the king, and paid him their 
respects as such. But some captive eunuchs showing them Akx- 
waoKf Sysigambis kM prostrate before him> and intreated par- 
don for her mistake, but the king raising her from the groiMid, 
assured her this his friend also was another Alexander ; and 
after comforting her and her attendants, took the son of Parius 
that was yet birt a child in his arms. 

152* The infont, without discovering the least terror, stretcli- 
* ed out his arms to the conqueror, who bein^ affected with |ts 
confidence, said to Hephiestion, ^^ O that Darius had some share. 
some pordon of this inlant's generosity." , This intervie^r has 
done more honour to Alexander's character, than all the rest of 
his conquests ; the gentleness of his manners |o the suppliant 
•captives, his chastity and continence, when he had the power to 
enforce obedience, were setting an example to heroes which it 
has been the pride of mai^ since to imitate. 

153. After this overthrow,all Phoenicia, the capital city of Tyre, 
only excepted, was yielded to the conqueror, and Parmenio wps 
made governor. Good fortune fojiowed him so fast, that it reward- 
ed him beyond his expectations. Antiqgenes his general In Asia, 
overthrew the Cappadocians, Paphlagonians, and others lately re- 
volted. Aristodemus the Persian admiral, was overcome at ^ea, 
and a great part of his fleet taken. The city of Damascus also, in ' 
which the treasures of Darius were deposited^ was mven up to 
Alexander. The governor of this place, forgetting the duty he 
owed his sovereign, informed Alexander by letter, upon a certain 
day, that he would lead out his soldiers laden with spoil from the 
city, as if willing to secure aretreat ; and these with all their wealth 
might be taken with a proper body of troops to intercept them. 

154. Alexander punctually followed the governor's instruc- 
tio|n, arid thus became possessed of an immense plunder. Besides 
money and plate, which was afterwards coined, and amounted to 
immense sums, thirty thousand men and seven. thous^oid beasts 
ladea with baggage were taken. We find by Parmenio's letter to 
Alexander, that he found in Damascus^ three hundred and twen^v 
nine of Darius' coticubiaes ^1 admirably well skiUed in music, 
and abo a multitude (^.officers, whose business it was to regulate 
andprepareevery thing relating to that monarch's entertainments. 

155. In the mean time, Darius having Iraydkd on horseback 
ihe.whde night, struck with terror and constcpnalfon* arrived in 
the morning at Socbus, whese he ass^nbled the remain^ of his 
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aiiii3^ ; stiH hovltFer, Im pride' woiildiiot £pwike htm witb his for- 
tune ; he wrote a letter tet Al^saodePy in which he rather treated 
him as an raferior ; he i^ommanded^ rather them requested, that 
Alejcaauier would take a ransom for his mother, wife and children. 
With regard to the empire he wouh) %ht with. him for it upon 
eqasi tem^^ and bring an^^iaj number of troops into the field. 

156. To this Alexafider replied, That he disdained all corres- 
pondeitce with a man whom he had aheady overcome ; that in case 
he apipeared before him in a supplicating posture, he would give 
up his wife and mother without ransqm ; that he knew how to con- 
quer and oblige the conquered* This coming to no issue, the lung 
marched from thence into Phoenicia, the city of Byblos opening 
Its gates to him. Every one submitted as he advanced, but no 
pet^e did this with greater pleasure than the Sidonians. We 
have seen in vAkBt manner Ochus had destroyed their city eigh- 
teen years before, and put all the inhabitants of it to the sword, 

1 5T' After he was returned into Persia, such of the citizens, as 
upon account of their trafik, or for some other cause, iiad beeui 
afoflent, and by that means had escaped the massacre, returned 
tluther and rebuilt their city. But they had retained so violent a 
hatred to the Persians, that they were overjoyed at this opportu- 
nity o£ throwing off their yoke ; and indeed thej- were the first in 
that country who submitted to the king by tlieir deputies, iti op- 
position to Strato their king, who had declared in favour of Da- 
riua. Alexander dethron^ him, and permitted Hephsestion to 
elect in his stead whomsoever of the Sidonians he slioqld judge 
worthy of so exalted a station. 

158. This^vourite was quartered at the house of two brothers 
who were young, and of the most considerable family id the city } 
to these he offered the crown. But they reibsed it, telling him 
that according to the laws of their country, no person could as- 
cend the throne, unless he wexe of the blood royal. Heph^stion 
admiring this greatness of soul, which could contemn what others 
strove to obtain by fire and sword } ^^ Continue,'' says he to them, 
^^ in this way of dbiiydng, you who before were sensible that it. Is 
nuidi more glorious to refuse a diadem, than to accept it. How- 
ever^ name me some person of the royal family, who may remem- 
ber when he is king, that it was you set die crown on his head.'^ 

159. The tM-others observing, that several, through excessive 
ambition, aspired to this high station, and to obtain it, paid a ser- 
vile eotirt to Alexander's favourites, declared, that they did not 
know any person laore. worthy of the diadem than one Abdo^ 
loaymiis, descended, dioi^h at a. great distance, from the royal 
Une; hut wha^ atthesaiaetime, waa^ poor, that he was obliged 
to get his bread by ciay tebour ui a garden without the city, Hia 
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honesty and integrity had redaced him, as weit a» many mote^ 
to tttcii extreme poverty. Solely intent ufKHi his iabonr, he did 
not hear the dashing of the arms whidi iiad shaken aH Asia. 

160. Immediately the two brothers went in s^urch^ Abdoloo- 
ymos, with the royal garments, and fetmd him weechng in hk 
garden. When they saluted him king, Abdolonymus looked up- 
on the whole as a dreftm j and unable to guess the nteaning of it, 
asked them if they were not ashamed to ridicule him in. that man- 
ner ? Bnt as he made a greater resistance than sdted thesr ineli- 
nations, they themselves washed him/and threw over his shoulders 
a purple robe, richly embroidered with gold ^ then, aft» repealed 
oaths of their being in earnest, they conducted him to the palace. 

161 . The news of this was hnmedtately spread over the whole 
city. Most of the inhabitants were overjoyed at k, but some 
murmured, especially the rich, who despising Abdolonynups' for- 
mer abject state, coidd not forbear showing their resentmem ^>- 
on that account in the king's court. Alexander commanded the 
new-elected prince to be sent for, and al^er surveying him attai- 
tively a long time, he spoke thus : " Thy ah* and mein do not 
contradict what is related of thy extraction ; but I should be glad 
to know with what frame of mind thou didst bear thy poverty ?'' 

162. " Would to the gods Implied he) that I may bear this 
crown with equal patience. These hands have procured me all 
I desired : and whibt I possessed nothing, I wanted nodiing." 
This answer gave Alexander a high idea of Ahdolonymos' virtue ; 
so that he presented him, not only with the rich' Airnimre which 
had belong to Strato,and part of the Persian plunder, but like- 
wise annexed one of the neighbouring provinces to his dominions. 

163. Syria and Phoenicia werealready subdued by the Mace- 
donians, the city of Tyre excepted. This city was justly entitled 
the Queen of the Sea, that element bringing to it the tribute of all 
nations. She boasted her having first invented navigation, and 
taught mankind the art of braving the winds and waves by the 
assistance of a frail bark. The happy situation of Tyre, the cou" 
veniency and extent of its ports, the character of ks inhnbitams. 
%vho were industrious^ kborioos, patient,' and extremely coorre- 
pus to strangers ; invited thither merchants from all patts of the 
globe ; so tl^t it might be considered, not so much a city beking- 
ing to any particular nation, as the common city of all nations, 
and the centre of their c6mmerce. 

164. Alexander thought k necessary, bmh for his pride and 
his imerest, to take this city. The spring was now coming on. 
Tyre was at that timeseated in an island clothe sea, about a qtmr< 
ter of a league from the continent. It was surroimded with a 
nXToag wall^ a hunched imd fifty leet high, nrhichttic waves of tbgg: 
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sea washed ; oad the Caithngeniaiisy (a colony from Tyre) a 
mighty people, and sovereigns of the oocan, whose ambassadors 
were at that time in the city, offmm to Hercules, acoordiBf to 
ancient custom, an annual sacriHee, had engaged theinsdTes to 
succour the Tyrians. * ^ -^ 

165. It was this made them so haughty; firmly determined not 
to surrender, they fix machkies on the rainparts and on the tow- 
ers, arm their young men, and build workhouses for ti^artificers, 
of whom there ware great numbers i^ the city, so that every part 
resounded whh the noise of warlike preparations. They like- 
wise cast iron grapples to throw on the enemy's works, and tear 
them away ; as also cramp irons, and such like instruments 
formed for the defence of cities. So many: difficulties opposing 

.such a hazardous design^and so many reasons should have made 
Alexander decline the siege. 

1 66. .It was impossible to come near this city in ordur to storm 
it, without making a bank, which would reach from the conti- 
nent to the island ; i^nd an attempt of this kind would be attend- 
ed with difficulties, that were seemingly insurmoimtable. The 
little arm of tlie sea, which separated the iskmd from the coBti- 
nenty was exposed to the west wind, which often raised such 
dreadful storms there, that the waves would in an instant, sweep 
away all works. 

167> Besides, as the city was surrounded on all sides by the 
sea, there was no fixing scaling ladders, nor throwing up^ batteries, 
but at a distance in the ships ; and the wall which projected into 
the sea towards the lower part, prevented people from landing ; 
not to mention that the military engines, which might have bc^ 
put on board the galleys, could not do much execution, the waves 
were so very tumultuous. Ttiese obstacles, however, by no means 
retarded the enterprising resolutions of Alexander, but wiUii^ to 
gain a place, rather by treaty than by the sword, he sent heralds 
into the city, proposing a peace between the Tyrians and bim. . 

i6S. The citizens, however, a tumultuous uRgovemable body, 
instead of listening to lus proposals, instead c^ endeavouring to^ 
avert his resentment, contrary to the law of nations, killed his 
heralds, and threw them from the top of the walls into the sea* 
This outrage inflamed Alexander's pas»0Qs to the hi^iest degree, 
he resolved upon the city's destruction, and sat down before it 
with persevering resentment. His first endeavour was to form 
a pier jutting from the continent, andreacluog to the city, which 
wsA built upon an island. From the foundations of an anbient 
city upon the shore, he dug stones and rubbish ; from mount Li'^ 
hanus, that hung over the city, he cut down cedars that sieved 
(Or pilet : and thus he began his work without interruptlMU ^ 
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169* But the farther thi^ went from shore, the gteater diffi^ 
colties they met with, hccaime the sea was deeper^ and the wcnrk- 
meo weve viich annoyed by the darts dischai^d from the t<^ 
of the miHt. The eaem j also, who w^^e masters at sea, coming 
in great boats, prevented the Macedonians from carrymg oa theit 
work with vigour. 

iro. At hot, however, the pile appeared above water, a level 
of coQsidefable breadth : then the besieged at last perceived their 
rashness ; *tbey saw with terror the vastness of the work which 
the sea had tiU then kept from their s^ht, and now b^aa to at- 
tack the workman with javelins, and wound them at a distance. 
It wfa therefore resolved that skins and sails should be spread to 
cover the workmen, and that two wooden towers should be raised 
at the head of the bank to prevent the approaches of the enemy. 
Yet these were burnt soon after by the besieged, together with 
all the wood^work composing the pile that could be touched by 
tlie fire. 

17U Alexander, though he saw most of his designs defeated, 
and his works demolished, was not at dl dejected upon thae ac- 
count. His soldiers endeavoured, with redoubled vigour, to re- 
pair the ruins of the bank ^ and msule and planted new machines, 
with such prodigious speed as quite astonished the enemy. Alex- 
ander himself was present on all Occasions, and superintended 
every part of the works. His presence and abilities advanced 
these still more than the multitude of hands employed in them. 

172. The whole was near finished, and brot^ht almost to the 
waU of the city, when there arose on a sudden an impetuous 
wind, which drove the waves with so much fury against the mole^ 
that the cement and other things that barred it, gave way, and 
the wator rushing through the stones, broke it in the middle. As 
soon as the great heap of stones which supported the earth was 
thrown down, the whole sunk at once as into an ab3^ss. 

1 73- A ny warrior but Alexander would that instant have quite 
laid aside bis nfiterprise ; and indeed he himsdf debated whether 
he should not raise the siege^ But a superior power, who had 
foretold and sworn the ruin of Tyre, and wliose orders this prince 
only executed, prompted him to continue tlie siege ; and, dispel- 
ling all his fear and aiixiety, inspired him with courage and con- 
fidence, and fired the breast of his whole army with the same 
seDtiments. For now the soldiers, as if but that "moment arrived 
liefore the city, forgetting all the toils they had undergone, began 
to raise a new mole, at which they worked incessantly. 

174. In the mean time, Alexander being convinced that while 
fhe enemy remained masters at sea, the city could not be taken^^ 
^h geeatdiligCTce proenred a fleet hqm various parts, anid em^ 
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barking hinisetf, with some soldiers from amdng his giuurdv he 
set sail towards the Tyrlan fleet, forming a line of battle. TJie 
Tyrians were at first determined to oppose him openly ; but per- 
ceiving the superiority of his forces, they kept all the galleys in 
their harbour, to prevent the enemy from entering there. Alex* 
ander, therefore, was contented to draw up his ships near the bank 
along the shore, where they rode in safety, and kept the enemy 
from annoying his workmen, who were employed upon the bank. 

X75. The besiegers, thus protected, went on with great vigour. 
The workmen threw into the sea whole trees, with all their 
branches on them ; and laid great stones over tliese, on which 
they put other trees, and the latter they covered with clay, which 
served instead of mortar. Afterwards, heaping more trees and 
stones on these, the whole thus joined together, formed one en- 
tire body. This bank was made wider than the former one ; in 
order that the towers that were built in the middle might be out 
of the reach of such arrows as should be shot from those ships, 
which might attempt to breakdown the edges of the hank. 

176. Thus, after many delays, the patience of the workmen 
surmounting every obstacle, it was at last finished in its utmost 
perfection. The Macedonians placed military engines of alt 
kinds on the bank, in order to shake the walls with battering- 
rams, and^url on the besieged arrows, stones, and burning tdrch- 
es. Thus, by degrees, approaching to the foot of the wall, the 
Tyrians were attacked in close combat, and invested on all sides^ 
both by sea and land. A general attack was now therefore 
thought necessary ; and the king mannii^ his galleys, which he 
had joined to each other, ordered them to approach the walls 
about midnight, and attack the city with resolution. 

177* The Tynans now gave themselves over for lost 5 wb^n 
on a sudden the sky was overspread with such thick clouds, as 
quite took away the fkint glimmering of light which before dart- 
ed through the gloom ; the sea rose by insensible degrees, and the 
billows being swelled by the fury of the winds, increased to a 
dreadful storm ^ the vessels dashed one against the other with so 
much violence, that the cables, which before fastened Hiem to* 
gether, were either loosened or broke to pieces ; the planks split> 
and making a horrible crash, carried off the soldiers with them^ 
for the tempest was so furious, that it was not possiUe to manage 
or steer the galleys thus fastened together. At last, however, 
they brought them near the shore, but the greatest part were in 
a shattered condition. 

178. This good fortune ofthe Tyrians was counterbalanced by ^ 
an unexpected calamity ; they had long expected succours from 
Carthage, a flourishing colony of their own, batthey now recei|^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ftn THE HISTORY 

advice from theoce thirt the Carthagentans werfe absolutely un* 
able to give them any assbtance ; being overawed tbeimselTes by a 
powerful army of Syracusans, who irere laying waste their coen- 
try. The Tynans, therefore, frustrated in their hopes^ still re- 
tfldned the resolution of defending themselves to the last extremi- 
tvi and accordingly sent off their women and children to Cai- 
wage, as being of no use in the defence of their city. 

179. And nowihe engines playing, the city was warmly at- 
tacked on all sides, and as vigorously defended. The besieged 
tau^t and animated by imminent danger, and the extreme oe> 
cesstty to which they were reduced, invented daily new arts to de- 
fend themselves and repulse the enemy. They warded off all the 
darts discharged from the balistas against them, by the assistance 
of turning wheels, which either broke them to pieces or carried 
' thetn another way. They deadened the violence of the stones 
'^hat wete hurled at them by setting up a kind of sails and cur- 
'tpSm made of a soft substance, which easily gave Way. 
' ' 180. To annoy the ships which advanced against their wall, 
diey feed grappling irons and scythes to joists or beams ; then 
straining their catapultas (an enormous kind of cross-bow) they 
laid those great pieces of timber upon them instead of arrows, 
and shot them off on a sudden at the enemy ; thtse^cmshed some 
to pieces by their great weight ; and the hooks or pensile scythes, 
wi\h which they were armed, tore others to pieces, and did con- 
siderable damage to their ships. 

181. They also had brazen shields which they drew red hot 
out of the fire ; and, filling these with4>uming sand, hurled them 
in an instant from the top of the wall upon the enemy. There 
was nothing the Macedonians so much dreaded as this la)st in- 
vention, for the moment this burning sand got to the desh through 
the crevices in the armour, it pierced to the very bone, and stuck 
so close that there was no pulling it off, so that the soldiers throwing 
down their arms, and tearing their clothes to pieces^ were in this 
manner exposed, naked and defenceless, to the shot of the enemy. 

183. It was now thought that Alexander, quite discouraged 
urith bis loss, was determined to relinquish the siege ; but lie re- 
solved to make a last effort, with a great number of ships, which 
he manned with the flower of his arpiy . Accordingly a second 
naval engagement was fought, in which the Tyrians, after fighting 
with intrepidity, were obliged to draw off their whole fleet towards 
the city. The king pursued theirrear very close, but was not able 
to enter the harbour, being repulsed by arrows ^ot from the wall ; 
however, he ei^er took or sunk a greet number of their ships. 

183. Both the attack and defence were now more vigorous . 
I ever. TJie courage of the combatants increased with the 
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danger ; and each side, animated by the most powerful motives, 
fought like lions. Wherever the battering-rams had beat down 
any part of the wall, and the bridges were thrown out, instantly 
the Argj^aspides mounted the breach with the utmost valour, 
being headed by Admetus, one of the bravest officers in the army>, 
who was killed by the thrust of a spear as he was encouraging- 
his- soldiers. The presence of the king, and especially the ex- 
ample he set, fired his troops with unusual bravery. 

184. He himself ascended one of the tower^ which wrfs of n 
prodigious height, and tliere was exposed to the greatest dangers 
Iiis courage had ever made him hazard ^ for being immediately 
known by his inHgnia^ and the richness of his armour, he served 
as a mark for all the arrows of the enemy. On this occasion he 
performed wonders ; killing with javelins several of those who 
defended the wall : then advancing nearer to them, he forced some 
with the sword, and others with the shield, either into the city or 
the sea ; the tower where he fought almost touching the wall. 

1 85. He soon ascended the wall, by the assistance of floating 
bridges : and followed by the principal officers, possessed himself 
of the two towers, and the space between them. The battering- 
ram3 had already hiade several breaches; the fleet had forced 
into the harbour ; and some of the Macedonians had possessed 
themselves of the towers which were abandoned. The Tyrians, 
seeing the enemy masters of their rampart, retired towards ati 
open place, called Agenor, and there stood their ground: but 
Alexander marching up with his regiment of body-guards, killed^ 
part of them, and obliged the rest to fly. 

1 86. At the same time Tyre being taken on that side which 
lay towards the harbour, the Macedonians ran up and down 
every part of the city, sparing no person who came in their way, 
being highly exasperated at the long resistance of the besieged, 
and the barbarities they had exercised towards some of their 
comrades, who had been taken in their retran to Sidon, and 
thrown from the battlements, after their throats had been cut, 
in the sight of the whole army. 

isr. The Tyrians, thus reduced to the last extremity, shut 
themselves up i^ their houses, to avoid the sword of the conqueror ; 
others rushed into, the midst of the enemy, to sell their lives as 
dearly a^ they could ;' and some threw stones from the tops of 
their houses, to crush the sailors below ; the old men waited at 
their doors, expecting every instant to be sacrificed, from the 
rage of the soldiers. . In tliis general carnage, the Sidonian sol* 
diers alone, that were in Alexander's army, seemed touched with 
pity for the fate of the wretched inhabitants ; they gav^protection 
tp many of the Tyrians, whom they coosidered as countrymen, 
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tad carried gresi numbers of them privately ea board tfaek 

shin. 

188. The numbers that were thus slaughtered by the enraged 
soldiers, were incredible : even after conquest, the victor's re- 
sentment did not subside ; he ordered no less tbffiin two thotuutnd 
men, that were taken in the storm, to be nailed to crosses along 
the shore. The number of prisoners amounted to thirty thou- 
sand, and wei« all sold as slaves, in different parts of the world. 
Thus fell Tyre, that had been for many ages themost flourishing 
city in the world, and had spread the arts of commerce into the 
remotest regions. 

. 189. Whilst Alexanderwascarryingonthesiegeof Tjrreyhere- 
cdved a second letter from Darius, in which that monarch seemed 
more sensible of Ids power than before ; he now ^ve him the title 
of king, and offered him ten thousand talents bssl ransom for his 
captive mother and wife ; he offered him his daughter Statiia in 
marriage, with all the country he had conquered, as far as the river 
Euphrates ; he hinted to him the inconstancy (^ fortune^ and 
described at large the powers he was still possessed oi to oppose. 

190. These terms were so considerable, that when the king 
debated upon them in council, Parmenio, one of Ins generak, 
could not help obserying, that if he were Alexander, be would 
^gree to such a propoml ^ to which Alexander nob\y replied, 
^ And so would I, were I Fsffmenio !'' He tha^cnre treated 
the jHToposals of Darius with haughty contempt, and refused to 
accept of treasures which he already considered as his own. 

191. From Tyre, Alexander marched to Jerusalem, fully re- 
solved to pimish that city, for having refused to supply his army 
with provisions during the last siege, but the resentment of the 
conqueror was averted by meeting a procession of the inhabitants 
of that city on his way, marchiug out to receive him, dressed in 
white, with a Jewish high priest before them, with a mitre on hh 

. head, on the front of which the name of God was written. 

192. The moment the king perceived die high priest, he ad- 
vanced towards him with an air of the most profound respect, 
bowed his body, adored the august name upon his front, and 
saluted him who wore it with rehgious veneration. Then the 
Jews, sunrounding Alexander, raised their voices to wish Uim 
every kind of {urosperity. All the spec^tors were sejaed with 
inexpressible surprise; they could scarce believe their eyes; and 
did not know how to account for a sight so contrary to their ex< 
pectation, and so vastly improbaUe. 

193. Parmenio, who could not yet recover from his astonish- 
ment, asked die king how it i»me to pass that he who was adored 
by eveiy one, adoi^ tb^ hi^rprieit of the Jews ? " I do not/- 
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repCed Alexander, ^5 adore the high priest, but the God whose 
minister he is } for whilst I was at Dia in Macedonia, my mind 
wholly fixed on the great design of the Persian war, as I was 
revolviiig the n^ethods how to conquer Asia, this very man, 
dressed in the same robes, appeared to me in a dream, exhorted 
me to banbh my fear, bade me cross the Hellespont boldly, and 
assured me that God would march at the head of my army, and 
give me the victory over that of the Persians.'^* 

194. This speech, delivered with an air of sincerity, no doubt 
had its effect in encouraging the army, and establishing an opinion 
^iiat Alexander's mission was from heaven. Alexander having 
embraced the high priest, was conducted by him to the temple, 
where after he had explained tb him many prophecies in different 
parts of the Old Testament, concerning his invasion, he taught 
him to offer up a sacrifice in the Jewish manner. 

1 95. Alexander was so much pleased with his reception upon 
this occasion, that, before he left Jerusalem, he assembled the 
Jews, and bade them ask any favour they should think proper. 
Their request was. To be allowed to live according to their 
ancient laws and maxims ; to be exempted from tribute every 
seventh year, as they were by their laws exempted from labour, 
^nd could consequently have no harvest : Hhey requested, that 
such of their brethren as-settled in Asia, should be indulged' id 
the same privileges. Thus, being gratified in all their desires 
great numbers of them offered to enlist themselves in his army 
Soon after the Samaritans demanded the same favours ; but b« < 
gave them an evasive answer, and promised to take the mattei 
into consideration, upon his return. 

196. From this city he went on to Gaza, where he found a more - 
obstinate resistance than he had expected ; but at length taking the 
town by storm, and having cut the garrison consisting of ten thou- 
sand men to pieces, with brutal ferocity, he ordered Boetis, the 
governor, to be brought before him ; and having in vain endea- 
voured to intimidate him, commanded, at last, that holes should be 
bored through his heels, and thus to be tied by cords to the back 
Df his chariot, and in this manner to be dragged round the walls of 
the city i This he did in imitation of Achilles, whom Homer des* 
cribes as having dragged Hector round the walls of Troy in the 
same manner : but it was reading the poet to very little advantage, 
to imitate his hero in the most unworthy part of his cloracter. 

197. As soon as Alexander had ended the siege of Gasa, he 
left a garrison there, and turned (he whde power of ins arms 
towards Egypt. In seven days march he arrived before Pelu- 
siam, whither a great number of Egyptians had assembled, with 
all unaginable diligence, to own him for their sovereign ; being 
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heartiljr displeued wilii the Pe«k& geverament^ as lU^ewise the ^ 
Penian governors ; as the one destroyed their liberty, the oiher 
ridiculed their religtod. 

198. Masaens, tlie Persia^ governor, who commanded in 
Memphis, finding it would be to no purpose for him to resist so 
triumphant an army, and that Darius his sovereign, was not in a 
condition to succour him, set open die gates of the city to the 
conqueror, and gave up eight hundred talents (about one hundred 
and forty thousand pounds) and all the king's furniture. Thus 
Alexander possessed himself of all Egypt without meeting with 
the least opposition. 

199. He now therefore formed a design of visiting the temple 
of Jupiter. This temple was situated at a distance of twelve 
days journey from Memphis, in the niidst of the sandy deseits cf 
Lybia. Alexander having read in Homer and other fabulous 
authors of andquity, that most of the heroes were represented as 
the sons of some deity, was willing himself to pass for a hero, 
and knew that he could bribe the priests t<S compliment him, as 
of c^stial origin. Setting out therefore along the river Mem- 
phis, and after having passed Canopus^ opposite the island C3f 
Pharos, he there laid the foundation of the city of Alexandria, 
which in a little time became one of the most ionrhhing towns 
for commerce in the world. 

200. From thence he had a journey of three hundred and 
forty miles to the temple of Jupiter; the way leading through 
inhospitable deserts, and plains of sandt The soldiers were 
patient enough for the two first days march, before they arrived 
amidst the dreadful solitudes ; but as soon as they fi)Und them- 
selves in vast plains, covered with sands of a prodigious depth, 
they were greatiy terrified. Surrounded as widi a sea, they 
gazed round as far as their sight could extend, to discover, if 
possible, some place that was inhabited ; but all in vain, for 
they could not perceive so much as a single tree, nor the least 
appearance of any land that had b^en cuidvated. 

201. To increase their calamity, the water that they had brcnight 
in goat-skins, upon camels, now failed, and there wasnotso much 
as a single drop in all that sandy desert. Tliey wae however 

^ greatly refreshed by die accidental falling of a shower, which serv- 
ed to encourage them in their progress, till they came to the tem- 
ple of the deity. Nothing can be more' fanciful than the descrip- 
tion the historians have given us of this gloomy retreat ; it is re- 
presented as a small spot of fertile ground, in the midst of vast 
^itudes of sand ; it is covered with the thickest trees, tluit 
exclude the rays of die sun ; and watered with several springs, 
whkh preserved it in perpetual verdure } near the grove where 
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the temple stood was the Fomstain of tie Sun, wbkh at day- 
break was luke-warm, at noon cold^tiien towaj^ds evening insen- 
sibly grew warmec^ and was boiling hot at midnight. 

202* The god worshipped in this place, had his statue made 
of emeralds, and other precious stones y and from the head to the 
navel resembled a ram. No sooner bad Alexander appeared 
before the altar, than the high-priest declared him to be the son 
of Jupiter; the conqueror quite ii^toxicated with adulation, 
asked, ^^ Whether he should have success in his expedition ;" 
tljie priest answered, " That he should be monarch of the world ;" 
the conqueror inquired, '^ If his father^s murderers were punish- 
ed ;" the priest replied, ^' That his father Jupiter was immortal, 
but that the murderers of Philip had been all extirpated.'^ 

203. Alexander having ended his sacrifice, and rewarded the 
priests who had been so liberal of their titles, from that time sup- 
posed himself, or would have it supposed that he was the son of 
Jupiter. Upon his return from the temple, and during his stay in 
Egypt, he settled the government of that country upon the most 
solid foundation ; he divided it into districts, over which he appoint- 
ed a lieutenant, who received orders from himself alone. And thus 
having settled affairs there, he set Qut in the beginning of spring, 
to march against Darius, who was preparing to oppose him. 
- 204. He made some stay at Tyre, to setde the various affairs 
of the* countries he had left behind ; and advanced towards new 
conquests. On his march, the wife of Darius died in child-bed, and 
was honoured with a funeral ceren^iony, due to her exalted char- 
acter. He continued his journey towards the Tygris, where he^t 
last expected to come up with the enemy, and strike one blow, 
which should decide the fate of nations. Darius had already 
made overtures of peace to him twice ; but finding at last that 
there were no hopes of their concluding one, unless he resigned 
the whole empire to him, prepared himself again for battle. 

205. For this purpose he assembled in Babylon an army half 
as numerous again as that at Issus, and marched it towards 
Ninevah. His forces covered all the plains of Mesopotamia. 
Advice being brought that the enemy was not far off, he caused 
Satropates, colonel of the cavalry, to advance at the head of a 
thousand chosen horse ; and likewise gave six thousand to Maz- 
aeus, governor of the province 5 all whom were to prevent Alex- 
ander from crossing the river, and to lay waste the country 
through which that monarch was to pass. But he arrived too late. 
200. The Tygris is the most i^pid river of all the East ; and 
it was with some difficulty that Alexander's soldiers were able to 
stem the current, carrying their arms over their heads. The king 
walked on foot among the infantry, and pointed out with his hand 
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the pasHfe tohit loldwn ; he oian&iided tlMm vsth a lOHd v«^ 
to save nothing hot their anus; and let their ha|gage that retard- 
ed them in the water, float away .with the stream. At length 
they were drawn up io battle array on the opposite shore ; and 
encamped two days near the river still prepared for actioa. 

207. An eclipse of the moon, which ha^>pened about that 
time, gave Alexander's scddiers great uneasiness ; but he brought 
forward some Egyptian soothnyers, who assured the army, 
^ That the moon portended calamities not to the Greeks^ but 
the Persians.'' By this artifice, the hopes and tlie courage of 
the soldiers being revived once more, the king led them on to 
meet the enemy, and began his march at midnight. On his 
right hand' lay the Tygris, and on his left the Gordylean moun- 
tains. At break of day news was brought, that Darius was but 
twenty miles from the {rface they then were. 

208. All things now therefore threatened an approaching bat- 
tle ; when Darius, who had already twice sued for peace, sent new 
conditions, still more advantageous than the former. But Alexan- 
der refused his offers ; proudly replying, ^ That the world ^i^ld 
not permit two suns nor two sovereigns." Thus all oegociatioB 
being at an end, both sides prepared for battle ; equally irritated, 
and equally ambitious. Darius pitched his camp near a village 
called Gaugamila, and the river Bumela, in a plain at a consider- 
able distance from Arbela. He had before levelled the spot, which 
he pitched upon for the field of battle, in order that his chariots 
and cavalry might have full room to move in ; as his fighting in 
the straits of Ctlieia had lost him the battle fought there. 

209. Alexander upon hearing, this news, continued four days 
in the place he then was, to rest his army, and surrounded lus 
camp with trenches and pallisades ; for he was determined to 
leave all his baggage and the useless soldiers in it, and march the 
remiunder against the enemy, with no other equipage than the 
arms they carried. Accordingly he set out about nine in the 
evening, in order to fight Darius at day-break ; who upon this 
advice had drawn up his army in order of battle. Alexander 
also marched in battle array ; for both armies were within two 
or thcee leagues of each other. 

210. When he was arrived at the mountains, whore he could 
discover the enemy's army, he halted ; and having assembled 
his general officers, as well Macedonians as loreigners, he debat- 
ed whether they should engage immediately, or pitch their camp 
in that place. The latter opinion being followed, because it was 

Judged proper for them to view the field of battle,and the manner 
n which the enemy was drawn up, the army encamped in the \ 
^same order in which it had marcheid; during which Alexander 
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at the heftd of his infantry liglttly wmM, ftnd bk royal regua^nts 
inarched round the plain in which the brittle was to be fought. 

211. Being returned, he assembled his general officers a se- 
^ cond thne^ and told th^m that there was no occasion for making 
r a speech^ because their courage and great actions were alone 

sufficient to excite them to glory ; and he desired theni only to 
represent to the soldiers, that ttiey were not to fight on this oc- 
casion for Phoenicia or Egypt, but for all Asia, which would be 
possessed by him who should conquer ; and that, after having 
: gone through so many provinces, and left behind tliem so great 
a number of rivers and mountains, they could secure their retreat 
no otherwise than by gaining a complete victory. After this 
speech he ordered them to take some repose. 

212. It is said, Parmenio advised him to attack the enemy in 
the night time, alleging that they might easily be defeated, 4f 

k fallen upon by surprise and in the dark ; but the king answered 
: so loud, that all present might hear him, that it did not become 
; Alexander to steal a victory, and therefore he was resolved to 
fight and conquer in broad day light. This wns a haughty, but 
at the same time a prudent answer ; for it was running great 
hazard, to fall upon so numerons aa army in the nighttime, and 
in an unknown country. Darius fearing he should be attacked 
at unawares, because he had not intrenched himself, obliged his 
soldiers to continue the whole night unc^er arms, which proved 
of the highest prejudice to him in the en^ement. 

213. In the mean tim^ Alexander went to bed, to repose him- 
self the remaining part of the night. As he revolved in his mind, 
not without some emotion, the consequence of the battle wluch 
was upon the point of being fought, he could not sleep imriiedi- 
ately. But his body being oppressed in a manner by the anxiety 
of bis mind, he slept soundly the whole night, contrary to his 
usual custom, so that when his generals were assembled at day 
break before his tent to receive his orders, they were greatly 
surprised to find he was not awake; upon which they themselves 
commanded the soldiers to take some refreshment. 

214. Parmenio having at last awaked him, and seeming sur- 
prised to find him in so calm and sweet a sleep, jilst as he was 
going to fight a battle, in which his whole fortune lay at stake, 
*' How could it be possible," said Alexander, '^ for me not to be 
calm, since the enemy is coming to deliver himself into my 
hands ?'' Upon this he immediately took up his arms, mocmied 
his horse, and rode up and down the ranks, exhorting the troops 
to behave gallantly, and if possible to surpass their ancient 
fame, and the glory they had hitherto acquired. 

215. There was a great difference between the two.annies ]W| 
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tttpcct to mmibers, but much mate with regard to coorage. 
That of Darius consisted at least of^six hundred thousand foot, 
and forty thousand horse ; and the other of no more than forty 
thousand foot, and seven or eiglit thousand hone ^ but the latter 
was all fire and strength ; whereas, on the side of the Persians, 
it was a prodigious assemblage of men, not of soldiers ; an empty 
phantom rather than a real army, fioth sides were disponed in 
tery near the same array. The forces were drawn up in two 
lines, the cavalry on the two wings and the infantry in the mid- 
dle ; the one and the other being under the particular conduct o. 
the chiefs of each of the different nations that composed them -, 
and commanded, in general, by the principal crown officers. 

216. The front of tl^ battle (under Darius) was covered with two 
hundred chariots, armed with scythes, and with fifteen elephants, 
that king taking his post in the centre of the first line.^ Besides the 
guards, which were the flower of his forpes, he also had fani^ed 
himself with the Grecian infantry, whom he had drawn up near his 
person, believing this body only capable of opposing the Macedo- 
dian phalanx. As his army spread over a much greater space of 
ground than that of the enemy, heJntended to surround and to 
charge them at one and the same time, both in front and flank,which 
from Alexander's disposition, he soon after found Impossible, 

2 1 7> Darius being afraid lest the Macedonians should draw him 
from the spot of groundhe had levelled, and carry him into another 
that was rough and uneven, commanded the cavalry in his left 
wing, which spread much farther than that of the enemy's right, 
to march directly forward, and wheel about upon the Macedoni- 
ans in flank, to prevent them from extending their troops farther. 
Upon which Alexander dispatched against them the body of 
horse in his service, commanded by Menidas; but as these were 
not able to make head against the enemy, because of their pro- 
digious numbers, he reinforced them with the Paeonians, whom 
Aretas commanded, and with the foreign cavalry. 

218. Besides the advantage of numbers, the Persians-had that 
also of coats of mail, which secured themselves and their horses 
much more, and by which Alexander's cavalry was prodigiously 
annoyed. However, the Macedonians marched to the charge 
with great bravery, and at last put the enemy to flight. Upon this 
the Persians opposed the chariots armed with scythes, against the 
Macedonian phalanx, in order to break it, but with little success. 

219. The noise which the soldiers, who were lightly armed, 
made by striking' their swords against their bucklers, and the 
arrows which flew t>n all sides, frightened the horses, and made a 
great nuniber of them turn back against their own troops. Others 

IV^ying hold of the horses' bridles, pulled the riders down, and cut 
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them to pieces. Part of the chariots drove between the baHalions, 
which opened to make way for them^ as they had been ordered 
to do, by which means they did little or no execution. 

220. Alexander seeing Darius set his whole army in motion, 
in ordef^o chaise him, employed a stratagem to encourage his 
soldiers. When the battle was at the hottest, and the Macedoni- 
ans were in the greatest danger, Aristander, the soothsayer, 
clothed in his whiterobes, holding a branch of laurel in his hand, 
advances among the combatants as he had been instructed by the 
king ; and crying, that he saw an eagle hovering over Alexander's 
head, (a sure omen of victory) he showed with his finger, the 
pretended bird to the soldiers ; who relying upon the sincerity of 
the soothsayer, fancied they also saw it : and thereuponj«newed 
the attack with greater cheerfulness and ardour than ever. 

221. Alexander now pressed to the- place in which Darius was 
stationed, and the presence of the two opposing king& inspired 
both sides with vigour. Darius was mounted on a chariot, and 
Alexander oa horseback ; both surrounded with their bravest 
officer^ and soldiers, whose only endeavours were to save the 
lives of their respective princes at the hazard of their own. The 
battle was obstinate and bloody. Alexander having wounded 
Darias' equery .with a javelin, the Persians a» well as Macedo- 
nians imagined that the king was killed ; upon which the former, 
breaking aloud into the most dismal sounds, the whole army was 
seized with the greatest consternation. 

222. The relations of Darius, who were at his left hand, fled 
away with the guards, and so abandoned the chariot ; but those 
who were at his right, took him into the centre of their body. 
Historians relate that this prince having drawn his scimitar, re- 
flected whether he ought not to lay vioknt hands upon himself, 
rather than fly in an ignominious manner. But perceiving from 
his chariot, that his soldiers still fought, he was ashamed to for- 
sake them ; and as divided between hope and despair, the Per- 
sians retired insensibly and thinned their ranks, when it could no 
longer be called a battle, but a slaughter. Then Darius turning 
about his chariot, Hed with the rest 5 and the conqueror was now 
wholly employed iu pursuing him. 

223. But in the mean time, finding that the left wing of his 
army which was commanded by Parmenio, was in. great danger, 
Alexander was obliged to desist from pursuing Darius, whom 
he had almost overteiken, and wheeled round to attack the Per- 
sian horse, that after plundering the camp, were rettfing In good 
order ; them he cut in pieces ; and the scale of battle turning in 
favour of the Macedonians, a total rout of the Persians ensued. .. 
The pursuit was warm, and the slaughter amazing: Alexander^ 
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rode AS far as AAela after Darias : every moment Ikoping m 
come up With the monarch ; he had just passed through vtV^u 
Alexander arrived, but he left his treasure, with hb bow ed: 
shield, as a prey to the enemy. 

224. Such was the success of this famous battle, which gav> 
empire to the conqueror. According to Arrian, the Persiar. 
lost three hundred thousand men, besides those who were taka 
prisoners ; which at least is a proof that the loss wasipvery grea: 
on their side. That of Alexander was very inconsiderable ; be 
not losing, according to the last mentioned authbr,-above twelvf 
hundred men, most of whom were horse. This engagemect 
was fought in the month of October,' about the same time that, 
two years before, the battle of Issus was fought. As Guagamela. 
in Assyria, the spot where the two armies engaged, was a small 
place of very little note, this was called the battle of Artela, 
chat city being nearest to the field of battle. 

225. Darius, after this dreadful defeat, rode towards the river 
Lycus, with a very few attendants ; he was advised to break down 
the bridges to secure his retreat ; but he refused, saying, he would 
not save his life, at the expense of thousands of his subjects. After 
riding a great number of miles full speed, he arrived at midnight 
at Arbela ; from thence he fled towards Media, over the Arme- 
nian mountains, followed by his satraps, and a f^w of his guards, 
expecting the worst, despairing of fortune, a wretched survivor ! 
of his country's ruin. 

226. In the mean time, Alexander approached near Babylon, 
and Maz^us,the governor, who had retired thither after the battle 
of Arbela, surrendered to him without striking a blow. Alexander, 
therefore, entered the city, at the head of his whole army^, as if he 
had been marching to a battle. The walls of Babylon were Dned 
with people, notwithstanding the greatest part of the citizens were 
gone Out before, from the impatient desire that they had to see 
their new sovereign, whose renown had far outstripped his march. 

227. Bagophanes, governor of the fortress, and guardian of the 
treasure, unwilling to discover less zeal than M azdeus, strewed 
the streets with flowers, and raised on both sides of the way, sil- 
ver altars, which smoked not only with frankincense but the most 
fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last of all came the presents 
which were to be made to the king ; viz. herds of cattle, and a 
great number of horses, as also lions and panthers, wliich were 
carried in cages. After these the Magi walked, singing hymns 
after the manner of their country 5 then the Chaldeans, acconi- 
paaied by the Babylonish soothsayers and musicians. 

^28. The rear was brought up by the Babylonish cavalry, of 
^ which both m&a and horses were so sumptuous, that imagination 
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can scarce relbch their magnificence. The king caused the pe6- 
pie to walk after the infantry, and himsdfy surrounded with his 
guards, and seated on a chariot, entered the city, and from thence 
rode to the palace, as in a kind of triumph. The next day he 
took a view of all Darius' money and moveables, which amounted 
to incredible sums, and which he distributed with generosity 
among his soldiers. He gave the government of the province 
to Masueus ; and the command of the forces he left there, to 
Apollodorus of Amphipolis, 

229* From Babylon Alexander marched to the province of 
Syraceni, afterwards to Sosa, where he arrived after a march of 
twenty days, and found treasures to an infinite amount. These 
also be applied to the purpose of rewarding merit and courage 
among his troops. In this city he left the mother and chil<hren 
of Darius; and from thence he went forward till he came to a 
river called Pasitigrb. Having crossed it, with nine thousand 
foot, aad three thousand horse, eonsbting of Agrians, as well as 
of Grecian mercenaries, and a r^nforcement of three thousand 
Thracians, he entered the country of Uxii. 

230. This region lies near Susa, and extends to the frontiers 
of Persia, a narrow pass only lying between it and Susiana. 
Madathes commanded this province. He was not a time^erver, , 
nor a follower of fortune, but fmthful to bis sovereign : he resolved 
to hold out to the last extremitv, and for thb purpose, had witbr 
drawn into his own city, which stood in the midst of craggy 
rocks, and was surrounded with precipices. Having been forised 
from thence, he retired into tb0 citadel, whence the besiege^ 
sent thirty de|)uties to Alexe^er to sue for quarter, which they 
obtained at last, by the interposition of Sysigambb* 

23 1 . The king not only pardoned Madathe^, who was a near re- 
lation of that princess, but likewise set all the captives, and those 
who had surrendered themselves, at liberty, permitted them to 
enjoy their several rights and privileges, would not suffer the city 
to be plundered, but let them plough their lands, without paying 
any tribute. From thence he passed on to the pass of Susd, de- 
fended by mountains almost inaccessible, and by Ariobarzaaes, 
with a body of five thousand men ; he there stopped for a wbile^ 
but being led by a different route among the mountains;, he came 
ovei the pass, and so cut the army that defended it in pieces. 

232. Alexander, from an effect of the good fortune which 
constantly attended him in all his undertakings, having extrieaf- 
ed himself happily out of the danger to which he li^as so lately 
exf:»ed^arched immediately towards Persia. Being on the 
road, h^iteived letters from Tiridiltea, governor of Pefsf^olis, 

•, which he informed l|im, tbftt theinhabitapts of that clty,*»pofi^ 
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the report of his advancing towards them, were iiet^Ftmlatd to 
plunder Darius' treasures, with which be was entrusted, and 
therefore that it was necessary for him to make ail the haste 
imaginable to seise tbem himself; that he had only the Araies 
to cross, after which the roflid >¥as smooth and easy. 

233. Alexander, upon this news, learing his infantry behind, 
marched the whole night at the head of his cavalry, who were 
very much harassed by the length and swiftness of his march. 
and passed the Araxes on a bridge, which, by his order, had been 
built some days before. But as he drew near the city, lie per- 
ceived a large body of men, who exhibited a memorable exam- 
ple of the greatest misery. ^ These were about four thousand 
Greeks, very far advanced fn years, who having been made 
prisoners of war, had suffered all the torments which the Persian 
tyranny cxMjld inflict. 

234. The hands of some had been cut off, the feet of others ; 
and others agitin had lost their noses and ears. ' They appeared 
like so many shadows, rather than like men 5 speech being almost 
the only thing by which they were known to be such. Alexan- 
der could not refrain from tears at this sight; and as they irre- 
sistibly brought him to commiserate their condition, he bade 
tbem, with the utmost tenderness, not to despond ; and a^red 
ihcm, that they should again see their wives and country. They 
:ho8e, however, to remain in a place where misfortune now 
Nieoame habitual ; wherefore he rewarded tbem liberally for their 
^mfferings, and commanded the governor of the province to treat 
them with mildness and respect. 

235. The day following he entered the city of Persepolis, at the 
head of his victorious soldiers ; who, though the inhabitants made 
no resistance, began to cut In pieces all those who still remained 
in the city. However, the king soon put an end to the massacre, 
and forbid his soldiers further violence^ The riches he had found 
in other places were but trifling, when compared to those he found 
here. This however did not save the city ; for being one da}' 
at a banquet among his friends, and happening to drink to 
excess, the conversation ran. upon the various cruelties exercised 
by the Persians in Greece,^ particularly at Athens. 

236. Thus, an Athenian courtesan, urged the pusillanimity of 
not taking revenge for such repeated slaughters. All the guests 
applauded the discourse ; when immediately the king rose from 
table, (his head being crowned with flowers) and taking a torch 
in his hand, he advanced forward, .to execute his mad exploit. 
The whole compiany followed him, breaking into loud acclama- 
tions, and, after singuig and dancing, surrounded the palace. All 
^e rest' of the Macedonians, at litis noise, ran in crowds, with 
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lighted tapers, and set fire td every part of it.. However, Alex- 
ander was sorry not long after for what he had done f- and there- 
upon gave orders for extinguishing the fire ; but it was too late. 

237. While Alexander was thus triumphing in all the exultation 
of success, the wretched Darius jvas by this time arrived at Ecba- 
tana, the capital of Media. There remained still with this fugitive 
prince thirty thousand foot ; among whom were four thousand 
Oreeks, that were faithful to him to the last : besides these, he 
had^ four thousand slingers, and upwards of three thousand Bac- 
trian horse, whom Bessus, their governor, comms^nded. ^ 

23^. ^Darius, even with so small a force, still conceived hopes 
of opposing his rival; or at least of protracting the war ; but he 
was surrounded with traitors ; his want of success had turned all 
mankind against him ; and Nabarzanes, one of the greatest lords 
of Persia, and general of the horse, had conspired with Bessus, 
general of the Bactrians, to commit the blackest of all crimes, 
and that was, to seize' upon the person of the king, and. lay him 
in chains, which they might easily do, as each of them had a 
great number of soldiers und^ his command. 

239. Their design was, if Alexander should pursue them, to 
secure themselves by giving up Darius alive into his hands ; and 
in case they escaped, to murder that prince, and afterwards usurp 
his crown, and begin a new war. The traitors soon won over 
the troops, by representing to them that they were going to their 
destruction ; that they would soon be crushed under the ruind of \ 
an empire, which was ready to fall, at the same time that Pac- 
triana was open to them, and offered them immense riches. 
These promises soon prevailed upon the perfidious army 5 the 
traitors seized and bound their monarch in chains of gold, under 
the appearance of honouf, as he was a king ; then enclosing him 
in a covered' chariot, (hey set out towards Bactriana.' v 

240. In this manner they carried him whh the utmost des- 
patch, until being informed that the Grecian army waa still hotly 
pursuing them, they found it impossible either to conciliate the 
friendship of Alexander, or to secure a throne for themselves : 
they therefore, once more^ gave Darius his liberty, and desired 
him to make the best of his escape with them from the conquer^ 
or ; but he replied, that the gods were ready to re\'enge the 
evils he had already suffered 5 and appealing to Alexander for 
justice, refused to follow a band of tnutors. At these words they 
fell into the utmost fury, thrusting him with their darts fmd their 
spears, and left him to linger in this manner, unattended, the 
remains of his wretched life. i 

24 1 . The traitors then made their escape different ways ; while 
tbe victorious Macedonians at length coming up, found Darius in 
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a solitude^ lying In his chariot^ and drawing near his end, HiiW'* 
ever, he had strength enough, before he died^ to call fordrinkywlttch 
a Macedonian y Polystratus by name, brought bira. He had a Per- 
sian prisoner whom he employed as his interpreter. Darius, after 
drinking the liquor that htid bee^ given him, turned to the Mace- 
donian, and said, that in the deplorable state to which be^was re- 
duced, he however should have the comfort to speak to one who 
could understand him, and that his last words would not be los^.- 

242. He therefore charged hitn to tell Alexander, that he liad 
di^d in his debt, that he gave hirn many thanks for the great hu- 
manity he had exercised towards his mother, his wife, aod his 
children, whose lives he had not only spared^ but restored to their 
former splendour; that he brought the gods to give victory to his 
anns, and make him monarch of the universe ; that he thou^t he 
ne^riLaot intreat him to revenge the execrable murder comnaitted 
on his person, as this was the common cause of kings. 

243. After this, taking Polystratus by tfie hand, ^ Give him,'- 
said he, ^ thy hand, as I give thee mine : and carry him, in my 
name, the only pledge I am able to give of my gratitude and 
afiections;^ saying these words, be breathed his last. Alexander 
coming up a moment after, and seeing Darius' body, he wept 
bitterly ; and by the strongest testimonies of afiection that could 
be given, proved how intimately he was affected with the unhap- 
piness of a prince who deserved a better fate. 

244. He immediately pulled off his military cloak, and threw 
it on Darius' body ; then causing it to be embalmed, and his 
coffin to be adorned with royal magnificence, he seat it to Sysi- 
gambis, to be interred with tiie honours usually paid to the de-« 
ceased Persian monarchs, and entombed with his- ancestors. 
Thus died Darius, in the fiftieth year of his age : six of which 
He^ reigned with felicity : in him the Persian empire ended, after 
having existed, from the time of Cyrus the Great, a period pf 
two hcmdred and ninety-nine years. 



CHAPTER XV. 

From the Invasion of Persia to the Death cf Alexander, 

1. The death of Darius only served to inflame the spuit of 
ambition in Alexander to pursue further conquests. After hav- 
ing in vain attiempted to pursue Bessus, who now assumed the 
name of king, he desisted, in order to cross Parthia ; and in three 
days arrived on the frontiers of Hyrcania, which submitted to his 
arms. He afterwards subdued the Mardii, the Aril, the Drangae, 
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the Anchosit, and several etcher naiiGKit^ ^ into wliich his army 
marched with greater speed that people generally travel, lie 
frequeatly would pursue an enemy lor whole days and AigMfi 
together^ almost without sufe-ing hi* troops to take any re^. 
By thi^ prodigious rapidity, he came uAawftres updii na^bns 
who thought him at a great distance ; and sij^idoed them befoi^ 
they had time to put themsdv^ in a postune of deface. 
*^ 2. It was npoB one of these excunoofls th«t ThalesliHs, (fteeti 
of tne Amazons^ came to pay him a visit. A vldleiit 4tfdte ef 
seeing Alexander, had prmapted that printess to leave her dk3^ 
minions, and travel throo^h a great number of cocmti'ies' to gi^i- 
fy her curiosity. Beiq^ come pretty neair his cam^, sife sent 
word that a queen was come to visit him^ aisd thMf she had « 
prodigious inctination to cultivate his acqualiilfanee ; and! ^A|rd 
ingly was arrived within a little dstance from that place.^mx 
ander having returned a favourable answer, ^q conimaiided hei 
train to stop, and herself came forward, with three hundred 
women f and the moment she perceived tbs kit^^^ she leapt from 
her horse, having two lanires in her right hand. 

3. She looked upon the king withoat disiibvering the leasf 
sign of admiration,* and surveying him attentively dkl not think 
his stature answerable to his fame ; for the barbarians are very 
much struck with a majestic air ; and think thoise only ce^dble 
of mighty achievments, on whom nature has bestowed bodily^ 
advantages. She did not scruple ta tell him, that the clnef mo* 
tive of her journey was to have posterity by him ; adding that 
she was worthy of giving heirs to his empire. Alexander, upon 
this request, was obliged to make some stay in this plaice ; aftef 
which, Thalestris returned to her kingdom, and llie king into 
the province inhabited by the Parthians. 

4. Alexander now enjoying a little repose, abandoned Inms^lf 
to sensuality ; and he whom the arms of the f^ersiails could' not 
conquer, fella victim to their vices. Nothftig was n<iw to b^ 
seen but games, parties of pleasure, women, and excessiA'e feast^' 
ing ; in which he used to revel whde days and nights. Not 
satisfied with the bulToons, and the performers on instrumeutt)! 
music, whom he bad brought witfi Him out of Greece, he oMig«s4 
the captive women, whom he canriaed along with him, to sinc^' 
songs after the manner of their country. 

5. He happened, among these women fo pereeive one wha 
appeared in deeper i^Qtctioa than tlie rest ; and wiio, by h 
modest, and at the same time a noble eonfusk>n, discovered' ;i 
greater r^uctance than the others to appear in public.'' She was 
a perfect beauty, -whkh was very nincb heightened by her bash* 
filioess ; wUlst sh^&ew her eyes t&tbe ground, and did all iu 
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her power to conceal her fiice. The fcii^ soon tmagioed by ker 
air and Biienu that she was not of vulgar btrth, and enquiriag hun- 
•elf into it| tne kdy answered ^ That she was grand-daughter to 
Ochus, who not long before had swayed the Persian sceptre, and 
daughter of his son ; that she had married Hystaspes, who was 
related to Darius, and general of a great army." 

6. Alexander lieing touched yith compassion, when he heard 
the unhappy fate of a {nrinoess of the blood royal, and the sad 
condition to wluch she was reduced, not only gave her liberty, 
Irat returned all her possessions ; and caused her husband to be 
sought for, in order that she mi^t be restored to him. 

7- But now the veteran soldiers who had fouglit under Philip, 
not having the least idea of sensuality, inve^hed publicly agamst 
die^Mligious luxury, and the numerous vices which the army 
haAKrnt in Susa and Ecbatana. The king, therefore thought 
that the safest ren^dy would be to employ them, and for that 
purpose, led them to Bessus. 

8. But, as die army was encumbered with booty, and an use- 
less train of baggage, so that it could scarce move, he first caused 
all his own baegage to be carried into the great sqtKoe, and after- 
w^xdi that of hu army (such things excepted as were absolutely- 
necessary ;) then ordered the whole to be carried from thence in 
carts to a large plain. Every ohe was in great psdn to know 
the meaning ^f all this ; but after he had sent away the horses. 
he himself set fire to hb own things, and commanded every one 
to follow his example. 

g. Hitherto we have seen Alexander triumphing by a course 
of virtue ^ we are now to behold him swollen up by success^ 
spmled by flattery, and enervated by vices; exhibiting a very 
doubtful character, and mixing the tyrant whh the hero^ .A con- 
spiracy^ was formed against him by one Dymnus ; this was com- 
municated by a Macedonian soldier to Philotas, one of Alexan- 
der's favourites. Philotas neglected divul^ng it to his master ; * 
and thus became suspected himself, as being concerned in the con- 
spiracy, Parmenio, also, the father of this young favourite, be- 
came equally obnoxious ; and as the suspicion of tyrants is equally 
fatal with a conviction, Alexander doomed both to destruction. 

10. In the beginning of the night, various parties of guards hav- 
ing been posted in the several places necessary, some entered the 
tent of Philotas who was then in 9, deep sleep ; when starting from 
his slumbers, as they were putting manacles on his hand, he cried, 
^< Alas ! my sovereign, the inveteracy of my enemies has got the 
better of your goodness." After this they covered his face, and 
brought him to the palace without uttering^ingle word. 

1 1. His hands were tied behmdhimj and flshead covered iritfa 
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a coarse worn out piece of cloth. Lost to himself, he did not 
dare to look up or open his lips ; but the tears streaming fi^om 
his eyeis, be fainted away in the al^ms of the man who held him. 
As the standers-by wiped off the tears in which his face wzri 
bathed^ recovering his speech and his voice by insensible de- 
grees, he seemed desirous of speaking. 

12. The result of this interview was, that Philotas should be pot 
^o the rack. The persons who presided on that occasion, were his 
most Inveterate enemies, and they made him suffer jevery kind 
of torture. Philotas at first discovered the utmost resolution and 
strength of mind ; the torments he suffered not being able to force 
from him a single word nor even so much as a sigh. But at last, 
conquered by pain, he confessed himself to be guilty, na mcjLs ev- 
eral accomplices, and even accused his own father. Tflpext 
day the answers :pf Philotas were read in full assembly, h^im- 
self being present. Upon the whole, he wai unanimously sen- 
tenced to die 5 immediately after which he was stoned, accord- 
ing to the custom of Macedonia, with some others of the con- 
spirators. 

13. The condemnation of Philotas brought on that of Par- 
ihenio; whether it were that Alexander really believed him 
guilty, or was afraid of the father, now he had put the son to 
death. Polydamus, one of the lords of the court, was appointed 
to see the execution performed. He had been one of Parmenio's 
most intimate friends, if we may give that name to courtiers who 
affect only their own fortunes. This was the very reason of his 
being nominated, because no one could suspect that he was sent 
with anv such orders against Parmenio. 

14. He therefore set out for Media, where that general com- 
manded the army, and was entrusted with the king's treasure, 
which amounted to a hundred and four-score thousand talents, 
about ttventy-seven millions sterling. Alexander had given him 
several letters for Oleander, the king's lieutenant in the province; 
and for the principal officers. Two were for Parmenio ; one of 
them from Alexander, and the other sealed with Philotas' seal, 
as if he had been alive, to prevent the father from hni4>ounng the 
least suspicion. Polydamus was but eleven days on his journej^, 
and alighted in the night at Cleander's. 

15. After having taken all the precautions necessary, they 
went together with a great number of attendants to p\eet Par- 
menio, who at this time was walking in a park of his own. The 
moment Polydamus espied him, though* at a great dlsjance, h«* 
ran to embrace him within air of the utmost joy, and'after com- ' ^ 
pliments, intermixoi^nii the strongest indications of friendship, . 
had passed on bothfides; he gave him Alexanders Iptter. which 
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fj attl afterwards that imder the oame of Philotas, he 
pleased with the cimtents. 

16. At that voy itutaat Oleander thrust a dagger into his 
ude, then made another thrust in his throat ; and the rest gave 
him several wounds even after be was dead. He was, at the 
time of his deaths three-score and ten years of age, and had served 
his master with a fidelity and zeal which in the end was but very 
ill rewarded. 

17* In order to prevent the ill consequences that might arise 
from the conten^lation of these cruelties, Alexander set out upon 
his march and continued to pursue Beisus, upon which occaiuon 
he exposed himself to great hardships and dangers. Bessus, how- 
ever, was treated by his followers in the same manner he had 
treiH the king his master; Spitamenes, his chief confidant, hav- 
ing mmed a cons{nracy against him, seized his person, put him 
in chainS| forced |he royal robes from his back; and with a 
chain round his neck, he was delivered up in the most ignomin- 
ious manner to Alexander. 

1 8. The king caused this man to be treated ^th his usual cruel- 
ty ; after reproaching hhn for his treachery, and causing his nose 
and ears to be cut off, he sent him to Ecbatana, there to su^r 
whatever punishment Darius' mother should think proper to iiv- 
flict upon him. Four trees were bent by main force, one towards 
the other, and to each of these trees one of the limbs of the traitor's 
body was fastened. Afterwards the trees being let return to ^eir 
natural position, they flew back with so much violence, that each 
tore away the limb that was fixed to it, and so quartered him. 

19> Thus uniting in his person, at -once great cruelty and 
great enterprise, Alexander still marched forward in search of 
new nations whom he might subdue. A <^y inhabited hy the 
Branchid he totallv overturned, and massacred all the inhabi- 
tants in cold blood, only for being descended from some traitor- 
ous Greeks, that had ddivered up. the treasures of a temple mth 
which they had been entrusted* He then advanced to d^e river 
Jaxerthes, where he received a wound in the leg ; firom thence 
he went forward and took the capital of Sogdiana ;• he there re- 
ceived an embassy from the Scythians, who lived free and inde- 
pendent, but now submitted to him. 

20. He then mardied to Cyropolis and besieged it. This was 
the last cit^ of the Persian empire, and had been built by Cyrus, 
after whom^ it was called, and taking the place, he abandoned 
it to plunder. In this manner he went on, caprtcioudy destroy- 
ing some towns and building others, j||ttljng colonies in some 
places, and laying whole provinces waste^t his pleasure. Among 
Ins pther projects an invasion of the kingf^m of Scythia was 
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one ; but the crossing of the river Jaxerthe^ was by no means an 
easy task ; however, Alexander being always fbreniost in en- 
countering dangers, led on his troops across the stream, which 
was very rapid, and gained a signal victory over the Scythians, 
.who vainly attempted to oppose him on the other side. 

21. A strong hold called Petra Oxiani, defended by a garrison 
of thirty thousand soldiers, with ammunition and provision ft>i' 
two years, was still considered as impregnable. However, ns 
dif&culties only seemed to excite his ambition, his soldiei*s scaled 
the cliff, and the barbarians supposing that. the whole Macedo- 
nian army was got over their heads^ surrendered upon condition 
that their lives should be spared ^ but Alexander, forgetting the 
faith of treaty, and tha humanity which became a soldier on thk 
occasion, caused them all to be scourged with rods, and after- 
wards to be fued to crosses at the foot of the same rock. 

22. After thb, having subdued the Massageta^imd Dahde, he 
entered the province of Basaria,from thence he cidvanced to Mar- 
cander, and appointed Clytus governor of that province. This 
was an old officer who had fought under Philip, and signalised 
himself on many occasions. At the battle of Granicus, as Alex- 
ander was fighting bare-headed, and Rasaces-had his arm raised 
in order to strike him behind, Clytus covered the king with his 
shield, and cut off the barbarian's hand. Hallanice, Ws sister, 
had nursed Alexander ; and he loved her with ^s much tendt'i - 
ness as if she had been his own mother. - * 

23. This favour, however, only advanced Clytus to a post oi 
greatest danger ; one evening at an entertainment, tlie king, after 
drinking immoderately, began to celebrate his own exploits ; his 
boasting even shocked those very persons who knew that he spoke 
the truth, but particularly the old generals of his army, whose adnii- 
ration were engrossed by the actions of his father. Clytus was intox- 
icated, and turning about to those who sat below him at table, quiited 
to them a passage from Euripides, but in such a manner that the 
king could only hear his voice, and not the words distinctl}^ - 

24. The sense of the passage was, that the Greeks had done very 
wrong' in ordaining, that in the inscriptions engraved on tropliies, 
the names of kings only should be mentioned ; becauj^e by these 
means brave men were robbed of the glory they had purchased with 
their blood. The king suspecting Clytus had let drop some iliso- 
bliging expressions, asked those who sat nearest Iy|ii, what he had 
said. As no one answered, Clytus raising his, voice by degrees, 
began to relate the actions of Philip, and his wars- in Greece, 
preferring them to whatever was doing at that time, which cre« 
ated a great dispute between the young and old men. 

. 25. Though th^ king was prodigiously vexed in his mind, he 
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nevertheless stifled his resentmenty and seemed to listen very pa- 
tiently to all Clytus spoke to his prejudice. It u probable be 
would have quite suppressed his passion^ had Clytus stopped 
there } but the latter growing more and more insolent^ as if deter- 
mined to exasperate and insult the king, he went such lengths as 
to defend Parmenio publicly, and to assert that the destroying oi 
Thebes was but trifling in comparison of the victory which Philip 
had guned over the Atfienians } and that the old Macedonians, 
though sometimes unsuccessful, were greatly superior to those 
who were so rash as to despise them* 

26. Alexander telling him that in giviQg to cowardice the name 
of ill success, he was pleading his own cause, Clytus lises up with 
his eyes sparkling with wine and anger, ^'It Is nevertheless this hand 
(said he to him, extending it at the same time) that saved your life 
at die battle of Granicus. It is the blood and wounds of these 
very Macedonians who are accused of cowardice, diat raised you 
to tnis grandeur ; but the tragical end of Parmenio shows what 
reward they and myself may expect for all our services.'* 

27. This last reproach stung Alexander ; however, he still 
restrained his passion, and Only commanded him to leave the table. 
" He is in the right (says Clytus as he rose up) not to bear free- 
horn men at his table who can only tell tnith. He wiU do well 
to pass his life among barbarians and slaves, who will be proud 
to pay their a^Atition /o his Persian girdle, and his white robe." 

28. But now the king, no longer able to suppress his rage, 
snatched a javelin from one of his guards, and would have kiUeci 
Clytus on the spot, had not tlie courtiers withheld his arm, and 
Clytus been forced, but with great difficulty, out of the hall. 
However, he returned into it that moment by another door, 
singing with an air of insolence, verses reflecting highly on the 
prince, who seeing the general near him, struck him with his 
javelin, and laid him dead at his feet, crying out at the same 
time, " Go now to Philip, to Parmenio, and to Attains.'* 

29. The king had^ no sooner murdered his faithful servant, 
than he perceived the atrociousness of the act 5 he threw hlmseh 
upon the dead body, forced out the javelin, and would have des- 
troyed himself, had he not been prevented by his guards, who 
seized and carried him forcibly to his own apartment, where the 
flattery and the persuasions of his friends at length served to 

' alleviate his remorse. In order to divert his melancholy, Alex- 
ander having drawn his army out of the garrison, where he had 
wintered three months, marched towards a country called Gabana. 
lA his way he met with a dreadful storm, in which his army 
suffered greatly ; from thence he went into the country of Sacae, 
which he soon overrun and laid waste. Soon after this, Axcr- 
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tes, one of its monarchsi received bim in his palace, which was 
adorned with barbarous magnificence. He had a daughter 
called Roxana, a young lady whose exquisite beau^ was hdght- 
ened by all the charms of wit and good sense. 

30. Alexander found her charms irresbtible, and made her his 
wife : covering his pasnon with the specious pretence of uniting the 
two nationshi such bonds as should improve their mutual harmony, 
by blending their interests and throwing down all distinctions be- 
tween the conquerors and the conquered. This marriage displeas- 
ed the Macedonians very much, and exasperated his chief cour- 
tierS| when it was seen that he made one of tiis slaves hifit father-in- 
law. But, as, after his murdering Clytus, no one dared to sjpeak to 
him with freedom, thev applauded what he did with their eyes 
aad countenances, for thev had nothing else left that was free. 

31. Alexanderhavingmusconquer^allthePersianprcrvinces, 
now with boundless ambition resolved upon a perilous march into 
India. This country wa^^onsidered as the riclKst in the world, not 
only in gold, but in pearls and precio«Mtones, with which the in- 
habitants adorned themselves^ but being willing either to impress 
hb soldiers with an idea of his authority, or to imitate the barba- 
rians in the magnificence of theur titles, he was resolved not only 
to be called, but to be believed the son of Jupiter, as if it had 
been possible for hifA to command as absolutely over the mind 
as over the tongue, and )hat the Macedonians would condescend 
to fall prostrate and adore him after the Persian manner. 

32. To 'soothe and cherish these ridiculous pretensions, there 
were not wanting flatterers, those common pests of a court, who 
are more dangerous to princes than the arrows of their enemies. 
But the^Mac^onians indeed would not stoop to this base adula- 
tion ; all of them to a man refusing to vary m any manner from 
the customs of their country. 

33. Among the number who disdained to offer these base adu- 
lations, was Callistlwnes the philosopher : but his integrity cost 
him his life; he was accused of being privy to a conspiracy 
formed by Hermolaus, a young officer, upon the life of. the king, 
and for this reason he was thrown into a dungeon and loaded 
with irons ; he soon found that he had no mercy to expect ; the 
most grievous tortures were inflicted upon hhn, in order to ex- 
tort a confession of guilt, but he persbted in his innocence to the 
last^ and en>ired in the midst of his torments. 

34. The kingdom of India, for which Alexander now set out, 
was an extensive territory, which has been usually divided into two 
parts— India on this si<te, and India on the other side of the Gan- 
ges. All die Indians at that thne were free, nor even did they ad<^t 
thebaseouslomof theOreeks;in purchasing slaves to do the com- 
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moo offices of lif;. ThepeopleofAafcounti^' were then divided ' 
into seven clflssc^. 

95. The dnt and mosi hovitaattM^ fliough (he smallest, were 
the guardians of religion^-^e second flbd the gretrtest m^ that 
of the hosbandmeft, whose only employnienf was to culthrate the 
ground— the thmi was that Of hertlsmen a»id sbepherd9, who led 
the herds and flocks among the moontahfesM-Hhe foarthcottslaied ot 
tradesmen and merchants^ among whom pikHs and setf teeii were 
ittduded — the &Mt was of soldiers, whose only employaienC was 
war — the sixth was of magistrates, wfve superintended the actions 
of odiers, either in cities, or in thecoutttry,and repotted" tlve whde 
to the king — die seventh clasir censisKed of persons employed in 
thepubffc councils, and who shared the cares of goventinenft With 
their sovereign. These orders of state never blended tfor Inter- 
married with each other ; none of these were permitted to Mhw \ 
two professions at the' same time, nor qnft one class for aaother. 

do. Alexander having entered IndWy^if the petty kings ef the 
conntiy came to meet htm ahd moke their snbnnssioBB. On Ms 
march he took the city of Nysa ; hethen marched towards D(sHk&la, 
and dispersed his army over the whole country, and took posses- 
sion of it witbont resistance. He afterwards wient forwards towards 
the city of Hagosa, which aft(^ being besieged iri form,snfvendefe«i 
at discretion. The rock of Aomos, which wa^deemed inaccessible, 
and which it was said Hercules himself was not able to lake, but 
the garrison in a panic delivered it tip to his army. 

S7« From thence he marched to Acleslimus, and afleir a march 
of sixteen days, arrived on the banks of the great river Indos. 
where he found that Hepheestion had got all diin^ ready for bis 
passage, pursuant to the orders he had before recei^. Here he was 
met by Omphis, a king of the country, who did homage to Alex- 
ander, and made him a present of iifty«six elephants, and odier ani- 
mals of prodigious size. The ambassadors from Abisn^, a neigh- 
bouring monarch, came with the same offers, sent presents^ am 1 
promised fidelity ; there was still a third monareh, whose namt; 
was Porus,irom whom Alexander expected similar 8abmi«»k>ii : 
he even went to requu« it of him, but Porus answered with great 
coldness, that while he could fight, he should disdain to<obey. 

38. In pursuance of this message, Alexander resolved toenforcn' 
obedience, and giving the superintendence of his elephanf ir to Om* 
phis, who had now changed his name to Taxilns^ he advanced at 
far as the borders of the MydiEispes. fWn? was encamped otttiic 
other^ide of it, in order to tIRspute the passage w^th hhn, amd^iOBtdd 
at the head of his army «ght|f-^veelq[>hant5 of » pffoUffmos s^ee. 
and behind them three htrndred chariots, gniinfed w^ txirty 
thousand foot, not having at most abe^ seve» IhoasaiMl bene.* 
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S9* This prince was mounted upon an elephant of much larger 
size than any of the rest ; and he himself exceeded the usual stat*- 
ure of men, so that clothed in his armour^ glittering with gold 
and silver, be appeared at the same time terrible ai^ majestic. 
The greatness of his courage equalled that of hb stature, and he 
was as wise and prudent as it was pojRible for the monarch o. 
so barbarous a people to be. 

40. Tlie Macedonians dreaded not only the enemy but the 
river they were obliged to pass. It was four furlongs wide, (about 
four hundred fathoms) and so deep in every part, that it locked 
like a sea, and was no where fordable. It was vastly impetuous^ 
notwithstanding its great breadth, for it rolled with as much vio» 
le^ce as if it had l>een confmed to a narrow channel, and its 
raging, foaming waves, which broke in many places, discovered 
that H was full of stones and rocks. However nothing was So 
dreadful as the appearance of the shore, which was quite covered 
with men, horses, and elephants. 

41. Those hideous animals stood like so many towers j and 
the Indians exasperated them, in order that the horrid cry they 
made might fill the enemy with terror. However this could not 
intimidate an army of men whose courage was proof against all 
attacks, and who were animated by an uninterrupted series of 
prosperities ; but then they did not think it would be possible 
for them, as the banks were so craggy, to surmount the rapidity 
of the stream, or land with safety. 

42. Alexander was in great perplexity with the difBculties that 
attended the passage of this large river; however he was resolved 
to attempt it by night, and choose one whose lightning, thunder, 
and impetuous winds, conspired to drown the noise of his troops 
in their embarkation. Scarce any person appeared to oppose 
their descent ; and tlie moment Alexander was landed, he drew 
up the forces that had passed with him, consisting of six thoiv- 
sand foot, and five thousand horse, in order of battle. 

43. Porus upon hearing that Alexander had passed the river, 
had sent against him a detachment, commanded by one of hm 
sons, of two thousand horse and one hundred and twenty chariots. 
Alexander imagined them at first to be the .enemy's vanguard, 
and tlie whole army was behind them; but being informed it 
was but a detachment, he charged them with such vigour, tliat 
Porus' son was killed upon the spot, with four hundred horse, 
and all the chariots were taken. 

44. Porus upon receiving advice of the death of his son, the 
defeat of the detachment, and of Alexander's approach, resolved 
to go and meet Alexander, whom he justly supposed to be at the 
head of the choicest troops of bis army. Accordingly leaving only 
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a few elephaflts In his camp, to amuse those wlio were posted on 
the opposite shore, he set out with thirty thousand foot, four thou- 
sand horse, three thousand chariots, and two hundred elephants. 
Bdng come into a firm^ sandy soil, in which his horses and char- 
iots might wheef afc^ut with ease, he drew up his army in battle 
array, with an intent to wait the coming up of the enemy. 

45. He posted in front, and on the first line, all the elephants, at 
a hundred feet distance from one another, in order that they might 
serve as a bulwark to his foot, who were behind. It was his opinion, 
that the enemy's cavalry would not dare to engage in these intervals, 
because of the fear their horses would have of the elephants ; and 
much less the infantry, when they should see that of the enemy 
posted behind the elephants, and in danger of being trod to pieces. 
He had posted some of his foot on the same line with the ele- 
phants, in order to cover their right and left ; and this infantry 
was covered by bis two wings of horse, before which the chariots 
were posted. Such was the order and disposition of Poms' army. 

4& Alexander being come in sight of the enemy, waited the 
coming up of his foot, whith marched with the utmost diligence 
and arrived a little after ; and in order that they might have time 
to take breath, and not to be led as they were very much fatigued, 
against the enemy, he caused his horse to make a great many 
evolutions, in order to gain time. But now every thing being 
ready, and the infantry having sufficiently recovered their vigour, 
Alexander gave the signal of battle. He did not think proper to 
begin by attacking tlie enemy's main body, where the infantrj' 
and the elq)hants were posted, for the very reason which hat! 
made Poms draw them up in that manner. 

47. But his cavalry being stronger, h^ drew out the greatest 
part of them, and marching against the left wing, sent Coenus, with 
his own regiment of horse, and that of Demetrius, to charge them 
at the same time 5 ordering him to attack that cavalry on the left be- 
hind, during which he himself would charge them both in front and 
flank. Seleucus, Antigonus, and Tauron, who commanded the 
foot, were ordered not to stir from their posts tiH Alexander's cav- 
alry had put that of the enemy, as well as thek foot into disorder. 

48. Being come within airow-shot, he detached a thousand 
bow-men on horseback, with orders for them to make theur dis- 
charge 00 the horse of Porus' left wing, in order to throw it into 
disorder, whilst he himself would charge this body in {lank, before 
it had time to rally. The Indians having joined again their squad- 
rons, and drawn them up into a narrower compass, advanced 
ligainst Alexander. At that instant Coenus charged them in tlie 
l-ear, according to the orders given him, insomuch, that the In- 
dians were obliged to fuce about on all sides, to defend them- 
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selves from the thousand bow-men and against Alexander and 

' CCBHUS. 

49- Alexander, to make the best advantage of the confusion 
into which the sudden attack had thrown them, charged with 
great vigour those that made head against him, who being no 
longer able to stand so violent an attack, were soon broke^ and 
retired behind their elephants, as to an impregnable rampart. 
The leaders of the elephants made them advance against the 
enemy's horse, but that very instant, the Macedonian phalanx, 
moving on a sudden surrounded those animals, and charged with 
their pikes the elephants themselves and the leaders. 

50. This battle was very different from all those which Alex- 
ander had hitherto fought ; for the elephants rushing upon the 
battalions, broke with inexpressible fury the thickest of them, 
tvhen the Indian horse seeing the Macedonian foot stopped by 
the elephants, returned to the charge ; however, that of Alexan- 
der being stronger, and having greater experience in war, broke 
this body a second time, and obliged i^ to retire towards the ele- 
phants, upon which, the. Macedonian horse being all united in 
one body, spread terror and confusion wherever they attacked. 

51. The elephants, being all covered with wounds, and the 
greatest part having lost their leaders^ did n6t observe their usual 
order ; but, distracted as it were with pain, no longer distin- 
guished friends from foes;. but running about from place to 
place, they overthrew every thing that came in their way. The, 
Macedonians, who had purposely left a greater interval between 
their battalions, either made way for them \dienever they came 
forward, or charged with darts, those that fear and the tumult 
obliged to retire. 

52. Alexander, after having surrounded the enemy with his 
horse, made a signal to his foot to march up with all imaginable 
speed, in order to make a last effort, and to fall upon them witii 
his whole force ; all which they executed very successfully. In 
this manner the greatest part of the Indian cavalry were cut to 
pieces 5 and a body of their foot, which sustained no less loss, 
seeing themselves charged on all sides, at last fled. Catorusj 
who had continued in the camp, with the rest of the army, seeing 
Alexander engaged with Poms, crossed the river, and charging 
the routed soldiers with his troops^ who were cool and vigorous, 
by that means killed as many enemies in the retreat, as had 
fallen in the battle. 

53. The Indians lost, on this occasion, twenty thousand foot, 
and three thousand horse ; not to mention the chariots, whicii 
were all broke to pieces ; and the elephants that were either kill- 
ed or taken. Porus' two sons fell in this battle } with Spitacus, 
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gov ernor of the province; aU the coloneU of horse aad foot ; 
and. those who guided the elephants and chariots. As for Alex- 
•ndery he lost but fonr-ecore of the six thousand, soldiers who 
were at the first charge ; ten bow-men of the horse, twenty of 
hif horte^^uards, and two hundred common soldiers. 

54. Porusy after having performed all the duty both of a sol- 
dier and a general in the battle, and fought with incredible bra- 
very, seeing all his horse def<^ted, and the greatest part of his 
foot, did not behave like the great Darius, who in a like disaster, 
was the first that fied ; on the contrary, he continued in the field 
as long as one battalion or squadron stood their ground ; but at 
last| having received a wound in the shoulder, he retired upon 
hit eiq>hant, and was easily distinguisHed from the rest, by the 
greatness of his stature and his unparalleled bravery. 

55. Alexander finding who he was, by those glorious marks, 
and being desirous of saving this king, sent Taxilus after iiim, 
because he was of the same nation. The latter advanced as near 
to him as he might, without running any danger of being wound- 
ed, caHed out to him to stop, in order to hear the messijge be bad 
brought from Alexander, rorus turning back, and seeing it was 
Taxilus, his old enemy, << How f^' says he, <^ is it Taxilus that 
calls; that traitor to his country and kingdom !" Immediately 
after which he would have transfixed him with his dart, had he 
not instantly retired. 

56. Notwithstanding this, Alexander was still desirous of sav- 
ing so brave a prince ; and thereupon despatched other officers, 
among whom was Meroe, one of his intimate friends, who be- 
sought him in the strongest terms, to wait upon a conqueror alto- 
gether worthy of him : after much entreaty, Poms consented, 
and accordingly set forward. Alexander, who had been told of 
his coming, advanced forward in order to receive him, with some 
of his train. Being come pretty near, Alexander stopped pur- 
posely to take a view of hb stature and noble mein, he bein^ 
about five cubits in height. 

57' Poms did not seem dejected at his misfortune ; but came 
up with a resolute countenance, like a valiant warrior, whose 
courage in defending his dominions ought to acquire him the es- 
teem of the brave prince who had taken him prisoner. Alex- 
ander spoke first ; and with an august and gracious air, asked 
him how he desired to be treated ? " Like a king," replied Poms : 
" But," continued Alexander, " do you ask nothing more ? " No/' 
teplied Poms ; '^ all things are included in that single word." 

58. Alexander, struck with the greatness of his soul, the mag- 
nanimity of which seemed heightened by distress, did not only 
restore him his kingdom, but annexed other provinces to it, and 
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treated him with the highest testimonies of honour^ esteem, and 
friendship. Porus was faithful to him till his deatli.— It is hat4 
to say whether the victor or the vanquished best deserved praiae 
on this occasion. 

59- Alexander built a city on the spot where the battle had 
been fought ; and another in that place where he had crossed the 
river. He called the one Nicaea, from his Victory ; and the other 
Bucephalus, in honour of his horse, who died there, not of his 
wounds, bat of old age. After having paid the last duties to 
such of bis soldiers as had lost their lives in battle, he solemnized 
games, and offered dp sacrifices of thanks in the place where he 
had passed the Hydaspes. 

60. Alexander having now conquered Porus, advanced into 
India, which having never been a warlike nation, he 8ubdue4 
with the rapidity rather of a traveller than a conqueror. Num- 
berless pet^ states submitted to him, sensible that his stay would 
be short, and his conquests evanescent. 

61. Alexander, passing near a city where several Brachmans 
or Indian priests dwelt, was very desirous to converse with them, 
and if possible to prevail with some of them to follow him. Being 
informed that these philosophers never made vbits, but that those 
who had an inclination to see them must go to their houses, he 
concluded that it would be beneath his dignity to go to them ; 
and not just, to force these sages to any thing coi^ary to their 
laws and usages. Onesicritus, the phikxsopher, who had been a 
disciple of Diogenes the Cynic, was deputed to them. 

62. He met not far from the city, fifteen Bramins, vfho firom 
morning till evening stood always naked, in the same postuve in 
which they at first had placed themselves, and afterwards return- 
ed to the city at night. The chief of the band was Mandanis. He 
addressed himself first to Calanus an Indian, reputed the wisest 
man of his country, who though he professed the practice oi the 
most severe philosophy, had however been pursuaded in his ex- 
treme old age to attend upon the court, and to him he told the 
occasion of his coming. 

63 . The latter, gazing upon Onesicritus' clothes and shoes, could 
not foriiear laughing; after which he told him, ^^That anciently 
the earth had been covered with barley and wheat, as it was at 
that time with dust ; that besides water, the rivers used to flew 
with milk, honey, oil, and wine. That man's guilt had occa^oned 
a change of this happy condition ; and that Jcq)iter, to punish 
their ingratitude, had sentenced them to a long and painful labour. 
That their repentance afterwards moving him to compassion he 
had restored them their former abundance ; however, that by the 
course of things, they seemed to be returning to their ancient 
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oonfutton.'' Tbis relation shows evideotly, that these philoso- 
pliCfs had sone notion of the felicity of the first man, and of the 
evil to which he had been sentenced for his sins« 

64. Onesicritus was very urgent with both of them to quit 
their austere way of life, and foUow the fortune of Alexander, 
saying, ^^ That they would fipd in him a generous master and 
benefactor, who would heap upon them honour and riches of a]] 
lunds." Then Mandanis assuming a haughty philosophical 
tone, answered, ^' That he did not want Alexander, and was the 
son of Jupiter as well as himself. That he was exempted froni 
want, desire, or fear. That so long as he should live, the earth 
would furnish him with all things necessary for his subsistence, 
and that death would rid him of a troublesome companion (meao- 
^ng his body) and set him at full liberty. 

65. Calanus appeared more tractable, and notwithstanding 
the opposition, and even the prohibition of his superior, who re- 
proached him for his abject spirit, itk stooping so low as to serve 
another master besides &od, he followed Onesicritus, and went 
to Alexander's court, who received him with great demonstra- 
tions of joy. As it was Alexander's chief ambition to imitate 
Bacchus and Hercules in their expeditions into the East, be re- 
solved like them to penetrate as long as( he could meet new na- 
tions to conquer ; however, his soldiers, satiated with spoil, and 
fatigued with repeated encounters, at last began to open their 
eyes at the wildaess of his ambition. 

66. Some bewailed their calamities in such terms as raised 
compassion, others insolently cried out, " That they would marc !i 
no further." The chief object of the king's wishes was to fnvade 
the territories of Agramenes, a prince who lived beyond the 
great river Ganges, and who was able to bring into the field two 
hundred thousand foot, two thousand elephants, twenty thousand 
liorse, and two thousand armed chariots. 

6J. The soldiers, however refused to wander over those great 
deserts that lay beyond the Ganges, and more terrible to them 
than the greatest army the East could muster ; he addressed them 
in the most persuasive terms not to leave their general behind ; 
he threatened them, that he would take his Scythian and his Per- 
sian soldiers, and with them alone he would make conquests 
worthy of his name and of his glory ; but still the Macedonian 
soldiers pei^isted sullen and inflexible, and only at last complied 
after many persuasive orations to follow him towards tl\p south,, 
to discover the nearest ocean, and to take the course of the river 
Indus as their infallible guide. 

68. For this expedition he embarked in a fleet consisting of 
^^ eight hundred vessds, as well galleys as boats to carry the troops 
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and provisions ; after five days sailiog, the fleet arrived where the 
Hydaspes and the Acesines mixed their streams, there the ships 
were very much shattered^ because those rivers unite with pro- 
digiojos rapidity. At last he came to the country of the Oxydrace 
and the Mallis, the most valiant people in the East ; however 
Alexander defeated them in several engagements, dispossessed 
them of their strong holds, and at last marched against their 
capital city, wh«re the greatest part of their forces were retired. 
69' It was upon this occasion, that seizing a scaling ladder, 
himself the first, he mounted the wall, followed only by two of 
his ofilcers. His attendants believing him to be in danger, mount- 
ed swiftly to succour him ; but the ladder breaking, he was left 
alone. It was pow that his rashness became his safety ; for leap- 
ing from the wall into the city, which was crowded with enemies, 
sword in hand, he repulsed such as were nearest, and even kill- 
ed the general who advanced in the throng. 

70. Thus, with his back to a tree that happened to be near, 
he received all the darts of the enemy in a shield, and kept even 
the boldest at a distance ^ at last, an Indian discharging an arrow 
of three feet long, it pierced his coat of mail and his right breast, 
and so great a quantity of blood issued from the wound, that he 
dropped his arms, and lay as dead. The Indian came up to strip 
him, supposing him really what he appeared, but Alexander at 
that instant recalled his spirits, and plunged the dagger in his 
side. By this time a part of the king's attendants came to his 
succour, and forming themselves round his body, till his soldiers 
without found means of bursting the gates, saved him, and put 
all ^e inhabitants without distinction to the sword. 

71. The wound, which at first seemed dangerous, having in the 
space of six or seven days a most favourable appearance, Alex- 
ander mounted his horse, and showed himself to the army, who 
seemed to view^im with insatiable pleasure. Thus continuing 
his voyage, and subduing the country on each side as he passed 
along, the pilots perceived from the softness of the breezes that 
the ocean was near. Nothing so much astonished the Macedo- 
nian soldiers as the ebbing and flowing of the tide. 

72. They were amazed when they saw it rise to a great height 
and overflow the country, which they considered as a mark of 
divine resentment ; they were no less terrified some hours after, 
when they saw the river forsake its banks, and leave those lands 
uncovered it had so lately overflowed. Thus after a vo3rage of 
nine months, he at last stood upon the shore; and after having 
ofi^red sacrifices to Neptune, and having looked wishfully on the 
broad expanse of waters before him, he is said to have wept for 
having no more worlds left to conquer. Here he put an end to 
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Us esemrsioa ; and having appointed Neardms admiral of his 
fltet, with orders to coast along tfa^ ladian shore as far as the 
tasian eulf^y he set out with ius army for Babyloe. 

73. iJotbifig Goiiid exceed tiie hardshtpa which his army sus- 
tained in their return ; passing tlirough a country destitute of all 
soffto of provision^ they were obliged to f&ut. on the beasts of 
btuden^ and were forced to bum those rich spoils, for tfa« sake 
of which they had encountered so many dangers ; those diseases 
also, that geanrally accompany famine, completed tbair calamity, 
and destroyed them in great numbers. After a march of three- 
score days, they arrived in the province of Gedrosia, the terulity 
of whidi soon banished from the minds of the soldiery ail their 
former difficukies. 

74. Alexander passed through the country hot with the mili- 
tary pomp of a conqueror, but in the licentious (Msguise of an en- 
thusiast ; still willing to imitate Bacchus, he was draws by eight 
horses, on a scaffold in the form of a square stage, where he passed 
the days and sights in feasting. Along the roads where he pass- 
ed, were placed casks of wine in great abundanee, and these the 
soUiery drained in honour of his mock deity. The whole coun- 
try echoed with the sound of instruments, and the bowling of 
Bacchanals, who, with their hair dishevelled, widt frantic adrthy 
rao up and down, abandoning themselves to every kind of lewd- 
ness. This vice produced one of a much more formidable nature 
m the kiflg^s mind ; for it always inflamed his passions to cruelty, 
and the, executioner generally followed the feast. 

7^. While he refreshed his army in these parts, Nearchus 
was returned from his expedition aloi^ the coast, and brought 
him sh^ange accounts of the gdd to be found in some islands, 
anfl of the wonders that were to be seen in others ; he was there- 
fore commanded to make some further discoveries, and then 
enter the mouth of the river Euphrates, to meet the king at 
Babylon. He hi^e also executed an act of rigorous justice upon 
Ckander and othe«s, who had formerly been the ministers ef his 
vejDgeance in cutting off Farmenio. 

76. Against these murderers great complaints had been made 
by the deputies of the provinces in which they had commanded ; 
and such was the complexioa of their crimes^ that nothing but 
the certatOk expectation of Alexander's never returning from 
India, could encourage them to commit such. All men were 
gkd to see them delivered 4)ver to justice. Oleander with six 
hundred soldiers, whom he had employed were publicly exe- 
cuted; ev^ one rejoicing, that the anger of the king was at last 
tiurned against the ministers of his vengeance, 

77' As Alexander drew nearer to Qabylon, he visited the tomb 
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of Cyrus, in the city of Pasargada j and here he put a Persian 
prince whose nj^me was Orsines, to death, at the instigation of 
Bagoas, an eunuch, who falsely accused Orsines of robbing the 
tomb 5 here also, Calanus, the Indian, having lived four-score and 
three years, without ever having been afflicted with sickness, now 
feeling the approaches of disorder, resolved to put himself to 
death. Alexander imagined he might easily be dissuaded from 
his design, but finding, in opposition to all the arguments he 
could use, that Calanus was inflexible, he gave orders for erecting 
a funeral pile for him, upon which tlie Indian was resolved to die. 

78. Calanus rode on horseback to the foot of the funeral pile ; 
offered up his prayers to the godsj caused libations to be per- 
formed, and the rest of the ceremonies to be observed which wro 
practised at funerals; cut off a tuft of his hair in imitation o. 
victims; embraced such of his friends as were present ; intreated 
them to be merry that day, and to feast and carouse with Alex- 
ander ; assuruig them, at the sapae time, that he would soon see 
that prince in Babylon. ^ 

79. After saying these words he ascended, with the utmost cheer- 
fulnessy the funeral pile, laid himself down upon it, and covered 
his face; and when the flame reached him he did not make the 
least motion, but with a patience and constancy thfttfiurprised the 
whole ^rmy, continued in the same posture in which he at first 
had laid himself, and completed his sacrifice, by dying agreeably 
to the strange superstitions of the enthusiasts of his country. 

80. Alexander punctually obeyed him in his admonitions to de- 
bauchery. A banquet followed tiie night after, in which Promacus 
received a talent as a prize for having drank the largest quantity of 
wine ; he survived his victory,, however, but three days, and of tlif 
rest of the guests, forty-one died of their intemperance. From Pas- 
argada, Alexander proceeded to Susa, where he married St?uira, 
the eldest daughter of Darius, and gave her youngest sister in 
marriage to his favourite Hephaestion. Four-score Persian ladies 
of rank were given to the principal favourites among his captains. 
The nuptials were solemnised after the Persian maimer. 

81. He likewise feasted all the Macedonians who had married 
before in that country. It is related that there were nine thousnn'I 
guests at this feast, and that he gave each of them a golden cui> for 
their libations. Upon this occasion there appeared at Susa tnreo 
hundred young soldiers, dressed in the Macedonian ma nner, whom 
Alexander intended particularly to favour, in order to check the 
licentiousness of his veterans, who had i)ut too just reasons to 
murmur. 

82. While Alexander was thus employed in Persia, a n£w^ 
commotion was carrying on in Greece. Harpalus, whom Atex- 
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ander bad appointed governor of Babylon, being disgusted ^with 
his master's cruelty, and ambittoos of power himsdf, vre9Dtn>ver 
into Greece, with immense sums wiiicn he raised from the |>iun« 
dered prisoners of Persia. He bad credit enoqgh to assemble 
a body of six thousand soldiers, and with these be iaiuied at 
Athens ;^ raonev, at that time being thought all powerful in 
Greece, he lavished immense sums among the mercenary orators^ 
whose busiaess it was to inflame the miiuis of the people. 

83. Of all those, Phoeion alone, to whom he offered seven 
hundred talents, preserved his well known integrity, and remain- 
ed inflexible ; his disinterestedness had long been ihe object of 
admiration, eveu in the time of Philip. B^ng oflered a great sum 
of money, if not for his own acceptance, at least for the tieneflt of 
his ciiiidren, " If my childrwi," cried Phoeion, " resemble me> the 
little spot of ground, with the produce of which I have hitherto 
lived, aud which has raised n;e to the glory you mention, will be 
sufficient to maintain tliem ^ if it will nut, I do not intend to leave 
them wealth, merely to stimulate.and heighten their Inxniy.'^ 

S4. Alexander having likewise sent inm an hundred talents, 
Phoeion asked those who brought thcma, why Alexander sent 
him so great a sum, and did not remit any to the rpfr «/ the 
"^^fcHMqgpiiRHlMltil^ repUed J:hey, ^ because Afexaa^ VxAcs 
upon you as the only just and virtuous man.'* Phodon rejoined, 
'4et him suffer me still to enjoy that Character and be really 
what I am taken for.'' . This, ^erefore, was not a character to 
Be corrupted ; on the contrary, he used all his influence to pre- 
vent the success of Harpalus, who being ordered by the assem- 
bly to depart the city, lost all hopes of success. 

85. This commotion was scarcely quelled, when another ensu- 
ed, in consequence of a dedaration, by which all the Macedoni- 
aas, who from their age or infirmities were unable to bear the fti- 
tigues of war, should be sent back to Greece. They with sedtttouir 
cries unanimously demanded to be entirely discharged from l^ser- 
vice, murnruring against him as a despiser of bis bravest troops^ 
and as a cruel king, who wanted not their absence but theu^ des- 
truction ; Alexander however, acted with that Resolution upon this 
occasion, which always marked his character. Bang seated on 
his tribunal of justice, he rushed among tlie prtxicipal mutineers, 
Aeized thirteen, and ordered them to be immediately punished. 

8G. The soldiers amazed at his intrepidity, i^ithheld their 
complaints, aud with downcast eyes seemed to beg for mere}-. 
*• You desired a discharge," cried he; <*^ go then and puhilsli 
I o the wca Id that you have left your prince to tlie mercy of stran- 
gers ; frum J^nceforth tlie Persians shall be my guards.^' This 
incisacc served only to increase the misery and t&^ottslerttatio 
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of liittveeps; tbey attended kirn vi& teacs^aadlamestftlieBs, 
^ at int sotoied by dieir penitence^ he once moce tocfk them 
ism finsour and affisotson. 

87. Nowsecure from iasarittction, he g»^ hmrnU up to in»th 
aad leasting; his army was followed by all the ministers of plea- 
sura; he spent whole nights and days in immoderate drinking, 
and krone of these eicesses, HedisesUon lost his life. T}m 
courtier was the most mtimate friend of Alexander. Craterus^ 
aloQe of aU the Macedonians seemed to dispute this honour with 
him. « Craterus," as the kine used to say, " loves die ki^g, but 
H^l^stion loves Alexander/' The death of this favourite threw 
the ffionarch into excessive sdrrow, he seemed to receive no con- 
solation $ he even put to death the physician who attended bim, 
and the extraordinary funeral honours celebrated at his arrival in 
Babylon, marked the greatness of his affliction. 

S8« After various combats, conquests, cruelties, follies and ex- 
cesses, Alexander arrived at Babylon : the Chaldeans who pre- 
tended to foresee futufe events, attempted to persuade him not t9 
enter that city. The Grreek phitosopfaers, on the other hand Uis^' 

eyed the futUity of their predictions. Babylon was a theatre for 
itodi^li^ his glory in, and ambassadors from all4he nations 
he had c enq uta:ed were there in readmess to celebrate his triumphs. 
Afbsr making a most magnificent entry, he gave audience to the 
ambassadors, with a grandeur and dignity suitable to his power, 
yet wHh the affability and politeness of a private courtier. 

89* At that time he wrote a letter whkh was to have been read 
pubUdy in the assembly at the Olympic games, whereby the se- 
veral cities of Greece were commanded to permit all exiles to re- 
turn into their native country, those excepted who had committed 
saciilege, or miy other crimes deserving death, ordering Anti* 
pater to employ an armed force against sucii cities as should 
relttte to obey. This letter was read in the assembly. But the 
Athattiaa& aad Etolians did not think themselves obliged to put 
orders in ex!eeuti<|n which seemed to interfere with their liberty. 

90. Finding Babylon, in extent and cooveniency, superior to 
all the other chiesof the East, be resolved to make it the $eat of 
his em{Mre, and for that purpose was desirous of adding to it aU 
the ornaments possible. But though he was much employed in 
projects of this kind, and in schemes even beyond human power 
to execute, he spent the greatest part of hh time in such pleasures . 
as this magnificent city afforded. He was often present at new 
banquets, where he drank with his usu: mtempcrance. ^ 

91* On a particular occasion, having ipent the whole night in 
a debauch, a second was proposed ; lie accepted the iavltaiioD, 
and drank to such excess, that he M 'pon the fl(K>r, dead to 
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npcumiice ;aiid in thb lifeless manner was carried a sad ^lecta- 
CM of debaockery to his palace. The fever continued^ with some 
imervalsi in which he gave the necessary cnrders for the sailiBg of 
the fleet, and the mardiing of the land fiMrces, being persuaded 
be should soon recover. But at last, finding himselfpast all hopes, 
and his voice b^;inning to fail, he gave his ring to Perdiccas, 
with orders to convey his corpse to the temple of Ammon. 

92- He struggled, however, with death for some time, and 
raising himself upon his elbow, he gave hb hand to the soldiers, 
who pressed to kiss it ; being then asked to whom he would 
leave his empire, he answered, ^ To the most uforthy." Per- 
diccas inquiring at what time he should pay him divine honours. 
he replied, " IVken you are happy J^ With these words he ex- 
pired, being thirty-two years and eight months old, of which be 
had reigned twelve, with more fortune than virtue. 

93. In whatever light we view this monarch, we shall have 
little to admire, and less to miitate. That courage for which he was 
relebrated, is but a subordhiate virtue; that fortune which stSI 
attended him, was but an accidental advantage ; that dkdpHne 
which prevailed In his army, was {H'oduced and cultivated by his 
flither ; but his intemperance, his cruelty, his vanity, his passion 
fbr useless conquests were all hb own. Hb victories, however, 
served to crown the pyramid of Grecian j^ory ; they served to 
show to what d^ree the arts of peace can promote those of war. 

94. In this pictune, we view a CAmbination of petty states, b}' 
the arts of refinement, growing more than a match for the rest of 
the world united, and leaving mankind an example of the supe- 
riority of intellect over brutal force. After the death of this 
monarch, Greece was rather considered as a seminary for the 
education and promotion of the laws of other nations, than a 
confederacy for enforcing and promulgating thetr own. 

95. The successors of Alexander seized upon particular parts 
of his extensive empire, and what he gained with much fatigue 
and danger, became a prey to men who sheltered their ambition 
under the sanction and glory of his name. They had been taugln 
by him a lesson of pride } and as he would never suffer an equal, 
ills numerous successors could not think of admitting a superior. 

96» They continued their disputes for dominion until in some, 
measure they destroyed each other; and as no governments 
"^Mfre ever worse cpnducted than theirs, so no period of histoi^ 
' Ik^ ever Itft in such darkness, doubt, and confusion. 



THE END. ^^ 

} 
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